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RELIGIOUS.

sunday Services,

Religious services were held at the
Tabernacle, Balt Lake City, Hunday,
Juiy 12th, fﬂQl, commeuciog at2 p.m.,
President Angus M. Caoooo presid-
log.
The cholr and edngregation snog the
bymu beginuoiog:

i Thex.,
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Prayer was offered by Elder (leorge
E. Woolley,

The cholr nextsang the hymaun:

* Praver is the soul’s sincere daeslre,

Uitered or nnexpressed.

The Priesthood of the Eleventh Ward
ofMeciated in the adroinistration of the
Bacrament.

ELDER B. H. ROBERTS

was cajled to address the coogrega-
tion. He commenced by referring to
the great privilege which they as a
peuple enjoyed in meeling together
on the abbath day in that
lace to worship God, to be
astructed in His ways and purposes,
and for a renpewal of spiritual streagth,
They were vccasionsof encouragement,
when the mind, wearied and perplexed,
might receive consolation and help by
a consideration of those glorious things
which the Lord had revealed.

We lived In an age when God had
again revealed himself to man lo the
flesh, and that in no uncertain inanuer
pot in a dream of the night vorioa
vision of the dJdarkoess, but in the

full Jight of day saod uader
the broad caoopy of heaven.
He condescended thus to reveal

Himself to the prophet Joseph Smith,
a lad in the poesession of all his facul
ties and awake to n lively cousclous-
vess of what was traospiring atound
bim. The boy propbet bebeld the
fserd clearly and distloctly, and learn.
ed that there was truth in the Berip-
tare which said that “God made
man in Higown image;” for He ap-
peared to him in the form of maan, Bs
a glorifled Being surrounded by a
beautiful halo which eame with Him
from heaven. He was accompauled
by His ‘Son Jesus Christ, whom
he introduced to the young
prophet, nod a coovVersation ot
some length pussed between them
upon the subject that Jogeph Hmith
had gone to learn of. He (the spenlker)
derived great consolntion whea he re.
membered that we lived in aun age
when so glorious an eveat as that
trapspired, wheno we were oot left with
the testimonpy of ancient prophets
alone efther upou the eastern or west-
era countinent.

Some three years after this first great
vision was glven to Joseph Smith he
was blegged with aoother, second in
grandeur ounly to the firet. One of the
ancieat prophete whe had lived upon
thie continent, who had passed through
the valley of the shadow of Jeath and
had been raised from the dead, ap-.
peared unto him and aonounced the
existence of a new voiume of seripture
—the testimouny of another continent
of people with the same great truths to
which thie Jews testified. He also re-
vealed unto him the thinge whiech
were shortly to come to Eaﬂs. 1o the
couree of making this proclanmation the

- | sorded

heavenly messenger quoted some
of the propheocies found re-
lo the Jewlsh ecriptures.
Fortunately, the Prophet Joseph bad
left upon record the passages thus
quoted to him, so that we might learn
from those ancient predictions what
were the purposes of Almighty God as
pertainjog to the Father, aod the
vharacter of the work that He was
about to establish o the earth. The
Prophet Joseph told us that the aogel
firat quoted a portion of the third chap-
ter of Malachi awnd also of the
fourth, which Elder Roberts read
and commented upon at  some
length. The angel said that the
thiogs therein described should come
to pass; and the experience of the
world taught us that when men per-
sisted in going from had to worse,
when wickedness !ncreased oo every
hanod uuntil it would be unjust to allow
a totally ungodly zeneration to perpet-
uate their species, pome stroog hand,
guide]J hy some strong power, had
swept them from the earth. Ho lo the
generation in which we lived, as with
which had preceded

generations

us, if we psowed the wind we
must expeet to reap the whirl
wind. Tt was the jrrevocable de-

cree of God, and we could oot alter,
amgod, or avert it try how we weuld.
Moen could be eaved only by repent-
jog of their slns and turniog from
variehteousness.

The aogel guoted these words alsc:
‘“Behold, I will send yon Elijah the
Prophet before the coming of the great
and dreadful day of the l.ord. And
he shall turn the hearts of the fathers
to the children,’’ ete. That seripture,
as foretold by him, waa likewise ful-
filled; for io the year 1835
Etijab did  vislt  the” Kirtinnd
temple and revealed those principles
which bad turned the hearts of this
people unto the fathers, and, bhe
douhted not, the hearts of the fathers
to the ebildren. OUr, better stiil, as ac-
tually quoted by him the passagestood
a little different. Thus: ‘I will reveal
uanto you the Priesthood by the haud
of Elijab; nod he shall plant [a the
hearts of the children the prowiees
made uanto the fathers, nod the hearts
of the ¢hildren shall be turned to their
fathers,lest I should come and rmite the
earth with a curse.”” The evidence
that there was virtae in the message
delivered by the Prophet Elijah to this
people was witnersod-to the workd by
the temples which had been erected
by them, in whioh n great wotk had
been done Loth for the liviog uod the

dead.

The heavonly messenger quoted
from the writlogs of Ieaiah, too, in
which was predicted the glorious re-
turn of the hosts of [srnel, Tbe|
11th chaypter of that book con-
tajoed the assurlog promise
of a reigt of peace, of a time when the
‘‘lion shall eat straw llke the ox, when
‘‘the wolf shall dweil v ith the lamb,*’
and *‘a little child shall lead them.”*
“And the suckiog ehild shall play oo
the hole of the asp and the wenoed
c¢hild put his hand on the cockatrice’s
den. They shall oot hurt nor destroy
in all my holy mouutain; for the earth
shall be full of the knowledge of the
Liord as the waters cover the sen.”

The epeaker then read from verse
12 to 16 of the same chapter, referriog

to the gathering together of ‘‘the dia-
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persed of Judah from the four coroers
of the earth.” The time was at hand
when Israel, so loog scattered,
when Judah, that had been desplsed
of all nations, buffeted, maitreated and
hunted like wild beasts of the forest,
would be remembered by (God accord-
fog to the promises made uunlo the
fatbers, nod when He would turo Hia
loviag favor towarde them agaip;
the day was coming when Jerusalem
should no longer be trodden under the
feet of the Geantilee, whose time was
aearly at hand, He who proclaimed
these thiogs was n messenger from the
courts of heavep; aod he {(the speaker}
would that his own voice was strong
epough to reach the remnants of the
houseof Israel in every land, snd the
house of Judah, scattered as jt was, a
hiss and a byword amoang the nations,
flesing as that people did, stripped,
bleeding and dispossessed of all by the
Russian goverameat, from that inhos-
pitiable land, Russia. He would that
their voicescould reach them, biddiog
them be of good cheer, that the hour of
their redemption was at haod, and
that they whom the futhers had
rejected would again receive n mani-
festation of God’s love and kionduoess
for them, He looked forward with
food anticipatlon to the time, indeed,
when unto the Elders of Israel would
be given the word, “Turn now uato
the house of Judabh.” We were told
emphatically that whilethis Gospel was
first uato the Geatiles, 1t was fecondiy
uato the Jews; and uato that people,
as awift meesengerp of mercy, he ex-
pected the Elders of [arael to go forth,
clothed with the power of the holy .
Prlesthoot, brioglog them salvation
and redemption.

Eider Roberts next turned to the
third chapter of Acts, from the 22od
verse of which he read, to the end of
the chapter, Not always, he said, was
the law of God upon the earth to be
treated with cootempt; not always
should wicked men and combioations
of wicked men bhave power tospurn
aud set aslde the decrees of Jebovab.
‘or the time must come, as had been
oredicted, when every knee ghould
Dow and every toogue confess that
Jesus is the "Christ, when every man
should owan alleginnce to the God of
heaven and earth, ‘“‘whose rlght it is to
reigo.”” Not always should the word
of Ged be as a shuttlecock, bandied
about between the battledoers in the
haods of uongodly men.

Before the happy sceoes described io
;he portion ot Holy Writ which he
aud just read came to paes there might
ve revolutions, wars, famines, and
peatilence atalking abroad upon the
earth. The Latter-day Salnts had
heen declaring these things to the
inhabitants of tiie world for the last
fifty years or more, and waroing the
nations that the hour of God’s judg-
ments was at haod, Thelr aoxious
desire was to save nll who would lis-
ten unto the Gospel mepsage; for it
was Jaid downo o God’s word: *ia
Mouat Zton nod io Jerusalem ehail
safety be fonund, nud all those who eail
upon the nawme of the Lord shnll be
delivered.”

When we reflected upon the glori-
ous promises which God had made un-
to His peuple, could we not derive on-
couragemeat from them? Where was
there room {or despondency or doubt,
where the reasoo for falteriog in the



