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september bringing back a greatgrea
quantity OFof specimens of gold and coal
bearing rocks these specimens are
now in the ddepartmentartmont of the geologi-
cal survey here is one large room
which Is filled with tables loaded with
chunks of alaskan gold quartz there
is a specialist whwho kashas for weeks being
grinding chips from these rock speci-
mens into leaves each of which is
thinner than a sheet of the finest
writing paper so thin in fact that it is
entirely transparent these leaves are
put between plates of glass and sub-
jected to fta microscopic examination bby
means of which their constituents Qand
value can be known until the rocks
aireare analyzed the of the expedi-
tion will not bibe ready for congress
the work however is going on rapidly
and by the first of the year we will re
ceide our first accurate knowledge of
many of the alaskan mines the mem
bers of the expedition are scientific gold
and coal experts dr george F
becker the chief is the man who in-
vestigatedvestigated the gold fields of the south
for Copcongressgress last year professor wil-
liam

wil-
ham H dall another member has spent
years in alaska as he is an expert as to
coal mines while C W purington dr
beckers assistant is also a gold expert
during my talk with dr becker he
showed me a number of photographs of
the different mining regions he was
very conservative as to the profits of
alaskan mining but said that the out-
put of alaska will be at least
this year

dr becker tells me that gold washing
is going on along the shores of some of
the islands of alaska and that there is
gold inin the sands along the shores of
the pacific running north along the
coast there is a great deal of gold
washed up daily on the beaches of the
island of badiak A large number of
miners are engaged in the business and
they often make big profits he tells
me that mines have been recently open-
ed on admiralty island which have good
prospects and that the unga mines on
a little island lurtherfurther westward are now

t out a month these
unga mines are the property of the
alaskan commercial company thethey
areaj e quartz mines having a rock buclmuch
like that of the bodie mine of califor-
nia the ledge is more than thirty
feet yidetide and the ore runs from 8 to
9 per ton
twthe gold mines otol the yukon were

not visited by dr beckers expedition
it is a trip of more than 2000 miles to
themi going around by the yukon river
andauditit takes more than a year to get
there and back and make any kind of
auan investigation there are little steam
boats which go up the riverrier cacarryingtrying
hundreds of tons of freight to the
minersmillers they make their trips only
twice a year and if one misses the boat
hohe has until the next year or
come overover the mountains to sitka
many otof the miners go from sitka in
this way to the yukon carrying their
supplies with them on the sledges
which they drag over the snow the
gold mines are placer mines found along
the rivers and creeks which flownow into
the yukon these creeks are almost
dry during the winter but in the spring
there are great freshetsfreshets which carry
eveiaeverythingthing before them the miners
bbuild44I

1 d Afiresribonon the gravel in the winter
alichenludLi awwhenhpa the dirt is thawed they carry
it up to the banks out of the way of the

freshetsfreshets and wash it during the summer
the work is very laborious but so far
it has paid very well fifteen yukon
miners who came back with the geol-
ogical survey party in september last

1 had more that worth otof goldgola
with them which they had taken out
this year and there are undoubtedly
millions lying in the beds of the rivers
so far no quartz mining has been done

dr dalldal who has visited the yukon
regions tells me that the gold is largely
found in streaks or what the miners
call stringers so that there may be a
little string of gold without being a long
vein this by the action of the frost
and the water is broken off and nature
grinds up as it were the gold from the
placers he does not say there are no
large quartz leads in this part of alaska
but states that the placers are not ab
solute evidence that there are such
these miners told dr dall that they ex-
pected to go back next year they have
to undergo great privations and dr
dall says that a man must have a capi-
tal of at least to start out from
sitka to mine gold on the yukon he
ought to take a years supplies with
him and he must be prepared for a
climate of such a nature that in the
winter the thermometer tailsfalls to sixty de
gress below zero while in the summer
it rises as high as zoo degress above
that point there are insects of all
kinds during the summer and the mos-
quitoes of alaska are worse than those
of new jersey the miners live in log
cabins and their accommodations are
of the rudest possible nature

A large number of coal mines were
visited by this geological survey party
and dr becker tells me that there are
big veins of coal along cooks inlet and
along KaichKatch enak bay ipin the latter
place the bluffs rise feet straight up
from the water and the coal crops out
of them so that it could be easily trans-
ferred from the mines to the ships it
is a aiglignite coal about five eighths as
good as the cardiff coal it is believed
that it could be taken to san francisco
and sold there for 6 a ton at a profit
there is a possible market for this coal
at a future half way station between
vancouver and japan on the aleutian
islands at present each of the great
trans pacific steamers has to carry 22000
tons of coal torfor each voyavoyagege Wwithith
such a station they could save 1000 tons
of freight each way in going to and from
asia

during this expedition the geological
survey party visited and took pictures
of the new borolovBogo island this is the
last possession that uncle sam has
acquired it rose out of the sea after
we bought the territory from russia
andnd as it was the direct gift of god there
is no possibility of the english laying
claim to it it is6 a volcanic island some
ports otof which are still steaming I1 and
which are so hot that they would roastast
any human being who touched them
birds fall into the crevices of the rocks
and are cooked and dr becker and his
party ate eggs which they boiled over
the steam coming out of the ground

the loss of the gold territory will be
by no means the only loss which uncle
sam will sustain itif the boundary line is
changed agtheas the canadians desire it it
would cut us out of some of our best
harbors and most valuable waterways
few people realize the enormous
amounts of money which we have
gotten out of alaska when it was

purchased itft was looked upon by many
as a snow clad desert and seward who
was then secretary of state hadbad a hard
fight with congress to get it there
was a big lobby here at the time and it
was publicly charged that of the

paid for it only reached
i he czar the remainder being spent as a
corruption fund this was not true
twenty seven thousand dollars was all
that went to the lobby and this was
paideaid to the attorneys who pushed the
billill in addition to this there was the
sum otof footo which went out of the
whole amount to one of the washington
newspapers was spent by
the russan minister in buying muni-
tions of war and machinery which were
shipped to russia the cost of alaska
to us wascasallall told not more than 7we paid just about two cents an
acre for the property

now let us see what we have gotten
out of it the seal islands alone have
paid between six and seven million
dollars in rentals and royalties to uncle
sam and our people have sold tens of
millions of dollars worth of its pro-
ducts the whaling industry has yield-
ed more than and the fur
fish and mines up to 1890 had turned out
products amounting to more than
oooooo so that out of t rat which cost
us less ththanan ssevenveu million and a half we
had up to 1890 sold products to the
amount of seventy five millions or to
ten times the price originally paid

the resources of alaska are enor-
mous senator perkins of california
who is largely interested in whale lishansh
ing could tell you just how many
hundred thousand dollars are invested
in that industry he could show you
howbow during fifteen years the whaling
catch has amounted to millions and
how in 1891 there were more than a
million and a half dollars worth otol
whales caught in alaskan waters there
are salmon canneries in different parts
of alaska which represent a capital ot
more than they employ
thousands of jalaborersborers and they export
about worth oiof salmon every
year cod fish is another industry and
dr becker tells me that he believes
that a large part of the alaskan islands
wawoulduld be available for stock raising
there is no doubt but that the territory
hashas still great possibilities and in the
apinopinionion otof those who know most about
it here at washington uncle sam will
be very foolish if he allows john bull
to take an inch more than that which
is now so accurately set down in the
treaties
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for our great american holiday of
thanksgiving we are indebted to the
puritan pilgrims of new england
though the idea of setting apart a day
of general thanksgiving was far from
being original with them

those families withith the history of the
long suffering people are aware that the
persecutions which they endured in
england under mary elizabeth and
james I1 caused a number of them to
emigrate in 1602 to holland where they
established themselves in the city of


