
THE
generations as anait evidence of the power
and goodness of god

misM is important to note the existence
of such a0 sanctuary as early as before
the exodus of egypt because it proves
amatthat ththe history ofof sacred places dates as
farfaYaarbackbackblick as thothe history of the people of
god as-a nation

itisit is a remarkable fact as will appear
in tajabe following sketch that the history
othe the condition ofof
the people of god itself sanctuaries
ersted under the supervision of the atal
lauty are more than specimens of
arparchitecture thethey are types of the
Ct on irthearth ahethe tabOrtabernacle of the

with the glorious presence of
the waswals a sysymbolahbol odthe pit-

h
pil-

grim churchh guarded by day and by night
ay3the angel of jehovah the gorgeousgrorge ous
ttemplet 16 ofdt solomonsolamon was a reflex of the
people at that time the inferior building
P Zerub babel reflected the condition ofof
the awsjews returned from captivity and
the tempel of herod with its splendid
exterior but without the most sacred
amplemimplementsants of worship was an equally
true symbol of the deplorable religious
condition of the jews at that time we
inTmay draw the analogy further anddiffutnotice that the absence of any temple
after thithe fall of jerusalem indicates the
absence from the earth of the true
church while the rearing of temples in
this age again proves that god has a
people on earth for the lesson of his-
tory is that when the temple fell the
pepeoplecje of god were scattered and when
hK agran towrose front its ruins the people
gatnerCd

ithelie

the children of israel were gods
L in a peculiarpeculiarculiar sense of the word

ay virtue 0ofieththe covenants made with
isaac and jacob he de-

livered them from the bondagebandage of
egypt andadd undertook to guide them
through the to the promised
landl it was therefore in the nature of
things thatteat onecde of their first undertak-
ings after the exodus should be to rear
asuitable structure where the presence
ofdf thac6 lord was to be manifested
jehovah was actaccording to their form of
kowm ment thedie sovereign ruler he
sayegave toethe lawilaw to him the judicial power
avionbelonge dand to him questionsuescions ofof peace
and warvau were referred aall1 I1 through his
authorized servants the necessnecessityfit of a
place especiallyespedially set apart for divine
purposes was therefore at once felt and
buffit was reared which became known

i mhd tabernacle of the congregation
etwas practically the palace of jehovah
while his people were wandering about
inr the arabian desert and for a long
vinetime alter the entrance into canaan

minute descriptions of this interesting
atstructuremature are viveniagavelin exodus

the expenses of the building were de-
frayed by voluntary contributions by the
peoplee A ekilcall was made tipon them to

me goldygold silver and brass fine
ahnenn of various colors ranisrams skins dyed
red and badgers skins and
woodii probablyro y tthe acacianacacia or egyptian
thorn ad for light spices for anointingcointin
vh an forr swsweet incensense or perauperfumee
onyx stones and other precious stones
bacF xiv IP T7

they respondedresponded willidwillinglygly to this call
Msis statedimanil EXEK 22 that they
earner both men and women as many
as were willing hearted and brought
bracelets and earrings and rings and
tabletstabas and jewelry of gold and

the ladies that were wise hearted did
spin and offered their productions of
blue purple scarlet and fine linen as
well as of coarser stuff and in this way
the necessary matmaterialsals were soon
brought together then everyone who
felt able to work offered his service and
as architects or superintendents 0of the
building moses selected two skillful
workmen bezaleelBeaBelza leel and Ahoaholiab who
were filled with the spirit of god in
wisdom in understanding inin knowledge
and in all manner of worworkmanshipmanship ex

31 so eager were the people in
bringing ththeirr gifts that a proclamation
had to be issued restraining themhem from
giving because more came in than
could be used for the purpose dedesignedlened

the tabernacle was built in the fol-
lowing manner A frame was erected 555
feet by 18 consisting of planks of acacia
wood standing erect on sockets of silver
each plank being about 30 inches widebride
and 17 feet 6 inches long the planks
were united with poles all overlaid with
gold and resting iiiift gold rings
thereby holding the planks in position
the east end of the tabernacle was not
boarded but was closed by a curtcurtainaih of
costly matematerialriat stigsuspended from silver
rods which resrestedtedonon five pillars covcoveredred
with pure gold this framework was
covered with four dldifferentberent curtains
the first was made of fine twined linen
curiously embroidered in figures repre-
senting cherubim in blue scarlet and
purple the second cover was madlofmade of
goats hair the thirldthird of rams skins dyed
red and the fourth protecting ottlyonly thle
roof was made of badgers skinssams all
these curtains were made inil sectsectionsibm
hooked together the interior of
the tent was divided into two apart-
ments by a veil also made of fine
and embroidered in blue purple anaand
scarlet it was suspended on four pillars
of acacia overlaid with gold and rresting9
on bases of silversifter the first andandi larger
apartment was known as the Hholyoly Pplacee
and the second behind the vveil11 as the
holy of lj olies

around the tabernacle was an en-
closure or court feet by go90 formed
bby linen curtains suspended from rodsol01of silver which rested onOB pillars of
woododd these columns of which there
were tveritytwenty on each side were about 8
feet ahlihighb and rested on sockets of brabrass
the bianceentrance to the jouit was on the
east side arid was closed by fallingfailing
tapestry embroidered similarlysimil arfyatly as the
veil in afiethe tabernacle PAex 07 1727
the planks of the tabernacle andand the
columns ofthe fence were further securedscoured
in a firm position by pins of brass ex

18 which according to jose-
phus were 21i inches long and were
driven into the ground

let usu now enter the court of this
sacred edifice here the sacrifices were
slamslain on the altar of01 burnt offering a
structure of acacia wood overlaid with
brass 8 feet 9 inches square and 5 feet 3
inches hithhigh on the south side were
steps leading up to it and all the aten
sitssils necessary alorfor the sacrifices abrewere of
brass between the altar and the taber-
nacle was placed a laver or baptismal
font made of brass and filled with water
concerning this the lord says to
moses aaron andand his sons shall wash
their hands and their feet therein when
they go into the tabernacle of the con-
gregationgregire gation they shall wash with water
that they die not ex axx 1720172017 ao20 As
a feature of special interest is mentioned
the material of which this baptismal font

was made small mirrors of metal were
used by the ladies and it seems that

chany of them gave these precious
I1Irtiarticlescles to the tabernacle for the sacred
historian says and he made the laver
of brass and the foot of it of assofbrassoffbr the
mirrors of the women who assembled akat
the door of the tabernacle ex

8
the furniture of the anteroomante room or the

holy place consisted of the altar ofin
consecense the table of and the
candlestick

the altar of incense was made of
acacia wood 21 inches and 40
inches high it was overlaid with pure
gold and richly ornamented on it
aaron was to burn incense every morn-
ing and evening when he entered the
place to dress the lamps or to light
them

oppositeethisthis altar was a table of the
same material 42 inches long and 212
inches wide it was also overlaid with
gold and to it belonged various plates
covers spoons etc all made of solid
gold this table was to be always spread
and furnishedfurbished with the
twelve loaves one for each tribe and
set in two rows this bread was made
of fine flour and belonged to aaron and
his sons after having been on the lords
table they were to eat it however
only in a holy place lev 595 9

in the centre of the room before the
veil stood a candlestick made of a shaft
oflot pure gold with six branches three t
on eadyeach side seven lamps spread the
light in this room which was without
windows A bulffull description of th
candlestick is given in exodus xiv

with its tongs and other implements
it weighed one talent which is con-
sidered equal in value to pounds
sterlinsterling I1

in taneL holy of holies was the ark
of the Covencovenantatit an chest of
wood covered with gold and sur-
mounted withwibb two golden figures called
cherubim the glory of god rested on
the lid of this chest the mercy seat
and in the ark were deposited the book
of the law a vessel containing marmamanna
andaad aarons rod

all this work was completed in less
than one year and on the first day 0
the first month of the second year after
the exodus thedie tabernacle was solemnly
dedicated to the lordlorda the date was
fixed by divine command and corres-
pondsrids perhaps with the ath otof april
rhethe date of the organization of thedie
church of jesus christ of latter day
saints sinceduce the first month of the
ecclesiastical year commenced in the
early times acaccordingcordin to prominent
archaeologists with atjethe new moon of
april

when everything had been dedicated
a cloud boxedcoxedcovered the tent of the congre-

gation and the glory of the lord filled
the tabernacle and moses was not able
to enter into the tent of the congregation
because the cloud abode thereon
the cloudclead of the lord was upon the
tabernacle by day and fire was on it by
night in the sight of all the househouse of
israelisrael throughout all their
ex xiv 33 38
this remarkable structure followed

israel during forty years pipilgrimagegrima e in
the wildernesswilderhess whenever the cloudcloud
was lifted up the tabertabernacleRafe was taken
down and its various pieces consigned
to the carriers and it was again set up
when the people went into camp on
entrance into canaan joshua chose a


