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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

NAUY(QO AND THE MORMONS,

For eome (ime psst tbe Peoria, Il
noie, Journai has heen publishing
remlniecences of early daysino Illinois,

-and on ooe ocoasion in particular had
wome &lleged recollections with refer-
ence to the I.atter-day Salnts which
were eo far rom tbe truth that we felt
impelled to 0sal] attention to thelr inac-
curacy. Initsiseme of April 23rd ie
another of these reminieceovt ariioles
which Je glven noder the title at the
Jead of thie article snd whiob has in
it muchb more that is seocurate than
some othere have. The Illinois veteran
who furnoishes the parrsiive says he
was employed ion a cooper slop
in Rushvllle, Bobuyler county, in
1843 and 1544, auu often sBaw
the Propbet Josepn and Jeading Mor-
moos as Lbey slopped at Lamberi’s
tavero, the Rushville hoslelry, en
route to apd from Bpringfield, tbe state
‘capital, Of the proceedings in the
years named he say::

You riust remember that [ was only a
boy then and I am not now very proud
of the part I took in the anti-Mormonex-
citement. It was as a boy that [ par-
ticipated in different movements sod al-
ways under 1he leadership of older and
more wise heads.

Witn this prefsce to bhis remnarss he
goer on to deecribe Joseph as ‘& tall,
raw.boned, sallow-complexioned per-
evn. He had dark nair apnd alwaye
dreseed vely neatly. Io raot he useu
40 wenr clothes that we would then

. ‘have been eatiafled wilb ne our Bunday
dude. ‘There was puibing pecuilat or
eccepiric in bie mianner of eitber talk-
inu or acllpg, osr did bis gaib indicate
that bé was the far-famed Prophet,
He used to tnve considerable business,
time end sagalp, in Bpnogfieid, the
capital of the stste, anu Rushvilie was
60 bis route. [t was at the time while
be was ob these trips that I eaw nj
and heard him talk,?? .

Tbe nareator then told how that, in
thoee days, there wue much la wiessyens
goluy on, aod sald:

Everybody knew about the Mormous
and their methods, or at least everybody
thought they did. Not a horse was siolen
-or a deed of unlawfulness committed thai:
was not laid at the door of the Latler-day
-Sajots. ‘Lbhey grew comstantiy more ob-
noxjous and distasteful all the time, I
10w feel that much of tbe crimes acored-
ited to thum wore unjust, bus ab the time,
being a mere boy, I fell in with the pop-
nlar bellef. ’

He then staled that fivally things
reucbed wuch a oritival st-ge toab com-
panies begaa io be orzanized in differ.
ent parts of the stale to arive oui the
Mormons, Qune of tbem was tormeu
dn Rusbviile, snd he jolnea it. They
martched to the rendezvous at Car-
thuge. Furmers nloog the lne or
marco who refused-te glve them food
were oOnoslueled preily mesn men,
They reached Carttiuve and by ihat
time sometoing like 2,000 men were aa-
semhbled from =il peila of the oorth-
west, ‘““Understand that [ now.realize
we werle only Isbbie, a mob unlawfal-
iy seeembled,® says he; “ouf company
wasg capteined by Chsrley Loambert,
son of Lhop tavern keeper at Ruslivilie,

and every company bad its ghaplain.’?
At Cartbage they were met by Gover-
oof Ford, who told them they were
‘‘good, loyal, palriotio, moble eitizene,
and deliverea s gerfect eulogy? ou
them, advislog them (o go bome,
whiob they did.

A few months later fhere was &b-
other gatbering. **Word waa passed
from mouth to mouib,’’ says ne, *lo
gather at Carthage with five days’
ratlone; tbut there wae to be a big
wolt bunl. Well, gatber we did, anu
there muast bave been 3,000 of ue gath-
ered. You see the way the movement
would start was thie: Bome jeader
would get up ¢n the publio tquare apnu
make s speech uenouancing the Mor-
mone, then some other fellow would do
the same thivyg and 1t would alt wlou
up by calling ior volunteers and then
we would ail 1all in lipe.*?

They again met Governnt Fotd,who
advised tnem tv dieperse, bai must of
them were Loo much wolged up to go
beok withoult Daving sccomplisnea
sumetbing. The Journsl acoount thep
says of what lo)] weud! .

Noone nol sn eye-witness to those
tcenes of excltement can reallze how
worked up the people were and 1o what
extent they were ready to go. Joseph
Smith was in the jall at Curthage and
supposed to be under the proteciion of a
local military company, the Caribhage
Grays. Well some, of the fellows wuo
bad oot s2arled for home when ordered
10 do #o attacked the guards and jail. I
guess the guards didu’t restyi very much.
Joseph tried to escape and jumped from
a second-astory window wheb the crowd
gathered about the place. He was shot
dead. There must have been a doZen
bullets fired into his body, aud one man,
as if to make sure of the work, stuck a
bayonet imto the body. I was about a
mlie irom Carihage when it happened
and hurried inoto town. I saw Smith.
He lay on the groond juost outside the
boilding.

Ivie turthier siated that the exoite-
mept did oot ule out with the Pro-
phet’a death, bot **‘that event only
served to norease the agitation againm
Ilhe Mormons, aud every pariiole of
lawleesness wan atiributed 10 tbhem,??
culminating in oriving them yul of the
stute. Tneo the uarrator clored with
ibe remark:

I want to say tbut I am not at all proad
of mny experience and participalion in
the Mormon agitatlup, I would much
rather taik of olher mat.ers In the eurly
history of our stute.

There 18 ne dvubt of this condition ¢f
mind on the purt of most of those who
spted with the mob in those times;
they are.ashamed of their work be.-
cauge they buve come Lo learn how
wicked it wae. And toeir feeliogs np-
on this poink give gune ol many indica-
tione thal not Jope bence tne assassina.
tion at Carthage jail wili be condem ned
in bistory as the awiul orime of sbed-
dir g the hlood of the Prophbets that it
2etually wae,

LUSSEA IN AMLS.

The coronation of the ¢zar of Russla,
cext month, mey possibly mark an

epoch §pn the history of the eastern
world. At notime sinoe the founda-

o }

tion of the gigantioc empire below

the Arctic ocean have its rplers
had the wﬂllth. the power,
the lufluence they have (pday.

To ihe preseot ozar, though ypung
and not regarded as a very hright
or siroug representative of the Roman-
offe, the orown tbhat 18 ahogt to be
placed on his head ie the symbol of &
power that largely commands the dese-
tinjies of two oontioepts. Eusopean
statesmeén L(urn to Bt Pelershurg_ a8
the piiot Lo the eastern sky, lor signs of
approacbing storms.

But Chins’s fate will also soon be en-
trusted to the kesping of Lthe rulers of
Russla, 1t irgenerally belleved thag the
visit of i Hung Chaog to Moscow
will bring about this result, For, oot-
witbetaoding offigial denisly, he ia
supposed to bring with him plensatcy
powers, by which virteally ope.half of
Chioa 18 ceded to Bussia as the price
ol proteotion for the other half, Rumor
hoe it that Mongolia apd Mancanria
are to be opened up to Russian peoo-
varcy, and that the Cbinese empire
‘will be confined to the territory gomth
of the yreat wall and from the ses Lo
‘Thibet.

8hould this rumor prove correct, the
arrapgement musl be most un weloome
o at least two powers—Eunglapd and
Japan, The latter is alreavy makiog
preparations oo a 8cule mugh Jarget
than when the Isst war wiih China
wap planoed. The army s hefjog
strengtbened with the aduition of thou
sands of soldiers and the navy is hejog
enlargea by formidable men gf war
vuilt Jo England and crursers of Jap-
apess coustruction. Ruesia hag also
decided to reipforce her already pow-
erfal oriental equadron wiip not
Jess than seventewn veseels, any Eng-
jand’s appropriation for new ships 18
apt lo be looked upon as belng prompt-
ed by the silustion 1n eastern
Asla. I‘, a8 seemu tolerably certain.
Bussin’e pollov pow s 10 aeqaire
supremacy fu Aesia and predomiparce
over tbe FPaclflc ocenn, Grest Rritain
aod Japan will probably have tg joln
in dufenere of their inte:este,

Alter the coronalion festivities the
wourld will Eoow better what the east-
ern gituation ie, but that some greal
docheme {8 belny laid can burdly be
coneidered donbtiul.

—

UNITING ALL IN ONE.

The proposition to have Ggveroor
Levi P. Morton, of New York, on
BSunday pight, touch ap electric bution
at the eleotrical exoposition in New
York City taat will fire elmulianeonsly
cangops in 8t. Paual, Bosion, New
Orlesns and 8ao Franoisco, §a a sugs
gestion of how closely the dJdevelop-
ments of tbe nineteenth centlury are
hioding together ss it were the foor
quarters of the earib. The connotry
within the lines inviocated by the fouf
citien named covers a vast area; and if
we lpuk hack to the methods of & cen-
tury ago it woeuld take months for com-
muoication helween Bt, Puul on the
porth anw New Orieauns on tbie sontb,
or belween tuateaclern center o! pro-
gress, Bosloo, and the western me-
tropolis, Bun Fraoglsco., Now the feat
may be apcomplished in a fraction of a
zegond; and the probahiity that the
remotest parts of earth will be brougbt
“witbin tbe almost Instuntapeoue -glec-



