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wos 80 comprehensive that it conld not'Th&se gifta were manifested through

be understood by findte man, but this
understanding could be gradually
reached through the keeping of the
covenants of the Gospel. God would
not break His covenants to the peo-
ple, and they should carry out their
obllgations to Him, In keeping the Sab-
bath, studying the principles of the
Gospel, and fulfilling all the duties of
the Priesthood, each one In his office
and calllpg. This would take all of
men's time, with the Lord to help them.
Every offlee in the Church was most
Itfhportant in its place; none of them
could be dlepensed with, without mak-
ing thls organization complete, Direct-
Ing his remarks chiefly to the lesser
Priesthood,Brother Preston urged them

to be fajthful in studying and perform- |

iog all the dutijes of thelr offices, tak-
Ing advantage of every opportunity to
keep abreast with the progress of the
work, If they could not do this, they
ahould resign thelr positions.
Beripture readlng and
in the home was strongly urged, &s one
of the means of carrying out covenants
with God. If the Priests and Teachera
were negligent in the performance of
their particular duty, they were large-
responsible for the laxity of the people
in doing the work required of them.
Exortation would be found a very ef-
ficient means of urging the people to
in the falth. The Latter-day Saints
had just commenced to sanctlfy them-
sclyes by the laws of God, and many,
the speaker thought, were following
rather after the ways of the world.
There¢ was always a necessity for the
people to seek after the Lord, to cheer
thein and lift them up in the hour of
adversity and troubie, and to enable
them to perform every duty well
Elder John W. Taylor, of the Council
of Apostles, followed. He spoke favor-
ably of the condition of the Colorado
mission, the work there being progres-
slve and efliclent. The drifting away
from the falth. of some of the Salnts,

was spoken of, and accounted for by, the Imspiration of the Lord.

familar spirits, ete., each persen thus
posscssed mlxing a little truth with
error in order to decelve fthe unwary.
The people were warned,against plac-
Ing too much confidence in these partlal
gifts, for they would frequently prove
deceptive. Superstitions were denounced
as being from an evil source; fear of
men and of the evil one would never ac-
company the vpozsesslion of the true
Splrit.

The evil of marrying outside the faith
was referred to and deprecated, and
undue famlliarity with those not of the
true faith was discouraged, though
every proper courtesy and kindness
should be shown to those not members
of the Church., By oare in thls re-
spect, the falth of the people could be
kept intact. Parents should make it a
point to Instruct thelr children in this
regard and eheck at the outset and ten-
dency toward the forming of these al-
llances with unbelievers.

The duty of marrlage was urged upon

explanation | the young people, as also the duty .of

self-support. Chlldren should be tratned
from the filrst to industry and self-re-
Uance., Those i(n the clty who were
without means of support would do
well to move Intothe country, settle on
farms, and put their children to work.
The cholr sang:
Behold the mountain of the lord,
In latter-days shall rlse.
Benedlction was pronounced by Elder
Theodore Curtis,

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The cholr sang the hymn:

Great God attend while Zion sings,
The Joy that from Thy presence
springs.

Prayer by Eider N, V. Jones,

Singing by the cholr:

Glory to God on high.

Elder James E. Talmage was the first
speaker. He referred to the enjoyment
experienced In the morning sesslon,
through the !nstruetions given under
Prepara

the fact that they had neglected one: tion of gatherings of th!s kind should

of the plain duties of the Gospel.

be thorough, on the part of those who

Elder Taylor read from the Book of' gpeak and those who llsten; this prep-
Moronl where that prophet exhorted his aration consistlng in the cultivation of
readers to give heed to the prompt-ithe Spirit of God that the evil spirlt

Ings of the Spirlt to ascertain whether
his words were true, and to learn the
truth of all things, and be guided in the
Tight way. These glfts of the Spirit
should be done away only through the
wickedness of the chlldren of men. The
speaker testified that these glfts were
manifest among the Latter-day Salnts
and were exerclsed for the benefit of
the people, The young should seek after
the best gifts, that the knowledge of
@od might abound in them. The enjoy-
ment of these gifts had been particu-
larly marked during the work of the
minlstry in Colorado, where the hand
of Qod had been particularly manlifest
in the labors of the missipnaries. Thus
the promises made to them by the ser-
vants of God were belng fulfilled. Strik-
ing Instances were related by the
spesker, illustrating the necessity and
benefit of following the admonitions of
the Spirit, and showing how the Lord
blessed the labors of His servants,

The converts there and elsewhere
were belng urged through the Spirit, to
gather genealogles. to seek after the
gift of healing, and other malnifesta-
Hona of the Splrit. The speazker ex-
harted the young to cultivate some of
the gifts of the Spirit, In order that
they might be frultful In the work, each
looking to hls own falthfulness. This
was necegsary, for the reason that none
oould he saved except through the gift
of the Splrit, though the weork of God
would prosper even [n the fallure of
men to renmain faithful,

Elder Taylor warned his hearers
agalnat the evil gifts which "Satan was
npreading abroad amongst the people.

might be bound from the congregation
of the Salnta, Such preparation should
be made for all the duties of life; yet
it pften happened that men were called
to perform Important dutles, whose
preparation was not adequate to the
task. Buch was often the case with
those who were called to perform mis-
sion work abroad. The speaker referred

to the bondage of debt, by which ma.nyl

were prevented from golng at the call
of the Lord, to perform Llmportant
whbrk at home apd abroad. Some of
these debts mlight be excusable and
honorable but many were without the
pale of excuse.

Referring to his experiences abroad
during the past summer, Elder Tal-
mage spoke with pride and commen-
dation of the missionary work being
performed In the world. The misslon-
aries were doing a great work, which
was a strong testimony to the world
of the sincerity and the truth of the
professions of the Latter-day Salnts.
Mastery of forelgn languages. enjoy-
ment of labors, and the accompani-
ment of the Holy Spirit, were all testi-
monies of thls great fact.Efficient prep-
aration for those duties should also be
made, and the Lord was willlng to
help those who would go to thelr work
wlith zeal. .

Crudity and illiteracy were often
charged against the Elders of the
Church, but if they were careful to
speak and act under the Inspiraton of
God for the declaration of the truth,
the manner and the language would

make but llttle gQifference. He who
paid attention to the manner rather
than the matter, who tried to create in
others the Impression of his own
‘greatness, was a proper sublect for
criticism. Joseph Smith was an exam-
ple of the humble, hesitating servant
of God, whose presentation of the truth
made a strong and lasting impression
upon his hearers. Language should
not be neglected in prayer or preach-
ing; men should offer to the Lord the
{ best they possess. But prayer angd .
| preaching should not be muade to con-
sist of words alone.

Argument,contention and debate were
not the best means of preventing the
truth to the world, but the word of God
should be presented, not for the pur-
pose of triumph over others, but to
convince them of the truth. These
contentlons were often productions of
bitternesa and hatred, but they seldom
resulted in good, True falth could not
be bullt up on argument alone, but b
must depend upom the cultivation of
‘the Spirit of God.
thThepJapeaker atated that In hls opin-
jon some of the Elders were a livtle too
reserved In accepting ald from the
Saints abroad and it often happened
¢hat thelr fr!.enfdls were estranged from

m by this tralt.

thi sl¥'{)ng tribute was paid 4o the
work of the sisters in the missionery
fleld, They were blessed with the
spirit of ‘heir mizslons, and were
usually dlscreet and capable of making
a good impression. Missionary work
at home was as lmportant as that
abroad, and each one living In Zion
shonld cultivate and exerclise the mis-
sionary epirit. The keeplng ln the
faith of chlldren at home was a most
imporiant labor.

The evll gifts exergised by some of
the pecple were spoken of, and char-
acterized as most dangerous. The
"Salnts should beware of Individuals
who, outslde ithe Prlesthood of God,
attampted to imitate Its functions.
There was power with them, swhieh
[ they were willing to exercise for the
. destruction of ‘the Salnls of Qod.
Troublous times weTe coming and ali
the people should cultlvate a knowl-
edge of the voice of God, In order not
to be ddeceived by an imitation, no
matter how skillful.

., The authoritles were presented as
' follows, and unanlmously sustalned:

President Lorenzd Snow and his as-
soclate Apostles as the Presldency of,
and as Prophets, Scers and Revelators
to the Church of Jesus Chrlet of Lat-
ter-day Salnts in all the world,

Stake Presidency—Angus M. Can-
"non, president; Joseph E. Taylor and
Charles W. Penrose, counselors.

High Councllors—Wlilliam Eddington,
George J. Taylor, Henry Dinwoodey,

Anders W, Winberg, John T. Caine,
James P. Freeze, Mllando Pratt, Hen- *
ry P. Richards, Elias A, Smith, John
Nlcholson, John Clark, IPavid L. Davias,

Alternate High Councllors—Qrson A,
Woolley, William W. Riter, Edward
Snelgrove, John Kirkman and Spencer

Clawson,

Presidency of High Priests’ Quorum
—George B. Wallace, president; Wil-

Ulam C. Dunbar abd Nathanlel WV,
Jones, counselors.
Patriarche—Joseph C. Kingsbury,

Alonzo H. Raleigh, Washington Lem-
mon, Archibald N. Hill, Samuel Priday,
Willlam H. Whalker, Ezekiel Holman,
John Tingey, Albert Brown, Howard
Coray, Martin Lenzl. George Goddard,
lW‘imam C. Crump, Absalom W. Smith, -
iW‘illl‘am C. Allen.

Clerk of the Stake and the High
Council—James D. Stirling.

Reporter—Willard Done.

:Board of Educatign—Angus M. Can-
non, Joseph E. Taylor, Charles W..
Penrose, David McKenzle, J, M.



