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you think of a savage, who had never
lived in a house, coming among us and
without watching the processes ot build-
ing, without seeking the advice of his
more favored fellows, would begin lay~
ing one stone upon another without
fastening them togeiber with wortar?
Why, you would say he is a fool becanse
be 1s bumlding a house that is apt to be
blown down upon his head. Yet we
are in that very same condition as
Latter-day Saints. We are inexperienc-
ed in many things. Woe need insiruction
from God and from His servants, and
yet without seeking that instruction we
are building houses that the first wind
will blow down about our ears. When
you do not understand a subject, do not
understand a !labor that you have got to
perform, is it not natural for you to go
to those who have inlormation and seek
to gain it? This is common in worldly
aflairs. Should it be less common in
spiritnal things? If the day ever comes
when all the people are prophels, and
upon ali the people there rests the
Spirit of God in its fuliness, it wiil be
nonecessary perhaps for yon to seek
counsel as much as you onght to do now.
Bui 1 do not believe the day will ever
come, 1n lime or in eternily, when we

will Le from under the supervision and
the counsel of persons who are over us
—ot our Heavenly Father, and our

earthly fathers, lor that matter, i they
live according tothe laws of God and
the Guspel of Jesus Christ.

Closely allied with this principle of
seeking counsel is that of obedience;
for il we seek counsel only to disregara
it, better that we do not seek i1, because
we rest under great condemnation if we
turn aside from the truth alter it has
been presented to us. The obedience
which 1s required in the Church should
be first taught in the home, at the fire-
side—ogbedience-of wives to husbands,
in righteousness; obedience of children
to parents, in nghteousncss. The in-
spiration wnich a 1ather can give, if he
lives right, to his wite and his <hldren
wili prumpt them to fullow him from
love of him rather than from lear of
him. "~ There shoulid he a love in the
home that will close the woman’s mouth
aganst slander, either of her kindred or
of her friends; that will never aliow her to
siy a word against the character or the
reputation of him who is placed to be
ber head; that will never allow her to
optm her motuth in the presence of her
children to revile or tu speak harshly
ol their lather ur against a pelghbor im-
propeily. Ooedicnoce is discouraged
rather ihan established in many homes
throngh a lack of ordinary wisdom on
the part o! fathers and mothers. At meal-
time they will assail the characiers ol their
breinren and siswers in tne presence of
those little unirained, untaught minds.
sowing seeds 0 distrust and batred (hat
all the alier iile ol these chiidren w il
not remove. First, they do tnis with
their fellow Church members; then hey
dy it with eact other; and in alter yeara
when tnese seeds have been sown and
watered, cuhivated and gruwn o
sircu.tn, the parenis are surprised at

th= lack of obedicoce on the part of

their spns and d.aughlcrs, and at their
wanderings, their fa.schoocs and 1he
other evils that afffict tne ris.ng genera-
tion of this age. Go back 10 the somce
of this trouble; go back tothe begin-
ping ol this evil, and eradicate 1, you
faibers and motners, Lel your mouths
never viter a word of evil aga.nst your

‘1 trust not.

fellow-men in the presence of those
children for whose training you are re-
sponsible. If you cannot speak well of
your kindred and your friends, rather
keep jour mouths closed than to sin
yourselt and also place sin npon your
offspring. Obedience in the family
should be cullivaleg, should be en-
couraged by every word and act. [am
glad to say that there are some young
men and women who are just as obed-
ient 1o their fatners and mothers as the
smailest childis. They do not partici-
pate in this feeling which is more poeti-
cal than just, that the place for the
father and mother, the aged ones, is in
the chimney corner, and not in the
social gatherings of the youth.

You find among the Latter-day Saints
a desire on the part of the young to
congregate together, and to debar irom
their associations the aged—their fathers
and their mothers. Why is i1? Isit
because they have evil in their hearts?
But the suspicion has
ground. The happiest parties that |
ever remember attending in my ch Id-
hood are those where our aged hrethren
and sisters gathered with the young
peaple and gave them leaves trom their
experience —'eaves that inspired faith,
parrativer that encouraged hope and
trust in God. 1 have heard, and that
very recently, young people remark—
young people, too, who are ol the most
faithiul parents—that they will not at-
tend such and soch a gathering, because
1he old peuple are going to be there.
Qur aged brethren and sisters may not
be as pulished assome of these inte:ligent
(accouroing to their own ideas) youag
people who live now; but where did
you get your polish? Where did you
get vour intellectual sirengih? Where
did you get the graces and adornmenis
of which you boast? You got them
through the sacritices of vour fathers
and mothers, through their efforts 1o
your behalf, and their faithfulness be-
fore God, which has drawn down the
blessings of heaven upoun you as well as
upon them. When you go before the
Master you may be sure that you will
have to give an account of tne treat
ment you bave rendered to your fatbeis
and mothers. You will be under their
supervision and direction and care, to a
certain extent, in that world as you
should be here. | admired the remark
of one very nice young lady of this city,
made only a few weeks ago in talking
about her prospects of marriage and
wnom she intended to select from among
her suiturs. Says she, 'l will not marry
any man unless my pare ts consent to
it.” *“What! not it you love him? not
it your whole being seems to be wrap-
ped up in him?" “No,” says she, ¢l
will not do It whatever my personail leel-
ing: may be; unless my parcnts consent
1 shall not marry him.”” Sne had acquir-
ed confidence in the judgmentand 1o tne
righteonsness of her parents 1t spoke
volumes for the tramning she had re
ceived in her home, and it bhespcaks
blessings for her in this lite and ir eter-
nity.

You teach your children to be obed-
ient an1 taithinl to you, and you will hnd
lhose children obedient to the Guspel
and to the Priesthood of God. There
wiill be no difficulty in cunyolling them,
po trouble bnnging them into the line
ot thewr duty They will be ready
under ai} circumstances to answer the
requirements that are made of them.
Disobedience is one greal cause of the

troubles which we have had in the
Courchin the past, and it will be the
cause of greater trouble in the future
unless it is overcome. In the days of
Nauvoo, when men were called upon
missions, they were not asked as to

the_ir circumstances; their names were
calied and they were expected 1o
go to the npations of the earth to

preach the Gospel without warning,
and if they did not have money to pay
their passage they walked, just as one
brother did here a few months ago—
started from our city on foot to fill a
mission in Europe, with a courage that
knew po danger, a faithfulness that
could not be overcome. That is the
kind of men who established this
Church. That is the kind of women—
women of faith, who, when their hus-
bands leit them without food to last
them a single day and without clothing
to keep them warm, would still tap their
husbands upon the back and tell them
to magnify their callings. That is the
kind of men and women that
laid the foundations of this work
deep and strong —so deep and
50 sirong that they will never be
uprooted until the consummation of all
things. One Elder who hesitated in the
days of Joseph to answer to a call 10
g0 upon a missitn was told by the
Prophetto go or be damnped. That
was the word to him. No hesitation
was aliowed. Wnat! was that a threat
to his person? No, it was a threat
ereater than to his person; it was a
revelation of what would be the result
of_ his disobedience, He accepted the
mission, and performed a faithful one
too. Toere was no thought of disobede
tence at that time.. Now people are
asked as to their condition. "It is well
enough perhaps that it is so 1 do not
complain ol it Tne people are in dif-
terent circumstances. But I stll belisve
that ‘there should be sufficient faith jn
tne rearts ol the people of God ihat if
they are called upon missions and they
canoot obtain means to pay their pass
sages, they should answer that call and
iravel without purse and Scrip, trusting
in God to provide tor their Necessities,
With such a spirit in the people as this
we will find a courageous race growing
up in these mountains. Speaking of
that, [ want o say that [ someiimes
feel h_umlllaled at the spirit manifesteq
b .hlders of this Church, wno are
afraid to do what is right because of
the fear ol public opinion. Puulic
opinion is a good thmy, becanse it
often restrains the vile and the cor-
rupt from doing things which would
injure the commumty. But every Lag.
ter-day S ant shomd feel hke the old
Commodore who was lold ot what the
result would be in the public ming con-
cermng the comise which he had deter-
mined to take. He said, ““Tye public
be damned. > Il we know a thing 1s
ngnt, we should do it regardless of the
cunsequences, trus'ing in God 1o bring
Bood vut of what sometuues appears to
ve evil. Do you think I public opinivn
bad contruiled the world we would
have reached the plane we now occup,
No, we would not, not by any means,
The Savior would not have come [orih
establistuog a new worder ol tlungs
amung the Jews; Luther would not have
nsen as be uid 1n the dark ages tu cal. a
bait upon tne imiquiues of 1h  great
muther choren; Josepn Smith wow o pot
have reveaied 1o 1he workd the Gu-pel
that God gave 10 mm. It 1hese meg
had been guverned and conruiled by



