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TWO BOUNTIFULS.

BoUNTIFUL, Davie County,
Utah, Juue 25, 1883.

In Elder George Reynolds’s Diction-
ary.of the Book of Mormon the aocient
glty called Bountitul 18 described as
the chiefl city of the Nephites situated
jo the northern part of South A merica,
pot far {rom the ehore of the greal eust-
ern pea, and but a Bhort distance south
of the lsthmus of Pansma. It war
the key to the northeru continent, and
previous to the birth uf tbe Bavior none
of the invading armies of the Liaman-
jles appearl Lo have heea abie Lo pass hy
it. It wasatrongly fortified by bloroni
and his assonjale commanders aud
slccessuls = * until the
.eity waa encireled with a deep ditch
.and 8 high wall of earth auy timbers.”

"The modern Bountitu}, which I am
pow visiting, 18 Bltuated iu Davis
county, Utah, und conselsts of ap ju-
corporated eity surrou nded by one uf
the pigst fertile Anu produmotive agri-
cujtursl districts. in the Territry,
Westward it extends to the river Jor-
dan and the grest Balt Lake, nurth to
Qenterville, and east snd south to the
mountains which sepsrate Davis coun-
ty from Merganand MaltLake countices.
The iphablted part of Bountitu]l em-
braces sbout twenty-five squure miles
which sustalos s populativn of ahout
92500, (i tnese 2223 are meiubers of the
Churen, organized futo three Bishop’s
wards, 1 awed respectively, Faal,
West apd Bouth Bountitul.

Easi Bountiful is the largest ward
1n the Davis Biake of Ziou, contaiutng
9230 taiuilies of Latiei-uny HSaints, or
1892 sonle. Chester Call 18 the Bishop,
and his counselors are David Bluker (a
won of the luie Bishop John Stuker)anu
Heury Rampton. XEast Bouutiful has
the largest and bLest finjshed meeling
Qouse iu tue Davia HBtuke, annu lor
pevernl years after It was first Lualt, i1
poBsesney the distluctivu of belug tbhe
flucet meeting hovse in all Jwuab, Itis
in the muinan adule BLFUOLUTE, LLOUKh
the Dusemeut is bullt of Tuck, by sl
builuing is 80 feet ioug by 4U wide.
Thero la n LWo-8L0rY Vestry atlachea Lo
the easl end; aud Lhe west end is
besulitied by 4 lufty Ltower, tefminat-
ing 1o five spires, v1 Wwhigh the couler
oue is courluerably larger tban each
of the four corver oner, Ib all the
pettlemeuls of the Satuis tnere s uo
other lower ilke L. Tue erectivu of
the buijuing was cvmmeucrd in 1857,
but 1t was not finished thil 1562,

Weel Bountiful ward, presided over
by Bishop Lewis M. Grant, an adopted
sonm of Lthe late Jededish M, QGrant,
contains 252 souls reported on Church
atutiatice, or 49 families, who truly
possess one of the garden Bpots of our
Territory. The iertility and richness
ot some of the soil here is not sur-
passed by any lu the Rocky Moun-
Laine.

Bouth Bouotiful,lylog south of West
Bountlful embraces the extreme suyuih-
west cofuer ol Davis counly. QOue
bhundred families, or 579 souls, helonyg-
10g Lo the Church constitlites the hulk
ol the pupulation, as there are huta
lew pon-Mormons in thie lucality.
Richuru Q. Iigan, a eou of the late
Mujor Howard Egan, presides hete as
Bisuvp, with Joseph Hogan (s sun of
the iate Erick Q. M, Hogan, oue of the
first Utan ISiuers sent to Bcandinaviu)
and Joun Perry Beuson, (u son of the
iate Apostie Esra T. Benson) as coun-
sviors,

'fhe three Bounlifuls muy properiy
be termed the vegeotable garden of dult
Liake City, se a very large proportion
of the [rufts aud vegelables aod also
uairy products, copsumed by the iu-
habltants of Uwah’a metroupolis, are
raised here. ‘Thatthe people sre doing
well Opanpcislly is proveu by ther
beantiful resldences, comtort.pie oui-
housts, ornamental fences, ete, which
the traveler bebulds un every band as
he passes through.

Bountilul, origiually known ae Ses-
slows? setliemeut, alsu Btoker’s seitle-
meuvt, apd subsequently Norih Cau-
yon ward, was first settled 1u the faliof
1847 by Pernigri.i Besslovs aud & low
vilers, who had crossed Lthe pluins and
mouutsins Lhal year iu the wake of
ihe plupeers Jed vireetly by President
Brighum Young. Lu 1353 the popula-
tiou bud imcreased 10574 souns. In
1854, according o the auvice of
President Yonug, the people, tullow-
1ug the example of ancleny Bountiful,
cuommenced L walt o their city, as a
meals uf protectioh agaipst the Liaman-
liles,ur ludjnue—ihe Very rume cave
ot peuide which made it ecesasry lor
the innabitants of the Nephiie Bounti-
fui to suaireio thetr gity witu w decp
diich aud & high wail o! earth aud
timbere, The wall commenced uy the
vudders of modern Bouutiful wae
twelve feet high and s1x feet thick at
tbe butlom; it 1nelused & tract ol lund
216 rods lovg by 197 rods wide. DMost

of 1L wae eomupieted, bol the proposed

lgates were Dever buty, ss the Laman-

ite peizhbor promised good behavior,
and so far as Bountiful is goncerned he
kept his pledge ever after, Remuanls
of tiin city wall is still seen, and Lhe
old settlers can e8sily Ltruce it all
around whefe it wae bullt nearly forty
¥enls ago.

When the Mormon ploneers of 1847
first plauted their feet in the valley of
the Great Balt Lake, President Brig-
ham Young, the leader of that illue-
{rious body (which has become 8o
fsmouein the history of Utah, and
whieh by and by will becume re-
nowned throughout the worl ) told his
fellow travelers that they had arrived
in theapot where the chief city ot the
Baints in the Roocky mountaius should
stand. Bome of Lhe ploneers, who
wele uniavorably impressed with the
utter Jesolate aud barren appearance
of the valley, suggested to the Presi-
Jdent that peruaps aiter exploriug ino
different dircctione, s more Jesirable
locality might he found in which to
make the headquariers of the Churah.
It was theu that the Prophet Brigham
remarked to his brethren that they
might go expioring in all directions
a8 much ns they Dleased. but
that they would return convinced
that the site where Salt Lake City
now stunus wup the bhest place in the
mountaine in which to builu an lRrge
city. abd that ite geographical feutures
aleo made jt the Datural center for ull
the purropnding goutry. That the
President was correct 18 now gouceded
by a}l who koow unything about Utah
Territory, anu bhaving also myself
visited Dearly every nook smou curner
in Utah where seftiements have been
founded, I cau Aadd my testimony Lo
the truth|uiness ot the prophetic utier-
anceof that man, who, at the time he
madet e ascertion, was personally un-
acguninted with the ujifferent. moun-
taiu valleys, where his grest genius
suhsequently led him tv ydirect the
fjounuing of prosperous peettiecients,
Bul none of these have ever heen shle
to outgrow or oulshjue Salt Lake City
and vieinity; nor arethere nuy valleys
lu the Hoecky Mountalny which
poBsesa Immore mnalural:r auvanlages
ithun the oue hordering on Lhe
easl shore ol tbe great Jske—the
dead 8ea  of Lhe west—parched
and barren as it Jooked Lo tne Pioneers
of 1847 many of whomn bhad pussessed
xood homes 10 the fertile and bhesotitul
irac s of country with which the great

states of Illlnpis, Missvurl und Ohlo
abounde,
The transformation is complele,



