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sometimes beat them on each other
sometimes on the ground or on hiebla
blanket while the leader tapped
gently on his drum or pounded
away with all hishie might accordingly
as the voices were soft or loud the
mens voices soundedfounded somewhat harsh
asaa they grunted out their notes but
those of the women were rich and
musical in the choruses and when-
ever the instruments were used all of
the band joined in the song and the

hi yen ah heha ha ah ah ha
ikoho oh oh oh hf2 yen aiah I1

which followed every verse of every
song was amuilamusingng if not ac-
cording to the strict rules of har-
mony as we know them the
wordswards sung we could notact under-
stand but some of them seemed to be
impromptu while others were famil-
iar to all the native hearers
but new or old there was no break
down in any vocal effort

this IsIH not however all there is of
indian music jewish history in
forms us that jubal was we father of
all such as handle the harp and
organ and he was probably the first
to reduce music to rules but har-
monious vocalism is as common among
all the races as are the utterances of
speech by the vocal organs the
american indian is naturally musical
between him and the races of the old
world there occurs loin the art of sing-
ing the same coincidence that is found
in various other respects the ren-
dering of psalms as a manifestation of
devotion characterized the jews from
the earliest period of their existence
and so the like custom of singing on
devotional occasions and for the pur-
poses of praises and fidelity to the
Great Spirit prevailed among theamer
loan indian tribes their prayers and
praises at all religious feasts and cere-
monies were addressed to superior be-
ings in songs

As with civilized people now this
singingflinging was ascomaccompaniedpalled with the ut-
terance of words set to peculiar inmusicI1

there were songs for feasts aad dances
for festive or solemn occasions of the
latter class Is the noted death song
which every indian sings when
warned of approachingng death or when
oonconvincedvinced that the endand of his mor-
tal career toIs at band sobo also there are
stated songs for each important under-
taking in war or peace these effa
eione whatever purpose they are
adapted to usually consist of fta few
shorthort phraphraseses which are many times

repeated xuathus dwelling long and fre-
quently on thothe same idea indian
poetryI1 tois the language of excitement
and the expression of passion
rhyme and measure are lackingjacking
but the utterance of iibehe words is ac-
companiedcompacompan niedled by modulations of the
voice which constitute singing

in his celebrated song of hiawatha
longfellow fgivesives perfect expression to
the style 0of indian poetry this is
the peculiarpecullar feature of this masterly
production of the famous poet as can
be readily seen by comparison with
translations of indian examples saysbays
he

should youyon ask me whence these stories
whence these legends and traditions
with the odors of the forest
with the dew and damp of meadows
with the curling smoke of wigwams
with the rustling of great rivers
with their frequent repetitions
and their wild reverberations
As of thunderthinder in the mountains
I1 should answer I1 should tell yonvou etc

here isala a literal translation of part of
the song of an indian woman of the
blackfoot tribe to the spirit of her son
who was killed on his first war party

0 my son farewell I1

you have gone beyond the great river
your spirit Is on the other side of the sand

buttes
I1 will not see you for a hundredbundred winters
you will scalp the enemy in the green prairie
beyond the great river
when the warriors of the meet
when they smoke the medicine pipe and dance

the war dance
they will ask 11 wherewhere is lathumaka
where is the bravestbravest of the mississippi
he fell on the war path
many scalps will be taken for your death
the growscrowe will lose many horses
their women weep for their braves etc

this dirge a plaintive
minor key andaed lain wild irregular
rhyme is even more impressive than a
war song

full happy am I1 to be slain and to lie
on the side of the line to lie I1

full happy am I1 full happy am 1I
outonhaegythe side of the line to lie etc

in singing the most exact time tois
isIP kept and where the syllables of the
words use are insufficient for the
measure short intersectionsinterjectionsinterjectionsiotis as ha
ha ho hobo yen etc having
no particular meaning supply
the deficiency the war angs
particularly are highly figurative and
confined to a certain class of music
even the dreaded war whoop is musi-
cal and limited to well defined and
clearly articulated notes

various musical instruments have
been met with among diffiedifferentrent tribes
of Indindianslans there is a variety of
drums from the one already
described to the sacred drum
which tois made of the hollow
trunk of a tree about two feet long
one end being headed with a board
and the other with dressed deer skin
rattlesbattles of diffdifferentbereut kinds are used one
of a peculiar form being constructed
of deer hoofs A number of these
hoofs are strung together a small hole
being bored in the narrow end otof each
and tied on a short stick the music
or ratrattlingaling Is produced by jerking them
up and down the sound laIs about as
pleasing itsas drawing a file across a
sawbaw though of a different
another kind of rattle is made of a
gourd shell wherein beans or pebbles
are placed to produce the le
sound

then there is the mystery whistle
which is common to many tribes and
which is so ingeniously made as to
baffle all efforts to lear how the sound
is produced though it be played for
hours in the presence of white men
eager to learn the secret butbat this is
never ascertained except by getting an
explanation from one who understands
the method of performing this whis-
tle has a peculiarly sweet and liquid
sound

in their music and dances the indi-
ans

indi-
ana show a good perception of time
and measure it with much exactness
in their music there is one prevailing
and constantly recurring sound from
which the other sounds vary by all
manner of irregular intervals but the
tune as we comprehend it tois sadly defi-
cient as the indiansindiano have no knowl-
edge of natural intervals of tones and
semi tones but they can sing in their
way and there is music governed by
certain well defined rules as to time
quantity of sound and modulations of
the voice it is novel interesting

sometimesBome timea amusingamu eine sometimessowe times sorrow
ful but nearly always impressive

SANPETE STAKE conference
the regular quarterly conference ofthe stake was holdheld on the alth

and of february 1893 commenc-
ing

commene
at 10 a in on theabe

there were present at the opening
0 J fjeldsted of the presidency of tilethe
seventies canute petersonPete raon and coun-
selors of the stake members of thehigh council bishops of wards etc
and of the apostles F M lyman aridand
A H lund elder whitaker came
in during the afternoon meeting of
saturday

after the usual opening exercises the
bishops reported their wards each
giving an exceptionally good report of
hishie ward the majority of the members
thereof manifesting an increased de-
sire to show their faith by their works

elder patersonPe tereon said he believed the
bishopsbishope had reported the wards as well
as could be done in the time they hallhad
occupied and he was satisfied with
their reports

the statistical and sunday school
reports were read

the general and stake authorities 0 fr
the church were sustained by unani-
mous votevoie the namesdames of twenty one
seventies were presented and they
were sustained to be ordained highellen
priests

elders C J fjelsted F M lyman
whitaker and H beal addressed
the conference in the order as above

after the close of the third meeting
for the day conference adjourned to
10 am sunday

sunday 10 am eldereider A H lund
read from the doctrine and covenants
fifty ninth section and said none
would receive the promised blessings
but those who labor with an eye singsingleIs
to the glory of god he exhorted the
saints to cultivate charity for each
other

elder lyman said we had been
edified in listening to elder Lun dand
were also edified yesterday in listening
to bishop riedbied who remarked that the
veterans in the church were passing
away but said the speaker there
will always be plenty of votveteranserang
to carry on the work as one body
of veterans pass away a more numer-
ous body will have arisen to take their
place he spoke upon the difficulty
sometimes experienced in filling the
office of bishop as a bishop is always
with the people hence the people be-
come fully acquainted with him in
relation to the veterans pawingpassing away
he said that there was no cause for
sorrow when they had been faithful
till death when he died he wished
that all israel could rejoice that he had
kept the faith and that it should be
the same with him as it was witwith
elder erastus snow the feeling waswag
we could not snaredarei him As a coun-
selor as a boloncolonizertzer as a legislator his
services were of the greatest value yet
this tois the work of god anuana as one
man passes away another is prepared
god has arranged it that this shall be
so the place of our birth and tikethe
family in which we should be born
was no accident all are under tthe
control of our great head he exegr
hooted theshe saints that itif difficultdifficultieslep
arise to settle them themselves as thilltha


