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than did the ancient prophetsteaas they
foresaw them under tiiethe inspiration
of heaven The discodiscoveryvery of ameri-
ca by the gentilesGe utilee was revealed un-
to neobi for in his vision hebe says

and I1 looked and beholdbeheld a man
among the gentiles who was separated
from the wedseed of my brethern by the
many waters and I1 beholdbeheld the spirit
of god that it came down and
wrought upon the man and he went
forth upon the many waterseven unto
the seed of my brethren who were in
the promised land

and it came to pass that I1 beheld
the spirit of god that it wrought upon
other gentiles and they went forth
butofout of captivity upon the waters

and it came to pass that I1 bebeheldheld
many multitudes of gentiles upon the
land of promise and I1 beholdbeheld the
wrath of god that it was upon the
seed of my brethren and they were
scattered before the gentiles and were
ssmittenmimen

I1 I1 and I1 beholdbeheld the spirit of the lord
that it was upon the gentiles that
they did prosper and obtain the land
for their inheritance and I1 beholdbeheld that
they were white and exceeding fairfedr
and beautiful like unto my people be-
fore thetheyy were slain

and it came to pass that 1I nephi
beholdbeheld that the gentiles who had gone
forth out of captivity did humble
themselves before the lord and the
power of the lord was with them

and I1 beholdbeheld that their mother gen-
tiles were gathered together upon the
waters and upon the land also to bat-
tle them

and I1 beheld that the power of god
was with them and also that the
wrath of god was upon all those that
were gathered together against them to
battle

and I1 nephi beholdbeheld that the gen-
tiles that had gone out of captivity
were delivered by the power of god
out of the hands of all other na-
tions

now this is a little history that
waswaa revealed to the prophet nephi
before the events transpired ifhee
saw all this and made a record of it
we have now that record and we
know of its fulfilmentfulfillment

I1t
it is a singular thing mentioned I1

believe by all the biographers of
columbus that the incentive which
prompted him in his efforts to reach
a land westward from eusope grew
out of the fact that he believed
hebe had been commissioned by high
heaven to open up that western
land whatever it might be through
the influences of the christian re

was what enabled him to
beerbear up under the discouragementsdiscourage ments
with which he met and to go from
court to court throughout eu-
rope until the lord touched
the heart of the queen of spain and
led her to pledge herself that he
should have an outfit to prosecute
his enterprise even if she bad to
sacrifice her jewels to provide it for
him it was the inspiration of al-
mighty god resting upon this man
which urged him onward that
same spirit rested upon other gen-
tiles who filled with a love of ad-
venture dared to trust their lives
and fortunes in the enterprise of dis-
covery upon this continent

ghere is another fact recorded in
this last passage I1 have read that
the gentiles were gathered to-
gether against those who had fled
butofoutof captivity to this land the

hand of bd was against them but
the spirit was with those who were
trying to maintain their liberty
thereforerhe we do nutnot believe that
this government of ours was estab-
lished or sustained by the wisdom
and power of man alone but that
the hand of god was over it

there are very palpable evidences
of gods overruling providence in
the great american revolutiontion it
is a singular thing that in order to
assist them in obtaining their liber-
ties tilethe colonies succeeded in gain-
ing the support of two Europeuropeaneab
despotismsdespotisms france and spain both
of which councountriescoundrietrie 8 had largelare colon-
ial possessions in america surely
it would be naturally thought that
they would have been the lanttolast to
teach colonists to rebel against
the parent government nothing
but thete power of god could
have eenlistedDlisted them in a
work of this character not
only do we believe in consonance
with the teachings of the book of
mormon that god was with the
patriots of this land in their struggle
for independence but it is so to
speak an article of our creed that
the constitution was drafted and
perfected by the fathers of the re-
public under divine inspiration in
the book of doctrine and covenants
is found a positive declaration in
relation to this matter the lord
in spearingspeaking to this church through
the prophet joseph smith in the
year 1833 shortly after the saints
had been driven fronifrom jackson
countylou nty mumo said

and again I1 say unto you those
who have been scattered by their
enemies it is my will that they
should continue to importune for re-
dress and redemption by the bands
of those who are lacedfaced as rulers and
are in authority over you

according to the laws and constitu-
tion of the people which I1 have suffer-
ed to be established and should be
maintained for I1 he rights and protec-
tion of all flesh according to just and
holy principles

that every man may act in doctrine
and principle pertaining to futurity
according to the moral agency which I1
have given unto them that every man
may be accountable for his own sins
in the day of judgment

therefore it is not right that any
man should be in bondage one to an-
other

and for this purpose have I1 estab-
lished the constitution of this land by
the hands of wise menman whom I1 raised
up unto this vertvery purpose and re-
deemed the laland byy the shedding of
blood

here we have the direct word of
the lord that he established the
constitution of this land through
wise men whom he raised up for
that very purpose this tois in har-
mony with the declarations con-
tained in the book of mormon
that this land had been consecrated
as a land of liberty lutito a righteous
people who should keep the laws off
god with this as an article orfof our
faith it is not surprising that we
are today found worshippingshippingwor under
the american flag which is the
emblem as I1 understand it of our
constitution sufficient weightweight has
never been given to this part 0off 0ourr
belief by those who are called upon
to judge as to whether we are

friendly disposed or otherwise to-
wards the government

the late president young once
said you might as well accuse us
of being unfriendly disposed towards
our religion as to say that we are
unfriendly disposed toward the
governmentgovero ment of our land because t
there is no item that is regarded as
more directly resulting from the in-
spiration of heaven than the estab-
lishmentlilishment of the government of the
united states our practice hasbas al-
ways been ipin harmony with this
theory all along the path that has
been trodden by the latter day
saints are to be found evidences of
their loyalty and friendliness to the
united states government when
we may ask have we ever sought to
oppress anyone or acted unfriendly
toward those principles which un-
derlie this government had the
latter day saints been disposed to
manifest any antagonism toward
the government a number of crises
have occurred in their experience
which would have afforded them
a very excellent opportunity there
are those among us who remember
very clearly when they were driven
from the states of missouri and
illinois some of the most promi-
nent senators of that day called
upon the church leaders and asked
them to leave our fathers complied
with that request unjust though it
was theyathey left their beautiful city
on the banks of the mississippi az
river and sought for that peace and
liberty among savages which had

them among the so
called christ an people of the west-
ern states aterA ter this expulsion
from their homes for it can be
called nothing else and while en
route for this region that government
which had treated them so unkind-
lyly even refusing them that protec-
tion which was theirs by right
sent a representative to our fathers

who were then encamped with
their tents and wagons upon the
banks of the missouri and
had the audacity to ask them to
furnish five hundred otof their able
bodied men to go to california to
engage in the war with mexico
what did our fathers do at that
juncture did they say you per-
mitted us to be driven from mis-
souri to be stripped of all oureur earthly
possessions our homes given to the
namesflames our wives and children sent
adrift over the frosted ground until
their tracks could be followed by
the blood in their footprintsfootprint you
permitted us to be harrharrasserharrapassedsed and
perplexed by mobs in illinois even
while under the pledged honor of
that state you permitted our lead-
ers to be murdered I1isn cold blood and
mobs to murder and burn until we
were cocompelledm pel led to leave ththee conconfinesfl nee
of your nation VP did they bring
all these horrible witnesses against
the injustice of our government and
say we can furnish nodo battalion
to such a government as that no
on the contrary the church lead-
ers rejoiced that they now had an
opportunity to display their friendli-
ness to the government and to give
them an unmistakable testimony of
their loyalty and fealty to the land
of their birth or choice president
youngs reply therefore was you


