many thousand variations, how dn
we know that there are pot many
thousand more which have not yet
been detected?

This question must be solved be-
fore we are prepared to admit that
the Bible is a sufficient guide, and
bhas done away with the necessity of
further revelation.

But we will pass by the difficulties
thus far pointed out. We will sup-
pose that we have setfled beyond
doubt the number of hooks to be ae-
cepted as cauonical. We will suppose
that the original text has heen pre-
served, and that the traoslations
thereof in our vernacular tongues
are correct. All this we suppose,
and yet we will find the greatest dif-
ficulty exists— that of understanding
the sacred volume correctly. lu-
deed, this difficulty is so great that
probably not one single man now
living can unpderstand it all, and
those that uunderstand part of it
aright do 8o by the aid of the Spirit of
God.

Bome of the difficulties in under-
stunding even the trapslatiovs of
the Bible may now be pointed out.

It is admitted that the words used
in the Suriptures are sometimes to
be used in a figurative seppe and
sometimes in a literal gense. What
words are, in each case, to be under-
stood strictly and what figuratively
must be left to the judgment of the
reader. And from this fa t pumer-
ous errors have arisen.

People have sometlmes allegorized
where no allegory was intended, as
Origen in reading that Abraham in
his old age married Keturah, Now,
bo says, the word Keturah means
“pweet oder,” aud ‘“‘sweet odor’” re-
fers td the fragrance of rigbteous-
ness. Henve he conecludes that
Abrabam iv his old age became
very pious or righteous, and th-t
this fact is meant when Moses states
that the Patriateh married Keturah.
Equally absurd is the following a la
Bwedenborg: ‘*‘Adam represents
the inbeilect and Eve the feeling.
That Adam and Eve begat sons and
daughters meaus,therefore, that the
union between intellect and feeling
ls what produces kpowledge in
man.” These ipMapves are ex-
tremely absurd and the errors of
this kintl of interpretation arc easily |
perceived.” But  sometimes the
errors are not =0 palpable, although
equaily absurd. "As for instance,
when it is contended that the “king-
dom? of Christ means a religion
und not a real kingdom, or that the
first resurrection®’ mean a revival
of the principles for which the mar-
tyvs were killed. In such cases the
errors are preat, aud hundreds of |
Bible-readers commit just such
errors, in mwany instances without
even knowing it.

Then, sometimes words that are
really used figuratively are under-
stood literally. ¥ou will see paint-
ings, oceasionally, where Lazarus .8
enjoying his heavenly bliss by sit-
ting in the lap (“the bosom?’) of
Father Abraham, the artist having
misunderstood the figmiative ex-
pressinn used by our Lord.

This kind of error is more easily
coulmitted in reading the propheti-
cal portions of the Bible. The

Prophets borrow words denoting
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natural objects in order to represent
what js spiritual aed abstract.
Their books are, so to speak, hiero-
glyphical, although they do not
draw their hieroglyphic pictures, as
did the Egyptiau priests, but they
describe them in words. Hence the
great difficulty in interpreting
prophecy. It i8 not less difficult
thao to ioterpret many aocient
Egyptiau recorda. 'The Prophets,
for instance, talk of a “horn?’ and
mean & ‘‘crown?’ or a “kiogdom.’’
‘“Beast’ is a usurping tyrannical
power. “Key” stands for lawful
authority. ““Virgins” are faithful
worsbipers, vot defiled by idolatry.

Glenerally it must be borue in
mind that every word sbould be
understood ae it was comnmoniy up-
derstood at the time the Bible was
written. Muc¢n minute inquiry, in
fact more than most people are pre-
pared to give, is needed in order to
avoid errors arising from a vielation
of this rule.

Sometimes 8 knowle ige of He-
brew and Greek is absolutely neces-
sary for theright understanding of a
passage. In1 Kings ii:8, 9 David is
made to say concerning Simei:
“Hold him not puiltless, * * but
his hoary head bring down with
blood to the grave.”” But David
had sworn not to kill Simei. It
svems therefore as if one of the last
acts of David was to break his oath
aud his royal word. Buta kuowl-
edge of Hebrew idiom cliars this
up; for the word ‘‘not” refers to
both clauses: ““Hold him pot guilt-
less, * * but bring not his hoary
head dowp with blood.”” That is the
meaning, and Bolomon understood
it so. “The end of the world”
spoken of inm Matt. xxiv:3 a Greek
scholar will discover to be not the
end of the physival world {feloe fou
ko#rnou). but the termination of the
then existing economy; for the
words are synteleio tou gionos. The
interpretation of the whole prophecy
of our Lord hangs upon this one
word. Matthew (xii:40) makes Christ
say: ‘‘For as Jonah was three days
and three nights in the whale’s bel-
ly,” whereas the fact is, that there
is not,.and probably never was, a
whale in the Mediterranean, The
Heobrew has “‘a great fish?>’ (Jooah
1:17), whieh the translators of the
Bepruagint made into a whale, and
the misleading quotation slipped
into the New Testament from the
Beptusgiot.

Sometimes prople put a mystical
sense into the most-plain expression,
Christ says: **But oue thing is need-
ful? { Luke x:42), and many an edi-
fying sermon has been preached
upou this one ‘‘needful thing,’’
and mucli  ecuriosity has been
needlessly excited to know what
that one needful thing is that In
itself is uecessary and aufficient to
salvation. People bave been so
eager to make a mystery that they
have forgutten the tact that Christ
for the time does not refer to salva-
tion at all, hut isspeaking of a much
more trivial subject, yet nol less in-
teresting or noteworthy. Christ has
called oo His friends, Lazarus,
Martha and Maria. The two ladies
are hoth apxicus toserve Him to the
best of their ability. But Martba
seems to have had ap idea that lots
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of things were necessary in order to
make & comfertable meal. Io order
to be ready in a* hurry Martha
wanted her sister to help her, upon
which the Bavior politely remarks
that, “‘only one thing is oeedful.”
There was no cause for so much
serving. He would not enter their
house @ stranger for whom they
would have to prepare s0 many
extra dishes. ¢ would come as
their frivnd aud be eutertained as
such. This would give both sisters
time to sit down and listen to His
ingtruetions, which after all was the
‘‘good part” of the entertainment.
Stripping this narrative of the mys-
teries ef theologians and letting
common sense he common sense,
we have a beautiful incident at
ouce pleasing uud instructive.

Bometimes the reader will be mis-
led by the numbers of the Bible, be-
causeghe does not know how they
originally were used. “Ten”’ some.
times stands for f‘several.” Inp
Gen.Jxxxi: 7, Jacob says that Labanp
had chauged his wages “ten times,”?
meuning of course, “several times.”
Perhaps the division of the Roman
Empire into *‘ten’” a8 predicted by
Dauiel ought to be understood in
the sume way, since so far o ope
has been able «xactly to tell io what
“ten? (the word taken literally)
kingdoms that emipire on its down-
fall was divided. If uwpderstood
to mean “several’” kingdoms, there
is no diffieulty. “Forty,” io the
same way, often means “many.”’
‘‘Beven’’ and “seventy’’ depote
large and complete uumber, although
uucertain to tﬁe speaker.

Sometimes a knowledge of hiﬁnry
isrequired for the right understand-
ing of pussages. (Auts ix, 31): “The
churches had rest throughout all
Juden and Gialilee’’ has theen mis-
understood as a consequence of the
conversiou of ’aul, whereas the real
cause of this temporary rest was that
at this time Caligula attempted to
raise a statue of himeelf in the
“Holy of hollea” in the temple.
The consternation which this caused
among the bloodthirsty Jews made
them for a time fo forget the Chris-
tian Churches.

Nor less important is a knowledge
of ancient chronology, geography,
of botany, of miueralogy, zoology,
and archmology io its various
bianches. But we caunot here mul-
tiply instances.

To understanid the Bible, even the
plaiuest translation, all these thiugs
are necessary as helps, and yet,
wilhout the Bpirt of God to lead into
all truth, not all of these helps are
sufficient; s¢ Dumerous and so vast
are the .lifficulties to be encountered
in agcertaining the true meaning of
the Bible.

J. M. 8.
[To be continued.]
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ErrrsBUnre, May 8l.—President
Harrison and party arrived this
moruoing, were received by the
mayor and militwwy, and driveo to
an botel.

The Presideut subseguently held
a receIlJ_‘tlon at the exposition build-
ing. hree thousund shook hands
with bim. He was*the guest ofthe
8cotch-Irish Congress.



