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BY JOSEPHINE POLLARD.

A word of good counsel we ne'er ghould

forget,
Is that which forewarns us to keep out of

debt;

throws
Who starts out determined to pay as he

goes.
"Pis folly to listen to those who assert

That & system of eredit ;does good and not | cording to this divine law,yet there

hurt;
For many have squandered their incomes

awWaYs
And hoarts have been wrocked by & promise

to pay.
A man to be honest, ag merchant or

friend,
In orderto hive must ba willing to spend.

Is it love, or affection, or faith they be- |

Ston?
Return their fall valu2, and pay as you go.

He loses the sweetnesi that life can im-
pari,

Who locks up 8 treasure of wealth in his
heart,

To reapa rich harvest of paln and regret,

When too lat2 ho discoveri how great was
his debt.

No loss like the losing that comes of delay

In binding the wounds that are bleeding
to-lay!

For where is the comfort of tears that are
shed

On the face of the dying, the grave ef the
dead?

A word of good couasel we ne'er chould
forget;

Ani to keep out of danger is to keep out of
debt!

1f peace, and contentment, and joy you
would know,-

Don’t live upon ¢redit, but pay as you go.

DISCOURSE.

DELIVERED BY.

BLDER LORENZO SNOW.

At the General Conference, an Mon-
doy Morning, April Tih, 1879.

=
REPORTED BY GEO, F, GIBBES.

‘‘And when Abram was ninety
years old and nine, the Lord ap-
peared to Abram and said unto
* nim, [ am the Almighty God; walk
before me and be thou perfect.”

In connection with this I will
quote part of the words of the
mavier in his sermon on the Mount,
as contained in the last verse of the
5th chapter of Matthew,

““Be ye t0refore perfect, even as
your Father which 1s in heaven is
perfect.”’ 3

In occupying a short time thi-
morning, I desire an interest iu
your faith and prayers,

We learn that the Lord appeared to
Abraham and made him very great
promises, and that before he was
prepared to receive them a certain
requirement was made of him, that
he should become perfect before the
Lord. And the same requirement
was made by the Savior of his Dis-
eiples, that they should become per-
fect, even as he and his Father in
heaven were perfect, This I con-
ceive to be a subject that concerns
the Latter-day Sainte; and I wish
to offer a few remarks by way of
suggestion, for the reflection ol
those whom it concerns.

The Liord proposes to confer the
highest blessings upon the Liatter-
day Saint=; pbut, like Abrabam, we
must prepare ourselves for Lthem,
and to do this the same law that
was given to him of the Lord has
been given to us for our observance.

We aieo are required to arrive at a
state of perfection before the Lord;
and the Liord in this case,the same
as in every other, has not made a
requirement that cannot be com-
plied with, but on the other hand,
He has placed for the use of theiat-
ter-day Saints the means by which
they ean conform to His holy order.
When the Lord made this require-
ment of Abraham, He gave him
the means by which he could be-
come qualified to obey that law and
come up fully to the requirement,
He had the privilege of the Holy
Spirit, a3 we are told the gospel was
preached to Abraham,and through
that goepel he could obtain that
divine aid which wouldenable him
to understand the things of God,
and without it no man could do so;
without it no man could arrive at a
state of perfection before the Lord.
So in reference Lo the Latter-day
Saints they could not poesibly ceme
up to such a moral and spiritual
standard except through superna-
tural aid and assistance. Neither do
we expect that the Latterday

| ourselves is too difficult.

| ]

|

patience and discipline of the mind
and heart in order to obey thiscom-
mandment. And although we may |
fail at first in our attempts, yet this
For half of life’s burdens that man over- hE‘;’;‘”g ﬂ'ﬁz ‘}m“ o avori
exercige a determination to comply

sorely tried, buy still he was not
discouraged because he exerciged a
determination to comply with the
will of God. We may think that
we cannot live up to the

| the Lord. Bat he did comply; and

| no doubt was living in obedience to
| this divine law of

Lt requires time; it requires wmuch

rage the Latter-
to

with the great requirement. Abra«
ham, although he might have had
faith to walk before the Lord ac-

were times when his faith was

perfect
law, that the work of periecting
This may
be true in. part, but the fact still
remains that it is a command of the
Almighty to usand we cannot ig-
nore it.  When we experience try-
ing moments, then is the time for
us to avail ourselves of fhat great
privilege of calling upon the Lord
‘or strength and wunderstandiog,

intelligence and grace by which we | 8
can overcome the weakness of the

flesh against which we have to
make & continual warflure.
Abraham was called to leave his
kindred and country. Had he not
complied with this requirement,he

1

would not have been approved of

while he was leaving his home bhe
perfection. Had
he failed in this he certainly could
not have obeyed the requirements
of the Almighty. Ana while he
was leaving his father’s house,while

fit and worthy children to dwell in

his presence; we expect that when
the Son of God shall appear, we
shall receive our bodies renewed
and glorified, and that ‘‘theze vile
bodies will be changed and become

like unto his glorious body.” These
are our expectations. Now let all
present put this questien to them-
selves: Are our expectations well
founded? 1n other words, are we
geoking to purify ourselves. How

can 8 Liatter-day Saint feel justi.

fied in himself unless he is seeking
to purify himself even as God is
pure, unless he is seeking te keep
his conscience void of offence be~
fore (God and man every day of his
life. We doubtless, many of us,
walk from day to day and from
week to week, and from month to
month, before God, feeling under
no condemnation, comporting our-
selves properly and seeking earnest-
Iy and in all meekness for the Spir-

it of God to dictate our daily course;

and yet there may be a certain time
or times in our life, when we are
reatly tried and perhaps evercome;
even if this be so, that is no reason

why we should not try again, and
that too with redoubled energy and
determination to accomplish our
object, There was the Apostle
Peter, for instance, a maun valiant
for the truth, and a man who walk-
ed before God in a manner that met
with his divine approval; he told

‘the Ravior on a cerlain occasion

that though all men forsook him he
would not. But the SBavior, forsee-
ing what would happen, told him
that on that same night, before the
cock crowed, he would deny him

he was subjecting himeelf to this
trial he was doing that whieh his
own conscience and the Bpirit of
God justified him in doing, and no-
body could have done better, pro-
viding he was doing no wrong
Ehan he was performing this la-
or.

When the. Latter-day Saints re-
ceived the gospel in the nations
afar, and when the voice of the Al-
mighty to them was, to leave the
lands, of their

thrice, and he did so. He proved
himself unequal for the trial; but
afterwards be gained power, and
his mind was disciplined to that
extent that such trials could
not  possibly affect him. And
if we could read in detail the
life of Abrabam or the lives of
other great and holy men we would
doubtless find that their efforts to
be righteous were not always
crowned with success. Hence we

to leave |should not be discouraged if we

their kindted as Abraham did, so[should be overcome in a weak mo-
far as they complied with this re- | ment; but,on the coatrary,straight-

guirement, o far they were walk-
ing in obedience to this law; and
y were as perfect as men cou
be under the circumstances

the sphere in which they were act- | £C

ing, not that they wereperfect in
knowledge or power, ete, but o

their feelings, in their integrity,| Was

motives and determination. And
while they were crossipg the g
deep, providing they did not mur
mur or complain, but obeyed the
eouncils which were given them
and in every way comforted them-=
selves in a becoming mannper, they
were as perfect as God required
them to be.

I'ne Lord designs to bring us up
into the celestial kingdom. Hehas
made Enown through direct revela-

tion that we are His offspring, be-

gotten in the eternal worlds, that | P

+© have come to this earth for the
special purpose of preparing our-
s=lves to receive a falness of our
Father’s glory when we shall re-
qurn into his presence, Therefore,
we must seek the ability to keep
this law te sanctify our motives,
desires, feelings and affections that
they may be pure and boly and eur
will in all things be subservient to
the will of God, and have no will of
our own except todo the will of
our Father, Such a man in his
sphere is perfect, and commands
the blessing of God in all that he
does and wherever he goes. But
we are subject to folly, to the weak-
uess of the flesh and we are more or
leas ignorant, thereby liable to err.
Yes, but that isno reason why we
shou!d not feel desirous to comply
with this command of God, espec-
ially seeing that he has placed
ed within our reach the means of
accomplishing this work. This I
anderstand is the meaning of the
word perfeetion, as expressed by
onr Saviour and by the Lord te
Abraham. A person may be per-
fect in in regard to some things and
not others, A person who obeys
the word of wisdom faithfully is
perfect as far as that law is con-
cerned. When we repented of eur
sips and were baptized for the re.
mission of them, we were perfect as
far as that matter was concerned.
Now we are told by the Apostle
John, that ‘“we are the sons of God,
but it does not appear what we
shall be: but we know that when
he shall appear, we shall be like
him; for we shall eee him as he is,’”
““And every man that hath: this
hope in him pwifieth himself, even
as he Christ his pure.” The Lat-
ter-dgy Sainfs expect to arrive at

way repentof the errer or the wrong
we may have committed, and as

Id | far as pessible repair it, and then
and in | seek to God for renewed strength to

on:and do better,

Abraham could walk perfectly
before God day after day when he
leaving his father’s house, and
he showed evidences of a superior

reat [and well disciplined mind in the

course he suggested when his herds-
men guarrelled with the herdsmen
of his nephew Lot. There came a
time in Abraham’s life however,
which must bave been very trying,
in fact anything more severe can
scarcely be conceived of, that was
when theLord called upon him to of-
ter asasacrifice his belovedand only
son, even him through whom he
expected the fulfilmentof the great
romise made him by the lLoid;
but through manifesting a proper
disposition he was enabled to sar-
mount the trial, and prove his faith
and integrity to God., It can hard-
ly be supposed that Abraham in-
herited such a state of mind from
his idolatrous parents; but it is
consistent to believe that under the
blessing of God he was enabled to
acquire it, after geing through a

similar warfare with the iesh as we
are, and doubtless bLeing overcome
at times and then overcoming un-
til he was enabled to stand :0 se-
vere a test, “‘Let this same mind
be in you,” says the Apostie Paul,
“which was also in Christ Jesus:
who beisg in the form of God,

thought it not robbery to be equal|

with God.” Now every man Lhat
has this object before him will pur-
ify himeself as God i= pure, and try
to walk perfectly before him, Wse
have our little follies and our weak-
nesses,
come them pos-
sible,  and we should iocul-
cate lhra feeling in the hearts of our
children, tbat the fear of God may
grow up with them from their very
yonth, and that they may leara to
comport themselves properly before
Him under all circumstances, If
the husband can live with his wife
one day without quarreling or
without treating anyone unkindly
or without grieving the Bpirit of
God in any way, that is well so far;
| he is so far perfect. Then let him
try to be the same the next day.
But gupposing heshould fail in this
his next day’s attempt, thatis no
reason why ne should not succeed
in doing so the third day. If the
Apostle Peter had bscome dis-
couraged at his manifest failure to

as fast as

ly, A
Evangelists, etc,, “for the

—

we should try to over-|

|

lost all; whereas, by repenting and
persevering he Jost nothing but
gained all, leaving us teo to profit
by hisexperience. The Latter-day
Saints should cultivate this ambi-
tion constantly which was so clear-
ly set forth by the apostles in
former days. We should try to
walk each day so that our con-
science would be void of offence
before everybody.

which we can be assisted,name-
postles and Prophets and
rfect-
ing of the Baints,’ ete, d he
has also conferred upon us his Holy
Spirit whieh is an unerring guide,
standing, as an angel of Ged, at our
side, telling us what to do and af-
fording us strength. and sueecor
when adverse circumstances atise
in our way. We must not allow

y

the glorious examples set us by the
prophets, ancient or modern,where-
in they permitted the Evil One to
discourage them; but on the other |
handtheyconstantlysought toover-
come,to winthe prizs and thus pre-
pare themselves for a fulness of
glory. The Propliet Elijah suc-
ceeded. He so walked before God
that he was worthy to be translated.
And Enoch was found worthy to
walk with God some 300 years, and
was at last, with his people, taken
up to heaven, We-ale told thatin
the latter days ¢there shall be'no
more thepce an infant of days, nor
an old man that hath 'not filled his
days; for the child shall ‘die ‘an
hundred years old.” ' And in au-
other scripture we are told that the
age of the infant shall'be as the age
of a tree, and that it ghall not die
antil it shall be old, and then it
shall not slumber in the dust’but
be changed in the twinkling of an
eye. Bat in those days people muost
live perfectly before the Lord, for
we are told in the same passage,
that ‘‘the sinner,” instead of being
g0 favored,*“beingan hundred years
old, shall b2 accursed.” When we
once get it into our minds ‘that
we really have the power within
outselves through. the go we
have received, to conguer our pas-
gions, our appetites dud in all
things submit eur will to the will
of our Heavenly Father, and, in-
stead of being the means of gener-
ating unpleasant feeling in our
family circle, and those with whom
we anre associated; but assisting
greatly to create a little heaven up-
on earth, then' ' the battle : may be
gaid to be balf won. Oneof the
chief difficulties ' that many suffer
from is, that we are too apt to' for-
get the great object “of life, the mo-
tive of our Heavenly Father in
sendipg us here to put on mortality,
as well ss the holy ecalling 'with
which we have been called; and
hence, instead of rising above the
little transitory things of tlinle, we
too often;allow ourselves to come
down to the level of the world
without availing ourselves of the
divine help which God has insti-
tuted, which alone c¢an enable us to
overcome them, 'We are no better
than the rest ef the world if we do
pot cultivate the feeling to be per-
fect, even as our Fatberin heaven
is perfect. :
This was the exhortation of the
Savior to the former-day eaints,
who were - people of like passions
and who were gl ject to the same
temptations as ourselves, and he
kpnew whether ihe people could
conform to it or not; the Lord never
has, por will he require things of
his children which 1t is impossible
for them to perforos. The Illders
of Israel who expect to. go furth to
the world to preach the gospel of
galvation in the midst of a crooked
and perverse generalion, among a
people who are [ull of id ¢
ruption should cultivate this spirit
especially. And noton ly they, but
everybody, every young man and |
woman belonging to this Clureh
who is worthy to be called a saint
should ecultivate this desire to'
live up to . this requirement
that their consclences may be ¢lear
before God. It is a beautiful th
either in young or old to have this
object in view;, it is especially de-
lightful to see our youbng people
take a course that the light and 1n
telligence of God can beam in Lheir
countenances, that they may have
a correct understanding of life and
be sble to live above the follies and
vanities of the world and the'er-
rors and wickedness of man.

May God bless you, brethren and
sisters, and 'peur out His Holy

[m’almalu {the positicn that he had

Spirit Tupen you, that you may be
Lbﬂtss’e‘r! Iga'ﬁll rn‘t:r aoty, in your in-

And God has|.
Elacad in the Church ceriain means

‘evii and cor- |

.

be blessed in calling upon

mighty, that His Spirit may "Illi

you as a well of water spri
to everlasting life to guide yo

His fear through all the sceng
life, is my prayer in the mu:

Jesus. Amen.
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MISSIONARY NOTES.

THE following extracts fiom &,
ler written by Elder Cyrus|
Wheelock, will convey somsii
of the progress of the work uu
his jurisdiction in the northwesl
States. It is dated Council Blu}
May 22d: ,

“From |Elders, Hin\z sxd Hj
ard I learn they are laboring yj

ourselves to be discouraged when- much success and with goody,
ever we discover our wf eq. 58, we tmt;nniiﬁtfdﬂmi&?nd: 4
can scarcely find an instance in all | o\ vaoks.  Eider B, F. Cu

sen., purposes leaviog for Ul
or about the first of June. [g
certify to his faithful and dilj
labors among the people, the

of whig¢h is, many friends havebs

made to the cause of Zion.

He seems to be greatly respecle
by the people for his zeal and i
tegrity to the cause of which be)

a minister.

Elder A, C. Brower is this |
back on his way home from W
consin, where he has been laboii
the l: His luy
re badly affected, and I bave i
from &

the ]ast seven months.

impressed 10 release him
turther labors at present.
" "He will visitsome friends inl
nedr vicinity of this city, for a }
weeks, before his return., ©~
~He i at presentav Glepsm
Mills County, Iowa. i1
So far as I can learn, <G y
pects are encouraging to g
ful Elders, all through th
west,”’ -,

We give, below, & po |
letter to Elder Wheelock

Linden,

here, we have held eight meet
of which five have been W
strangers,
good order, and mapy ba
pressed themselves ;ﬁl
with our doctrines, and: 'ra.n
hear more. We keep ourse

gible; and we rejoice in I

meeting and we had the h
crowded with attentive '

that the J.ord has been with
far. The other night we li

and when we were through!
gave liberty if any: one bhad an
thing to effer by ‘way of dbjectio

to what had been said, ‘Theys
no, a8 far s we had gone it s
right, bat thought they wouldl
1o hear about some of themi’
our priseciples which thep®

were not as good.  We tolis
they would inrnish us a bWy
| wounld be glad (0 come BOES
on those objectiorable pril&
but they did not say they'
several here are studying 0
trines- We need very muc
tracts, a few cards with our
of faith, would be good.
We . had. the great plea
night to  baptize four here
think it will not be long
msy baplize & fow more. =
We had a meeting to-a§
with the Saints, where we cilé
ed those we had baptized Jasts
and ‘we paitook of the gadl
to-gether and rejoiced greally
two children - were -blesse
have organized a branch her
called it the Linden 'Braneh!
tep membersend ordained BN
J. Hennings an Elder; and W
now go'a little {uﬂhnr west [¢
very grateful o our IalE
?eiﬁreﬁ for his blessings uptf'?;]'
!
My beaith is ot thu-vuﬁ
mylw'

much talkicg huarts
Hitle. '

| _—--“-.--——-:':!

_ By directien of President
all the departments will
on Friday, Decoration U
Iﬂm ployes may participate |
commemorative ceremonies
Competetors in the matcs’
walking championship of ki
have been reduced to Ro
nie, Brown and Harding,
wall., They will start oo
of June, The list will be
til Friday to give Weston
tunity to enter.

_|

ers C. N. Lund and P, -H&%
laboring in Minnesota, snd

_ Brown Couaty, Mqﬂ
“ R®ince the 9th, when we ani

tgu have had hiuod o
gregations wherever we nave e
= o

at

>
~ eip curvay
the first grlnciplen as m“ﬂm




