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in elder george reynolds dictiondiotina
ty otof the book of mormon the ancient
vitycity called bountiful is described as
the chief city of the Nephites situated
inlathethe northern part of southSouthA america
bet tarfar from the shore of the great east-
ern

baet
mabea and but a short distance south

of the isthmus of panama vitit was
the key to the northern continent and
pavious to theshe birth of the savior none
orof the invading armies of the laman
itee appear to have beba able to passpasa by
it it was strongly fortified by moroni
andnd his associateaas commanders and
successors until the
city Wwas encircled with a deep ditch
and a high wall of earth sauaua timbers

the modern which I1 am
nowBOW is situated in davis
county utah antiand consists otof an in
ornorated city surroundedeur rounded by one of

the mostmoat fertile anuand productive agri-
cultural districts in the territory
westward it extends to the river jor-
dan and the airestreat saltbait lake north to
centervilleCenterville and east and south to the
mountains which separate davis coun-
ty from morgan and daltLake concounties
the inhabited part of bountiful em-
braces about twenty five square miles
which susustains a population of about
woo olof these 2228 are members otof the
church organized into three bishopeBi s

wards i awed respectively east
west and south bountiful

eastbast bountiful tois the largest ward
lain the davis stake of zion containing

callies of laiten 15saints or
1892 souaou Is chester call tois the bishop
and hisbig counselors are david stoker a
son of the late bishop john Stoker janu
henry Jiit ampton eastbast bountiful hashae
the largest and bestbeat finished meeting
queue in toolue davisdavia slake ana lorfor
several yearn alterafter it wadwaa first built liIL

posses beu thehe otof being the
finton meeting huUbouse in all utah itisit is
in the main an adobe structure laough
the basement is built of rock ane manamain
buildingbui laing is BU feetfeel long by 40 wide
there iiiid a two story nealry attacheduitaattacheacheu to
the east end audlid the west end is
beautified by a lofty tower terminat-
ing in five spires oi01 which wethe center
one is considerably larger than each
of the four caruer in tillall the
settlements otof the balms were is no
other tower like it ane erection olof
the building waswaa in 1857
toutbut it waswaa not till 1862

wetwest bountiful ward presided over
by bishop lewis M grant hiann adopted
son of the tatelate jedediahJed edlah M grant
coucontainstaine souls reportedted onoh church
statistics or 49 families who truly
possess one of the garden spots of our
territory the fertility and richness
ot01 some of the soil here laIs not ouraur

by any laiu the rocky

south Bountiful lying southbooth of west
bountiful embraces the extreme south
wein corner otof davis county one
hundred familiesfamil iee or souls belong
ing to the church constitutes the bulk
otof the population as there are but a
fewew non in thisthia locality
RichrichardaraO0 eganegana a soneon odtheof the late
major howard presides here as

with joseph hogajhogaas a sonsoa of
the late erick 0 M roganhogan oueone of the
first utah elbers sent to scandinavia
and jolinjohn perry benson a son orof the
late apostle eoraeera T benson as coucoun-
selors

n

three may properly
be termed thebe vegetable garden of bale
lake city as a very large proportion
or the fruits and vegetables and also
dairy products consumedcone umed by the luin
habitants of metropolis are
rallou here thattiethat the people are doing
well financially toie by their
beautiful residences comfortable out-
house ornamental fencesfencee etc which
the traveler beholds unon every hand auas
hebe through

bountiful originally known asa seebe
aiyub settlementeitt lement also Stokerd settle-
ment and subsequently north can
yonvon ward waswan firby settledbottled I1lu thehe fall of
1847 by PerrigriA and a tewfew
ulLi cre who had crossed the plains and
mountains that year iuin the wake of
the pioneerspioneerpioneerasedled directly by presidentPreal dent
brigham young ioin the
tion had increased to bouissouis in
1854 according to the advice of
Pre eidem young the people follow-
ing the example of ancient bountiful
commenced to wall in their city asaa a
means of protection against the laiman

luciaus thothe very same race
or ceolie which made it i lor
the inn abitanta of the bounti-
ful to encircle their city wita is deep
ulicia and a high wall of earth and
Urutim bercberr the wall commenced ty the
bulbuldderuerb of modern bountiful waswaa
twelve feet high and six feetL thick at
the bottom it a tract of land
21 rojerode long by rodsrode wide mostmoot
of it was completed but the proposed
bmw wese neverbever hirou aaa the latvianelatab

itoite neighbor promised good behavior
and so0 o fara as bountiful is heae
kept his pledge ever after remnants
of t jisits city wall Is sullstul seenbeen and the
ola setbottlerstiers can easily araos it all
around where it was built nearly forty
years ago

when the mormon pioneer of 1847
first planted their feet in the valley of
the great salt lake president brig
ham young the leader of that illus-
trious body which has become so
famous in the history of utah and
which by and by will become re-
nowned throughout the worlo told hisbis
fellowellow travelers that they had arrived
in the spot where the chief city of the
saints in the rocky mountains should
stand some of the pioneers who
were unfavorably impressed with the
utter desolate audand barren appearance
of the valley suggested to the presi-
dent that perhaps alterabter exploring in
widifferentferent directionsdirect lona a more desirable
locality might be found toin which to
make the headquarters of the church
it waswaa then that the prophet brigham
remarked to his brethren that they
might go exploring in all directions
as much as they pleasedpleaeed but
that they would return convinced
that the site where salt lake city
now stands was the bestbeat place in the
mountains in whichwatch to build a large
city anu that its geographical features
also made it the natural center for all
the surrounding cou itry that the

i president was correct is now conceded
by all who know anything about utah
territory ana having also myself
visited nearly every nook and corner
in utah where settlements hav been
foundfounded I1 can add my testimony to
the truthfulness of the prophetic utter-
ance of that maemaa who at the timelime hebe
made t e assertion was personally un-
acquainted with the different moun-
tain valleys where his great genius
subsequently led him tuto the
fountfoundingling of prosperous
but none of these have ever been able
to outgrow or outshine sale lake city
and vicinity nor are there uy valleys
in the rocky mountains which
possess more natural advantages
than the one bordering on the
east shore of0 the great ladt atio
dedeadd sea of the parched
and barren as it looked to te00 pioneers
of 1847 many otof whom hadbad possessed
good homes in the fertile and beautiful
ttradisRcis of country wittiwith which the groatgreat
atastatestes of illinois missouri and ohio
abounds

rtaesim transformation is complete


