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bes not been because there was the
least doubt ar gquestion in my mind of
the'correciness of the position that they
had “taken My judgment was con
Winced-that their position was absolute
Iyicorrect, or | never would bave sub-
serived my-name’io-that document, nor
would §,im cenneotibn witk my bretiren,
dave sought in various ways to awaken
a class:bf reflections in the mind ol our
drother that would have brought him
in unison wi h the councit of wiich be
is a member. My position has been
such that I have fteli.the extremest
wielicacy, io every place and under every
ireum tance, m giving expre.sion to
aaything that could in any sense re
flect upun him  For this reason, it no
tother; in the midst of the dchiberalions
ol,my owa council with that ol the
Prisidency ol the Church, | bhave fel
extremcly guarded, reeking to gan as
mucly lime as practicahle in his inter
©51, trusiing that the time would come
when the Almighty would wuch his
sfeart and he wuuld, feel the sprit of
kindness that has wel ed upin the so ot
Piesident, Woodruff, that has guided
his dounse ors! and 1hat has been the
characterist.c 1o wvery denberation of
Presicient Snow in sceking to preserve
one*who wes dear to us all.  But tuere
<an be ng question in the minds of the
-Later-day, Saints. There may come a
time in all our Jjives when petchance,
amid Lhe temptaiions and ailurements
ouvk embition,, qur, hppe and fears for
owselves may-bet aroysed; but in our
pbercatnses, and- in the midst of the ex-
petiences ol this lile; the men who have
receiwved the Apostleship, who have
been chosen by God Himself 10 be
'witnesses 1o His_ Son, mus: find them-
selves sn that pasition that they indeed
Hsten to the styl small voice and recog-
nize the power which God hi nself has
established. | feel that this has been
and is the position of that circle in
which 1 move; and the uifortunate
circumstances whichh have at'ended one
of their associates in connec ion witn
this matter, is to me indeed a matter of
extreme regret. 1 have prayed, 1 have
ptead, I have done everything so far as
tay in my power in connection with
these circumstarces, trusting that our
Father might so move upon the heart oJ
bur br.ther that he would meet his
“rethren with a brokem heart anda
contrite spint. and say, *:1 am with you
heart and soul **

During this Coute:ence, my brethren
.od sisters, the spirit of inspiration rest-
ing upon Lhe brethren bas been, give
gar to the legitimate and proper coun-
sels ol the Priesthvod. 1 presuue
there are none ol us who have made a
{udy of 1he organizaiion that our Fath-
‘er has established that can question the
wisdom of those counsels. If the
people are to be united, it must be upon
Jthe basis that their hearls are in altune
with the proposilions upon which they
would be united We believe that God
in this aispensation has restored the Gos-
pel: that the Father and the Son came
to the Prophet and hestowed upon him
the knowledge that God did indeed live,
and that Jesus Christ was indeed Hs
Son; that all the keys, jowers and
authorities necessary to the accomplish-
‘ment of His wyrk. and that were exer-
cised in fotmer dispensations, were
given to him; and that in all these
thirgs and in the orgamazation ot His
Church, He presented us a complete
and pg{lecl pattern, that union might be

the result af their counsels and their
action. We nole th_ cunditions ol that
organizilion in all its bhearings, and
when one of the cogs in this machin
that God himseif has established shall
fail to be in attune with the balance ot
that machine, the resulls are manifest in
the spirits of ihe prople; for they read,
and read un-ierstandingly under the ju-
fluence of 1that Spirit, that these con-
ditions do exist and that the machinery
is not working as it shculd. Therefore
we, recognizing the purpose and design
of our Father in the completeness ol
that organization, keep in view the
movemenls and actions of the men at
the head, the spir t of their coun-el and
instruction, and we readily detect. while
words may not speak it, the spirit of
insabordination or a determina ion 10
not carry out and fulfill the otli ations
which ¢ ur Father has placed upon His
children; and recognizing this, a spirit
of unceriainty, of fear and of doubt
takes po-session of many men who:e
minds are susceptible to that influence.

| 1rust that the spirit of the work shall
indeed ever be with the Latter day
Saints; that the movements ihat are
made, the eflurts that are brought to
pass to secure the best inte rests of the
work and of its spread in the world,
shall be wriiten in the hearts ot the
people of God; and if they wilattend
to their pravers and {ulfill their obliga-
tions, our Father will never allow one
of them to drilt {frcm the patli of recti
tude and fail 10 maintain the honor and
credit of His cause in the world. But it
perchance a spirit sha!l take possession
ol us that we seek to aviod Ihe respon
sibilities that miay attach to us, and we
deire the encom ums and the lauda-
lions ot men, we may find ourselves car-
ried away with our ambuions, and.
catching our foot upon the app’ause ol
our fellows, will trip and fall and will
not be found carrying the standard and
proclaiming the truth as we should in
the presence of all men.

I desite 10 bear my teslimony to the
truth of the work of God. 1 did not
live in the flesh to know Joseph Smith.
I did not live inthe f{lesh 10 converse
with him. The ling, I presume, is
broken when you reach me in the Coun
cii of the Apostles, as to those who
knew him, Butlam here as muchof a
witness ol his mission as my brethren
who saw hém in the fle.-h. God gave
me the knowledge of his mission He
alsu gave me the acquaintance of Brig-
ham Young in the flesh, whom He ralsed
up as well as the Prophet ] xeph, to
tlant the standard of eternal trwhin
these mouniains and to be asavi rio
this people whom I e led imo the desert,
taught the ways of hushandry andthe
responsibilities and dutics of the people
of God. May the spirit of that Gospel
well up in our hearts. and the knowi-
edge that God lLives, that Jesus is the
Christ, 1hat Joseph Smith was His
prophet, 1that John Tavior was His
prophet, that Wilford Woodruft is His
prophet, live tn our hearts, and grow
aund spread until we shall scatter that
knuwledge to the t¢nds of the earth and
all mankind know of its truth.

ELBDER BREGIHAM YOUNG.

I have a desire to say a few words on
this occasion, and I trust that the same
spirit of kindness wilt be in my heart that
has been mapifested by, the brethren who
have spoken. [ am sure I feel very kind

and lenient and feel to extend mercy to

my brethren, as 1 ask for mercy from my
God. There was a time when I was ab-
sent {from Utah for two years and a half.
I left here in August, 1890 But I knew
more than I cared to know before I left
then in relation to this matter. [ cannot
see a man rise up and stand in open re-
bellion to his brethren in defiance of the
pleadings of his quorum, and feel that he
has the Spirit of God in him, which 1
witnessed previous to my departure in
1890; for I'saw Brother Moses stand in
open rehellion to his quorum. 1 have
ptayed for him, and I want to say to you
that personally I have shed more tears
over. this situation since the death of
President Taylor than over all the griefs,
public and private, that I have had since
that time. And [ think this is the same
with my brethren. But what can we do?
What position are we in? President
Woodruff has given us the keynote. No
man nor set of men can place themselves
in the way of this Church and its progress
and stay there; for they will be swept
aside. Tney cannot remain a stumbling
block to the people.

There are a {ew paragraphs in the Doc-
trine and Covenants tnat I would like to
read. 1 do not wish to multiply wards,
but 1 will say this: On a certain occasion,
guite a long time ago, 1 went to Presi-

ent Woodruft and asked him the ques-
tion, ‘“What is the reason of this darkness
that I see in the mind of a man whom 1
have loved like a brother, whom I had
placed in my affection equal t0 any man
upon the face of the earth?”’ Thisisthe
answer that be gave me: ‘‘He has sought
to rule over his brethren, and lost the
Spirit.”” 1 will read from a revelation
that has often been referred to; it is “‘A
Prayer and Prophecies, written by Joseph
the Seer, while in Liberty jail, Clay
County, Missouri, March 20th, 1839:"" *

Behold, there #re many catled, but few are
chosen. And why are they not chosen? |

Because their hearts are set so much- ugon
the things of this world, and aspire to the hon-
ors of men, that they do not learn this one
lesson— o

That the rights ol the Priesthood arc insepat-
ably connected with the powers of heaven, and
that the powers of heaven cannot be controlled
nor handled only upon the prineiple of right-
eousiless.

That they may be conferred upon us, it is
true; but when we undertake to cover our sins.
or to gratify our pride, or vain ambition, or to
exercise comtrol, or dominion, or compulslon,
upon the souls of the children of men, 1n any
degree of unrighteousness, behold. the heavens
withdraw themselves; the Spirit of the Lord is
grieved; and when it is withdrawn, Amen to
the Priesthood, or the authority of that man.

Where, brethren and sisters, will you
get the channel of communication opened
up between you and the powers that
reign over the earth? The God that sits
in the heavens, and the angels and saints
that visit us—through what line of com-
munication do they come? God has
placed these authorities here to guide
His people, and when a man cuts that
thread for himself, then the channel of
revelation is destroyed, so far as that
man is concerned. 1! you and I ever
consider that we can reach God and get
His mind and will in relation to this
great work without recsiving it through
the channel of those men who stand at
the head, then all I have to say to you or
myself is, we have cut the thread between
us and the Spirit of God, and we are left
to wander in bye and forbidden paths.
One channel, one organization! And no
man may rise against that and expect



