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DOINGS OF COHGRE-BS.

Deec. 16th, in the S: ate, Mr. King present-
ed a peti ion from the New York Chamber of
Commerce, asking that the New York assay
office have the privilege of coining, which was
referred to the finance commi tee.

the Federal troops, and insisted that it was
unkind in Mr., Conway to insist in character-
iﬂ;f it as a defeat.

r. Conway, replying, said that Mr.
Fouke had refused to avail himself of his
generosity., He submitted to the candid judg-

Mr. Grimes presented a petition, from citi- | men' of the House whether such conduct did
zens of Iowa, for a cha ge in the law which not clearly manifest a deliberate purpose to
excludes Jew sh chaplains from the army.  bring on'a personal collision without cause,
Also a petition that, in consequence of the and whether such condu't was not only un-
prescnt rebellion, slavery be absolutely and wortyy a member of this IHouse, but eharac-
unconditionally abolished. . teristic rather of a blackguard and scoundrel.

Mr. Wilson introduced a bill providing for | Mr. Richardson immedia‘ely called the gen-
the i bolishment of slavery in the District of tleman to orde~. This was not ths place to
Columtia, which, 1t is said, will come up for | settle such difficulties.
consideration at an early dsy. Mr. Foulie wanted to say one word in reply.

Mr. Hale offered a iesolution, which was | Mr. S'evens and others odjected. They had
adopted, that the committee on military aflai d enough of su: h things.
be requssted to inquire into the exredlency o The Speaker informed Mr. Fouke that no
providing a uniform manner for dealing with 'debate was in order.
the slaves of the rebels, and those made pris- | Mr. Fouke, amid the cries of “Order,” was
oners or escaping from their masters. ‘understood-to say that Mr. Conway was a

Mr. Simner offered a resolution that the disgrace to the nation and humanity.
cominissioners of patents inquire if any addi-|  Among the bills introduced and referred
tional legislati n i3 necessary to secure per- was one by Mr. Morrill, donating land to the

sons of African descent the right to take out several states for the founding of agricultural |

' colieges.
The House passed a bill to strike from the
amble and resolution: ension roll the names of all persons who
Whereas, Jesse D. Biight, Sena‘or from In- have taken up arms against the governm-nt,
diana, did, on the 1st of March last, wrile a or in any manner aided the rebellion.
lelter o Jefferson Davis [a letler was here| Mr. Cradlebaugh introduced a bill to estab-
read introdueing a Mr. Lincoln to Mr Davis  lish a braneh mint in the Territory of Neva-
as having an imp ovement in ficcarms], and, |da, which was referred to the committee on
W hereas, Such letter is evidence of dis.oy- commerce. :
alty, th refore, Mr, Vallandigham introduced a preamb e
Resolvcd, That Jesse D. Bright be expe led and resolulion to the effect that inasmuch as
from the Senate of the United States, th» conduet of Capt. Wilkes in the taking of
Aflter considerable discussion, the readingz Mason and Slidell from the Bri'ish~ maul
of letters and a short exp.anatory speech from ‘'steamer Trent had been indotsed by the gov-
Mr. Bright, the mnatter was refeircd to the ernment, that it is the duty of the President
committee on the judiciary. to now firmly maintain the stand thus taken,
Mr. Trun.bull cailled up the resolution ask- approving and adopting the act of Capt.
ing the Secreta 'y of State if persons had been | Wilkes, in spite of any mcnace or demand of
ar.ested in the loyal States, and by what the British“government, and that this House
autboiitly. fpledgaa its full support to him in upholding
A lengthy discussion followed, whi.h was now the henor and vindicating ‘he courage ot
Yartmipated in by Messrs. Dixon, Trumbull, the government and people of the United
{ale, Kenunedy, Doolittle, Pearce, Bayard, States against a foreign power.
Wilson, Latham, Fessenden and Browuning. | Mr. Vallandigham moved the previous
Mr. Dixon opposedj the resolution. IHe question. They had heard the first growl of
thought it best no. to ~o into such questions the British lion. It rem.ined to be eeen who
in times like tbhese, when the very salety of would cower.
the country is threatenel. The time had: The H use refused to s -cond the demand
passed by when this abominable rebellion for the previons quesiion, and the preamble
could be crushed by mild means. He would and resolu ion were referred to the committee
make no diserimination between the property on foreign rela ions.
of rebels. A great deal has been sain about | The House resumed the consideration of
the opinions of conservative men. He tad the bill authorizi g the raising of a volunteer
occasion to know somethiug about such opin- force for the better defense of Kentucky, upon
ions, and knew them. He was for usiang any | which a lengthy discussion passed, Messis.
means for the suppression of the rebeilion. | Richardsen, Wickliffe, Dunlap,Diven, Wright,
Mr. Trumbull said he was «8 eager as any | Bintham, Maynard, Morrill and Biair favor-
one to crush rebellion. He would not wasie ing, and Mesers, Los¢joy, Sterens and Hick-
the powers of tue government in arres‘ing man opposing the bill, which finally passed.
persons in the loyal S ates, but would strike, ’ Dec. 17th, in the Senate, the Chaplain, Rev,
with tbe power of six hundred thousand men, ' Dr. Sunderland, offered wup the following
and crush the rebeilion to earth. It seemed |prayer:
the very essence of despotism if men could be| Oh, Thou God of nations, who dost best r
arresied by telegraph, without power to repily the world by every gale of Providence, in the
or to have a trial. What becomes of consti- conscious justice of that which has been aone
tutional libert.? Are you willing to trust the upon the high seas to defeat the machinations
liberties of cilizens in ithe hands of any one of the insurgents against his government, we
man, no matier who? The people are engaged appeal to Thre. In the menace of the hour,
in the defense of constitutional liberty, and  give us firmness to do our duty and to meel
the Constitution as our fathers made it. That all its consequences, whether they be of
Counstitution is broad enough without any vio- foreign war or of domestic strife. 'I'hou art,
lation of it. He thought no ha:m could come and Thou shalt be, most rizhteous King, the
out of the resolution judge between us and o:r enemies, On the

patentas. *
Mr. Wilkinson offered the following pre-

It the reply of the secretary showed that |
arrests had been made, and there was no |
authority for them, but tLat they were still
necessary, would it not be better to make a
law to eff. ct the like result?

M:. Hale thought the resolution eminently
proper and appropriate, and should feel mor-
tified if it was not passed. Our fathers fough:
for principle, for constitutional liberty regu
lated by law, and not for mer: independence.
The gove nment Lad better tail than be faith-
less to that great principle.
titne ever arrives in the history of this co .u-
try, when constitutional liberty, regulated by
law, cannot exist, let the nation die,
perish, and its memory be blotted from among
the nations of the earth, for it hes failed in
its bigh mission. It will be faithless to the
principies which gave it bi th, and wanting
in all the elements of life and power. What
are we striving for to-da.? Why are our
ships of war onthe sea? And our hundreds
of thousa .ds of meu, why have they lefi the
plow n the furrow and left th ir fields un-
reaped? Why have mechanics jeft their
benchies and gone out exguaing their living
breasts as a bulwark of defenss about t.e
Temple of Liberty, but that they may preserve
constitutional libeity,regula ed by law? That
is it, sir: that is the beginning and end o: this
nation—its high mission—and if it does not

Ard, sir, if the |

Let it !

deep ad desperate wickeduess which has
constrained tais nation to the sacrifice of so
much blood and treasure, we pray Thee to
b eathe Thy blast of annihilation. Our hope
is in Thee alone, nor will we in any wise turn
from Thee, but pray trat in the mighty struz-
fle Thou mayest purify and vindicate ui be-
ore the-present and all coming generations of
men through Jesus Christ. Awmen.

A bill was received from the House fo au-

thorize the raisiug of a volunteer force fo- the
defenge of Kentucky, which was referred to
the military committee,
Mr Feote offered a r-solution that the com
missioner of public buiidings inform the Sen-
ate by what authori y a portion of tt e nation-
al capitol has been conve:ted into a bakery,
which was agreed to.

Mr. Latham coffered a resolution that the
Secretarv of War be requested to i form the
Senate by virtue of what law and what rea-
son passports are required from passengers
from New York to Sau Fraucisco, which was
agreed to.

Mr. Lane ealled up the resolution that the
Secretary of War be requested to furnish teo
the Senate copies of the orders for the erect on
of barracks for Kansas troop-.

A discussion followed, which occupied
most of the day, as to the inactivity of the
army, the impropriety of going into winter

vindicate ti.at, then it had better never been
born. g

Mr. Latham could see noé nrecssity for
trampling on the Coustituticn in order to sus-
ta nit. Let treason be punished by law, and
if men must be arrested let them be arresled
according to law.

The resolution was finlly referred to the
judiciary committee by a vote of 25 to 17.

in the House, on the 16th, the Speaker
presented the memorial of the Legislative
Assembly of Colorado, asking for the estab-
liskment of a branch mintin that territory,
which was referred (o the committee of ways
and means, e

Mr. Conway rising to a question of privi-
lege, alluded to a dialogzue belween himse £
and ‘Mr. Fouke on Thursday. - The former
had included the battle of Belmontas in the
peries of defeals to our army. ; ,

Mr. Fouke made a statement of the batile

——

—_

quarters belore a dec sive blow was struck,
and the question as {o what shoald be done
with the four millions of slaves in the South,
be 'II% the principal matters discussed.

2 resolution was ta b!ﬂda'i;?

Mr. Foster moved to take up the Kansas
conte ted seat case, which was taken up, and
pnﬂtﬁmnﬁi till next day.

The Chair announced. as the committee to
investigate into the general conduct of the
war, Mesers. Wade, of Ohio, Chandler, of
Michi. an, and Johnson, of Tennegsee.

In the Hauaer on the 17th, the House re-
sumed the consideration of the special order,
b-ing Mr. Eliot’s resolutions, proposinz the
emancipation of the slaves of rebels, &c.

Mr. Harding opposed the resolutions, which
were, with all others pen in relation to
the same subject; referred to the commiltee
on the judiciary by a vote of 77 to 57.

M, Morrill introduced a bill, which was

of Belmont to show that it was a victory to | passed, to suspend the appointment of asses- from one to two cents apiece;that franked

sors and col ectors of the income tax until the !
1st of April next.
Mr. Blair repo:ted from the military com- |
mittee a bill providing for the allotment of
pay certificates among the volunteer forces,
wiich was passed.
Mr. Cox, from the commiitee cn foreign al-

}

fairs, reported a b 1l appropriating one thou-
sand dollars, as full compensation to the !
owners of the British ship Perthshire, in con-
sequence of her detenticn by the steamer
Massachusetts in June last, for a supposed |
breach of the blockade upon which a spiri »d
discussion arose. The bill was passed.

Mr. S dgwick, from the committee on
naval affairs, reported a bill, which was
passed, further to promote the efliciency of
ihe navy by the reliracy of officers, &e.

He also reported a bill authorizing the Sec-
retary of the Navy to (onstruct twenty iron-
clad steam gunboats, by contract or other-
wig®, He stated that each would cost from
$500,000 to 530,000,

After a bricf debate the consideration of
the bill was postoned, and the House ad-
journed.

Dac. 18th, in the Senale, Mr, Teneyck in-
troduced a bill for the ¢stablishment of en
aimory on Burlington Island, New J rsey.
Mr. Dool ttle introduced a bill for the col- |
lection of direct taxes in the insurrectionary

settlera, heads of families, or those wno have

finally po-tpomed till the first Monda

and Means, reported the civil sppropriatios

requi ing the Secrstary of War to pay to th.
officers and men berelofore actua ly employe:
or mustered into service in the Western o

of Co gress frequently give envelopes to cove
matter unknosn to 1hew; that franked lette

districts. 1t provides for taking the land in
such districts to pay the direct tax;tha% the
Pregident shall betfore the 23d of February |
next make a prociamation specifying what
districts are in such insurrection, the owners
to have power of redemption.

|P

envelopes are sent to merchants in various
arts of the country to cover their own cor-
respondence in return, and that franks of
members of Congress are forged. He hoped
that the simple statement of facts would cor-
rect the aouses without further legislation.

Dec. 19th, in the Senate, Mr. Wade pre-
sented a petition from citizens of Ohio, ask-
ing that John C. Fremont be appoiuted a
licutenant-general. There was an ineffectual
movement m de to adjourn till the 6ih of Jan-
uary. No quorum voting the Council ad-
journed.

In the House on the 19th, Mr. Stevens,
from the committee on ways and means, re-
ported a bill making an appropriation for the
construction, preservation and repair of forti-
fications and works of de effse. Referred to
the committee of tie whole on the state of the
Union. '

The House resumed the consideration of the
bill providing for constiucting twenty iron-
clad steam gunboats, to be built by contrac:
or otherwise, as the Secretary of the Navy
may deem best for the public interest.

Mr. Colfax (Ind.). from the committee cn
the postoffice, reported a bill to promote tue
efficiency of the dead-letter cffice, based on
recommendations from the Postmaster-General
in bi- annual report, which was passed.

Mr. Colfax also renorted a bill abolishinz
the franking privilege, the consideration of

| which was postponed until the second Tues-

day in Januaiy,

The consular and diplomatic appropristion
bill was considered 2nd passed.

Dee 20th, in the Synete, Mr. Wilsoa pre-

Mr. Sumner offered a resolution that Trus- |
ten Polk, now a traitor to the United States,
be expelled irom the Senate. Referred to the
committee on judiciary, i

Mr. Wilson olered a resolution that the

military commitiee be instructed to inquire if
any legislation was necessary to correct the
evils wh.ch now exist in the condilion and
management of the mililary hospitals.
Agreed to,
Ir. Fo-ter moved to take up the case of the
contested seat of the senator from Kansas
(Lane). TLe report of the judiciary is, that
Mr. Stanton is eatitled to the se .t.

Mr. Lane asked that a memorial be read,
also an order from the War Department. e
said the ¢ mmittee co.ld 1ot heve had befo:e
them a correct copy of the paper called an
appointment.

Ir. Sumner said that the case should be
recommitted to the committee, which was ul-
timateiey a.reed to.

The resolution offered by Mr. Sumner, that

the army shal! not be used to surreader fug.-
tive slaves, was taken up, and, aftir sowe
discussion, agreed to.
A resosution offered by DMr, Latham, of
California, asked the Sccrectary of State
“Why passports are required from passengers
going from New York to San F.ancisco?” was
taken up and adopted.

sented a petition for the establishment of a
system mP exchange ¢® prisoners; also, a re-
port from the military committee, and a joiut
resolution expressing recognition of the gal-
lantry of General Lyon and the soldiers under
his command at Springfield.

Mr. Trumbnll reported back from the com-
mittec on the judiciary the bill to abo'ish the
United States Supreme Court, and a>ked to
be discharged from further consideration of
the subject, Whereugen the commitfes was
discharged.

M . Harris reported a bill to p-obibit the

sale of liquo s to so'liers in the District of
Columbia. The bill i3 an amendment to a
former bill, and prohibits not enly the sale ot
liquors to the soldiers, but the drirkirg of it
on the premises. The penalty is a fine and
imprisonment ani revocatior o” license.
Mr. Saulsbury’s resolution cilling on the
Secretary of War for a copy of the preclan.a-
tion by Gen. Phelps, and by what au bhorily
it was made, was taken up.

Mr. Trumbull moved to amend the resolu-
tion so as to include the proclamations ¢f all
the generala.

Mr. Wilson thought there was no necessily
of sending for the proclamalions, Generas
were appointed to use their sword ard not the
pen. If they could not use the sworls better -
than the penthey shoi’'d be mustered out of

In the House on the 13Lth, Mr. Dawes, from
the committe on e’'ectious, reported that
Charles Henry Fosler is not entitled to a seat
in this Congress, either from the First or
{Sgenuﬂd Cengres.ional District of North Caio
ina.

Mr. Dawes said that the committee had
pursued the invest gation so far as to be en-
tirely sat sfied that the claim was founded on
imposition, and so we | satisfied of this fact
wao8 Mr. Foster himsell, that he had volun-
tarily abandon d (he claim.

The House then resumed the consideration
of the biil to secure homesteads to aciual

attaived the : ge of taenty-one years, and are
cit zens of. the U ited States, or filed an in-
t ntion to become such. 'The provisions o!
the bill are extended to all who have perform

ed services in suppressing the rebeliion. 1
lieu of bounty lands, the three months? volun-
teers are to receive thirty dollars in additior
to the rigut of a homestead, and all wuo have
g:-rved 8 x mon ' his one hundred dollars.

The bill’ was discussed at length, and

1L
[February by a vote of 88 to 50. 8
Mr. Stevens from 'he Committee of Ways

bill, also a bill for the appropriation ot $1,000-
000 for gunboats in the western waters, in
additio  todhe former sum.

The latter bill was passed,

Tue House then weut into commitle of the
whole on the state of the Union, Mr. Wash- |
burne in the chair, and took up the bill for the
payment of invalid and cther pensions.

. The bill was amended on t:.e motion of Mr.
Biair that no jen:ion shall be paid under this
act to any person engaged in the pre-en:
rebellion against the Usited States, or whe
has in apy way given aid and comlort Lo those
engaged in the rebellion.

The bill was subs-quently pazs d.

The Houge passed the hiil auth rizing and

Misso ri Military Depariment the pay anc
bounty as in regular enlistinents.

Mr. Steele offered a resolution, which was |
adopted, that the select committee on a legec
contract ~buses be reguested to in juire as tc
the policy of abo ishing sutlerships or regu.
lating the system in accordance with the re
quirewsents and protection of the soldiers.
Mr. Colfax called attention to a comwmuni
cation from the Postoffice Department, stal
ing that is has been ascertained that mewber:

th= service. The best thing to do was to make
a statue that no generals be allowed to make
any proclamations,

I'he resolution was tabled.

In the House, on tue 20th, Mr, Bennett,
delegate from Colorado, introduced a resolu-
tion, which was adopted, instructing the com-
mittee on ways and rmeans to inquire inlo the
expediency of estzblishing a branch mint at
Denver.

Mr. Bernheisel moved tha! the committee
on Territories inquire into the expediency of
pro iding for a geological survey of Utah
Lerritery.

Mr, Stevensg, from the coimmittee on ways |
and means, reported a bill appropriating
$150,000 10 complete the defenses at W.shing-
:on.  The bill was passed,

The House passsed the oenate bill proviling
for transmitling certifica es of allotment of
pay of the vo unteers to their families ard
friends. Iach state is to appoint three per-
ons to visit the several departmen's of the
army te receive the money. The provisions
of the former law allowing liens to sutlers cu
the pay of soldiers is repealed, and a'l regn-
ations on the svbjeet are ab ogated beyond
he rules and articles of war.

Mr. H lman’s resolution instructing the
committee on military affairs to eport a®bill
imendatory of the present lawss, so as not to
xelude in the appo ntwent of chaplaing auy
celigious societies, was adopt d.

Mr. Arnold introduced a resolution, which
vas adopted, th 'nking Cel. Multigan and his
rommand for their hercic defens o* Lexing-
on, and authorizing the Twenty-third Rey:-
rent of I!linois to bear on their colors tue
.ame of “Lexi gton.”?

- &

UsrsTeNtaTiovs Mex.—Mr. Hamlin, the
Vice President, is one of thé most unostentae
tous men in Washington. He has compara-
ively quiet quarters at the Washinglon house
-a very re-pectable, bat mnot fashionable
wouse. He d.esses as plainly as a New Ejg<
and farmer; his coat is of coarse cloth, mace
y no eminent hands; but all concede him
narked ability, and a resolation and d:tcr-
n.uation of a high order, The next plainest
nan of rank is General George B, McClellan.
few men can find him, and few men kunow
iim when he is found. At the best he suly
vears the undress uniform of a coe: ¢, unil
1is shoulder straps—if any he weuarg~-are
rovered with a coat much the worse for wear,
1e has no tixed location, and moves fiom g0
o 8pol as dutv cal's. Of course, thoge wlo .
\ave business witn him koow where t¢ find

envelop g, without address, are being cireu
lated among the camps, and sold by sutlers al

|

vim. Not so thie eager thronz who wisgh to
e tie young st .ulders on which the ariner -
o€ Scott has .allep. | |

L



