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THE DESERET WEEERKLY.

duced in the character of man through
modifyiog his surrounding cooditious
of environmente, the ychange s ex-
ceeuingly tlow. To make very per-
ceplible chapges In the dJdisposition or
character (1 a human belug, U re-
quires more than a single generation.
It muy take many peneratione. Kdu-
oution o! a proper kinu cun help to
bring mhout & chauge or character
moTe rapidly than could otherwiee be
ncovmj lished,  Yet tims und long
patience are peceesarily required. It
would seem thutin order to work n
radic-l chabgu 1u the coaracter or  dis-
poeition of man, it would he Decessary
to cuuse a raJdicaleh cnge totage place
ip hsorganic powers, snd tn soocurd-
snce Wwiib eXperience, such & thing

Gunnot be accompiished fu 4
short perlod of time, When
a great modifioatlon fe eftected

then hie jopward sand true ublure is
changed, His cast of mind ie ol neces.
Bity greatly mydified, und De becones
in pune senee of 1he word n new belny.
Heis gene rous uow,rather than violous.
Hieiisposition Is Bind sod considerate,
ratber tusp gruei upd impetupus. He
bae & bigh moral eentiment insiead ot
8 depraved mind, But changee like
these are wrought out only in & 1 um-
ber of generations. Educativn shortleus
the time coneiderably in effecting such
& revolutiup,anu especisliy If it be such
B8 is test adajted Lo develop mew’s
reaponing faculties, to enahie bim to
make a wlder survey of iiie,to put blim
upud 4 higher plape of thought and to
develop his love for fine art and liter-
ature, For education then attracts bis
atiention towards, new things anu
draws his mind iow oow lines of
thought, His miod thus Jirected, be
losee sight, miore or less, of the things
thnt wuuid otherwisv engage bis atten-
tion aud retard hls ;rogress, His
powers of wind, most sulive berelo-
fore, now lylng dormunt, wesken fnd
¥leld, and veis graduslly chunyged.

A process like he turegoing is prob-
ably the way that education cap effect
a4 chapgem: re rapluly thad otherwise
coWldd poesibly tuke pince. Huucation
does Dol wolk out % change directly,
in my opinfon, but it dues so only
indir~ctly. It must act upou (e
organio pature whilch jiseir must be
modified befors a modificationiu the
characlel of muan can be reulized.
The ehnuge produced in the charaoter
of the buman race, or buman vejug,
e through tuat slow process of evolu-
tion, oo matter, su far as we under-
stand, wbut meesures may be e
Ploy ed to make it more rapid.

The law 1n regard to tne liviog form
beiny Hited to its environment gives
mau ay ppportunity to better himeelf,
becauss (ne surrvunding cooditions
are, Lu s me exlent, subjcet to him, anu
cab therefure be mouifieu. I this
law be true, from the fact that co.ndi-
tione ean he modified, man’s nature
Cun be chapyged. becauss It tends to-
warus the envirooment whigh acts
Iuore of lese upon mun to bring about
his pecessary fitness of couformity to
the environwent.

It is the duty of »i]l mubkind to as-
sist in betterfug 1he cobultion of the
buman race, and to use all Jegltimat.
mesns within reach tv sccompliab this
much desireu snd.

Many ol you, my young [rlends,
Lave cumpleted n thres Years? course
68 B preparatien for teaching. To yuur

care will be cymmlitted our youth for
the purpose of developlog thelr intei-
lectual faculties, and for the purpose
af fitting them for the battle of lile,
and for the discharge of thelr dutles as
citrzens and members of 8 clety. There
e, therefore, much responsibility rest-
ing upon you, Ot all men and women,
your lives should be the most ex-
emplary, every aot of yours should be
pure, honorable, and of sl thipgs
above Gissimulation. You will exert
ap i1 lneoce elther for good or evil
upon the young apd teuder mi ds
upder your tuition. It will be In your
power t;exert an ennobilng influeuce
over those under Your care, or an
influence that wili deprave their
winds aod be cunducive Lo their com-
plete downfull,

You sheuld surround those upder
Your cbarge with wll the moral iorud-
tude possivle in order to weskep any
abpormul appetite or wny dleposition

they may bave uufaverahle to Lhe
development aud the str. nsthening o
theis batter sentiments,

The leacber’s position should be
counted the most cxalted In Lhe com-
munity, for it 18 indeed the Dluel im-
portuni; and only thos- persune of the
greatest moral snd Intellectual attain-
ments shoulu be ¢chosen tor poeltivns of
such gravity.

When it is reallzed that the charac.
ter of the ohild is i berited frem many
genorstions of the past, that it is the
resuit of extremely elow growth, aod
thut it consequently cannot be rapidly
chapged for goud or had the tescber’s
pusition then becemes the more im-
purtant to ue all,

The child muy acquire knowledge
readily, and may become s profounu
scholar, yet bls inward pature re.
muine Dearly the same. Hislearnlog,
huowever, may give him such powers
vl reasuning as greatly 1o ascist him io
beluing to abeyunce bis true disposl.
tiou. He moy not,ezcenl upon rare
«ocueionm, extiibit hle natural inolina.
tiooe, atill they mny Le all wit in bis
belng, backed by a stroDy Teserveu
foree, The restraint thue |-laced upon
hie baser powers tepd:, from want of
exercise, to weaked them, and 10 time
to wlimlonte them wplirely from bis
pature. He places bimeelt under
re:traint in different ways through his
ability to comprebenu vvidiy the
cobnsequences that wouid otherwise
revult.

Not only ie it the duty of the pormal
graduafes, or those who wil! be en-
gnized in teachloy, to doall they can to
uld 1o the good work of making all
muore civilized, of influencing peranns
to live for others as well a8 lor toem-
selves, but fruom a moral etandpotot it
L1 us becowes the duty of every grudu-
ale. Iop fact, nn one fs eXempt; for 1t
inthe duty of every humAn beipg to
work to better the condition of his
fe Jow man morally, inteilec’ually and
soclally. 1 the more intelligeut,
more I8 exjected, Men apd women
who heve had the privilege ofoollegiate
traipning.ehouiu be expected to leau out
in every good work of relormaiion.
They are the ones whose minds pught
tu be veveloped, expanded, liberalized
»nU better prepared than the minds of
others to uuderstany the tiue inwnrd-
Dess of men apd  thipgs, sand
to  graep the  sltuations in

calmer moo's and with more
unhiased feelings. They are the

open that pught to be able to put them-
selves 1o tl e same poeitions sz their
feliows and to look (rom the same point
of view, and then be made to reulize, at
least in parl, the impulses, the incen-
tives which impel onwary the human
race in uifferent linep. These are the
men apd women who slipuld be able
to look through the eyesof the Mobham-
medan, the Christian, the Pantheist,
the Agpostie, the Jew, the Gentile,
and compreheud tbe feellngs tv some
extent that lead each puwaru in the
line of what be understanus to be his
duty, These are the meu apdthe
wotnen who, thr ugh
kouwiedge and  proper
snould have lenrned charity,
should have grown out of cligue
or class, a.d should have
become the friends ol universal
brotherbood. If thelr educativu has
pot tendes] towards broadening, liber-
alizlng and bumenizing thew, then
their education is materially defective,
add the system of eduocatiun uwoder
which they have been trained should
beeradieatrd. A system tending moie
to this end sbeuld be immediately
adopted.

Under our present auvanged oun-
ditlon. ir the ocollege graduste hus
ool Irarned thut tbe exact knowledge
acqu'red by the most erudite {e Indeed
but Iitile, that even the vasl amount of
vcioutiflo principies are vague suil
based upon "questionsable theories, his
gradustion should not bave been
permltted, aod it may be that the
taculty of bls alma mater have either
been derelict of their duty, or are in-
cupahle ol filling the position they un-
worthily occupy.

The young in their eagerness for
knowledge and Lo learn new things,
nre apt to take all orinciples we taught
in wext books apnd by instructors for
prubted us Llruther, no mutter whether
they consist uf facts or theories or of
voiti, and in this wny they ure edu.
onted to be too positive apa Lo beCcome
even bigoted In the uirection of
sciwence., They should be made tv un-
dersiand, as eariy ae possibl ; that
meny thiuge pertalning to Jearniug lo
every direction are 1deay and 1heories
Lfmer, that they wmay be true, or that
they may be Indeed erropeous; that
thewe theories are meny times used
simply Bs devices o aseisl in prosecut-
ing the work of research and that they
Blu ulweys opou Lo discuesion, subject
lo r jection or confirmation, ns further
resenIch and ex perimeutsl work would
seem to lodicate, Many thhi ge ad-
vapced today as scientific principles,
ate  but  ecientifc  speculstivne,
aimd should be made kpnown ss sunh,
od taughy as sucb to tbe student is
that he may Dot become fanatical 1o a
svientific line, and thus hecome con-
vinced that any priuelple or theory of
a . opposiog obarsoter to what mwight
he considered scjentifically true, is
impossible spd therelore !alse. The
student should be enc uraged to in-
vestigale freely nil theories, princijles
nwDd laols advanced, and thuse bave his
views brondened. Abpy truth will
hear investigation, nod the student is
cerlalnly better oft on account of any
investigation he may feel disposed Lo
muke. Again, It 18 u great mistuke, as
Fisher, in his Grounde of Theistic and
Christian Beliof, maintaine for re-
ljclous believers, not to aoticipate
scientifle fucte and oot to yleld the

thelir supertor
tralnling,



