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sometimes beat them oD ench other,
sometimes on the groumd or on his
blanket, while the leader tapped
gently on hls drum, or pounded
awuy with all his might, accordingly
ug the voloes were soft or ioud. The
mon’s voloes Eounded somewhnat harsh
a8 they gruoted out tbeir notes, but
those of the women were rich and
musical, ln the ohoruses, and when-
ever the lnstruments were uzed, all of
the band joined in the song aud the

Hi, yen, eh, ha, ha, ah, ah, ha,

Ho, vh,oh, oh, bi, yen, ah!

whioh fullowed every verse of every

song wns amusing, if not aec-
oonding to the etriot rules of har-
mony¥ a8 we kuow them. The
words esung we could not under-

stand, but some of them seemed to be
impromptu, while others were famil-
iar to all the native benrers,
But new or old, there was no break
down in nny voesl effort.

This is not, however, all there s of
Indian musio. Jewlsh history in-
forms us that Jubal was tne *‘fatber of
nll suoh as hanpndie the harp and
organ,’’ and be was probably the first
to roduce muelo to rules. But har-
monious vocalism is 88 common among
all the races ns are the utternnoes of
speech by the wooal orgaume. The
American Indinn is naturaliy musical.
Between htm and the racea of the Old
World there occuta in the srt of alug-
ing the same coli.cidenee that is found
in various other respects. The ren-
dering of psalms as a manifestation of
devoetion charaoterized the Jews from
the earlieat period of thelr existence,
and so the Jike custom of singiog on
devotlonal occasions and fur the pur-

pses of prajses and fldelity to the

reatBSpirit, prevailed among the A mer-
lean Indian tribes. Thelr prayers and
praises at all religlous feasts and cere-
monies were nddressed to superior he-
ings in songs.

A with oivilized pvople uow, this

#lnging was accompanied with the ut-
terance of words set to peoulinr musio,
There were songs for feasts and dances,
for festive or splemn oocagions., Of the
Intter class I8 the nDoted death song,
-which every Indian sings when
warnoed of approachiog death, or when
convineed that the endof his mor.
tal eareer is ut hand. Bo also there are
stated songe for each important under-
taking ino war or peace. These effu-
sijonr, whatever purpose they ere
adapted to, usually consist of a few
short phrnses, which are many times
repeuted, thus dwelling long and fre-
quently on tho same Iidea., Indian
poetry is the language of exoltement
and the expression of poaesion.
Rbyme and measute are ]noking,
but the utternnoe of be words |s ac-
companied by modulations of the
voloe whioh constitute slnging.

In his celebraled Bong of Hiawntba,
Longfellow gives perfeot expression to
the style of Indian poetry. This is
the peculiar feature of thls masterly
groduouon of the famous poet, as can

e readily seen by comparison with
transiatiops of Indian examiples. Says
he:

Bhould you ask me, whence these storfes?

Wheneo these legends and traditlons,

With the odors of the forest,

With the dew and damp of meandows,

With tho eurling smoke of wigwams,

Tith the rostling of great rlvers,

With their frequent repetitions,

And their wild reverberations,

As of thunder in the mountaing,
I shonld anawer, I shonld teld you, ote.

Here is a literal translation of part of
the song of ah Indian woman of the
Blnokfeet tribe, to the spirit of her son,
who was killed oo hls frat war party:

O my son, farowell!

You have gono Leyond the great river,

Your spirit is on tho other slde of {he pand
huttes,

1 will not see yon ior a bundrod winters,

You wlill scalp the enemy in tho green prairie,

Beyond the great rlver.

Wihen the wurriors of the Blackfoot meet,

When they smoke the medicine pipe and danoe
the war dance,

They will agk, *'Whero is Isthumahka?

Where ig the f:»mvnst of the Mirsissippi?*

He fell on the war path, .

Many scalps will be taken for your death,

The Crows will lose many horees,

Their women weep for thoir braves, ete.

This dirge, wheneung in o plaintive
minor key, aed is wild, irregular
rhyme, is even more impressive than a
war song:

Full bappy am I, to ho alaln ond Lo lie,
On the anemy's side of the lino to le!

Fuoll happy am I—toll happy am 1,
On the@namy’s side of the lne to llo, ote,

In singing, the most exact time ls
i kept, and where the syllables of the
wolds ase are insufficlent for the

measure, short 1nterjections, as ba,
ba, bho, bo, "~yen, etc, hsviug
oo partioular  meaniog, sapply
the deflolenoy. Tune war s)ngs

partioularly are highly fgurative, and
confined to & certaln closs of music.
Iiven the drended war whoop is musl-
cal, apd limited to welt defined nnd
cleatly artioulnted notes.

Varlous mugloal instruments have
been met with nmony different tribes
of Indlans, There is a varlety of
drums, from the oge already
desoribed to the Bsacred drum,
which 18 made of the hollow
trunk of & tree, nbout two feet long,
one end being hended with a boary,
and the other with dressed deer skin.
Rattles of different kinds nre used, one
of n peculiar form being construoted
of deer hoots. A pumber of these
boofs are strung together, a small hole
belng bored 1o the narrow end ol esch,
and tied oo a sbort stick. The musio
or rattling 18 produced by jerking them
up and down. The sound is about as
pleasing as drawing a flle aoross a
saw, though of a different ohasaroter,
A nother kind of rattle is made uf n
gourd-shell, wherein beane or pebbles
ur¢ placed to produce the Jesired
sound.

Then thereis the “‘mystery whistle,*”
which is common to many tribes, and
which I8 so ingenlously made as to
baffie all efloris to lear . how the sound
is produoced, though it be played for
hours in the presence of white men
eager Lo learn the seeret. But thisis
never ascertained except by getting an
explavation from one who understands
tbe method of performing. This whls.
tle has u peculiarly sweet and liquid
sound,

In their music and dances the Indi-
ans show a good peroeption of time,
and measure it with muob exacthess.
In their muslc there is one prevalling
and oconstantly recurring sound, from
whioh the other sounds vary by all
manner of Irregular intervals, But the
tune a8 we comprehend it is eadly defi-
cient, a8 the Indians have no knowl-
edge of natural intervals of tones and
semi-tones. But they oan sing in their
way, and there ls niuslo, governed by
certain well defioed rules as to time,
quuntity of sound, and moiulations of
the volce. It is novel, interesting;

_—

acinetimes amusing, somwetimes 5o rrow.
ful, but nearly always impressive,
QrmuEg,

SANPETE STAKE CONFERENCE,

The regular quarterly oonference of
the Banpete stnke wos held on the 11th
and 12th of February, 1893, commenec.
ing at 10 a. m. op tbe 11th.

Therse were present at the opuning,
C. J. Fjeldsted of the presidency of the
Seventies, Cnoute Peterson and crunp-
selora of the stake, members of the
High Counoil, Bishops of wards, eto,,
and of the A postles, F. M. Lyman ang
A, H, Lung, Elder Whitaker came
in during the afternoon meeting of
Saturday.

A fter the usual openlng exercises the
Bishops repurted their wards, eaoh
giving ap exceptionally good report o
his ward, tbe majority of the members
thereof manifesting an increased de-
sire to show their faith by their workg,

Elder Peterson sald be believed the
Bishops had reported the wards as wel]
a8 could be done in the time they hpd
ocoupied, and he wus satisfled wigh
their reports,

The statistical and Bunday schog]
reports were read,

The (zeneral and stake agthoritiea g f
the Church were sustained by unanj.
meus vote. The names of twenty.one
seventies Wwere presented and they
were sustnined to be erdnined High
Prlests,

Elders C. 1. Fjelsted, F. M, Lyman,
Whitsker, and H. Heal addressed
the conference in the order na atiove,

After the close of the third meetiag
for the day, oonference adjourned g
10 a.m. Bunday.

Bunday, 10 a.m.—Eilder A. H, Lung
read from the Doctrine and Covenunts,
Afty-pninth !section, nnd eaid nope
would receive the promised blessings
but those who labor witi: an eye single
to the glory of God. He exhorted the
Saints to ouitivato charity for each
other,

Elder Liyman esid we bad Leen
edified in listening to Elder Luad,and
were also edifled yesterday in listening
to Bishop Ried, who remnarked that the
veterans 1o the Church were pissing
away, But, said the speaker, there
will always be plenty of veterans
to carry on the work—as one body
of veterany pass AWAaY A more DUmer-
ous body will bave arisen to take their
place. He spoke upon the difficulty

sometimes experjeuced in filllng the

office of Bishop, a8 n Bishop is always
with tbhe people, hence the people be-
come fully scquainted with him. Ip
relation to the veterans passing away,
be sajd that there was no cause for
sorrow when they had been faithfy]
till death., Whoen be died he wished
that all Israel could rejoloetbhat he had
kept the falth, and that it should be
the same with him as it was with
Elder Erastur S8now-—the feeling wasg
we coald notspare him, As 8 coun-
selor, ag a Oolonizer, as a legislator, his
services were of the greatest value; yet
this i the work of God, anu ns ope
man pasees AWaY another is prepured.
God has arranged it that this shall be
g0, The place of our birth and the
tamily in which we should be bornp
was no acoident. All are upder the
countrol of our great Head. He ex-
horted the Baluts that if difficulties
arise to seftle them themselves, as thut



