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Cannon’s conditlon, would reeult dis-
agtroosly to bim In bie Church posl-
tlon did he desiet, On Presiden:t Can-
non’s release (fom confinemeot the
metier wae fully investigated and it
wis demonptfated that iuwetead of
Brother Cancon’s owing him be wae in
Brotber Capnon’s debl to ap amount
which he ruhsequentiy pald. For his
inpalte and hard Janguage towarde
Brother Cunnon he hue never apolo-
glzed nor made soy amende. This in.
cioent {8 referred to in President {nn-
non’s sbsence jrom the Biute. He
has alws ys preserved gilence on tbile
matter and did not wish it to be men-
tioned ngninst Brother Thatcher. But
it is importanl as sbowiug Mosue
Thatcher’s spirit and bearing towarde
hie brethren.

Brotber Thatcher makes grea’ pre.
teneione of devotion to tbe Church nno
declures he hae '‘never ehirked nay
reeponeibility.’’ Tbe penple in many ol
the vurioue Htakes of Zion who bave
been visited by the Aposiles may aek
tbemeelved when they have ever sesn
Mogee Thatocher st Lheir quarterly oon.
ferences of other QChurco gatbherings,

He bas neglecied the meelings of nis
Quorum for years. This was not al-
ways on account of ill-heaitb., He wae
nble, nt least 10 the esriler pari of the
time, to altend to buesinepse »DJ pleas-
ure »flaije, apparently iu goou bealth
and epirite. The rol] book ol meetings
of lthe Presidency &nd the Apostles
showp that Irom May, 1889 0 April,
1886, a period of about seven years, he
war In atlendance st the regular
weekly meeting but 83 timer. There
were held 277 ol thote meetings, at
which Presiuent Woodrnfl, Lhough
welghied down by age and numerocus
caler, was present 256 times, HIis ab.
tonce whp alwa¥8 on account of eipk-
nese. Brother Thalocher’s resldepce
wee moet ol the time in Lovan, bt
the beur was get spo Lthat be und others
at a disiapce could have reasonable op-
portunity to attend,

Brother Thutcher’s spirit has been
contumaciouer and he has been self-
opiuionaled and arbitrary. Previoue
to tbe dedicestion of the Temple his
brethren latiofed witbh him {fer many
hpors to briog bim into tbe proper
frampe of mind to unite with them Iu
that sacred ceremony. His couditien
wae Dot entirely eatlsiactoly st the
clope of the protracted {uterview, but
was accepted out of charity and mercy

te him that bLe might not be
excladed from the dedication,
with the hope Ltbet tbe epirit

ot the ocearion wou!d influepce bim to
thorcugh recongillatlon. President
Woodiufl’s announcement of harmony
BawnoDg the brethfen was made wiith
this understanding, but bas been adroil-
1y 1urued by Brotber Thatcber tn ehut
oft sl that ocourred belore that time,
and whbich would not now be alludea
to but for his own utlersnees und refer-
ence o ble pretended humilily and
hsrmony.

In acoeptiog pDomination for a po-
litieal (flce, which 1f elecled thereto
would have taken him awsy from his
ecciesiastical duties for loog periods,
withcut consoliailon with his gquorum
and the Presidency, he conld not bat
buve kuown that he was violating a
requifement of high offictals in the
Church. Yet he would not coneult
with them, while he wae sble 1o at-
tend polirical gatheringr and bueiness

mweetings althongb in poor health’
Here ageain he was oui of harmony
with bis brethren.

There wap no need for any loss of
manhbood of proper independeonce nor
the forfeiture of any of the righls of
citizenebip. But if he did not value
bis Apostieship and Priesthood as of
the very first coneideration he wua pot
wortby tohold them, and his suhese-
quent course phowa that be beld them
in great esteem in theory bot in very
#mall esteem tfa prectice.  Fine wards
and s¥mpatbetlis pbrases do very weli
to iLfiuence the poblie, but they
count for  weotbing In the Iace
of deeds thnt contradict Lthem,
snd the fallure to do that
whbieh 1a 8o rhelorically pirofessed,

Tone etanding snd feliowehip of
Moses Thutcher as a member of the
Churcb has Dot been brought into
question, therelore there bus been no
trinl. He has heen deslt with hy his
quoium for lack of harmeny with hi-
nepocintes, sometbing that was en.
tirely in his own power to esrfeoi
without great exertion or much time.
I[f hie tandlne in the Church wes ai
atake, apecific cbarges would be made,
aod he would have 10 answel to them
ip the usual way, which ie not and has
ool been by pobllc demonetration.

What bee been done wWae vecessnly
and a doty., Actlon was not taken
until it was certajn that po further
deiay would he of any mse of benefit.
Morer Thatcher bae heen trested with
grenter coneplderztion and merey than
any other man who bhas taken the
conrse which be has pursiuved. He hag
been prayed for, waited upop, pleaded
with and wept over untll nis rehellion
atd contumacy wolv eeen to he ivvin-
cible, and he i8¢ in open hostility to
regulatiope which tbe whole Church
hue adopted any ratified. He could not
aDd caunot be any loneer empowered
to act in the authority of the Holy
Privptbood.

Anu now let the Latter-day Bainte
penaer upon the situstlon, and take
tbe warnipg .glven by the Propbet
Joreph Bmitb ue a key Lo the Cliurch
tor ah time. Li ie as tolluw:: ’

I will give you one of the keys of Lhe
mysteries of the Kingdom. It is an
alernal principle, tbat has exiated with
God from sll eternity. That man who
rises up to condemn others, finding fault
with the Church, saylng i1hat they ale
oot of the way, while he himself is
righteous, tben know assoredly, that
thet man is in the high road (o apostasy;
and if he does not repent, will aposta-
tize, a8 God lives.—History of Joseph
Smith, July 2, 1839.

In congluslon I repeat the worde: of
Hlm who spake Bg Dever man epa ke:
Hethat exalteth himselfahall be abased

but he that humbleth hlmeel! shall be
exalted.

Your brother in the Gospel,
LORERZO Brow.

FANT OFFERINGS.

On Deg, 8, comes the regular month-
ly Fast Day of tbe Oburch, this beltg
the firet Babbath authoritatively desig.
uated for Fegular observance by all the

Baiors, In thelr epistie on Lhe subjept
the Firet Presidency esy that bere-
after tbey uvesire *tbe Latier-day
Buain(s, under the directivn of the

Prerideots of Binkee and the Blabops,
to meel in their several places of wor-
ehlp on the alternoon of the firet Bun-
day in each montb, whenever it can
be done convenien:tly, and devole the
meeting to the adminlstration of the-
Bacrameni, to the bearlng of testimony
by the membere of tbe Cburch, to the
blessing ol cbildren and the con-
firming of mewmhers in the Chorch,
and te racb other eervicee a8
have usually beesn aliendsG to at
wuch meetings.”” Ino Balt Lake City
the Jarge Tahernagie e to be plosed on
the atternoon of the firet Bunday in
each montb, 8o ae to give theBeinte
opporftunity tn meet in the eeverak
wearde on tbe Fast Day.

In conneciion with the observange
uf the lasl, the First Prepldeccy aleo
gave tbe fuliowing Instroction:

Care should also he taken on anch oo-
casjons to see that the wants of the poor
are relicved by tbe contributlone of the-
Saints in their behalt, that no cry of tho
indigent or suftering sball arise from
our land in tbo ears of thoe Lord of Sa-
haolh. '

Tbe obeervance of this, as well 8s .

the other inetruciions, is essential
to invoke the blessinge of
the Liord tbrough a properly

ohserved Fast Day. It s o pacrifive
which is the means of calling down
tbe favorse of heaven. A purpose of
thia donsatlon, which Ia suggestively
tixed at tbe food that would he Decess
saly fof two meale, i that a blessing
should be ponferred upoua the poor,
that tbelr uppealato the Liord might not
he in vain. Itis oDe of the avenues
tbe Lord bae pfovided foranweriog the
prayers of the needy; and if those Fho
profees to be Baints sunould seek Lo close
up the avenue by refuring to respond to

tne cali, theo they would be culpable:-

1o seeking to obetruct tbe way of
plessipg the Loor anu peedy—an atli-
tude that no Baint would be willing
to apsume, e¥en through carelessners.
But when the Bainte nccept the Fes
sponsihility placed upon them by
tnls oall, asd provide for tbhe needy,.
they opem tbe way to themseives
tor increaced blesrings ae & Fewald for
tbelr obedienge. The Liord remisdeu
Hie disciples on B certaln occagiong
“For ye have the poor aiwaye with
you; hut me ye have not alwaye.’” Yet
by observing His command regarding
their offeringe for the po:r the latler-
cau lecelve ouré and the Baints al-
ways have the Lord’s blersing with
them,

It the Latter-day Halinola wele
tn fully obeerve the order of
Fast Day in presealing their

tast ofteringe to the Lord, there would-'
be litlle room for complarnt that any .
wele allowed o g0 hungry among the .

poor; the amoust #n contributed would:
he very nearly suflicient to meet 8ll
requiremeots In thie direction,

some wbo profees to be Bainte, and
puralle} with inis failure it might not
he difficuit for those who have.
falien short to trace B dé=
privation to themselves of blerslnge.
they erjoyed wheu their falthiulness
was greater. Now that the knstroc-

tivne of the First Prealdency have °

drawn epecinl attention (o the Faet
Day, thers is an excelient opportunity
fof all Balnte to resolve to ilve up 1o
the tull requizements, and to kesp that

But.
there hae been fallire on tne part of.
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