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workers we have a great number of
scientific scholars living here and some
of the best travel works are written in
washington the national museum has
connected with it many able writers of
travel numbers of the congressmen
and senators do literary work and the
library of congress is used greatly by
all classes of scholars and students on
saturday we do not have enough seats
for the readers and the library is always
lullfull of specialists who are working up
some subject

speaking of washington as a literary
center it is not generally known that it
was here that mark twain wrote his

innocents abroad he was at the
time in the employ of senator stewart
of nevada and was doing clerical work
iforfor him he had made the trip to
europe and the holy land as a corre-
spondentspon dent of the alta california get
ting for it 1200 in gold and he pounded
the stun out here in an old room heated
byy a sheet iron stove after he got back
he got an idea that the letters would
sell it they were put into book shape and
liehe showed senator stewart his notes
and stewart gave him a job at the capi-
tol which paid him 6 a day after
several weeks of hard work he com-

pleted his book and then went to a
publisher one of his friends here at
washingtonton was albert D richardson
who hadhag been connected with severahseveral
subscription books and who had written
somesoine very good things richardson in-
troducedtrod him to his publishers and
mark twain finally made a deal with
them by which he was to have 5 per
cent of the retail price of all the books
sold not long ago I1 had some thoughts
of publishing a book myself and I1
called upon mr clemens at his home in
Varthartfordford and asked his advice during
this call he referred to innocents
abroad and said that it had netted
him only a few thousand dollars but
that it had made the fortune of the pub-
lishers said he 1I was surprised when
I1 was told that a good sum torfor the work
would be 5 per cent of the retail price
of the books sold I1 laughed at it but
richardsonichardsonK who introduced me told
ne that he was glad when he got 4 per

cent and I1 accepted their offer includ-
ing the editions there were something
aike copies disposed of and the
publishinggubpublishinglishing company made in the neig-
hborhood of out of it

I1 asked him what he thought of books
bf travel as sellers

he looked at me with a twinkle of
theothe eye and said there is only one
aindfk indofof a book that will sell by subscrip-
tion better than a book of travelgravelandvelandtra and that
dsAs a pious book he then referred to
thischis own publishing ventures in a few
words and told me that the best pos-
siblesible method of arranging for the
publication of a good subscription book
was to accept nothing until the plates

were paid for and then to take a low
percentage on the first increasing
it on each until it got as high as
588 or ten per cent which would be a big
remuneration and would make one a
fortune if the book had a large sale

blaine wrote a great part of his bookok
here he began it when he was living
just3 above the old sickles house on
lafayette square and he wrote a great
parttart of it in his mansion on dupont
circle the second volume was written
siere and at bar harbor and he corncom

deletedplated it here in senator Windoms big
brickrick just below where bourke cockran
now lives and facing scott circle he
was a very rapid writer and he con-
sidered 1500 words a good morningsmorningps

work his book brought in I1 under-
stand something like and it
has paid the best ofof any book of its
class ever published sam cox wrote
his political reminiscences here and
before he died he told me he was to
receive on each edition sold
mrs cox still lives at washington in
the house which her husband completed
just about the time that he wrote his

diversions of a diplomat the work
on this was done at washington and he
turned out the manuscript composing it
at the rate of several thousand words
per day

it was here that tom benton wrote
his thirty years in the united states
senate and I1 have visited the old
brown house on P street where he put
the matter into shape and in which he
died he was working on his abridg-
ment of the debates ofofcongress at the
time he died and he prayed during his
last hours to be allowed to live until he
hidhad it complete gen logan wrote his
volume of war stories in the house
in which his widow now limesandlivesand it was
here that he penned a novel which was
issued under an assumed name but
which had only a meager sale logan
left a fairly good library and it will be
a surprise to many that he was fond of
religious studies he was a great meth-
odist and he had many rare editions of
the bible and famous theological works
he wrote rapidly and revised carefully
but his book like that of gen sheridan
did not have anything like the sale of
the works of grant and blaine

I1 wonder when john J ingalls will
publish his novel I1 visited him here a
few days after his library was burned in
atchison kan he had in this library a
number of manuscripts which were des-
troyed and among them were some of
the notes for this story it was to have
been a political society novel laid in
washington in which the true inward-
ness hypocrisy and hollowness of life
here would be treated of under assumed
names there is no doubt but that
ingalls could carry out this idea as well
or better than any other man in the
united states he has a caustic pen
and a vitriolic tongue and though his
words shine with the brightness ofof elec-
tricitytricity they burn into the souls of the
people he attacks like red hot iron he
has done considerable magazine work
since he left congress and his lectures
have taken up a great part of his time
in the meanwhile he may have had
some time lorfor fiction and if so I1 predict
his book will be a bright one

I1 knew bancroft quite well his
books were sold to some new yorkers
who gave them to the lenox library
congress bid within of the amount
for which they went but a friend of the
lenox library got them among them
are valuable manuscripts which I1 am
surprised have not yet come to the
public there is a manuscript diary of
james K polk which he copied at nash-
villevi ile just before his death and which I1
am told is full of interest there are
lots of original letters of alexander
hamilton aaron burr and others that
ought to have been included in the
collection and I1 doubt not that some

good newsynewspaperr ararticlesacles could be gotten
out of the lilibrary by those who have
access to it it is generally supposed
here that it is about as hard to go to
peking after rare books as to get into
the closely guarded archives of that newyork library and so far I1 have not seen
anything published from the bancroft
collection shortly before BanBanccrofts
death I1 had an offer from one of his
private secretaries who treacherously
said that he could get me copies of some
rare letters in mr Ban crofts possession
if I1 would pay for them I1 wanted the
letters but I1 told him I1 could not think
of stealing them and nothing cameoscame of
the matter bancroft was one of the
slowest writers we haviahavi ever had herehe wrote and rewrote first dictating hisbis
thoughts to a shorthand man and thenrevising them agaid and again as they
were presented to him inin typewrittenwrittentypewrittenform he thought worwordss was rf
good days work but he kept grindinggrinda9away until he was ninety and hhisis long
life enabled him to accomplish much

I1 saw parson brownloweBrownlows son here the
other day he was a colonel in the
union army and his fathers private
secretary while he was in the unitedstates senate I1 asked him somesomethingthinkabout parson brownloweBrown lows book and hetold me that about copies of it
were sold and that his father made inthe neighborhood of out of it
I1 doubt whether bancroft made avas much
in his long life of work out of his his-
tories henry ward beecher got 30

from robert bonner for writing ththe
novel norwood and we all know of
the great fortune that came to the grant
estate from his book I1 dont know just
exactly what john hay received for his
life of lincoln one story is that thecentury company made out a contract
and left the price blank and that it was
finally filled in by them for colhay talked to me about the book at the
time he was writing it and he showed
me his workshop he has a magnify

I1 cent house here at washington which
is furnished with all the luxuries of a
millionaire the library in it is as big as
a barn and it has a great table like desk
as large as the bed of a bridal chamber
the work on the book was not done
here but in a little cubby hole of a
room in the attic which had a pine table
and a half dozen kitchen chairs and the
floor of which was bare I1 asked col
hay at this time as to his dialect poemsyou know he wrote little breeches
which closes I1 think somewhat as
follows referring to the angels

1 I think that taking a little boy
and saving him for his own

Is a darndam sight better business
than loafing around the throne

I1 found him not at all inclined to talk
about it he gave me to understand
that he was sorry he had written it and
that he hoped to do more elegant and
better work he has done since then a
greatreat deal more elegant work but I1doubtdoubt whether he has written anything
which has come closer to the hearts otof
the american people than that poem

grace greenwood is living here at the
capital now emma DED E N south-
worth at eighty years of age is writing
her eightieth novel she has been re-
ceivingceiving it is said jioooo a year from
the new york ledger for everything
she writes and the way she grinds but
books makes me think of a talk I1 had


