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al of the United States against the
corporation called the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Baints to
forfeit the property nsNProvided by
the act of Congress of March 2, 1887,
I was a;d)olnted by the supreme
court of Utah Territory to be the
receiver of the property of the
corporation pending the sale. The
hostility of the Mormon people to
this lnw and the proccedings to en-
force it are well known. It was be-
Heved that in anticipation of ity
pasaage lurge amounts of property
really owneld by the Church, but
Leld in the names of private parties
in trust in its favor, had buen con-
vened to vvade the enforcement of
the law. It seemed to the su-
preme court that Lhe menns
and powers which as marshal
I had at eommsnd, would greatly
facilitate my nacyuisition of this
property ns reeeiver, and thusto the
duties of marshal were supermided
those of receiver, thus imposing up-
on me labors nnd reaponsibilities of
the mest extraordiuary character, [
accepted the post with hesitation,
thouglh hnd [ then known of its
tnagnitude 1 ehould havedeclined it
altogether. 1 gnve a bond for a
faithiful performance of my trust In
the sum of a gunrter of a million
dollars, and nithough there was
voluntarily delivered to me by the
Church authorities property to the
amonot of $1456,004) in volue, in less
than eight months I had, with the
aid of persons I had in my emi;loy-
ment unearthed of property held in
secret trusts, nnd reduced jnto my
possession us  recelver, a  further
wmount of property aggregating
nearly F500,000 in value. |1 will not
detailthedifficultics andannoyances
of the position. It demanded con-
stant vigllance. attention and labor
on the part of my solleftor and em-
ployea and myself. [ know that
my duty was {aithfully done. 1
believe 1t was well done, but 1 did
not encape censure.

The suceess of your administra-
tion, though not of your political
faith,1 most enrnestly deslre; especi-
nlly do I hope that in naming
from nmong your many supporters
in Utah a man to take charge of
this, its most important office In
your gift in the Territory, you will
choose one who will be able to do
honor to you and the government
which he is required to represent.
A stranger to the masses of the peo-
ple and their methods of opposing
the coforcement of the law against
their peculinr  institutions would,
until he had learned by ex-
wrience what was required, find
!he office a burden to which he
would be unegual. Fortunate for
the officer whoever he may be, the
ordinary divisions of politics pre-
vailing clsewhere wili not be found.
Repubiicans and democrats, who
are not Mormons, find substantinl
agreement In all local matters. 1
have been snstained in thedischarngy
of my duties by men with whom
politicaliy, in pational questions, L
totally disagree, and my successor
will find when he discharges his
with the single purpose to do his
duty, as hearty support from myself
and men of my politleal faith asif
e were one. The redemption
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Utah from priestly control, and
its restorntion to lawfol govern- |
ment, the reformation of its people
and the final exaltation into the
American Union as & redecmed nnd
a regenerated community, is the
common wish and hope of all true
American eltizens,

Inall your citorts to accomplish |
this end you will have the hearty
support, sympathy and commenda-
tion of one who now begs leave to
retire from offlee and return to pur-
suits more pleasant and conguenial
than holding any official position.

Again tendering you iy Dbest
wishes for the sucecess of your ad-
ministration 1 subscribe myselt,

Very respectfully
Frawik H.
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RELIGIOUS LEGISLATION.

The State of Arknugas appears Lo
have difficulty in enacting laws in
harmony with the Constitution of
the United States and the great self-
evident truths enunciated in the
Declaration of Lndependence, that
all men are created equal and en-
dowed with certain  inalienable
rights. Four years ago the State
Legislature of Arkansas repualed
an exemption clause to the Siate
Bunday f::w which grmanoted those
who conscientiously observed the
suventh uay of the week the
wivilege of loboring on the first.

his working hardships, even to the
fining and imprisonment of many
ruspectable citizens, the next legis-
lature of *87 re-ctacted the exemp-
tion. But according to the Arkun-
sas Gazeite of March 5, a bill has
been jntroduced and already passed
the Henate, to ngain repeal the
excmption clause.

Various opinions wers entertained
by the different Benntors as to the
propriety of legislating u{-;on relig-
tous affuirs, some holding that it was
yot in the province of civil lnw to
prescribe a4 day or maunner of wor-
ship, that every sect should e al
lowed to observe the duy of their
choice, and that te abridge lu any
way the laws of personal lberty
wns wrong in spirit and theory.
Scenator Miller said that he held a
membership in  the Methodist |
Church because he thought them |
the most liberal, and opposed the
bill because it propused ‘‘the worst
kind of religious intolerance.’” An-
other Henntor said if the bill should
hecome n law seme of the best cjti-
zens would leave the State. Sena-
tor Tillman, the projector of the
bill, though styling those who would
he seriously nffected by the passage
of the bill as “a very devout and re-
spectable peopiw”’ nnd “generally
good citizens,” favored their expul-
sion rather than the toleration of o
diversity in religious customs.

This nppears to be quite a digres-
sion from the spirit of Ameri-
can liberty and freedom and out of
harmony with the principlesof the
Censtitution of the Unitcd States,
which proliibits Congress from mnk-
ing any laws respecting the estab-
lishment of religion or prohibiting |
the free exercise thereo}. What is |
true of Comgress in this respect
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ought to bo true of State legislatures.

DESERET WERKLY.

The Constitution nlso says that no re-
ligious test shall ever be made 182
qualification to any office of publie
fragt under the United FHtates.
Neither should auy test be made as
a matter of right to citizenship or 8
standard of civility in the United
States. The fourteenth article of
amendment bears dircetly upon this
point, which says, “No State shall
ke ot enforce any lnw which
shall abridge the privileges or Im-
munities olf citizens of the United
States.”” 1t also reguires each State

{to grant to every person within its

jurisdiction *‘equai protection of the
law.” This, it appears, the bill ia-
troduced by Bepator Tillman aod al
rcw.lyg)&sued by the Senate tnlls t0
do. It guardsone citizen in his re-
lizious rights but pot another. 1t
allows one man to Inbor sgix days 10
the weck and obey his couscivnce,
and nnother but five if he obeys his.
In other words, it Iuterferes with
the rights of conscience and a8
sumes the right of the Btute to make
choice In religious matters.

The words of Washington should
be commended to the Arkansias
leilalat.ure. Bald he, “Every man
who conducts himself ns a go
citizen is accountable nlone to God
for his religious faith, and should t¢
Protectcd in worshiping God accord-
ng to the dictates of his own con:
science.”” This Is mot only good
doctrine for Iaw-nakers nmf redig-
ionists, but It embodivs the very
principle ugon which our govern-
ment stands—eivil and religious
Hberty. W. A. CoLCcoRrD.
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INFIDELITY.

The merely cnsual obsorver of
life in its various phasue must L
aware of the fact thnt infidelity I8
growing to a most alarming extent.
l)amphlets,nm\'s[impers,orut.om,nuﬂl-
ors sow theseed in every corner 0
the “Christian?? worll. At muny
universities infidelity takes the lead.
1ven theologienl professars nud not
n few clergymen are jofidels, al-
though pald for preaching the dot-
trines of Christinnity, and among
the masses of the people it is guite
fusl:ionable to have something 0
say against God and His word
Young men snd women, tholdgh ak
most destituto of literary acquisi-
tions, quote with admirnble readi-
ness the quintessence of stupldity
exhibited to view by Vollaire, Ttos-
seay, vayneand Iately by [ngersoll-
While formerly it was a shame to

srofesa infidelity, it is now openly -

asted! of,and it scems to be thought
u disgrace to adhere to and nd voeate
the old-ustablished truths of Clrie-
tinnity. It is a cause for serious re-
flection that this siate of ailairs
should exlst mostly in i’rotestant
countries. Germany, whose soil 18
bedewed with the blood of the he-
roes who fought for the principles of
t’rotestantism, whose colleges an
chnpels once resounded with the
voiees of Luther, Melancthon, A rndt,
Hpene and Zinsendorff, is now the
very sehool of religlous corruptlon.
But the cuuses of the growing evi
arc a8 apparent as the cvil itself, and
are well worthy of considerntion.

The nutural tendency of man 18
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