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ye-terday; trees wers ‘uprooted,
fields of wheat leveled to the
gronud, and corn flelds eeverely
injured. .

At Bouctouche, since the last re
port, information bss been r-ceived

the land cutemporary and unknown
10 each other about 350 years. 'The
¢oluny of Father Ledi first landeo
in Chili, and sooun after the death
of the aged Lehi, the family aivid:
ed. Nephi and his brother, Bam

that the destruction I8 much more {Jacob aud Joseph apd the servant

extepsive than was at drst suppos-
ed. Very few houses bave escaped
jﬂjury_ BI‘."-'Id'E thﬂt dooe to the
roof aud spire of the Roman Catho-
lie chapel, the outbuiidings, store-
house snd barns of Rev. Mr. Mich-
aud sre 8 mass of ruins, Miss Ju
lia Micbaud, piece of the prisst, is
seriously injured. The ¢ nvent is
s mewhat racRed,bat suill stauding.
Seversl cotds of bark awaiting ship-
ment, With several rafts of dea's
were driven to sea. Irving’s ware-
house is ut'erly destroyed A large
geuvol bulldivg wi b furmiture suwu
library i= & total loss. LUimbers a
\onin weight were raised uwxut. gar-
red wreral huudred feet with the
violeatr of the tempest Awn old
mouldipg shop aud other baildi: g
snd a ,h]p Jard aie swepl aws,,
Fences gare levellod in all oirectivn-,
The raivs of farm bou~es and bains
defy descrip'ion. lu mmpy cases
they are sirewu for miles along the
highway. Crops and forest lunds
are completely destroyed. New
deaths ar- coutivually reported 1w
one \nstance a mother was crushed
to d+uthh while her ehi/d ia he:s
arms was uolujured. Several shii-
dren in Dallard settiement are mis-
sing. They bad been picking ber
ries, aDd &re sup to be Kkilled,
Visitors are arriviog from all parts,
and subsecriptioss to the starvivg
couvtry folk are rarely made.
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THE DIVINE AUTHENTICII{Y
JF THE BOOK OF MORMON.

BEY ELDER W. . H, SHARP,

NO. VI*

The antiquities of South Ameri
ca extend over that putivn of tue
counlry reaching from Cblli to**the
narrow neck of Jawd” the Isthmus
of Dariey, During the conquest of
Peru vy Pizaro, the geography .1
the conntry included the present
Siates of Ecuader, Bolivia, and a
large part of Ci1li, That the anti-

quities of this region of couniry are

the work of a people educated in a.

different echool of architectural
skill and ¢ivilization, has been con

ceded vy all who bave examineu
inte, and writteu upou the wore re

warkable monuments that are stil)
slaudivg, beiug the relica of Lhoe+
who d vhe land previous w
the seign of the first.lucas. Peru-
visu suctent ruius cousist of cities,
temples, palaces, snd edifices ol
varlous EBinds, Tfortresser, ncque-
ducts snd rondway s being laid with
DeWo aud cut stune, in & cement
Uukpown to the inhanitants occu-
pylug the country in the 15th cen-
Wry,snd previous to the Spsnish
discuvery and conquest.

Toe most remargEable memorial-
leit Lhat watk the footprinuts of Lhe
aucieut people of Peru, are found
in their rosaways, and wo ancieut
people bave left mementoes more
astonishiog than the celebrated road
way, over 200 wiles long, reaching
from Quituo o the lower part ol
Coue, s roadway is 25 fect wide,
Paved with cut stoue. Ou each
side of the roadway wus & wall 10
ieet thick, this rosd tiaversed Lhe
mountain sives, passing uver rivers,
mur-bes snd wide cuasiis Of Lhe
slerras, sud through rocky preci
pices, Great raviues were filled up
with solid masonry, and no ob-

of Labap, named Zoram, with
their families, by the command of
the Lord, travelled northw.rd, and
|after mapy dJdays, pitebed their

—

sures of gold, silver and precious
stoues were buried in immeuse

uged in a bloody war; and from
that time to the

become a field of antiquarian re-
search, which has brougtt to light

| mapy evidences corroborative of
{ the Divine authenticity of the Book

of Mormon.,

tents and commenced tue building |gold have beea taken in these

of a vity, and erected a beautiful
Lemple after tne pattern of the
temple of Svlomopn. They Bamed
the city and land Nepui, after Ne-
phi, the son of Lebi, who became
the first king by the unanimous
cousent of the
direct appointment of the Almigh
'y, prophet, seer aud revelator The
atber part of the family, consisting

of Liman and Lemuel, the son=~ of |ivg Inpeas,

Lehi avd the sous of [-hmael (who
died in the wilderness of Arabia
guiing the journey from Jerusa-
6w ), commenced Lo reign under
Liawan [hess two divicious were
ever allerwards Euowuo 8 Nephites
avd Lamauites

reign 580 years, or thereabour, B C.
Toe Nephites were an industrious
aud hugbly civilized peogple, woik
mg i all  kinds of metals—
tin, gold, silver, brass and
copper, uand wood asnd stoue.
Ubey prospered exceedivgly aund
Muliiptied 1a the land, remainiog
in the Jaud
years, when the Lord commandeu
them to leave their ¢ities aud land
and jourpey still further norib.
[Cheir people were ruled over at
this time by Mosiah, who also po-
sesse¢d the Keys of piiesthood. aud
the Urim aud buwmin, or as they
nore calied, “luterpreters,” ['bi-
jouroey culmiusted 1u the meeting
of the people of Ziairahewmis, who
descended 1rom- Mulek, the heaa
of the other colony. Accoraing to
the Book of Mormon the divisiou
of the jaud of South America st the
time of this union of the Nephites
s0d Zarashemlaites comprised three
graud divisions, as follows: The
land of Ziahemla was scparated
from the jund of Nepbi by a line

modern times from the ‘““‘huacss,”
where, no doubt, it was placed
during ths conquest of Peru, to
precerve it from the conguerors;

people, and by the | copper,

l

Toese two factions commenced to

alse many implements and or-
nasments of gold, silver,
etene, bone and wood,
maopy of which are the relics of a
people dating their inheritance in
the land louyg anterior to the reign-
From the aucient
mounds used jfor buria!, and from
Ltbe sucient bewn sepulchres, munu-
wies wrapped in cloth, well pre-
r€rved, have been, through this re-

quautities, and the land was del-|

| pbites, and the entire land of SBouth
America by the Lamanites. In the| . ....hor over

search for gold, brought to light,
“The art of embalming was well
understood by the Nephites, they
being educated in the Jewish snd
Egy ptian school of learnlng, The
preservation of the desd iu this way
was common amougst the Israel
ites, and no doubt practised by the
Nepnites, but in no instance has it
veen developed that the Lamanites
or theilr descendents, through the
l reigu of the lncas, resorted to this

of Nephi about 330

yolem of preserving their dead

U'be traditionary fear which then,
and still is entertained by the In-
dians, or Lamanites, as regards the
restiog place of their dead, induced
many of the subjects of the Iueca
Atabualipa, to select thece ancient
tombs, or at least many of them to
deposit their treasures, during the
counquest of the country under Pi
z:srco Fro v one tomb was obtaipe-
ed gold to the amount of a million
doliars. (=ve Baldwiu’s Aucient

Awmerica 1or Peruvisn ruing, Native
Races, aud Huwmboldt’s researches
uvder the head of Peruvian Anti-
quivies ) '

I be Book of Mormon informs us

that the land of Nephi containeu
much gold and silver, iron and cop

drawn from the west sea to the|.er, aud durisg the reizn of Nephi,
vast sea, which corresponds with |he iuforms us, page 65, that he
the equator, the lavd Nephi war | taught his people to buaild build .
separaled from the laud of Negphi-|ings, to work in all waoner of

by a line somewhere in the north
part or Chilli.

cumscribed the laud ot
Dence Many

the journey
hemialtes occupied the
ern part of South Americs,
the Nephites the middle portion,
and the Lamanpites the southern,
Toe curse which fell upon the re.
b-llivus, or Lumanitish divisions o!
the families of Lebi aud Ishmael,
caused their posterity to become
indolent, ferocisus and warlike,
dwellivg in tends, liviog vpon wild
a imuls, and the iruits of the Jand,
and preyiog upon the labors of the
Nephites, robbing them of thei
cattie and fruits of the field.
Tradition, in the history of the
iine of vescent of the [neas of Peru
coufirms the history ot the Book ot
Mormon, iu the possession of the
lapd first by & white and bearded
peOple who built extensive citiee,
erccled imposing temples, avd weie
mighly civilized, beipng educated 1u
the aris, scivuces, aud the mauu-
acture of all kinids of fwplement-

sliaclion wasenduuutered but whai
\liese auvcieut buil lers
Oue of
lald in cemwsent and being of cu
sle—i8 Jarger than the two Pacific
rlliosds, aud i's route along e

of war. Soon after the union of the

overcome. | people of Nephi ant Zvanemla, the
these maguificest roads— | land of S uth America was divideo

and subdivided into maoy States
or Territories, aud Lhree years pre-
vious to the bLinth of the Messiah,

Mouutulys, over rivers aud veep | the people divided into tribes, each

Chasms, hnde ic far wore difficult
10 eunstruct. _

Humvoidt speaks of this roxd a-
- follows: “T'is road wass marvelous.
None of the Romau roads | have
Seen lu [taiy,iu the south of Frunce
Orin SBpain, appeared to me more
lwposiug thao this work of the
duclent Peruvisns,” The aulieu:
Peruvians were the Nephites, and
the greater portion of these celabrs §-
€l avd stupend us pleces of engi-
Deering sRill were builit ju the first
Celtury of the Christian era. Taoe
followiug is the history in part of
the tiwe aud place and people who
Cruslruvted yot only these exiegs

Blve roadways.but the ancient cities

fuu:.ul A Milue slong its path.

{be pecple who first inhabted
aud spread gver B uth Awmerica
afier the flond, came. from Jeruss-
lews »bout 600 yeys B C., conelst-
ing (as I stated in g previous chap-

te:) of two colonies.s They occupied

tiibe appointing & chief and nani-
ing the lar d after their leaders; a

cu<tom pecuhliar €0 the 1nhabitants, § est

‘rom the time of their landing., The
laud of Nephi, or Avcieut Peru,bus
berp supposed by some autiquari-
aps and historians to be the Land of
Opher, where Solomon obiained

much gold Bpxuish history furnish- |

es a field tor speculation if not su
thepticity, as rexarde the immense
amonout of gold produced from th-
wines of Peru during thg Spasish
couquert, and from the patives as
rang as,

izarro, the SBpanish general, by
| ths miost #trocieus sud: barbarous
treachery, n-ized the loca Atabu-
{»llpa and fmgprisoned bhim,

lious of dollurs, as his runsom. Pi
zarro tovk the gold and
Iuca to death.

Lebi, where the Lamanites dwell| wood, iron, copper, brass, steel,

gold and siiver and precious ore-

Aucient Peru, ac-| woich wei@in great abundauce in
cording to the information ootalp-|the lsnd, Brass oruaments and trin
from works upon the subject, cir-| &ets have he«n found in many of
Nepui, | the aucient tombs, the manufacture
of the anclent ruins|of which was unknown amongst
fouud iu Peru are the remains also | the Liaw.anites or the [neas of Peru.
of the Nephites. Duariug the three [ During the reign of King Benja-
nuvdred aud odd years previous to | min, tone son oi Mosiah, there was
of Musiah, the Zu;- a goodly number desired to again
vor h-

poesess the land of Nephi, and took
this jourusey south for that purpose.
By a treaty formed with the La-
manites, this company again took
possession .of the Jand, dwelt ip
he cities formerly occupied by the
Nephites, and became pumerous
aud wealthy.
Under the reign of King Noah
many elegant and spacious build-
ings were erected, and ornamented
with gold and eilver, iron,
brass, zifl and copper. King Noab
also erected for himself a spaciou-
palace, and a throne ian the midst
chereof, overlaid with fine gold,
~iiver aud precious things, Within
the walls of the temple built by
Nephi, several eenturies befure he
caured his workmen to execute in
wood, copper and brass, fine orpa-
meulation eseats, which were set
apart for the especial use of his
Jdgh prieste, were covered wigh fine
guld. Near the temple he erected a
very high tower, and throughout
the land duriog bis reign, splendid

palaces were bullt, vioeyards cualti- |

vated on an extensive scale, and
wive mapufactured in abundance.

[n the province of Chichapoyas,
Peru, near the village of Cenlap, io
1842 and 1843 the ruins of the larg-
bullding in the world
 was sy veyed and measured,

Dign., Apd upon the t.p of this
irst immense messof hewn stone
is anotber massive building 600
evt Jung, 500 feet wide and 150 feet

mgh, belog 300,000 feet in ¢ircum
ference, the whole mass being more
than 300 feer from base to top o
buildivg. In this stupendouns buill-
11 g are rooms 18 feet by 15 feet, A
leugthy description of these ime
poirtz=nt and ancient ruins, will be

put the
This act threw the
whele empire into confusion; trea-

found in the “Narional [uteiligene

The | er,”” November, 1844, and par.ially
[nca caused & roorn to be filled with | copreu into the limes and Seasons
vOlden veseels, amountirg to mil-|vol, 5, page 733, and Baldwin’s

¥

Aucient America, These ruins also
contaived iogenious aud higbly
executed specimens of workman-
ghip, in ornawments of gold,

This
i posing edifice measares 3 600 feet
wug, 860 fest wide and 150 feet

silver,  copper aod
proving their workmen to
have been  highly civilized

avd of refined taste, in design and

present -has | work., A eareful study of these
Peru, the ancient land of Nephi, | ruoins and others in Peru demon-

strates the following conclasion,
that they are the remaing and relies
of the Nephites, who inWabited the
land during the time intervening

Large quautities of | between the year 35 of the Christian

era and the year 326. In this year
& war commenced between the Ne-
phites and Lamanites, and contin-
ued until the whole of South Ame-
rica was obtained and ruled over by
the Lamanites. The Book of Mor-
mon, page 500,says tbat in the
350th year, after the birth of the
Savior, a treaty took place betweebn |
tbe Nephites and Lawmanites, in
the which the whole of North
America was occupied by the Ne-

fearful war which begun 10 years
after the treaty, the Nephites were
entirely destroyed, but the horrors
of war did not cease, and for 15
years after the great struggle at |
Cumorah, the Lamauites waged |
war amongst themselves, Moroni,
on page 510, informs us that ‘“‘the
whole face of the laud was one
continu.d scebe of bloodsbed anac
mucder, Twenty years aftecward
the records of the Book of Mormou
and Ether were hid up in the hils
Cumorabh. |
For further information concern-
ing the remnauls which were lefi,
we must ook into the Histeries of
the Toltes, who date the beginuing
of their imperial dynasty in the
year 596 of the Christian era, being
176 years after the history closes iu
the Book of Mormon. About this
time the Ineas of Pera began thei
reign, These histories,in many re-
spects, corrovorate one another as
regards the inhsbitants who built
the extensive cities in South anpa
North America, which were iu
ruips in their days, and some ol
which they repaired saud lived inp,
and wele found in ssion ol
Juring the fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries. Very socient ruine
pear Chavinde, Huanta aond
ihe town of Huacanga, show re-
muaius of Jarge and remarkavle edi-
fces. Nalive tradition ascribes the
building of these cities to “‘vearded
white men, who came there long
vefore the time of the Inec¢as, and
established a settlement.,” (Bala-
wiu’s Aucient American, page 243)
Prominent among the memorials
left by the Nephites, the aneclent
inhabitants of Peru, sre the ruius
of ekilfully built acqueducts, hewu
stone laid in cement, being used iu
their construction; one of these ac-
queduets is 450 miles long, nortb
and south, extending over sierras
and rivers, chasws and along the
wountain sides., These #Xtensive
works of man’'s ingenuity and
skill, consisting of highways, ac
quaducts, and splendid and impos-
iug edifices, were the resulis of the
enlightenment of the first, second
and third centuries of the Cbris-
(ian era, beginning with the 35:¢h
year. ‘The Book of Mormon in-
forms us that at the crucitixion o
the Bavior there was darkuess ugou
this American continent for the
space of three days and nights,thai
during this time a fearful scene
took place, during the agonies of
the Savior on the eross—fire from
heaven consumed many peopleand
their citiea, mabpy cities were sunk
in the sea, others buried out of
sight, and great mountains taking
tbe place thereof, others swept
away with their inbabitants by
whirlwiode,others shaken to piece.
and many of their inbabitants
slfin by earthquakes, and that the
whole face of mnorth and south
America was changed. The greai
chain of mountains which reacher
from Patagonia to Alaska was up
heaved, voleanos were formed aud
the solid and unbroken belt of rock
reaching from north to south was
broken up, and the evidences of
that fearful commotion are
before us to-day; which is
portrayed in the Book of
Mormon, pages 450 and 451, At
the clese of the 34Lth year the peo-
ple who were preserved from the
great calamity which had beiallen
them, were blessed with the per-

t | soeal visic of the crucified Savior;

a knowledge of the gospel was re

vealed, and in the 36:h year the
penple in North and Bouth Awerd

ca becawe converied, and were a»
one great family—uupited in ab
things. Prosperity was with them,’
and soon their cities were repaired,
and the highest erder of civilizatien
and intellectusl fraternity existed
among them, This state of affairs
contivued 167 years, when factions
arogse, and ‘ren legan again to be

stone, | Lamanites and other ites, amongst

the people, and when 231 y-ars had
passed from the birth of Curist, the
people again dlvided under the
titles of Nephites and Lamanites.
The tide of progress and the build-
ing of cities ceased,war eommenced
and this great eovenant of gospel
peace was first broken by the shed-
ding of blood on the borders of the
land of Zarabemla, near the waters
of the river Sidon. (Book of Mor-
mon, page 497 )

7o be continued.
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THE “CONTRIBUTOR.”

THE Mutual Improvement Associa-
tions form & very important orgauni-
zation, The young men and young
ladies holding membership thereln
twenty thousand.
They make a powerful auxiliary to
the quorums of the priesthood, to
some of which most of the mem-
bers belong, ard a vast amount of
good has already been effected
tbrough their meetings and infla-
ence.

It bas been thought for some
(ime that & magazive specially de-
vuted to the interests of the M. 1.
A wuould be a great aid in the far-
therance of its designs, Arrange-
meunis have now been perfected for
tbe pubigation of a mounthly,
whicu wili ve ¢ mmenced on Lhe
first day of next October.

Tue 1ollowigg from the pros-
pectus issued by 18 lutended editor
and publisher, will furtber expiain
1ts objects:

““Among its contents will be
found articles upon Loc¢trine, Sa-
¢red and General History, Bceience,
Literature, Art, Music, Blograpby,
and Travel); Correspoudence of Mis-
sionaries, trom all parts of the
world; Association Inteiligence,
aud 1nstructive essays on their
growth and progress; Poetry, Wit
and Humor, Words of Wisdom, etc.

The Magauzine will contain
Twenty-four double-column pages
of reading matter. It will be print-
ed upon h#éavy white paper, in
clear, new 1ype: with a colored
cover, and fly leaf of advertissements
that will be torn off when bound It
will make, each year, a handsome,
octavo volame of 288 pages, being &
compunion book to the Mill-nniql
Star and Jwurnal of Discours:s.

We urge the Associations o adept
and continue the exercises of writ-
icg essays and cowmpositions, and
the publishing of wmanuscript pa-
pers,-that all possible encourage-
ment msy be given to those having
ability to write.

The officers and members of As-
sociatious are requested, whenever
articles appear pussessing intrinsic
or literary worth, to secure them,
and forward them to our office for
publieation, -

We desire the young ladies and
?entlaman of the Assuciations to
eel pecfect liberty in writing for
the Magazine, and that they under-
stand it is distinetively a society
publication, devoted to their wel-
fare, that they ean call *‘our pa-
per.”

In regard to subscriptions, we re-
spectfully request the Stake SBuper-
iutendents aud the Presidents and
other officers of the Assoe¢iations to
interest themselves ian circulsting
this prospectus, and urging the
members to subscrite at once for
the magazine, Agents for collee-
tions will be appointed asgoon as
practicable.

Terms of subseription, two dol-
lars & year in advance. Remit-
tances should be promptly made by
P. O. money order or register letter.
Address all communications to
Junius F, Wells, SBalt Lake City,
Utah, P. O, Box 402, Office for the
present at D. H. Wells’ Main
Street.

We do not thiok that this publi-
cation will icterfere in avy way
with any .of the papers or maga-
zines, issued under the auspices or
authority of the Church, but will
be in harmony with all, We there-
fore wish the Contridutor sbunaant
suceess, and hope it will become a
medium for the communication of
sound and profitable ideas from the
young people to the young peopie,
and that thereby the truth may be
more widely disseminated, the
work ot God be extended, and
righteousness be more firmly and
~peedily established in the earih.
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