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in lormer times some enthusiasts
among the mormonscormons believed and
some perhaps still believe that the
kingdom has already cohnecome and the
reign of the saints has already be-
gun in zion fulfulfillingtilling the prophetic
oracles of the bookboob of daniel and
the revelations of st81 john and it
will be seen upon what theory the
mormonscormons are charged with 11193 Is
loyalty to the civil authority
especially as it is claimed that they
are bound to obey the head of their
church just as it has been main-
tained that the catholics are bound
to obey the pope of romeborne

accordingly at an early day in
missouri about the time govern r
boggs issued his herald like procla-
mation that all the mormonscormons should
be exterminated when one of the
saints ivaswas on trial before a
I1usticejustice of the peace on a charge of

treason the prisoner was asked
the question do yuyou believe in the
bookoffbook of daniel the prisoner an-
swered in the affirmative put
that down said the justice to his
clerk that is evidence of treason ll11

however the leading bottonscormonsmormons of
this day hold with other denomi-
nations that the kingdom is yet
to cornecome s

again there were troublous times
in utah between thirty and forty
years ago growing out of a conflict
in the jurisdiction of the courts an
army was sent out by president
buchananbuchanananBuchananinin 1857 in this mor-
mon war pa I1 believe nobody was
hurt and brigham young sent out
hisbis hosts to meet thithe ir invaders with
the extraordinary order that no
blood be shedabed under the excite-
ment many intemperate speeches
and threats were made by brigham
and others

the cormonsmormonsMor mons avow their fealty
to the government under the con-
stitutionution which they say idof divine
origin and during my seven years
sojourn in utah there was no at
temptand there did not appear to be
the slightest disposition to raise an
insurrection or oppose the execution
0of thee lawsaws by forceree

butbat it is true that from time to
time they criticisedcriticized the I1judges of the
courts and other federal officers
charging them with violating the
law and cruelty and injustice in its
administration for example

the federal judges in utah a few
years ago made aran extraordinary
decision in the application of what
was called segregation 1 I the
third section of the so called Eed-
munds

d
act of 1882 makes it an in-

dictabledic table offense for any male
person to cohabit with more
than one womanand fixes the maxi-
mum punishment at a fine of
and imprisonment for six months
but the judges invented a new doc-
trine and called it segregation
the gistgiat of which is13 that if a man
had been living with two or more
wives for three years the period of
the statute of limitations the grand
jury might segregatessegregate s that is
divide up the three years into
periods of a year a mouthmonth a week
or a day each and bring in a separ
ate indictment for each of theseae

segregated 11 periods so that the
three years being segregated into
period one day each the offender

for three years continuous cohabi-
tation might be indindictedfeted 1095 titimesnies
with cumulative fluesand imprison-
ments amounting to fines
audand years and six months im-
prisonment

this doctrine was applied in many
cases the mormonscormons criticisedcriticized it as
contrary to law and against the
whole course of judicial decisions
in similar cases both in englandEnglanLi

and america and that by a sort of
judicial legislation the judges
sought to punish a man an indefi-
nite number of times for one of-
fense in violation of the constitu-
tion but the judges gave no heed
to these I1 disloyal complaints and

9 9 until thewent on segregating
supreme court of the united states
reversed the cmcaeses and decided that
the mormonscormons were liht and the
utah judges were wrong I1lo10n
snow U S S C repbep page

another case of mormon dis-
loyalty occurred in the autumn of
1882 A majority of the utah com-
mission decided that a man was not
entitled to be registered as a voter
who bad married a plural wife sub-
sequent to july 1 1862 the date of
the passage of the first act concern-
ing polygamy although all his
wives or all but one had died from
ten to twenty years before

the mormonscormons were so disloyal
that they criticisedcriticized this ruling as ab-
surd unreasonable and contrary to
law how y they asked can a
man be a polygamist who has no
wife at MRall

this doctrine however continued
to be enforced by the commission
for over two years and many dor the
leading citizens were denied the
right to vote or hold office among
them wmwin jennings the mayor
although they had had nona more
than one wife for many years FU
ally after the ciscustomarytomary laws
delay the supreme court of the
united states decided that this rul-
ing of the commission was errone-
ous murphy vsva ramsey et al
supremesupreme court rep page 15

another rare specimen a new
variety of the

of utah was examined dis-
sected and immolatedimmo by the unit-
ed states supreme court in the
case of hang united

statestates supreme court rep page

error no 4 there is a general
misapprehension in the public mind
in regard to the extent to which
polygamy is practiced and also as
to its present status

of the whole mormon population
in utah only a very small per cent
are in poypolygamygamy and of the adult
males from 85 to 95 per cent
are not living in a polygamous rela-
tion

butbult before proceeding further in
relation to the present condiconditiontiou
in regard to polygamy I1 will give
my solution of the very natural and I1

reasonable query how did it come
to pass that a people so intensely
devotional and religious and pos-
sessed of soBO many good qualities
should have accepted the creed and
practices of polygamy so repug-
nant to european and american
civilization Vy

forforaa right understanding of this
question it is necessary to consider
the mormon doctrine of continu-
ous lerevelation 12

they believe as before stated in
the revelations of moses and the
prophets hs recorded in the old
testament and also in the gift of
prophesy y as promised in the
new testament to them who btbi
lieve 11

they say that from tilethe days of
the patriarchs of isrelisrael down to the
revelations of john on the isle of
patmos after the death of christ
there was a long line of prophets
seers and revelatorsrevelatory who appeared
at different ages and through manymaily
centuries such as daniel israel
jeremiah habakuk NabuNahum mandand so
on they declare that it is not
consistent with the divine wisdom
after centuries of communication
from the celestial kingdom through
the prophetic or aclis mankind
should have been suddenly cut off
and enclosed as with a canopy of
brass from all further light from
above

accordingly when joseph smith
appeared and was accepted as a

prophet seer and revelatoryrevelator in
these latter days and proclaimed

the dispensation of the falness of
times the revelations to
have been received by him were ac-
cepted by his follfollowers as emana-
tions from his divine will these
revelationsrevelationsy are printed in a book

entitled the book of doctrine and
covenants and among cherif is
one sanctioning a plurality of
wives this is the real origin of
polygamy among the Mor mons al-
though the example of abraham
isaac and jacob david and solo-
mon and other noted personages
among the chosen people made it
easier for the mormonscormons to accept
the modern revelation and yet
when the doctrine wadwaa firstt publicly
promulgated in salt lalakee city in
1852 it was received by many of
the saints with reluctance or
aversion however the power and
influence cf brigham young were
so potential and the confidence of
the people I1in him as a wise law-
giver and a prophetprophet was so great
that polygamy was accepted as a
part of the creed

but sagacious men aang the
mormonscormons have long foreseen that
the practice of polygamy must
eventually be abandoned and since
the death of BrigbrighinaBri ghanaharo young in
1877 there has been a constantly in-
creasing disposition among the peo-
plepletoto unload this incubus from their
shoulders the difficulties in the
way of an immediate change in
this respect can be readily imag-
inedi

three years ago however impor-
tant steps in this direction were
taken by a great majority of the
mormon people an act of congress
which took effect on march 3 1887
required of every voter as a con

precedent to registration that
he should make an affidavit declar-
ing among other things that he
would not enter the polygamous re
lation nor commit fornication or
adultery and that he would not aid
orabeeor abet counsel or advise others to
commit any of such offensesoffe oses


