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and what will follow, but He holds
out the opportunity to escape from
the dremff!ul fate. The righteous
will eseape, and will do so by obey-
ing the «<ommandments of God.
That ia the path to salvation ; while
condemnation ia the result of widk-
ed ness.

That which we are passing
through today Is kndwn to Him.

e understands vur position, and
proposes to try and to test us. If
uny ol us tremble it ia becsuse of
luck of faith. There ia no Latter-
day Salnt who ia living his reli rion,
aud who has the teatimony of Jesus,

who is seriously disturbed by any- {J

thing that vecurs. He trusts im-
plicitly in God, aul awairs the out-
come with confidence. The ndvei-
sary would be plensed if he eould fifl
the Saints with fear. Have we not
noticed how full of bluster and
threats are those who nutagonize
us? Do they not tell us of the grent
dangers that menace us, and say
that we are beaten oraregoing to be?
One would imagine, to read the
newspapers throughout the nation
nowadays, that the Church was
broken to pieces. They proclaim
that it is doomed. There has been
scarcely a year for the past sixty
years that the same proclamation
has not heen sent out by our ene-
mier. We were told Ly the Pro-
phets that such statements would be
muie, and we see in the course of
men towards us ju this respect a
fulfilment of prophecy. We are en-
gaged in God’s work. He is its
founder, aud He will take care of it.
We may worry about how matters
will goon, but it makes no differ-
ence; the work of God will progress.
Cur actions affect ourselves, but we
have no oceasion to worry about the
work. Jehovah will care for that.

There never hns been a minute
from theorganization of the Church
to the present that the Lord has not
been with the Chureh. There has
never been a time when we have
been laft without the Word of God.
The light from our Father and the
revelations of Jesus have been with
the authorities of the Church, and
are wiih them today. Ifany of you
have any doubts, go to the Lord
and agk in humility, and you will
receive a testimony thatthe Chureh
is led by the revelations of God.
Like Moses, the authorities feel,
would to God thai nll the KElders
were Prophets.

There may be thingsdone, and
mny be counsel given, that the
HBaints cannot understand. It is
Your duty not to be disobedient. Go
to the Lord, and He will teach you
to be obedient to His counsel. ‘There
has beeu a great deal said about the
influence ot the Priesthood. There
should be a great deal of influence,
and if we contorm: to it we will
walk by th® light which God will
give to us individually. The grent
strength of this work is because no
three men, or ne fifteen men, lead
the people. The First Presidency
and Apostles are the leaders of the
people, but they do not lead them.
God leads them. Lel the Presiden-
cy or Apostles turn aside, and they
will fall as did 8iducy Rigdon, Wil-
liam Law and others. The Saints
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know the voice of the true Shep-
herd, and will not follow another.

If counsel comes from tke First|
Presidency, and we do not under-
atand it, it is our duty to go to our
Father and ask Him to enlighten
our minds. We have no business to
stand and murmur., Some time ago
there was some counsel given by the
leader of Israel; one of the Apostlesl
could not understaed it, and he was
greatly troubled. But he saw a vision,
something like Peter saw of the
animals which the Lord had made
clean. and this A postie then under-
stood that the counsel be had ob-
jected to was proper. There may he
things of this kind in the future. It
ia that wisdom with which He will
inspire His servanta that will hring
salvation to the people. Jehovah
will show the inhabitanta of the
earth that He is God, and there is
no power that ean defeat His pur-
poses. Thelittle stone which Daniel
saw will roll forth, continuing to
gather power and to increase till it
wiill fill the whole earth. Noching
can prevent it.

The Haints possess qualitics from
the Gospel which cannot be des-
troyed. Men may attempt to de-
prive us of those gualities, but that
cannot change the resulte. There
iz a work being donc¢ by s under
God’s blessing that cannot be cov-
ered up or extinguished, unless, in-
deed. the whole people are destroyed.
The Lord has bestowed His power
on men, and it will live with them
if they are faithful. God has prom-
ised that [fis work shall aot
be destroyed. Be patient and
you will see all the °~ well-
devised plans againet the Lord’s
work fail. The seeming triumph
of those who fight against God will
turn to ashes on their lips, as does
Dend Seas fruit. With them it will
be as the Prophet says—they will
dreamy that they are eating and
drinking, but will awake and find
that they are still hubngry and
thirsty, so far as hindering this
work is concerned. May God cause
that His power may rest upon all
who seek for it.

The choir sang the anthem:

Who is like anlo thee, O Lord?

The closing prayer wuasoffered hy
Eider H. i". Richards, and confer-
ence adjourned till Monday at 10
a.m.

On Monday morning the services
commenced at 10 o’¢lock with the
c¢hoir singing:

Prase ye the Lord! *lia good Lo raise
Your hearis and voices in His praise.

Prayer was offered by Elder An-

drew Jensen, after which the choir

sang:

I'l] praise my Maker while I've breath;
And when my voice ia losl indealh,
Praise shall employ my nobler powers.

The first speaker was |

ELDER JAS. E. TALMAGE,
who said:  Accustohied as we are 1o
seeing thonsands of our people as-
semble in Lhis building, such a con-
gregation as is present this morning
appears very small, 1 do not think,
however, that numbers alone will
count with Gud, but the quality
will tather be considered, I{ the

house were filled with faithful and
piucere worshippers,a richer outpour-
ing of the Holy 3pirit might reasvn-
ably be anticipated; but a few have
it in their power by united
fuith to call down the blessing and
power of God, nnd the prayers of a
siugle righteous iundividual have
been known to avail much. If the
whole of the Baiuts were faithful
great power musl certainly attepd
them, but if even a majority of them
are in that coudition, as doulitless is
the case, the favor of the Almighty
may be reasonably looked for. 1t is
the will of God that the Baints shail
be surrounded by adverse influences,
and have to contend with evil in
many forms that their integrity may
be proven, but if they eschew evil,
cling to the truth and are faithful
to their eovenants they will be en-
titled to and enjoy the blessings of
God from day to day. Ido nolagree
with those who express the opinfon
that the Liord is displeased with the
Sainls and that He has withdrawn
His Spirit from them. I know that
the Bpirit of Gud Is abundantly en-
joyed by the faithful BSaints, and
there is no ueed for discourage-
ment. The press of the country
has of late been announcing the
death-knell of ““hormonism,” but
the public hias so often in the past
been invited through the same
medium to attend the funern] of
““Mormonism,*’ while that institu-
tion still continued to exist and
flourish, that it is no longer worthy
of credence. The example of Bam-
son conveys a lesson that the Saints
may profit by. His enemies, the
Philistines, with whom his wife
also was iu league, tried for a long
time and in vnin to discover the’
secret of hisstrength. His apewers
misled them, and their efforts to
control him by binding Lim with
green withes, new cords and weéhv-
iug his hair iu a loom  were in turn
futile, but wearied with his wife’s
importunities he finally imparted to
her the secret and was shorn of his
locks and his strength and, blind
and humiliated, he was paraded as a
puppet by his enemies. The
enemies of the Saints of God in this
age have been equally curious to
learn the secret of their sirength,
and though exultant at tintes in the
hope that they had discovered it,
time hag proved, as it did in the ¢ase
of 3amson, that they were mistaken.
‘Though bound and fettered muny
times, they have in every inslance
broken forth stronger than ever. I
have heard Bishops and leading
churchmen among our opponents
declare that it was useless to try to
effect their purpose by laboring with
the adult members of the Chureh,
but it must be done through turning
the children from the faith or by
resorting to other strategy. If we
do our duty by our children, even
in this they will fail, and if we
guard well our covenants and betray
not the secrets of our strength with
the Lord, they will never be able (o
cope with ua.

FRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON

read a portion of the 49th chapter of

[«ajab, beginming at the 13th verse.
Frobably among all the prophecies

of [saiah there is none that is more




