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t OUR SCHOOL SYSTEMIIII-

Its Evolution From Early Pioneer
Conditions

it t

THE PRESENT ADMIRABLE RESULT

How the Free School Idea Gradually
Developed

aa

PROPERTY VALUED AT A MILLION DOLLARS

FACTS AND FIGURES
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A 0 of the country

a0 a Or remained mis-

InformedIn o r
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ming affairs

Imp R and conditions

rl In Utah which

a ua the caseinl t ts former years
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Il > It was a coin

mon thing for
the press of thet TM1 Territory I n
order to de-

kndthepeopio
here against misrepresentation In regard
to their educational status to bo obliged
to contradict statements to the effect that

N ho education of the youth did not re
certo the attention from the ilegislature
and the people generally that lu Impoil
once merits Such statements though
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r they were given extensive currency and
did much Karin by Increasing the popular

prejudice against the Inhabitants of Utah

were ala s utterly unjust and untruthful
t i TIe reverse was the case from the first

settlement of the valleys ol Utah and
particularly from the rally founding of
this dtjlhc subject of education received

the most solicitous attention
6 EMLY SCHOOL rACILtlltS

InIIIIIIs wonderful whit was secant
plhhcd In the way of educating the
children of the early settlers of Utah
when the circumstances environments

J and disadvantages under which the latter
labored are comldered The truth of

is this statement amply borne oullby ill
tiltlcs letting to Illiteracy but more
emphatically by the present standing In

I the Intellectual world that generation

of men who were boys Iron twenty to
forty fiveears ago and received their

tilt education In the schools that existed in
Utah during those years

When the educational hUlory of Utah
shall be written in detail It will tell tinny
a story of heroic effort and Sacrifice on

t the part of parents who were among

aq

thecvly settlers here to provide their
children with an education and It wilt
tell of many teachers who labored under
the most discouraging disadvantages
the educational field tr Ing lo impart
knowledge priceless Indestructible In-

tellectual wealth to the children of the
community

On the iith of July 1847 the Mormon
Iloncer party camped on the present site
of this dly They were probably n
thousand miles from the nearest school
house and the nearest took store or
other place where school supplies could
Ibe procured They were without shelter
from the elements and their foolI supply
was scarce but no more so than was

I
t
v

their store of clothing The labor cf
providing the first necessaries of life per
emptorily demanded their first attention-

In
t

stuff a situation posterity would
cheeifiilly have pardoned them had they
relegated to the back round the subject-
of education Hut thli Ihey did lint do
1Just as soon as the first requisites ol

existence had been attended to
dwellings the and

of
constructing

schools lot
rthe

children received alien Ion

tilt MUST SCHOOL

As only rn October 1847 only three
months niter the Iponces hrst pitched
their camp In the desert a school was hi
operation It was taught by Mist Mary
lane a young lady seventeen
years of age w ho afterwards became the
wlfeof lion F A Hammond of
lllufT Salt Juan county Iler school WAS
held In a small circular tent wlllln the

Old Fort enclosure The
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1Sat pieces of togs nutI the teachers
desk wu a small camp tattle

In JinuM 1848 JJulian MOM who
lad Just llnUliedt a small log house
which was covered with willows antiI

arih opened a hoill in it the school
iirnlturi being of ti most primitive
fashion

On Feb 14 is Silt lake city
was ihvid hideI n teen hlshupa
wards i and win i a kho t true there I

n 10-

r d n y few if
urn exceptions On Ihe i of comhudcmy and to t m possible
the financial lfurdrns I Ilse people Ihe
ward srhof1 house and the ward meeting-
house were combined In the early days
of he settlement of id city U does
not appear that this custom was pursuant
lolesfblalive action but rather It would
sewn that legislative action upon the
Subject was not had at nil until Ihe cus
tom had become firmly established and
that legislation was so shaped as to con-
form lo

tcliOOL DISTRICTS CRLATED

The legislaturet at an IYfAuthorized the county court to bllsh
school districts and define their 00-

orlni
i

and pursuanltosuchauihorlty it be
came the nile for Ihe county court lo
make a Khool district conform geo-
graphically I ton Olshop s ward Though
this arrangement was In later years crib
else mote or Iless It was undoubtedly a
wise und economical our until con htlons
had changed as lo demand a di Tcrcnt
system

Under liws that prevailed front ne-

arly Iperiod the afliln of the school
were In ifr nea trustees whew
principal duty for many sears was to
make arrangements for some teacher to
conduct n school T lm teachers com
pcnsatlon was a tuition fee which he wu
obliged to collect himself from the par-

ents or guardiansi of the pupils Mils
System prevailed for the first twenty five
years or thereabouts ol the history ol

About the year 1170 the doctrine of
taxation for Ihe support of schools

hkh was prevailing in many of the
older states of the Union began to be
earnestly advocated In Utah At first it
was not proposed to have the
schools supported wholly by taxa-
tion taut to provide Inc a tax
for better buildings equipments and
appliances About this lime too tine
Impropriety compelling Ihe teacher to
be his awn collector was emnhaslied
andI publicl opinion began to demand a
reform that regard

AGITATION
Between 1879 nil 182 Ihe agitation or

educational tatters that was going
among the people made itself till in the
legislature That body was very eon
ervallve In Its action but
law WM pissed authorizing nlschooitdnf
trlcts to assess n In within certain Ism
Its on n local orlion principle the uses to
wlhicll the resulting fundi mightI bo put
being specified Among those ttscs were
the providing or repairing of school
buildings and the purchase of apparatus
Under this law a few districts
Schools

SCHOOL MHKTINGS

This law with minor amendments
prevailed from about the ear 1878 until
190 Sullen a general school law was en
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charge

TAXATION

acted as will be ex
lalned further on

Uhie tlito law was In
force n lltshop s ward
was a school district In
this city and through-
out Ihe Terrijory as a
rule The statute pro-
vided for school meet-
Ings for the purpose of
voting on any ropo
sit on of tan Ion and
many a t me very Inter-
esting sessions were
leadAt these meetings a
line was often drawn
very sharply between
the progressive and the
nonprogresslvo voter
The former urged find
the litter opposed n
tax for Improvement
of the district school
The result wu that
as tear succeeded car
the aid given to the
schools by means of
district taxes was In-

creased and public
opinion was gradually
prepared more and-
more thorou lily for
an absolutely free
school Ilaw While this
evolution In regard to
taxation was m iregicss may disit

through their trustees adopted the plan
of employing n teacher under an arrange-
ment that guaranteed n stipulated salary
and made the trustees the collectors of
tuition fees from parentst This change
was a great relief to teachers laboring In
the districts which were uDietnlly pro
gresslve to adopt

The close of the year 1887 saw a great
lack of uniformity onto ng the school dis-

tracts of the territory resulting front the
local option laws that haJ long been In
force Some districts had good school
buildings wellI Supplied vviihappiritus
nil some the reverie and consequently
children In sumo localities were enjoying
excellent educational facilities while
those In other places were not being
well provided fur-

FIIEK fcCHOOL BILL

Progresslie tliens generally began to
feel that It was time lor a change to be
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effected and this sentiment was shared
shades of pohncdantlfeliginus0 lntn osue

to it lion C R Allen l nIf nducal Into
the IegUUtiiret which met 11 JJuiuari-
l sutncwhnt elaborate hill provld-
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r n uniform fret hot1 i llcm
Ihhollllhlerritorv

Th Ubx hi hn ut r l I the I
sah

ni
of sucht a IdaI and s po favamhly-

tI Mr Aliens me uura on l1Ii rent oc
castanet while It was pcndiui In the As

s m ly lu tl 101 11-

1imI rt duo In past u

obi ectlons ui vt oat t8 form of the
bill and m put u fact that the Utah
Legislature wa n i xct prepared es-

tablish a system 0 free schools for the
Territory

The I egiLturr whlrh met In January
1891 was more favorable to the free
Mhool I propos t on UIlan any previous one
hid beta Ink t U was generally ex-
pected and drslred that it would pass a
tree school law Mr Allen who hid
teen reelected t the lower house Intro-
duced A bill Nhs h was substantially the
same measure tht had been defeated at
the previous 4e After s
much time in the lower houseolIt passed
that branch and went to the Council
lere It met wlq skiatl Hut the senti-

ment In favor ul free schools predoml
nated In both Ibranches of the ILegislature
and a committee ol the Council was by
action of that body Instructed to bring
In a lull fr r from the objections that
caused theerb at of Mr Allen measure

Subsequently tic committee reported
an elaborate a lw I code which was at
length made n sesnne and Iu the present
school I wuft ills Territory Under It
nllthedlstrlitiI in this city twenty one
In number were consolidatedI t Into cm
and all the property belonging lo then
real and pen ml was placed under the
control of n w hool board the creation off
which bp ota of the registered sufTmt
IsiS of the city was provided fir IH I le
new law Thus one set of officers as
turned Control of all the schools school
iroperty and rhoolorrair of the whole
City

NEW System INAiaUHATXD

The same earnest desire for educa-
tional advancement that characterized
he I rtelel of this city when opportunl
ties less numerous than they are

oday whenwe are enjoying Impetus
In that direction that partakes almost of
ho boons order continued lo Increase
every hand under the application n-and
operation IIthe Terrilollil free school
system Tint very touch excellent work
was done In the public schools of the
city prior to the cotton lihtlnn of all the
districts rlInto one that in facttherrwas
comparatively little of an opposite char-
acter Is a hatter of several infomnli
to persons fimliar with the educational
conditions of earlier days

Hut the measured and Steady Steps In
pursuit ol school room knowledge of
ho old dwtrict days ru the periodl
antedating 1890 sometime called were
soon superse by strides andI bounds
Simultaneously In the hearts of all par-

ents and property owners sprang and
was fostered the Idea of augnenting the
aclht M for forking ahead more lapldly
The population of the city was inrreas
ingot an astonishing rate And If ac-

commodations In the shape of modern
school houses were lima ed when the
general consolidation occurred In ac-

cordance with legislative enactment It
was very largely due to the Influx of
people from elsewhere To provide
proper school houses In which the chll-

dren of the entire city could receive In
stnictlon gratis was an herculean task
Itmiuircdthe expenditure of a salt sum

of money But there was no filtering
The people Irrespective of class or creel

wanted the good work togo on and ns Is
usual In cases where the people are united
they got what they wanted

HOND3 ISSUED

Underr the new law the first decisive
action taken with n view to supp1ing
the dly with buildings commensurate
with Its needs was the sale of lyj bonds
of Jiooo each These are nil twentyt

var bonds dated February 11891 and
bear Interest at the rate of < per-

cent per annum Since then additional

Inn ts have been IissuerI and disposed of
until the aggregate sum of llabilllesof
tills kind reaches 3js ooo The money

thus derived as fully shown In the annual

reports of the board of education has
been economically used In the purchase

of sites the election slid inuinlng of
buildings which are not only living mm-
uroents of Ihe love of education thatIs

planted the breasts of our
people

grnwelch7 would do credit to
any city in the land In architectural
appearance they are andsulsuntlallityI

ufewiue In strength
the very best In healing
sanitary arrangements modern and com-

plete to Iho minutest detail

IROrEHTV WORTH A MILLION

Mot of the Iproperly owned by tine

board U cf the very beallocalily con
sldeicUand that which Is In use Is welli

A conservative estimate places Is
kept

at a million dollars The grounds
have been beautified during the last two
years tile rlmtlngof trees lawns slid
flowers ilillnisonic Instances they pre-

sent an almost park like appearance
And be It said to Iho credit of Salt lake
Citys school going population yl

tint at no
time have they exhibited In degree a
tendency to mar deface or destroy prop

free have they been from such-
inclination7 t that members of thin board of
education slid visitors from the Last und

otluve frequently commended them

for It In the annual report ol 1rwldent
Doty fur the last jear they were pall
this glowing tribute

lu this connection I desire to state
tint observation has convinced mo that
us a whole the pupils of the public sthoots
are espcl Tally worthy of our praise The
have been most obedient and diligent in
heir school work anti furthermore
thc hale manifested a keen Interest
Iis the protection ol school property that
does not aracteiize the Average pupil

do note ally corn th statement
that it n i nutter of congratulation
have

lo
u main a part of the 0111 ml record
vviiEim TIts i noon ARE

For the Ibenefit of many persons who

n
nr unacquainted wit the exact location
ol t various school bulidu 5 Anti the
the grades taught In them the following i
brief schedule is givensi

Emtrson Corner Barclay and Young
streets Annex Grades from beginners lo-

n Sixth Inclusiv-
eHamiltonCorner Eighth rest and

Eighth South streets Grades from Ibe-

ginner to Eighth Inclusive
Tenth Corner Eighth IVast and

fourth Soulh streets Grades from
beginners to II Sixth Inclusive

ft asitch Corner South Temple and
It streets Grades from beginners to
lUphill Inclusive

firvantnrslSouthI between Seventh
and Eighth Iant Grilles from begin-
ners to IWith Inclusive

Twenly first Corner J and lint
streets Grades from beginners to
Fourth n luclu Iv-

eLowellCorner Second and C streets
Grades front beginners to IIghth Inclu

slueTwelfthFirst South between fourth
and Filth lInt Grades from beginners
to IFourth II Inclusive

Thirteenth SccunJ Soulh between
State and Second RAst Grades from
lie loners to First Inclusive

Oqulrrh ourlh East Ibetween Third I

IL

and Fourth South Grades from Ibegin
Ours to Eighth Inclusive

Ninth Corner Fourth Cant and Filth
South Grades Iron beginners to First
Inclusive

SumnerThird Cast between Sixth
and Seventh South Grades from be-

ginner to Hlghth Inclusive
Grant First West between Sixth and

SeventhSoulh Grades from beginners
to IEighth Inclusive

bevenlh Huh Soulh between West
Temple and First West Grades Irom
beg nnrs to Fifth II Inclusiv-

eLincolnFrith South between Third
land I ourth West Grades from begin

UlntalsCorner Ulntah
ve

street and Park
avenue Poplar Grove Grades from be-

ginners to Sixth U Inclusive
I rcmont Second Westbetween First

I

and Second South Grades from begin-
ners to IEighthl II Inclusive

Franklin Corner Second South and
Seventh West Grades from beginners-
to Ighth lot tauci v e

Jackson ant North between Sixth
and Seventh Writ Orades from begin
net to Ilnlnhl Inclusive

WuhlaMon Corner First West and
I Poach tirades from beginners to

Eighth inclusive

Sevente nthririt North between
Wt Temple and First West Grades
from beginners to Second Inclusive

honnevllleSuperloe Addition North
Salt Lake Grades from beginners to
Firth Intlus-

cVIsContr ward lor the Jor
dan river Ungrided

11 gh school buildings Soulh Tem-
ple and ItlchardllrtI

SOSlt flUILDINOS NEEDED
Notwithstanding i the unprecedented

lbuilding boons of the past four or five
San there u Mill a scarcity of

school houses In some parts of the city

The Increase of children during that
time has been steady and rapid and the
question of providing school room fur
them constat tly keeps the boast of Sil-
oSatin and superintendent devish sea ps-

ansd means for their accomnuwlat uo In
order that the reader may form an esti-

mate as to the augmentation of the ranks
of those between the years of 6 and IS
the following figures are quoledi
let Ion ton 3804 14s Inerre-
e19 1400 14611 1ts4 11911 143n 31111

From these figures It will be observed
tint the Increase from ISO o 1891 was
1221t from 1X91 to 1891511 teem 1891
to 1893 743 from 1853 to 1894 547 from

4

r

1X9410 j18946jP or a grand totalI of i
781 which is certainly n most gratifying
shown Hut gruing as the results-
are they would be much more so If ron
ditlons were such all

IIover the city as they
are w here the many handsome buildings
have been erected Hut a limit has been
reached Erection of new school houses
has been stopped It Is rot likely that

s
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ventilating
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anything In the building line will be at-

tempted this jear thouth the necessity
of a high school Is so manifest that steps
may be taken towards the erection of one
at an early date In fact such action
would appear to be the part of wisdom
when It Is known that the present make-
shift structures where the advanced
branches of Ihe public schools are being
taught are coding tile taxpayers between-

rtntal antiI ff ooo vear In Ihe
As to II ltat was done In the

building line the list shoal year ending
June jolli IH9S and what the nada sawan U made plain by the following ex
tract front the nnnual report of the coon
mlllee on uddn s andl grounds soon tobe with other Ihosed ol education com
niiilrereports publishedt bythe DKSKKET
M In parrphliti form

During that period live new school ilbuildings the Oquirrh Grant I Emerson
I

Uintah find DonnvII
and copied thus

ere omlIvery malethe faplAles for ha ly lit
children of the In edulsonghJ
oughty modem Ifn allri their
to this

direct
connection

IUonli noto the
appmntrnmtr

I pt-qteedqres
erecting as 9 eedtly as possible fir I-

xandmone of similar tape
At ornear ihhead or Fast Temple or Stateardanre with street II

dallons lo this ttroardvloThe ddeman
too for a high school building are of themost urgent character Until
institution Is provided Such q
greatest dlfficully In securing8 will hi lit
coinmodatlons for the pupils

p gf s
gride In fict finah

mod cannot be obtalned
surli ttcoot

I fluh a building is erected and Until It bhigh school work must sufferInly accord

IMOII SCHOOL tOOBSTIOSj
It Is the constant

every member of he lto nurturedhmua
ol eductloa

one
that or the

new
r alloations of

building
Increased

wll be

CIIlona fa ties within the next
eda

s can almost l rltInllbooty Is of
tea
theopinion 111111 can be erected andready for use not later than tw elVIllOO

made

t

hence and concerningf the project oSdally announces Such a Ifmdding wouldbe the crowning effort of our school
a stem and Is at tile present UraoVn
absolute necessity TleSll Lake high
school hit been a credit to Ihe city 01t1s a nttlf Intevery department and itsiSlCt upon the cotnniuiuly cannot >
overestimated It forms the IItppinrstone from the grades to the universitythus placing an excellent and piactial
education within the reach of all

ai ricost lo the pupil Last year oain
Increase In enrollment the jslain building
was found to small this nemif
fated the Iltgr the laboralorVoftT
science department from the central b d
Ing to an adjacent one thereby cau njgreat Inconvenience to n luge number upupils requiring them to lose lmtraveling from sane building to noras well us disarranging periods of
The ensuing year it wit be secessrr l
nuke more changes and procure nuI
llprul rooms and another ear w 11 proably find the board totally unablecure desirable and adequate accouln
dallons In the vicinity of the pr ilocation of the main luflding itsterection of a high school bufldinj is m

CSt e is clearly apparent f-

At

t u
one WAY to accomplish tills end

direct taxation
the present redched cost of bu

Ing It Is believed that a but lId
ol ample capacity can beererected a
cost of about tco ono This ran iIbe raised by taxation and will renui
r1rclalem say three millsl on III LU

board coocurhl this re r
mendatlon the platter hould l be ulmled lo a vote of the people at the Suss r
November elections am If 11
tax should be levied find collected w 1
the general taxes for 1896 When It II
considered that the renial of the rooms
for the hlY If school n1 yorIII he f4SDand tha the accommodations ore enUrely
Inadequate anti unsuitable for school pur

investntentcan the opinionI thil i thatbe made and the
enterprising people will by their alfirma
the votes direct the board to lurnisi
this Institution of urgent and paramount
necessity to the rising general on of this
city AlUrge per cent of Its cost will be
distributed lor labor and material amou
the lax payers and when completed a
large saving will be made In the expense
of maintaining our schools
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ts01K IN TUB CRAVES

A visit unonr the youthful army of
grade wirkers b vi inspiring slfrt any
Jay iIi he year when the schools are In
operation and onto witnessed Is not
easily forgotten The discipline Is of the
highlit order nd as a consequence the

ConliHutS on page iBf


