are to be ‘sealed as spiritual wives’ to
aome of the basest creatures the
Church produces’ The young lady
describes the horribie situation of the
girls brought to Utah, and the prayers
of the poor creatures for that release
whir.-H is impossible nnder Mormon
rule.

From this mess of rubbish it will
be seen that whatever the Coultre
womah has learned from Presbyteri-
anism, she has failed to comprehend
or at any rate to putin practice
those two divine rommandments:
«Thou shalt nrot lie,>> and ¢“Thou
ghalt not bear false witness against
thy oeighbor,”?

We nevet heard ot Inez Coultre
gefore we saw the pame in the New
York papers. She may or may’ not
have been in this city. She may or
may not bave hoodwinked the emi
gration officials enough fo gain em-
pleyment as a “detective.’’ But
this is certain: If she told the
stuff reported in. the Press
Telegram, and which appears in
several other prominent Gotham
dailies, no.information she furnishes
will be worth a cent to her wmploy-
ers. That is, if they really want in-
formation. 8he will fool them to
the top of ber bent. Bhe iz evident-
1y capable of drawing upon her ima-
gination and feeding the popular
mind with the sensational fiction
which it craves.

This person, however, may be
made quite useful by that olasa of
sectarian preachers that delight in
anti - -“*“Mormop’’ etories, however
improbable and false. Among them
she will be made welcome. Bhe will
i“gecure evidence,’”’ no doubt. But
pruofs, none. These are not neces-
gary. There is ot a sciotilla of
truth in the stories this person told
to the representatives of the New
York press, and if they wanted facts
instead of romances there are meauns
hy which they could have ohtained
them from reliable sources, We pity
the false creature who is selling her-
self to the father of les for money,
and we pity the decelved or Jeceiv-
ing preachers and others who have
employed her to do their Jirty work.

ON CREATION AND EVOLUTION.

[r is curious to observe how the
sages of the world, in their specuia-
tions upon the origin and govern-
ment of the universe have shifted
gronnd at various times,

[he inspired. narrative of Moses
openscup with the briet statement

that “In the beginning God
made the heavens and the
“arth,”” a deeclaration  which

reveals at least three important
facts, imposesible of discovery and
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proof by any known method of rea-
gsoning. [t tells that there was a
beginuing; that the universe was
made, and that the maker is God
{or, rather, the Gods, Elofiim). The
detalls of the stupendous work, that
is, how everything wus made. have
pever been revealed beyond the
mere statement that God spoke, and
creation was effected. Weare left
to infer that in this *‘beginning,”’
God, the Eternal, was surrounded
with mighty mvssengers who,at His
supreme command, were able and

{ willing to execute the divine idens

that wereexpressed in the command,
and which they gave a comprehen-
gible form in the existing creation.

The statenients of Moses concern-
ing creation might well have been
taken for granted by any true phil-
osopher; they might have been
made the foundatiou of any real
system of apeculative philosophy.
Had they been accepted as the firat
axioms, the world would by this
time have been far advanced in a
knowledge of the truth. As it is
it appears that the world has been
nloving farther away from the truth
all the time.

The old accounts of the ereation
given by heathen philosophers and
preserved in the sages of the people
are crude enough and yet stand
very neat the truth in some partic-
ulars. When, for instance, the
Chinese represent their god, Pan-
kou-che, ns a little man who, with
hamwer and chisel, hewed the globe
out of chaos, broke the granite
crusts and carved bis way through
every obstacle, until the earth, by
nis indefatiguable diligence, had
been reduced to a habitable werld,
they have at least preseved two Im-
portant truthe: That the creation
was affected by u personal being, and
that it is in the result of parsonal
diligent efforts.

Ideassomewhatsimilar to these we
find in the ancient Scandinavian
mythology. Thor drives through
space on hiz rumbling vehicle and
with the mighty blows of his ham-
mer breaks his way through chaotic
nature, while, with his thunder-
h)lts, he sets the forces in motion on
which creation depends. Uader the
direction of the **All father,”’ as he
is called, this thunder god and his
fellow-gods fight the evil powers
and plan the present world, making
it a fit habitatisn for men, in whose
affalrs they take a lively interest un-
til the time of the consummation of
everything.

In ail the ancieut mythologied we
trace the trutih more or less plainly

SERET WEEKLY.:

expressed, that creation je the
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wOrk of intelligent  beings,
even if the details are very
much below our present conceptions.
There is alwaye some matter ex-
isting out of which personal gods
organize or arrange the wvisible
world. In tihis the heathens al-
though without the light of the
Bible zlways believed, in acrude
way, one of the truths expressed by
the inepired record.

As we, however, draw nearer our
own age, we find the “Christian”
philosophers, who pride themselves
upon being the only ones favored
with the true knowiedge of things,
gradually drop out of the philuso-
phy, the truth, that the worlds were
formed or organized ount of already
existing matter. The *“Christian”’
sages are satisfled with the indis-
tinct idea that the universe hasbeen
made out of nothing. They have
retained the idea of a personal cre-
ator, partially adopting the first part
of the iuspired statement: ¢God
{or gods) made the heavens and the
earth.””?  But the act of éreation it-
self they hold to have consisted
in' the uttering of words. God,
they hold, spoke, and as He formed
His words one by one, these ab-
strnetions, as it were, cailed the in-
finite variety of concrete objecks.
into existence, une by one, where
there previously was wnothing—un
absolute vacuum. Lt ig needless to
makeany comment upon the quali-
ties of a ruind that can be satisfled
with such an idea, but it is very
curious to potice tha the “Chris-
tian’’ snges are just one step further
away from the revealed truth than
were the framers of the” heathen
mythologies.

To our own Age belongs the dubi-
ous honor of haviog reirograded
another step, inasmuch as it 18 be-
coming more and meore popular to
ascribe the tormation of the worlds
lo Kvolution. The philosephy of
evolution discards the idea of =a
personal Creator nltegether. It sees
no iutelligent design in the mag-
nificent structures of the universe,
1t supposes the exiatence of matter
and an inhgrent foree by which the
various motions have been caused
and whereby the present forms
have heen effected.

It is indeed n matter of serious
consideration that the world bas at
Inst been requested to accept as the
result of the oclosest iovestigations,
by the ncutest thinkers, that there
is no creator at all, that the origin-
ator of the universe either does not
exist, or, what practically amounts
to the same thing, is absolutely un-
kxnowable, And to this we bave



