
THE DESERET WEEKLY

is a less average farm acreage than
ifa any state or territory in the
union but this average shown by
the census statistics is not a fair in-
dicationdi of the general distribution
of the landed proprietorship of utah
the far greater number of proprie-
torshipstorshtorships are in extent of area lessigthan 25 acres an intelligent mem-
ber of the british parliament who
spent a great deal of time in utah
carefully investigating the condition
of the people and the resources of
the territory stated in an article
publishedpublishedu in the nineteenth century
thatthat of the great bulk of the popu-
lation at least 90 per cent were the
ownerseners of homes

mr caine then took up the school
question and refuted the statements
of mr ferry that the district
schools are mormon schools and
that religious tenets are taught
therein and also that no gentiles
were ever employed as teachers As
to the holding of religious meetings1 8

in them he showed that in earbyeaffy
times the people built meeting
houses by donidonationtion not taxation
and used them for a double purpose
as they had a right to

mr mansure of the committee here
said this has been a common
thing in missouri all my life very
common

mr caine proceeded to explain
how respectable ministers of all de-
nominations had been permitted to
occupy the tabernacle and other
houseshonses of worship as an offset to
mr ferry e assertions about mor-
mon intolerance he then said

the records of the land office
show that there have been since itsite
opening in 1869 homestead en-
tries for a total acreage of
acres and preemptionpre emption filings
for acres cash entries
numbered for acres and
desert applications 2573 for
acres timber culture 1051 for

acres a total of entries
and applications for acres
there was nodo surveyor general in
utah until 1855 11

mr mcbride wishes this commit-
tee to believe that these lands were
parceled out to the people by the
bishops there is not a lawyer in
utah who does not know this to be
untrue the land there has been en-
tered and titles obtained by the
holders from the governmentnment
through the united artsstates aalandnd
office as elsewhere and here let
me repeat what has been explained
many times when groundless
charges have been madomade tikelike those
chestnuts of mr mcbride that the
mormonscormonsMormons regarded themselves as

the proprietors of the soil and thatthai
certain grants were made by the
legislature to brigham young and
others when utah was first set-
tled the lands had not been sur-
veyed by the government until
theyy werew ere broughtbrou t into market pos-
sessorybb rightsrilits hadlfad to be defined and
establishedhei thisTh 1s was all that was
done or claimed to be honedone when
the lands were open to entry they
hadbo be purchased of the govern-
ment but the bondbona fide occupants
had the first claim adventurers
in some instances tried to jump
these claims andoeand of course were re

statedslated but not in the way they were
resisted in many parts of the great
west where such nefarious efforts
have been silenced at the end of a
rope it is absurd to state that the
removal of old survey stakes which
were trampled out of place by stock
or pulled up by indians were pur-
posely removed by the mor
honslmons for they had an inter-
est in preserving the lines of these
surveys they were anxious to ob-
tain titles to their lands As to the
canyon grants to the persons named
they were but temporary like all
other arrangements of that kind and
were absolutely necessary for the
benefit of the people for instance
brigham young expended thous-
ands of dollars to open a road up
city creek canyon and keep it in
rerepairair so that the people might be
ableue to reach the fire wood and tim-
ber in the mountains the only vhplacese
where it could be obtained thereere
was no coal discovered then and
the canyons were their only source
of obtaining fuel brighamBrigha youngmYoung
was secured in the control of the
canyon during that period and a toll
of so much of the wood and timber
brought down was permitted to re-
pay him for his personal outlay
every one of these grants expired
when the landsianIs were placed on the
market by the government and
thrown open to public entry so
much borallfor all that nonsense aboutthe

primary disposal of the soil I1
have known brigham young to ex-
pend from to a year in
keeping that road in repair it was
frequently washed out in the spring
by freshetsfresh ets 11

statistics were then given of the
products of utah the railroads the
mineral and other resources itsite sys-
tem of irrigation etc and he then
entered upon an elaborate argument
to show that when the people in any
locality in the united states have
sufficient population they have a
right to become states providing
they establish a republican form of
government he said

it cannot be doubted that this
right of local community self govern
ment was at that perio dand during
the years immediately following the
establishment of our constitutional
government held in such high es-
teem that it was generally conceded
that a considerable body of people
inhabiting a territory could not be
rightly deprived of admission to the
union and statehood it is un-
questionably true that in more than
one instance the people settled in
certain districts exercised what they
deemed to be their inalienable
rights and formed and set in opera-
tion state governments and de-
manded admission for their senators
and representatives to the congress
odtheof the united states

the power of congress to deter-
mineminefordfor itself the qualificationsqualification of
membership was of course not dis-
puted its constitutional rights in
this respect being absolute but the
right of a great body of citizens of
the united states to local commun-
ity self government was most strenu-
ously contended for and was practic-
ally yielded in one or more cases

this point was fortified by quota-
tions from madison macon an

drew jackson buchanan and others
and the cases of michigan tennes-
see

q

etc were given as examples
the origin of the principle of local
community self government was
traced back into ancient germany
and the speaker said

the clearly defined right of a
considerable body of the american
people who go beyond the bound-
aries of states to find homes in the
wilderness to provide a republican
form of government for themselves
has I1 repeat always been recog-
nized statehood is something more
than a boon congress is empowerempoweredell
to bestow it is a right inherent in
the people to deny this proposition
is to deny the great fundamental
principle on which our government
is founded nay more it is to deny
that men are capable of self govern
ment I1 do not ask for any more
cogent arguments in behalf of the
right for which I1 am contending
for the people of utah than those
which the majority of this commit-
tee have advanced in behalf of the
people of dakota I1 refer to the
comments on the power of one man
the territorial governor to virtually
control the whole machinery of gov-
ernment

ov
in that territory wethe

same isis not only true infin utah but
the power of the one man there is
still more absolute the governor
of utah has an absolute veto

the origin of a large number of
the people of utah was shown to be
from the new england states and
the journey of the pioneers and
their placing of the nagflag on ensign
peak were described and he re-
marked

I1 mr mcbride who acknowledges
himself to be one of the anti mor
mon agitators endeavors to impress
this committee with the idea that
utah was already a garden spot
prepared by nature for easy occupa-
tion and so humid that the morn-
ing dews soaked the shoes of the
mounted traveler there is no fact
better known than that it was an
arid rainless region and that with-
out irrigation agriculture was an
impossibility whathat the country
was when the mormon pioneerslonjers
first stepped upon the paparcheded and
treeless soil can be seen in less than
an hours drive from salt lake city
where the sand and sagebrush on
broad expanses of non irrigable land
attest that wherever streams cannot
be conducted desolation reigns and
nothing can be produced for human
sustenance

here ensued a colloquy between
mr caine and mr baskin with
delegate dubois interjecting re-
marks claiming equal credit for
idaho people with the utah pion-
eers but it was shown that the work
of the latter made it possible for the
former to exist in that region mr
lainecaine went on

but mr fenferryy has told yyouou that
the enlistment of this battalion was
to help the mormonsMormonalmons on their way
to the great west indeed it is
quite likely that the promoters of
this scheme represented the matter
in that 11lightht to the president of the
united asstates but the mormon
people were liffar an indian country


