less be appalling. Robberies of that
character are of the lowest grade,
and those guilty of them are crimi-
nals of the meanest aund most cou-
temptible type,

—_— -—

AMERICAN RUINS.

SECRETARY NopLE has done a
good thing in withdrawing from the
public market, for the' time being,
those Iands in New Mexico and
Southern Colorado on which are sit-
uated the ruing ang relics of the re-
markable any ajleged pre-historic
race Rnown as the <Qliff Dwellers.”

The step has been taken in the in-
terest Of'Si?iBIl()e.Tlle logical sequence
of the poSltion taken by thesecretary
will be 4 8peedy and thorough jnves-
tigation of the loeality wherea pecu
liar race, of strange habits, probably
made COMpulsory by hostile sur-
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IT 18 JUST THE THING.

It is very gratifying to hear the
encomiums of the people on the
Declaration of Principles prepared
by the municipal convention of the
People’s Party. They endorse it as
a fajr expression of their senti-
ments and wishes. We have heard
no ohjection to anything it containg,
A few critics, however, would like
to have had some other things said
in it, and a more vigorous expression
of oneor two ideas, but when the
reasons for the exclusion of the
| former and (he temperate tone of
the Iatter are explained, it is ac-
knowledged that, all things con-
sidered, the document is better as it
is.

Even members of the “Liberal?®
party who are not committed to the
extreme radicalism of ifs leaders,
admit that it is a good platform; iu-

roundi.ngs., Al one time (dwelt. 'The | deed, all that could be reasonably
l.[]\f%tlg{ltlou will doubtless result |desired by any good citizen. Some
in a valuable goptribution to the |of them, however, express doubits ag

fund of information already ac-

camulated iy rolation to what
are coMMonly (esignated the
anclent Inees of America. We

will Jook forward with no small de-
gree of interest {» the proposed re-
search, and antieipate that whatever
the dizcoverieg may be, 'Lhey will

{ to whether the praetical sugestions

it containg will be carried into ef-
fect.

The best answer to this would be
a practieal adoption of these views
by the munuicipal authorities at
once, 8o far as possible. There are

declarations in favor of certain

serve to 8Ustain the authenticity of |¢hanges which are immediately

the Bovk of Mormon as a genuine

Ipractlcable. Why not go ahead apd

history of the people who inhabited put them Lhroug'u?

this continent in pagt ages.

—_—

A WOFUL SCENE.

THE i.nhuman outrages that are
daily being perpetrated, and which
are recou.nl’-etl In the public journals,
are sufﬁcfently horrible to chill the
INAFTOW 10 the hopes of the sensi-
tive .reader_ Surely the acine of
ferocity Was regehed by Owen
‘E‘Ieﬁ"eron, the New York hod-car-
rier, Who seizeq his little daughter,
threw herin front of n cook stove,
held her there with one hand while
he poured a ketgle of boiling water
over her body. A fellow capable of
beufg fired with sueh insane rage,
agalnst_ A0 inugcent child, as to
cause bimto perpetrate such an aw-
ful erime shoyld pe held in durance

indefinitely, He 5 yufit o
be allowed ¢, yp ooge in
a civilized commupity. But the
question s g open one as to

whether a Cominunity is really in a
state of C1Vilization in which such
cruel and squalig geenes s that pre-
sented 10 the Lome of Hefferon

exist. It wpq a feg .

r{ul picture of
unadulterated foroeipy ang unmiti-
gated misery,

The water question is the first in
importance and rightly takes pre-
eminence on the list of desired im-
provements. We do nol see
what more the Council can doon
tlzis matter than they ave endeavor-
ing to accomplish. They have
given it diligent attention. Some
members have been working at it al-
most night and day.  The problem
is the question of supply. When
that is sulved the distribulion can
be attended to as the masses of the
people desire.

There never was a more delusive
ery than that of “free water.”> Tt
is utterly impossible to get water
for nothing, for public uses, in any
partof the world. It costs money to
procure it, even in the regions where
there is the most abundant supply.
And its distribution, whether by
pipes or in ditches, or in any other
way, entails expense propottioned
to its extent and complieations.
*-Free water?’ is the impudent ery
of deceiving demagogues and ig a
complete and absolute absurdity.
Qur water system could have been
made amply sufficient for essential
public demands, if the sources of

supply had pot failed during this
exceptional season of drouth

4%

Against such & calamity it is very
difficult to devise a certain remedy
or preventive. But whatever can
be done will certainly be attenipted
by the gentlemen who have the
matter under official direction. Aml
they know mere about the poesibill-
ties and the impossibilities of the
case thap any stranger who may be
imported or auy paper thoeorist find-
ing fault for political ends. )
The improvements in water dis-
tribution, street lighting, police ex-
tension, sanitation, public buildings,

railroad regulations, the suppres-
gionn of vice, etc.,, which the
representatives of the People’s

Party favor and reguest, may be pro-
ceeded with, as reason shall dictate
and financial ability will permit,
without waiting for a new City
Council. Action on these matters
will show that_the Party is in earn-
est;and that any hosfllity based
upon the suspicion that the Declara-
tion means only words and ideas,
is utterly groundless and undeser-
ved.

Of course the noisy and unprinei-
pled agitators who expect to profit
by a lively politieal campaign and
a change in the government of the
city. affect to ridicule the Declars-
tion of Principles. In one breath
they claimthas it is a new departure
led by “Liberal>” demands, in the
next they say it is a rehash of old
ideas embodied in a previous Peo-
ple’s Party platform. First, they
pretend to laugh at its enunciations
as absurd, theu they declare those
utteranees are “Liberal” ideas bor-
rowed for the oceasion. All this in-
consistency appears in their organ
as the opinion of ‘*Liberals” on the
Deelaration.

There is one thing that should be
noted; the organ of the “Liberal’’

party admits many of the
evil deeds for which that party
is  arraigned, and acknowl-
edges that the f*Liberal’” party

iz animated with a longing to strip
the ballot altogether from the hands

of the majority bere, “if they
could Dbring it about as their
brethren have dJdopne in Ida-
ho.”» The whole admission is

a confession that the arraignment of

the ““Liberal®’ party in the People’s
Declaration of Principles is correct,
| botli as relates to its past aects and its
{future pians and purposes.

W are quite willing that the plat-
form adopted by the convention
shall be ““banged at,” as promised,
by “Liberal’’ shouters during the
coming municipal campaign. Any
man wiio is opposed toone of its
principles or any of its demands, is




