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THFE DESERET WEEEKLY.

THE EDITOR’S. COMMENTS.

THE RISING OF CHRIST.

Inthe month of April, shont eigh-
teen hundred and pixty-four years sgo,
wonderful eornes were trapepiring Is
the land of Judea~—socenes that Lave

jeft their impress upon all the world.
‘The Jrwe hud heen fooking ftor de-
Iiverange from the Roman yoke that
bore beavlly upon them; they had
listened to the volce of the Prophet
from the wildernesr, and he bad be.
come # victim to the rage of the rullng
power; they had pesnt One come forth
with a meseage slrange for that time
yeot having n pecullar barmony with
the deelre of the sge, strange for ft
arralgnment of the mohelief of Lhose
who relied on Gnd for deliverapce, yot
harmonious with their bopes in herald-
ilpg the Deliverer; they beheld the
QOpe who proclaimed Hlmeelf the Bon
o! GQod, byt am Hlis msthods did not
comport with their ideas of what the
Christ should do, Yhey follewed thst
courte which they thonght would dje-
prove the claim He made, and at thelr
bebest He wre put to death, And the
colmirsting act in thalt great tragedy
of the spring eearon of Jong ago
bes ptood hefore the world from thst
time =as Itretutnble evidence of the
wiedem of the eaying that *'God’s
‘waye are not as man's ways,? for in
the former there is no Iailare. The
very meane by whieh the Jewish
lesdere sought to dfeprove the claim
of Jesus of Nazareth that He was the
Meeeiah, the Bon of God eent to re
deemn the world, beceme the means
throogh the overrullog providence of
the God of Israel to proclaim for all
ages that eame Jesus as Mersiab, Re-
deemer, Doliverer to all mankind.

It was not nlone the death of the
Lord Jesue that acovmplished the work.
‘Tbere weas the lurther great event of
Hie return to li'e in the fleshly tubet-
nacle He had ooccopled opon esarth,
Therein wae His trinumph asa Meesiah;
therein was the deliverance that He
wrought from the power of the grave,
the redemption he bronght to man.
kind f{rom the power of desth,
QOthers bad dled before In the
oaure of ealvation, hut He wen the one
to hbring the redemption from the
deno, and from that time there hae
besen s stead y,irrisjetible growth {n the
operatiope of the diepensation which
d): ovhered in,-~the extension of
know ledge of n risen Chriet, in wboee
revivilylng was the example, the
door, for the reenrrection of all men.

By the orucifixion there wae almost
blasted the hopee of those whom the
lowly yet mirsculoasly gifted Nazs.
rene had gathered around Him. His
death had plunged them into the
depths of a rorrow and bopelessners
80 grest ihat oo new Prophet gealu
regcuc them from it. One thing, and

only one, could revive lbeir fatlen
hopes, remove thejr diepppolpt-
ment, and Testore the plpreme

joy ibey had experlenced in looking
on Him whom they regarded as the
Churis; there war but ope Lhing Lo
pnve Christianily to mapkind. nat
one ti\ing was that Jesus should live
agaln in the flesb. Nothing rhort of
that wounid enffice to establiab the

disciples? faith In Him, aod ensble
them to conlinue to declare Him ns the
Christ, All that could he done in
mortality wae done, and it required the

Jirinmphb of Immortality to proclaim to

hthe wurld that the Redesmer had come

10 earlh. Hence Jeens rose again.
And 1he corporeal resurrection of
Jepus became the prime faot of

Christian history. It raised the joy
snd raith of the dieciples heyond all
they hed knowp before, and it hecame
the burden aod central feature of
their testimony from that time forth.

With what body did e rise? The
Apostles bad eeep Him orncifled, and
\bey saw Him rieen ngain, communed
with H m, not for a day, but for a
month or more; and many otbers in
Juden commaned alao, There Wue no
mistake as to Hlis identity, It was
Jesus, baving the same hody that was
pailed to lbe croes—the hody of flerh
and hones which wasr plerced by Lhe
naiis and the mpear, with immoriajtz
ing spirit that had supereeded the
mortsl hilood which baa been shed.
With whut hody do all the deuad riee?
With the body of fleeh and bonee
which they occupied in morial ty.
Jesus j& Lbe patlern, and there is nonoe
other; bence s #lmilar resurrection, »
reanlon ot the epirit, and ot the fleebly
taberoscle come Irom i1he grave,
The resurrection by the Lord s
ihe only resorrection, and to {1
all who are resarrecied come. And re
surely an He was resurrected, so shali
all men be—and Hlie reising apis a
living fsot, of which o other fact of
history bus such indisputable evi.
Jence. )

The reeurrection 1s estnbilshed by
the testimony ot the dieciples, and of
sll the {acts that follow in the hiatory
ot Christianity. Buot it wse pot al ne
in the Kastern bemlisphers that He
teft Hja wuneas. Here, on the Western
contigent, at thasame time that great
events wele tranepiring in Judes events
noae the iees important to thie hemi-
sphere werse occurring. Bimuoitaneouely
with the sgony on the groee there wes

iwetituted the operallops of Gou’s
judgment upon ibe wicked, Io the
cenvulsiona ol nature, which buried

clties, desviated valleye, rent the moun-
inlpe, and enook the earth. But '‘the
more rightecus part of the people”
were epared, to gather in *the land
Bountifol.?” There they heerd the
voice fromm heaven devlaring: ‘'Be-
hold My.heloved Hon, In whom I am
well pleased, in whom I have glorifled
My name: hear ye Him.”” And the
people beheld, se tne historlan eaye:

And it came to pass ae they under-
atood, they cast thelr eyes up ugaino to-
wards heaven; nad behold, \hey saw &
mnn descerding out of heaven; and He
wan clothed 123 a white robe,and He came
down and siood in the midst of them,
and the eyes of the whole muoltitude
were turned npon Him, and they darst
pot open their mouths, even one (0 an-
other, and wist not what it meant, for
they thought it was an angel that had ap-
peared unto them.

And it came to pass that He etretched
forth His band and spake unto the peo-
ple, saying, ,

Behold, I am Jeaus Qhrist, whom the
prophets pes:ified shall come inwo the
world;

And behold. I am the light and the
life of the world; and ! bave drunk out of
that hitter cup which the Father bhath
given me, and bave glorified 1he Father
n taking upon me the sins of the world,
n the whiog I have ruffered the will of
the Father ino sll things from the hsgin-
ing.

And it ocame to pass that when
Jesns had spoken these words, the
whole multiiude fell to the earth, for
they rememhsred that 1t had bean
prophesied smon them 1hat Christ
should shew Himself unto them arter His
ascen=ion into hasven.

And it came to nass that the Lord
spake unto them »aying,

Arige and come forih unto me, that ye
may thrust your hands into my side,
snd nlro that ye may feelthe prints ot
the nails In my hands and in my feet,
that ye may know,thatIam the God of
Israsl, and the God of the whole earth,
and bave been siain for the sipns of the
world.

Angd it came 1o pass that the maultitude
wont forth, and thrust thelr hapds into
Hin side, and did feel the printa of the
bajls in His bandsand in His feet; and
this they did do, going forth one by oné:
until they had all gone forth, and did #8¢
with their eves, and did feel witl, theif
hands, and did know of aaunrety, and d
hear record, that it was He of whom It
was written by the prophets that shoul
oome.

And when they had all gone forth and
bad witnessed for themselves, they d
cry out with one aceord, =aying,

Hosabna! blessed he the name of the
Most High GQod! And they did fsl
down at the feet of Jesus, and djd wor
abip Him.

It wae Jerus, who had been slain 8t
Jerusalem—tuo eame that thpe dueol
ptes in Juden testified ma hejrg rieen
from the dead, Inthe Book gr Mol
mon, quoted from, is the witpees 00
thin land of the risen Redeemer—th®
resarrected Chriet Is the central fact©
that history, the burden of {is whol®
testimony. And inthle day angels and
tne voles of Gxd bave deglared
men the aheoluts trath of the Buok ©
Mormonb record. It s arecord of the
triumphant resurrected Chriet,

In our own day, io sddition f0
the angelic declaration of the trutd
stated in the a clent records of th®
Bible and Book of Mormon, 1s the stilf
turther appesrance of Christ Hinsell—
the reenrrscted Redeemsar. He cam®
to the hoy Jomepb 8mith, He AP
peared afterwatds in the Tempile erect:
ed to Hie oame; and here is a recor
of one of His appearances s perfectly
authenticated arp any othet;

We, Joseph Smith Jr. and Sijdnoe¥
Rigdon, being In 1bhe Spirit on the siX-
teenth of Febrnary, In the year of our
Lord, one thousand elght hundred and
thirty-1wo,

By the power 0 the Spiriv our eyes
were opened and our understand!Dg®
ware enlightened, 80 aa to see and under-
siand the things of God—

Even those things wbich were irom
the heginning belore the world wa%
which were ordsined of the Fathel.
through bis Oniv Begotten Spp, who I*
in \be borom of the Futher, even from
the beginning,

Of whom we bear record. and the
record which we bear ia he fulness of
:bhe Gonpel of Jesus Christ, who js the
Son, whom we saw and with whom we
conversed In the beavenly vision.

inthe New Tesament, which coD-
tslna the record of His firsy appearance
after Hie resurrectlon, as well as in
the other works named, there is prom-
tue of a etill (urtber appearlng, when



