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lam

tiddalid remarks of elder J it Clawsortsori are
calculated to forcibly impress upon our
minds thothe importance of fulfillinga our cov-
enant which has been soiso often renewed

ancianclanti which ivasiraswas first mado within the wallswails
I1I1 I1

orbe amplo at nauvoo thataliat wowe would
exercise 0ur influence irdanil property and

1I1use 0ourr utmost popowers to gather thothe saints
rpmoa jondabondat to a blibilshelterhll tertor in thetheltrocky

qaMouamounatatamiinqing thishis covenant was made in
building which had cost us so

laborlabonFJ and t to build when our
roalfeana

7
and patriarch had been murdered

hundreds of our houses burned the life of
vw I1avely faithful eldercider jeopardized and when

inostilo forces surrounded us onoa every hand
yotyet thoughphoui we are now surrounded by circlr

so very different in their char
erandacteenandr J and peradventurewe can not seewoj 1

birgurgent necessity for gathering thothe
saints that necessity nevertheless still ex-
ists had we ought to remember our cove

1 wee habatobavo0 done much yet much remains
tto bobe dodiedone and I1 hopeholic that the elders in

who havehavo been privileged to go on
riisnuasiong1

Slonsoni andanad those whoilio have not will all
remember andana contribute liberally afof theirlhoir
mean until all who havohave proved I1 them
salui faithful and true among thothe nations
labbawshallhah bo irellrelievedeveaeved from bondaboudabondagee and gath-
ered to inherit thothe blessinblessings3 of freedom in
this laiadahad

tthetha word that isaiah
and jerusalem

and it shallshail come to pmpats in the last laysflays
valvat the mountain of the lordisordat house shall babe
established lain the top ol01 the mountainsandphallieshall ba exalted above lnethe bills and all uanaashallrdofro flow unto it

and manymadr peoplepeoples hallshail go and sayray concocacyeye
go up to tae mountain of the lord to
of thetrie god of jacob andend bbee will1 I teriterlteach

NVwylys andd woa winwirl walk inla litshis pathsanipg coition hallshall go forth the law and the
t a lordlott from jerusalem
time thetho covcotcovenantcotenantenaut I1 have referred

00 to eliopfilpilip oneoric another to gather to thothe
rt wavm made wo vero

d by venyxeny singular and linforth
nateaate circumstances vewe were oisI1
alfreeC tate I1 anandd under a constitution that

1

guaranteedguagranteed us freedom ofnaithfaith and thoughtthou litI1

and inin fact every liberty that couldcoula be dcdo
siredibsiby those who wished to do right we
warw ereanbroan industrious and law
pie being onpu all matters of thithiis charactercheracter
above suspicion ivovvowoino were the most indus
riousst and persevering citicitizenszons on the

mississippilicausip
1

pi river as our works plainly
showedshowpd to the passerbypasser by out of a
swamp and a wilderness we had erected a
beautiful city crowned by a magnificent
temple andana turned a wild country into
gardens orchards farmfarrriisilIg and pleasure
grounds in an incredibly short space of
timtiraanaauailaadMid under veryvoy adverse circum
ttaaces religiouspeligiouslous intolerance hahadd mur-

dered our prophet and patriarch and
Elighted arlaniaafa ianiaflamo that haahadwd consumed hun-
dreds1 1

of our dwellings to ashes manymandof of
ouriolin barns grainmin stacks and fences had also 1

bee iven
I1
a prey to the P element

aanduanatandtgimgreatgroat number of ouriiii peoplepeole scattered
arounds inn that region had to fleoflee into the
cliCILcityyegorgorfor protection leaving theircheh property
to tbtho mercy of their persecutors A con-
ventionvCn ionton of dolegatosdelegates from niuenine counties
hanhamhadhaa framedod a decreedecro and formed a resolu-
tion that theho latter day saints must leave
tha ateato buhainon pain ofextermination tremthemthom-
as I1ford thothe governorgovernor throughh general
jolma hardin and lionron stephen A 4

douglass informed ilgils bilat it was im-
possible

im-iI1
for astous to bobe protected in thetho state

under thetho circumstances wewd hadhaa pre
sent petitions to thothe governoranor

ofofaoft oteryVVgrypry stateslate inlr jahe unionupion cx
governor of missouri also to

the presidentEros ident of thetho united staterstates
askingashing an asylum and rajerlon from

andancl that our people paigmightht bobe
permitted to reside in their states and on
joy the common rights guaranteed tota amer

i
bby the constitution only

ono deigned to send usanus an iansweranswer that was
arkansas governor drew ofor that state
ad iliiii io

ea
199 to oreoregon

an aarrangementaran cment wasva i enenteredtercel into with
the ieleadersadea ozithe mob inia illinois that on
conditconditionfoil thatthatis allailvexatiousFxat lawsuitsuidsuld shoushould
be stopped and mobi0 b violence andnd househousea
burning cehe we wawoulduld learolc rc the

doingI1 so we v wouldouid at whatever
cost finish the templetempie one of
eions of this agreement was that the I1lead-
ers of the mob should aid us inill disposingC
olourof our immense property

notwithstanding this it was butbub a short
time before murder and the gregrofirebrandbrand were
azainagaina- gainresorted to by the mob againsta st us
and the venerable elder edmund duroedurfeeQ
was slain others werawena fired upon and
theirtheinthe buildings and stacks burned I1ydm
order that they might carry out their agree-
ment to leave the state the people of nau-
voooo00 organized into companies of0 a hundredhundrid
each and every hundred and I1 may say
every fifty established a wagonwabwagoil shop and
almost everyovery nianman in the town who know
anything0 about butchering0 wood com-
menced

1

the business of wagon makingmakingsmakingi
green timber just AS it was cut in the
woods was boiled in brine and convert-
ed into wagons and thousands of wag
ons were built in the fallfali and win-
ter of 6 the mississippi river was
closeddosed up rendering 4 impossible to get
all thothe iron that wwasas needed in ttheirheir con-
structionstrutst tion all the iron that could be got in
thetho towns ofortho neighborhood along the
river had been bought and used and the
residue of tilethe wagons mademado at that time
instead of hayhavhayingbayingI1

ing mhd necessary iron workwark
were fixed up with withes
and evereveryoveryy other simple inventionhaven tion that
could possibly ananswerswerthethetho purpose many
wagons0 made thothe whole journey from the
mississippi to this valley without iron
tirestietle s

on thetho ath of IS18 tg10 thetho exodus
of thothe saint from illinois commenced
comparatively no property had been sold
menMon gathered up what teams they couldbould
oxen were cheap and nearly all thothe old
wagons in thothe country around had been
purchased furniture wasas left iliin thetho
vacated househousea and much property which
it had tahtaktakenon years to accumulate As many
as could took a fowfew of their best articles
others only that which waswag considered in-
dispensable about two thousand wagons
crossed the mississippi riverniver a large por-
tion pfaf themtheny on the lecice I1 remember
clearly the feelingsfeelingsI1 that thrilled throughgirgli
my breastbreatt when I1 turned inymy littielittle family

feeblo inlil health out of doors into a bor
rowed wagon to commence the journey to
the rocky mountains in thothehe midst of an
inclement winter such feelings as wowe
thentbell experienced it iIss impossible to im-
agineagineenzcorof describe tilothe circumstancescircumstancesees must
bobe passed through to underunderstandtanafana them

we passed over thothe river to the opposite
blueybluffy and tooktool a farewell view of our beau-
tiful city it was liko1110likoilkoo a city of retired

i1 country seats there were hundreds ofbeau-
tiful 1gardens andland magnificent buildings
the centrecentro crowned wah a majestic tem-
ple radiradlradiantant with all ththothe0 beauty oraof architec-
tural

r
taste and skill and which had cost us

noarnearnearlylyaisaa million dollars wo badedade farewell
td all abdabad pursued ohrourour journey about
niftyfiftyafif milesnilles took us beyond tho last settle-
ment into thothe wildernesswild ernes portion of iowa
without roads or bridges a journey of un-
knownnevii length before iius and apparently no
possibility ofbr olitaobtaining1

the necessaries of
weife duringdurin the spring which seemed to
bobe the most rainy stormy I1
ever knewknow the of thetha gampcampcamp wereere
intense we hustisustainedbcd our animalsanidanitnals withI1grain that wo carried with us andnd withw ith the
bruhbrub that we couldcouldcoula obtain alonzalongon the
brearntrearasaias occasionallyfanally wowe mentsent down 6to thetiler

settlements of missouri andoeandaud ob
idiocy small supplies in thithisis way we
travelediravcled slowly along bilakimakingn0t
fhhe roadroads as wowe went along 1 think we
budgedbridged about thirty streamsstream among them
thoho forksrocks ofor the grand river the locust
tilemllehe madisonMadis dil the atunhundredd red andtand Ttoi ro thiothe
adaway and thetho which reto
laired consulco erabio labor our teams were
iaso weak that wowe were frequently compelled
toio doublea ablleile that isi 41 wo tooktool afewa fewnew wagons
twotiyo or thre with double teams when
unhitchinghitchingun themthorn we would return for a
fcc more atiland so continued until all were inin
ccampnl in this manner wo worked our way
through the wilderness portion of iowa
until weie reached council bluffss which was
about tilethe latlast ofjuno pror early in july

when we reached the missouri river at
the place where the city of omaha now
sstandsbands we built sc9 feferryrrytry boband had ferried
taverjaverover a fewre hundred wagons when we were

captain james allenalien a united
statestates officer ith a requisition upon us for

five hundred men to maintain our country s
flag in the war against mexico they were
required to march as infantry by way of
santa Ffec these men were mustered into
service on tlethe irth of july aniand marmarchedhed to
leavenworth a distance ofabout ISO miles
there they received the arms aandaudnd
inmentsants of infantry and sosoonon after continued
their journey before doing so however
all who were not considered in every way
competent for thothe journey were sent back
thothe battalion continued their journey over
a route of about irmism1850 miles through an un-
known1 desert to san diego I1 presume
that the history ofnations might bobe searched
in vavainin for a parallel to this march of ininfan-
try

fanfau
under such alverso circumstances

these men were sometimes onoil half rations
and sometimes on quarter rations and oc-
casionallycasionally without any andind tilothe blessings
of thothe almighty were as aapparentP to manynany
of them in their preservation and asis won-
derful as the preservation of the children
ofisrael byby showers ofnf mannamantia wheni in the
wilderness on their jolijolljourneyjollenerne from egypt to
the nolyholy lande I1

up to the period that this battalion lentleft it
had been the intentioninten tionfion to push foriroriforwarddorwardvird tato
thothe rocky mountains a company having
been sentgent across the river for that purpose
butasbut as it was then latelato iliin thothe deaso and
thothe camp was badly crippled byAthe loss of
so many eiloilefficientlelent monmenmenmou it waswali considered
absolutely necessary td remain onod the mis-
souri during that winderwinter

t
A town site was

surveyed which wo called winter quar-
ters now known adfa floreneeflorencePlorenceorenee nebraska
there seven hundred lo10logt cabins were erec-
ted and one hundred and fifty dug doutsas
we called them were made that is a calincabin
half under ground on thetho opposite sidoside
odtheof the river camp were formed in probablyY
twenty different localities on thetho
tamiotamie lands thothe settlements thou formed
having since growgrownntoto bobe thothe towns and
villages of the present day great quanti-
ties of prairie hay were but most of
thetho animals driven up the missouri
river and wintered on thetho rush bottoms
with some loss the people were under
the necessity of obtaining their supplies
from missouri exchanging for them their
trinkets jewelry bedding and the most
valuable articles they had brought with
them from nauvoo als11missouriAIs at that timotima
was about ass interesting to our people as
egypt waswag ancientlyanciently to jacob therahero was
coreorcornilandliandand pork in missouri many of thothe
teams were engaged through the winterwinteringwin terInin
supplying thetho camp with provisions which
had been renderedtendered very destitute by the
jou riley odthe springand summer A thou-
sand acres of land had been put under cul
tiyativation at two points where settlements
hadbad been formed to sustain them through
thetho winter one of these places was called
garden grove andaasand was on themthel cast fork of
grandgiand river thetho other on the west fork
of thetho same river was called pisgah when
we reached thothe missouriMissourluri river itwas too
late to do anything0 in thothe way of cultiva-
tion

wowe had barely got our cabins finishedd in
winter quarters when a very important
personage claiming to bobe an officer of thetho
united states came into our camp and
ordered us all tofor leave telling us that wowe
were on the indian lands and we must
get out of tiletiie way we told himefm of thothe
requisition thothe war department had made
upon ug which wowe had answered and that
ina consequence it was impossible for us to
proceededonon our journey he dutput on a very
mt shiftshirt collar and tthreatenedreatened us with
troops thetho department at washington
it seemsbeems thought better of it for wo wwereereene
permitted to remain for that season

Earlyearly in the spring arrangements
were maddmade for thotile prosecution of ourdur
fournoyjourney westwestwardisardivard iliin the meanmeantimetime I1
believe thothe in iowa had soldhold
their landslanda to thetho government hence our
camps which had been formed in that coun-
try werewore allowed to remain As many as
were able fitted theinselves lip as well as
1 wowe continued ourjourney west-
wardva Ass early as tthee of april a

on befordbefore a grass grew in thatthabthat
toucountry thothe pioneer camp consisting 0off
president brigham youngoung and one hun-
dred and forty threethre men and three wo-
men started forward slowly up thetho platteliatto
riverilver our animals subsisting on thetho buds
and bark ot tho cottonwood trees and thothe
grain that wowe carried along with us wo
took a route that had never been traveled
before the oregon emigrants and the
mountain trappers hahadd always traveled
the south ssidesidodo of thothe platte river but wo
made a road on the north side for upwards
of six hundred miles until we reached
tamamiepaTaramie then wd crossed over to the south
side orthoof tho north fonkpork and traveled for
three or four hundred miles olion thothe old
trapptrappersdrs trail mendinggandand improving thothe
same where necessary as we went along

the plains for hundreds of miles were
covered with buffalo and so numerous
were these animals that wowe often had a
difficulty in keeping our animals from
running off in their herds we were also
surrounded at times with immense bands
of indians who manifested a disposition
anything but kindly but our organization

was sogo that wo were able to pro-
tect

r0
ourselves whon wowe Yreachedcached 11bridgerai acr

we struck off for tho lake wowe had no
guidealdo on the journey brigham youngxoung
wwasas our pilot and god was our guide amiaritt
we were actdetermined to find a place some-
where on the face of thothe earth that nobody
would covet we had made fine farms
handsome houses and beautiful improve-
ments five different times and had been
driven from them through religious intole-
rance this time wowe were determined to
getet sofarawayfar away and into such an inhospitable
desertsert that none would covet it

the labor iliin making a roadtoad from bridger
here was very great and while performing
this wowe were anticipating that the day was
not far distant when a railroad would bebo
constructed over the whole route during
thourounLjourneyourney wo located a route for it and
thetho railroadlioITOad now completed in many parts
has adopted our trail and would have done
much better to have followed us in many
other parts

when wowe arrived on this spot on july
thothe ground was dry and barbarronbarrenroii

there were no trees and scarcely the least
sign of any kind of vegetation tho ground
was covered with largolarge black crickets
which had eaten up what little Vvegetationegetatioatlon
had grown in thothe spring there weno a
fowfew willows along the edgescages of the creek
butbw thothe vecveevegetationtation was not a rod wide
providence however had guided us here
during thothe troubles and sorrows that had
surroundedsurroundedthethetho saints president young
had a vision opening out to him this spot
and when hohe reached it pointing to ensign
peak said he 1I want to stay here hoile
also told the brethren that they might ex-
plore thetho country in every direction but
they would all come back and say this spot
was the best

we built a dam and turned out the city
Ccreek and planted along its sidesbides a few
potatoes antanaand other things but beyond a
towlew odtheof the potatoes which grew to be about
the size of chestnuts our cultivation thothe
first year was a failure wowe cut a ditch
from thetile temple block to where the ath
ward now is and turned the whole creek
into it but the ground was so dry that it
took two or three days for the water to settiesettle
thetho soil so that it would run that distasidistanceec
some of the brethren got long faces over it
and saidsald we shall never bobe abloable to irrigate
here notasotanot a man had ever seen irrigirrigationgatlongation
done or knew anything about it but
while we had all the disadvantages of a
ststerniesterileeffle desert to contend with and over-
come weave rejoiced greatly over the fact that
there was no mob to disturb us the only
denizens of the country besidesbesids ourselves
being a few naked indians who seemedseemed
inclined to steal the mountain goat andana
grizzly bear

we laid outolat and surveyed a fort and com-
menced building with logs from redlied buto
canon to get out timber from the canons
washaq the work of great difficultdifficultyyandand labor
even nownoy after years of labor in making
roads and bridges every man who fetches
lumber from these canons pays for it richly
in hard labor but thothe toiltoll and trouble re-
quisite now are nothing in comparison to
then wowe built a largo portion of our fort
with or sundriessundried brick some ofbf
our party went to the twin peaks and car-
ried a barometer with them to ascertain
theirotheir height somegome of our friends who
visit us now at this season of the year and
seosee thetile snow on those Ppeaks0akS fefeelC1 a ddesiroCSI1to to
visit it is much acomc 0o easy to do it
now than then but to do it now with any
dedegree of comfort they would need a bal-
loon100wreegreeand if they should happen to land in
some of the hollows up there they might
find it rather difficult to get awayhway again I1
think thothe reading of the barometer showed
that theyworewerewore feet above the level of
the sea we here are about 4 3 feet above
sealoveljovel

0

after our companycompanscoinliany had remained heroherb
about a month it was deemed necessary for
a portion to gogo back to our families antheon the
missourisils rierhiyer and one party started out
with oxen and the other with horses I1
would saylav lloTiohoweverwever that duringduring this pcpe
tied the pioneer company haihadhaa been in
creased by thothe arrival ofor one hundred and

nivefive including a companycompanvr of
saintsailts from the state of Mississippimississippiansand the

invalid portion of the mormonformonIf battalion
who had been left on the arkansas these
arrivals had increased our numbers mak-
ing us a populationillation of about four hundredh aroa
nouislouis1 off thathat number one hundred and
niftyfifty started back ortho states in nordertoorder to
bring their families the sioux indians
tolostole a portion of our horses and wowe were
tocompelled to perform most of0 thothe return
journey on foot depending upon game for
our subsistence and having no horses suit
ugie to chase tilethe herds of bummbuffbuffaloaloialot wo had to6
ilvoliyo on tiletiie flesh kofoldofoldoid bulls which is really
loughtough eating but asws those obtained were
insufficient in quantity there was little
grumbling about quality any one who
prillwill try it will very soon bobe

that thothe meat ofor antn old bull buffalo
requires powers of the very
bestbet quality but poor eatingcating as they are a
keen appetitoappetite willwilt render them palatable
the handliand of providence was over us for
strange aaas it may seem during the lawthunlast hun
dreddrca miles several of our animals worewerederososa
worn out that in the morning before start-
ingin9 on their journey they had to bobe lifted
up and set 0ona their feet but thothe whole com
panOanpanyand allail the animals except those taken
by thothe indians reached winterwinter quarterstors iliin
safety and were recruited up and ready for
thathe returnreec rn journey by thetho following spring
on our way down wowe passed six hundred
wagonswagons enelet route for this place we metmot tho


