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ST louis june 1896
pan
low HERE ARE

now more than
newsy a p e r

men in st louis
during the con
bention they
have telegraphed
hundreds of thou-
sands of words of

interview matter and through them
nearly every leading republican of the
united states has been a special con
tributor to the press at the same time
in his editorial sanctum here the author
of the newspaper interview has been
writing hisbs comments upon these
opinions and perhaps at the same time
reflecting upon the development of this
great journalistic feature of which he
toaymay be called the founder I1 refer to
I- B mccullagh now editor in chief of
thee globe democrat but away back in

tethe sixties the little mac who as
washingtonashsixtiesagton correspondent was the
chief medium of communication be-
tween president andrew johnson and
thetu public mr mccullagh has long
beellsen noted as one of the brightest of our

wspaper men born in ireland he
clellanbleLlan his life work as a printer in st
aum ririsingsni g from the case to the re-
porterPOr deskdesk he was a mere boy at
thehc outbreak of the war but he at once
went to the field as a correspondent and
before long was stationed at washing-
ton sending out news from that point
it was two years after the close otof the
war that hebe did hisbis first great work as
sinan interviewer he was at the tune cor-
respondentident odthe Cincinnati Commercial
and massuchas such he made a tour through the
south writing up the condition of the
differentferent states during this tour he
surprised the press by a three column
wk with alexander H stephens at his
bomehome in georgia it was the first in

of the kind ever given to the
publicprone and the prominencence of mr

as ex vice president of the con
lederacylederach and the striking ideas which
mrmir mccullagh elected from him created
a41 decided sensation

I1 had a long chat the other day with
mr mccullagh about some of his early
newspaper experiences during it I1

f aked5 d himalm as to hisahls first great interview
hee replied 1 I hadbad you know good
clettersS ers ot introduction and these gave
rheie a9 cordial reception I1 met alexan

isa H stephens at his home in georgia
16 lived in an old
shioned two story frame hausehouse which

4

he called liberty hall there was a
station near the house and I1 supposed
that I1 should find a tavern there where I1
could be accommodated during my stay
when I1 got off the train I1 found nothing
but an old shanty kept by a nenegrogro wo
man I1 asked her if she could tell me
where massa aleealec lived she showed
me the house and leaving my valise
with her I1 walked up through the great
lawnawn filled with forest trees andana knocked
at the door A moment later I1 met
alexander stephens and presentedpresentedinymy
letters he insisted upon my coming at
once to the house I1 remained with
him for three days and had several long
talks with him he discussed many
matters relating to the south and gave
some striking views as to emancipation
and the negro he told me that he
would have emancipated his own slaves
long ago but that he did not know how
they could have been taken care of he
said that his plantation would not raise
enough money to support them and
that they had long cost him more than
he was able to get out of them they
did not leave him at the close of the
war and he had many of them still with
him at theotimethe time of daiydiymy visit ff

what other things did you talk of
mr mccullagh I1 asked

A great many was the reply one
of my questionsquest ioos I1 remember was as to
what he considered the greatest of our
state papers his reply was

there are two of our state papers
which I1 consider the greatest of all
one is thomas jeffersonsJeftersons second in
augural and the other is the second in-
augural of abraham lincoln

this statement created a great com-
ment throughout the south and it was
questionedobed by a number 0of the southern
papers the southerners could not
then see how alexander stephens could
mention jellersonJeflerson in the same breath
with lincoln they looked upon lin-
coln as an uneducated illiterate man
and the passionsi ss i0ns of the war were stillstil
too hot fofor tthemhem to give him the credit
that they now do the comments con-
cerning the statement were so many
that when I1 met mr stephens later on
at washington I1 told him that my re-
port had been disputed and asked him
if I1 aadhad understood him correctly he
replied that he could not remember just
what be bad said to me but that I1 had
reported him exactly as he thought and
that as he really did believe that these
papers were the greatest he could not
see how I1 had gotten the idea if not
from his conversation

how did you comecame mr mccullagh
to have such close relations with presi-
dent johnson

it came from a talk of his which I1
reported henstedhe noted that the article I1
wrote expressed his views exactly and

after that he gave me a number otof inter-
views the first conversation was given
by president johnson without any idea
on his part that it would be published
when he had finished I1 asked him if he
hadbad any objections to my using what hebe
had said in the newspapers he re
plied that he had not and when the
matter was published he was so pleased
with the result that I1 had easy access to
the white house I1 always prepared
myself upon the subject which I1
wished the president to discuss before I1
went and to a certain extent I1 had an
idea of the answers which I1 thought he
ought to make his talks were entirely
informal many of them were more in
the shape of chats than stilted interviews
we each had a rocking chair and presi-
dent johnson would rock back and forth
as he talked he spoke very freelfreely
saying whatever came uppermost in ilkhis
mind and at the close of each interview
I1 would ask him if there was anything
he had said which he did not wish re-
ported he would then tell me to run
over the subjects we had discussed I1
would do this and if there was anything
which he thought should not de pub-
lished he would tell me As a rule
however he allowed me to use my own
judgment

andrew johnson was not always
discreet as to what he said continued
mr mccullagh I1 remember one talk
with him during which I1 suggested that
certain of his remarks iff published
would probably get him into trouble
these remarks related to grant henry
wilsonwilso91 of massachusetts afterward viceidee
president had suggestedsuggestssuggest 3 the name of
generalcentral grant for the presidencycrl wdand
this notwithstanding there was a large
temperance element in massachusetts
grant was to a certain extent to be the
candidate of this element andrew
johnson referred to this and thereupon
compared grants habits as to drink
with his own much to the disparagedioparate
ment of grant he said 1I reniremembertWthat general grant could drink all the
whisky he pleased and still be popular
with the timtemperanceperance people whereas if
he happened to louk at a glass heae was
reported as having been in a state ot

I1 beastly intoxication
did johnson drink much I1 asked
no very seldom to excess 11 was the

reply he was not averse to a glass orof
good whisky but the stories of his badfabitshabits in this respect have been greatly
overdrawnoverdian

how about his being drunk at the
time ot his inauguration as vice presi-
dent

that story is true replied mr me
cullagh at least it is a fact that her
was intoxicated that day the real

as to how he got drunk has nevernestr
been told I1 happened in a curious


