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June 10O

NEW MEXICO.

WHEN the U. S. House of Repre-
sentatives was considering the en-
abling bill for the admission of New
Mexico, an interesting discussion
took place. Mr. McKee (it isa
pleasure to see that he does some
good things) presented the bill,
and stated that he believed it
would meet with very little oppo-
sition en that floor, that New Mex-
ico had all the elements out of
which the BStates were made—it
was large enough, it had popula-
tion and prosperity enough, in fact,
it had every element of statehood.
Its area was three times as large as
that of the State of Ohio, and it
had more than 145,000 people. This
includes Indians. The vote for the

Delegate (Mr. Elkins) was over
17,000. There were forty represent-
atives in the House who went
there with fewer votes., In every-
thing th it went to make a State,
New Mexico was fully up to the
standard.

Simi. ¢ things, and with as good
reason and weight, might be urged
in beh i!f of this Ter ritory.

The “'lowing, from Mr. McKee's
openiuyg speech, will be interesting
to our readers, as it has a bearing,
collaterally and analogically at
least, upon Utah and its e¢laims to
admission as a State into the
Union—

““This is not a question of consti-
tutional law; it is a mere question
of policy. Isthe admission of this
Territery for the best interests of
the United States; is it for the in-
terest of New Mexice? Now, Mr.
Speaker, in admitting a new State
we strengthen our government; we
give it greater eredit abroad; we in-
crease its prestige in war and its

wer in peace. It strengthens our

nion to have (hirty-eight States
instead of thirty-seven. It benefits
the Territory by giving it State

 legislation instead o° this half-way

territorial ' legislation. It will be
remembered that the acts of a ler-
ritorial Legislature are subject to
the appreval or disapproval of Con-
gress. Congress may make or un-
make territorial = econstitutions.
Here is a eommunity out in the
center of the continent, not a new
Territory, not an unheard-of place,
not a mere ephemeral collection of
ple. Here in the Territory of
ew Mexico is the growth of one
hundred and fifty years. The peo-
ple there have demonstrated their

ability to ‘govern themselves in.

such a manner as may' challenge
comparison with the older States.
That Territory iswithout any terri-
torial debt. Where is the Territory
that can show a likerecord? [Utah
and Colorado can.] Itscities have
no debt; its counties have no debt.

“I will refer to only one other
3ueatinn, for I do not propose to

etain the House but a few min-
utes, intending to yield to the Del-
egate from New Mexico [Mr. El-
kins]. Under the treaty with Mex-
ico of Guadalupe Hidalgo we =ol-
emnly agreed New Mexico should
be admitted as a State into the
Union. Under that ftreaty these
New Mexicans claim their rights,
not only as a question of policy on
our part; - but under the solemn
gtipulations of that treaty. We
agreed that they should come in as
a State. They have now a suffici-
ent population. They have every
requisite. I see no reason, ani the
Committee on Territories see no
reason why this Territory of New
Mexico should not, under the trea-
ty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, be ad-
mitted as a State into this Union.
Every State we admit marks a
milestone in the progress of our
country along the national high-
road to prosperity.

“There can be no reason for refus-
ing admission to New Mexico un-
less it be it will result in the ad-
mission of two new Senators. But,
sir, even if two new Senators shall
be admitted, that is no reason why
we should violate our
rule when, as in the case of New
Mexico, the Territory bhas the
requisite population and all the
elements necessary to form a
State.” '

After the reading of the bill, Mr.
McKee said—*‘This is the same bill
by which all the new States have
been admitted. We have not
dotted an “i” nor crossed a ¢,
It is the usual enabling act.”

Mr. Elkins urged the passage of
the bill on the following grounds
and for the following reasons—

general

“First. Because ghe is entitled to
such admission as a matter of right,
having the requisite population
prescribed by law and the capacity
to support a State government.

““Second. Sheisentitled toadmis-
gsion into the Union by reason of
the promises and assurances made
by our government to her people
previous to the ratification of the
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, by
which she was ceded to the United
States, as also by the terms and
stipulations of the treaty itself.”

Mr. Elkins went largely into the
claimsof New Mexico as to her pop-
ulation, resources, prosperity, ete.

Mr. Potter opposed the bill. He
did net think that New Mexico had
a right te admission. by virtue of
any treaty.

Mr. Kasson stated that under the
former relations of New Mexico to
the United States of Mexico, it not
only had a delegate in the federal
Congress of Mexico, but that dele-
gate had a vote, which he thought
was an important element for con-
sideration. The people of New
Mexico were represented, by wvoiee
and vote both, in the Congress of
the United States of Mexico.

Mr. Potter quoted the following
provision of article 9 of the treaty
of peace with Mexico—

‘‘Mexicansy, who in the Territo-
ries aforezaid shall not preserve the
charaeter of citizens of the Mexi-
can republie conformably with
what is stipulated in the preceding
article, shall be .incorporated into
the Union of the United Stales and
be admitted at the proper tithe (to
be judged of by the Congress of the
United States) to the enjoyment
of all the rights of citizens of the
United States according te the
pringiples of the Constitution; and
in the mean time shall be main-
tained and protected in the free en-
joyment of their liberty and pro-
perty, and secvred in the free exer-
cise of their religion without res-
triction.”

~ Mr. Potter stated that New Mex-
ico, af the time, ]Jaid before Con-
eress the claim to be admitted as =
State under the treaty, and had it
rejected, it was said, because the
supposed feelings and situation of
the people of New Mexico inregard
toslavery were not satisfactory,still
it was by the discretion of Congress.
Mr. Potter contended that New
Mexico had enjoyed civil govern-
ment for twenty-<ix years, **during
all which time the persons within
it have enjoyed all the rights of
citizens of the United States.”
s*For,” said Mr. ., “what right

‘has a citizen of the United States

which a citizen of a Territory has
not got? Who ever heard it c¢laim-
ed that a citizen of a Territory was
not a citizen of the United States,
or deprived of any rights as such.”
The honorable gentleman had
evidently forgotten that the govern-
iaent of the Territories was nct by
the ““‘consent of the governed;” that
the people of the Territories were
taxed without representation; that
they had'no vote in the choice of
the principal local rulers, no vote in
the choice of any federal officer; that
they had no vote in Congress; and
that their own local laws, every one
of them, could be declared nulland
void by Congress. How then can
the people of the Territories be con-
sidered to have all the rights of c¢i-
tizens of the United States? A pre-
posterous statement, Mr. Potter.
Mr. Potter did not believe the
population of New DNiexico was

tlemen seemed to think it was
130,000, That Territory was of
slow growth, its population largely
Mexican, the local legislative busi-
ness was done largely by means of
an interpreter, a considerable por-
tion of the population did not
sReak the IEnglish language, and
the Territory was not likely to be
in the future a place of rapid de-
velopment, like Illinois for in-
stance.

Mr. Fort said Illinois was a 1mit-

ted with less populaticn than New
Mexico.

Mr. Potter thought that a terri-
torial form of government was a
pretty good sort of government, if
not the best sort. Some one had
said of ~ the British colonies in
Canada, that there never was a
government so well contrived for
the benefit of the people as that,
they had the freest kind of govern-
ment, could levy duties and impose
tarifl’ and charges even on the pro-
ducts of the mother country, which
was constantly protecting them
and spending money among them.

Mr. Mills thought if Mr. Potter
was in love with a territorial form

more than 94,000,though some gen-'

of government, he might be willing
to exchange the State government
of New York for it.

Mr. Potter said he would when
the population of New Yerk came
down to 90,000. He had lived in
Wisconsin when it was a Territory
and he found a territorial govern-
ment not am oppressive goveru
ment at all, and it deprived nobody
of any rights and Privilegan, unless
it was that of sitting in the U. S.
senate.

Mr. Fort thought Mr. Potter
should have continued to live in
a Territory.

Mr. Potter thought the advan-
tages of admission were all in favor
of the Territory and none in favor
of the Union at large. There was
no constitutional obligation to ad-
mit any Territory as a State at all.

Mr. Fort thought it a part of the
original compact, the feideral con-
stitution, that the Territories be ad-
mitted, when ready, o1 an equal
footing with the original States.

Mr. Cobb thought wheu a Terri-
tory bad an adequate population,
sufficient to entitle it to one re-
presentative in the House, it was
the moral right of that Territory to
become a member of the Union.

Mr. Potter asked what was an
adequate population. Prior to 1873
there was no rule on that peint.
At his suggestion Congress in 1872
incorporated in the apportionment
bill an amendment providing that
it should require at least the same
population fer the admission of a
Territory as was required to entitle
a State to a Representative on the
floor of that House. But beyond
that, he would be glad to know
upon what prineiple of moral obli-
gation a hundred thousand people
had the right to demand admission
as a State.

Mr. Kasson thought the rame
right as the people of the States
had.

Mr. Mills said the Supreme
Court of the United States had de-
cided that the Federal government
had no right to acquire territory
execept for admission into the Union
as States.

Mr. Potter granted that,

Mr. Mills said that it was the
right of the people of a Territory,
assoon as they qualified themselves,
to be admitted into the Unionas a
State. It was their inherent con-
stitutional right to be so admit-
ted. |

Mr. Potter. “Then according to.
this new constitutional doetrine of
the gentleman from Texas, these
people in New Mexico have been
kept out of the Union for twenty-
gix years, when they ought to have
been exercising the rights of a
State.”?

Mr. Elkina. “That is just what
is the matter.”

Mr. Potter said Congress had de-
cided otherwise, and he thought
rightly. Our fathers were glad to
getanybody in the federation onal-

and with our Constitution. ¥
understand . the gentleman from

New York to desire to change the|
Constitution in that respect?

|it was not aecording to the theory

paid by the Government. After-
ward the people took conlrol and
bheld two successive sessions of the
legislature and repealed the laws
allowing this extra compensation.
Upon which, the tools of these offi-
cers, a few political adventurers in
sympathy with the dominant re-
yublican party, came down here to

ashington, and through their in-
fluence with Mr. Ashley, then

chairman of the Committee on Ter- |

ritories, repealed not only one or
two laws, but caused Congress to
wipe out the statutes of two succes-
sive sessions of our legislature and
left us without important laws for
years. Meanwhile the Federal offi-
cers continued to draw the extra
compensation fixed by the first le-
gislature, the statutes of which re-
mained in force, until they entail-
ed a debt of over $100,000 upon my
Territory which remains unpaid to-
day—all done by a few lobbyists
against the protests of the people,
and earried in the interests of a few
unworthy men, sent out to govern
us, in whose seleetion we had no
voice and whose rule was odious and
tyrannical.”

M. Potter. ‘“Wbhen was that?”

Mr., Kasson. ““About five years
ago.”’

Mr. Potter.  ““That was the Con- |
gress in which my friend from In-
diana who favors this bill was a|
member. I take no responsibility
for that legislation. But it is an
exceptional case. Generally the
territorial legislatmres are allowed
to do as they please. Besides, the
legislation of which the gentleman
conplains was, he says, an abuse by
Congress. But abuses by Congress
are not necessarily escaped by be-
coming States,”

Mr, Potter, continuing, said in
the early history of the Union new

sentation in the U. 8. Senate was
that they would be controlled by

influences exercised by men of
wealth,

Vs
ORIMES, CASUALTIES, ETC.

RESUME of accounts, received by

| telegraph, of fires, deaths by acci-

dent and violence, disasters at sea,
etc., for the month of May.
! FIRES.

May 1. Stables of Evergreen
Trotting Park, and three horses
valued at $16,000, burned.

2. Forty thousand dollars damage
by fire at Newton, Mass,

3 Sixtkrvthuuaand dollars’ fire at
Halifax, N. S, :

4. Property valued at §30,000
burned at Orange, N. J.

Fifty-four thousand dollars dam-
age by fire at Rome City, Indiana.

0. Wagner & Riche’s tan-yard
burned at Louisville, loss $20,000.

Clothing store burned at Mem-
phis, loss $20,000.

Report received of one hundred
and forty-nine houses burned at
hii'a.&ssaya, Nicaragua, Central Ame-
r .

Portion of the deck and cargo of
the steamer Ohio, burned while on
the passage from Philadelphia to
Queenstown.

5. Newponset Hall bloek burned
at Hyde Park, Mass.; loss $45,000.

6. At Springfield, il!a., property
burned belonging to the Toledo,
Wabush, and estern ' railroad;
loss $100,000. :

8. News received of a terrible fire
in the town of Lavag, Phillipine
Islands, in whieh nearly two thou-

| sand houses, & very large number

of cattle, fruit trees, thousands of

States were taken in upon equal
terins because the annexed Terri-
tories were contiguous, of great fer-
tility, and natural wealth, and im-
meuse prospective growth of popu-
lation. The same conditions did
not exist now. Ilven some States
wanted Congress to reconstruct|
them. The precedents for the ad-

mission of new States had whnlly'
ceased, New States caused a mi-
notity of the people to have a pre-
yonderating representation in the

nited States Senate.

Mr. Hereford. “Lunderstand that
the ground of the gentleman’s

York has on the floor of the Senate
only the same number of Senators
as Nevada. That is in accordance
with the theory of our Government

Do 1

If he
does, I would say that that would
tend to centralization more than
any of all the outrageous acts he
complains of,” Ry, iy

T &

Mr. Potter said in his judgment +

most any terms, in the time of the
thirteen Colonies, and if New Mex-
ico, with her 91,000 inhabitants,
had then presented herself, they
might have taken her in.

Mr. Maginnis asked if the Colo-
nies were not then trying to threw
off' that very form of celonial ov-
‘ernment which Mr. Potter sceined
to think so desirable, but from
which New Mexico was 8o anxious
to escape.

Mr. Potter wanted to know if
Mr. Maginnis asserted that the ¢ol-
onial government of that day bore
any sort of relation to or parity with
the government of the present Ter-
ritories. |

Mr. Maginnis sgaid in his judg-
ment the colonial government of
Great Britain was in some respects
preferable, far milder, and much
better than the colonial govern-
ment of the United States, and so
the ple of the Territories them-
selves believed.

Mr, Potter asked him if he could

int out any ocecasion, and if so
ng many,when the statutes of his
territorial  legislature (Montana)
were disapproved by the Congress
of the United States since it be-
came a Territory.

Mr. Maginnis somewhat demol-
ished Mr. Potter by the following
answer-—

“When my Territory was first
organized Federal officers were sent
out there, then, as they are now,
unknown to and uninvited by our

people, just as England sent objec-|small

tionable governors to her colonies,
and as Spain now sends rulers to
Cuba. They organized a session of
the territorial legislature, which,
under their influence, voted to the
governor and secretary and each of
the judges $3,000 per year extra

compensation in addition to that)

| terests of a great section

of t._]:ulari C?Dnstitutiun toText;end that
ualit every new Territory.

equ. i[erefurd. ©1t was E:loli?that
that the great fight took place at
the formation of the Constitution. |
It was maintained that each State
should have two Senators on the
floor of the Senate to represent the

sovereignty - of that State,- That

sovereignty I desire to protect, and |
[ say that to-day the ﬁuwrei%.ntj"ﬂf
the States represented each by two
Senators prevents centralization.”

prive existing States of equal re-
presentation in the Senate, but the |
condition of things
in the last eentury existed no
longer. He was a State rights man |
and the theory of equality of States
was right. He would put a pro,
vision of the constitution for the|
future government of the BStates

that a proportion of the States|

could go  out  whenever they'
pleased. He believed good govern- |
ment could in the long run only be
maintained by its being in accord-
ance with the interests of those
who were under it. He was con-
vinced that whenever the real in-

| several dwellings

nut, Otsego Co.,
land, Ala.
burned at Clyd

Mr. Potter did not wish to de-|

which existed | h

weaving frames and fifteen human
beings were destroyed.

Chair and furniture warehouse
burned at Baltimore; loss fiom $65,-
000 to $75,000. -

9. Extensive damage done by
forest fires in Michigan. .

Village of Ridgeway, lowa, burn-
ed; loss $100,000.

Twenty-eight houses; twelve
barns and a quantity of lumber
burned at Oshkosh. .

Safe factory, builer works, whole-
sale grocery house, ice lhouse and
burned at Tor-
onto, Canada; loss $250,000.

10. Residence destroyed at Col-

complaint is that the State of New lege FLill, O.; loss $20,000.

Flires in the Catskill mountains;
extensive fires in the woeds around

Kingston, N. Y., destroyed fifteen
thousand cords of wood and much
timber.

Job printing and stationery es-

tablishment, and glass and queens-

ware store burned at St. Louis; loss

$95,000. |
'1l. - Forest fires in Erie and

‘Wyoming countics, N. Y.; destroy-

ed farmhouses, barns, stables, &c.;
heavy loss. .

A fire at Paris, France, killed
several persons, and rendered 200
others homeless. _

12. Plani g mill and furniture
facl;gg at Cincinnati burned; loss

Half the business gmt of Butter-

_ N, Y: burned.
., Fire did $60,000 damage at Court-
13. Two. stores and, six siloons

_ e, O.; loss $20,000.

16. Two hundred thousand dol-
lars worth of timber destroyed by
fire in the woods on Long Island.
: 18. News received from Japan of
the burning of over six hundred
ouses; some of the: people burned
out.died of starvation.

News received of half a million
dollars’ damage by fire af Kingston,
JAMBIOR . s B 4 aai

19. Forty houses burned at Ayl-
mer, Canada. |

Shoe and . tailor shop, with con-
tents, burned at the XKingston
penitentiary. .

Hundred houses occupied by poor
Jewish families burned in one of
the suburbs of Constantinople.

20.. Tobey & Booth’s packing es-
tablishment, Grove St., Chieago,

prompfted it
togoouteol thelUnion,it should be al-

burned; loss $125,000.
22, Fire at Forest city, Ark.;

lowed togo. It was idle to talk about | damage $20,000.

the legislation of Congress being

It was in a great degree the govern-
ment of a minority and not [of a
majority. Special igis]atiun and
the admission of new States with
ulations increased = that
evil. The theory of the govern-|
ment, the fundamental theory,
was that of a popular government,
a Envamment to preserve the
rights and represent the wishes of
the people. The inevitable result
of giving to the people of Territo-

ries with a small pepulation repre-

_ <o, A fire at Independence, Ia.,

the legislation of sovereign States. | $400,000 damage.

Vulcan Ironworks, Buffalo, N.Y.,
burned; loss $65,000.

Bagging mills at Lima, O., burn-
ed; loss $20,000.
. U. S. bonded warehouse, contain-
ing two hundred bales of cotton,
burned at Norfolk, Va.

Crockery store burned at Ralti-
more; loss $50,000,

27. Railway machine shops burn-
330 af Mt. Vernon, 1lls.; loss $100,-

28. Southern Bagging Company’s



