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many thousand variations how do
we know that there are not many
thousand more which have not yet
been detected

this question must be solved be-
fore we are prepared to admit that
the bible is a sufficient guide and
has done away with the necessity of
further revelation

but we will pass by the difficulties
thus far pointed out we will sup-
pose that we have settled beyond
doubt the number of hooksbooks to be ac-
cepted as canonical we will suppose
that the original text has been pre-
served and that the translations
thereof in our vernacular tongues
are correct all this we suppose
and yet we will find the greatest dif-
ficulty exists that ofunderstandsunderstandi ugng
the sacred volume correctly in-
deed this difficulty is so great that
probably not one singlesingh man now
living caucan understand it all and
those that understand part of it
aright do so by the aid of the spirit of
god

some of the difficulties in under-
standing even the translations of
the bible may now be pointed outjtt tois admitted that the words used
in the scriptures are sometimes to
be used in a figurative sense and
sometimes in a literal sense what
words are in each case to be uunder-
stood strictly and what figuratively
must be left to the judgment of the
reader and from this fa t numer-
ous errors have arisen

people have sometimes allegorized
where no allegory was intended as
orgorigenn in reading that abraham in
his oadold age married keturah now
he says the word Ketketurah means

sweet odor and sweet odor re-
fers tdt the fragrance of righteous-
ness hesire liehe concludes that
abraham iuin his old age became
very pious or righteous and thathis fact is meant when moses states
that the patriarch married keturah
equally absurd is the following a la

adam represents
the intellect and eve the feeling
that adam and eve begat sons and
daughters means therefore that the
union between intellect and feeling
Is what produces knowledge in
man these instancesing are ex-
tremely absurd and the errors of
this kind 0 interpretation are easily
perceived but sometimes the
errors are not hobo palpable although
equally absurd As furfor instance
when it is contended that the I1 king-
dom of christ meansmeani a religion
and not a real kingdom or that the
first resurrection I mean a revival
of the principles for which the mar-
tyrsarsyrs were killed in such cases the
errors are great and hundreds of
bible readers commit just such
errors in many instances without
even knowing it

then sometimes words that are
really used figuratively are under-
stood literally XV ouon will see paint-
ings occasionally where lazarus isAs

enjoying his heavenly bliss by sit
ting in the lap the bosom of
father abraham the artist having
misunderstood the figuiRfigurativetive ex-
pression used by our lord

this kind of error is more easily
committed in reading the propheti-
cal portions of the bible the
prophets borrow words denoting

1 1
natural objects in order to represent
what is spiritual and abstract
their books are so to speak hiero
glyph ical although they do not
drawraw their hieroglyphic pictures as
did the egyptian priests but they
describe them in words hence the
great difficulty in interinterpretingbretingdifficultTiffiprophecy it is not less difficultcult
than to interpret many ancient
egyptian records the prophets
for instance talk of a hornborn and
mean a crown or a kingdom

beastybeast is a usurping tyrannical
power key stands for lawful
authority 11 virginsdirgins 1 1 are faithful
worshipers not defiled by idolatry

generally it must be borne in
mind that every word should be
understood as it was commonly un-
derstoodderdderstoodtood at the time the bible was
written much minute inquiry in
fact more than most people are pre-
pared to give is needed in order to
avoid errors arising from a violation
of this rule

sometimes a knowlknowledgeelge of he-
brew and greek tois absolutely neces-
sary for the right understanding of a
passage in 1 kings 9 david tois
made to say concerning simei

mold him not guiltless but
his hoary head bring down with
blood to the grave 191 9 but david
hadbad sworn not to kill simelsimei it
seems therefore as if one of the last
acts of david was to break his oath
and his royal word but a knowl-
edge of hebrew idiom clears this
up for the word not refers to
both clauses hold him not guilt-
less but bring not hisbis hoary
head down with blood that is the
meaningmeau ing and solomon understood
it so the end of the world
spoken of in matt a greek
scholar will discover to be not the
end of the physical world telos tou
kokosmockosmouarnou but the termination of the
then existing economy for the
words are syntelein tou ananosanonos the
interpretation of the whole prophecy
ofaf our lord hangs upon this one
word matthew kiyxii 40 makes chchristriot
say for as jonah waswaa three daye
and three nights in the whales bel-
ly whereas the fact is that there
is not and probably never waswaa a
whale in the mediterranean thethe
hebrew has a great fish jonah

which the translators of the
septuagint made into a whale and
the misleadingmialeading quotation slipped
into the new testament from the
septuagint

sometimes people put a mystical
sense into the most plain expression
christ says but one thing is need-
ful luke and many an edi-
fying sermon has been preached
upon this one needful thing
and much curiosity has been
needlessly excited to know what
that one needful thing is that in
itself is necessary and sufficient to
salvation people have been so
eager to makeinake a mystery that they
have forgotten the fact that christ
for the time does not refer to salva-
tion at all iuthut is speaking ofaof a much
more trivial subject yet not less in-
terestingte or noteworthy christeaschristChris hasthas
called on his friends lazarus
martha and maria the two ladies
are both anxious to serve him to the
bestbeet of their ability but martha
seems to have had an idea that lotslota

of thingsthin were necessary in order to
make a comfortable meal in order
to be ready in va hurryburry martha
wanted her sister to help her upon
which the savior politely remarks
that only one thing is needful
there was no cause for so much
serving he would not enter their
house a stranger for whom they
would have to prepare so many
extra dishes he would comecorleascorneasas
their friend and be entertained as
such this would give both sisters
time to sit down and listen to his
Instructinstructionslos which after all was the

good part of the entertainment
stripping this narrative of the mas
tortesteries of theologians and letting
common sense lyhe common sense
we have a beautiful incident at
once pleasing and instructive

sometimes the reader will be mis-
led by the numbers of the bible be
causenecau sephe does nutnot know bow they
originally were used ten some-
times stands for several 10 in

7 Jacobe ays that labau
had changed hisbis wages ten times
meaning of course several times
perhaps the division of the roman
empire into ten as predicted by
daniel ought to be understood in
the same way since so far no one
has been able exactly to tell in what

ten the word taken literally
kingdoms that empire on its down
fall was divided if understood
to mean several kingdoms there
is no difficulty forty in the
same way often means many

seven and seventy denote a
large and complete number although
uncertain to the speaker

sometimes a kilowknowledgeledge of blatny
is required for the right understand-
ing of passages acts ix 31 the
churches had rest throughout all
judea and galileogalilee has tenicon mis-
understood as a consequence of the
conversion of paul whereas the real
cause of this temporary rest was that
at this time attempted to
raise a statue of himself in the

holy of holies in the temple
the cousterconsternationnation which this caused
among the bloodthirsty jews made
them for a time to forget the chris-
tian churchesnor lesslees important toia a knowledge
of ancient chronology geography
of botany of mineralogy zoology
and archaeology in itsito various
branches but we cannot here mul-
tiply instances
to understand the bible even the

plainest translation all these things
are nnecessaryr as helps and yet
without thete arpirbofof god to lead into
all truth sotnot all of these helps are
sufficient so numerous and so vast
are the difficulties to kibe encountered
in ascertaining the true meaning of
the bible
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faoto be continued

may 81 Preal jent
harrisonharri bon and party arrived this
morning were received by the
mayor and mili and driven to
an hotel

the president subsequently held
a reception at the exposition build-
ing three thousand shook handsbands
with him he guest of the
scotch irish congressconferees


