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engineer came to a similar result in 1853
but declared that no navigable canal
could be constructed and he then laid
down the existing railroad between
cairo and suez as a substitute

there arose however at this time a
frenchman with all the elan and in
gennity of his countrymen and an in

omitable perseverance peculiarly his
own who came to a different conclusion
having some influence at the egyptian
court hebe obtained a concession in 1854
from laid pasha the viceroy of egypt
for the making of a canal across the
isthmus of suez the sultans assent
avaswas less easily procured owing to the
jealousy which has arisen between
english and french into sects and it was
not until 1858 that M ferdinand de
lesseps found himself in a position to
appeal to the public for support A
company was then formed with a capital
of in 1859 the work was
begun and by december 1864 the
fresh water canal requested for the
supply of the laborers on the shiphip canal
was completed all however did not
go on smoothlyaddy difficulties arose be-
tween ismail bashmaaLaidlaid bashas suc-
cessor respecting the concessions
granted to the company the dispute
was refeird to the emperor ofof the
french mias arbitrator who decidedbedded tthathat
the company should give up sosomeme im-
portant privileges and receive in line
thereof a total sum of with
a strip of land about forty eight yards
wide on each side of the canal the
ship canal was then proceeded with a
variety otat ingenious machinery being
invented by the french engineers to
meet thetee of their novel and
magnificent onenterpriseterprise in 1867 an ad-
ditionalditional capital of was raised
and on the lyth of november 28691869 it
was formally opened for navigation in
the presence of a host of illustrious
personages representing every eu-
ropeanra state the cost of the canal
was about twenty million pounds the
total length is about ninety miles from
head to head the width of the water
surface was at first ta feet the
width of the bottom 72 feet and the
minimum depth 26 feet it begins at
port laid on the mediterranean where
ah artificialarti fical harbor has been constructed
proceeds to cantaraKantara traverses the abu
ballah lake at Ismailia enters lake

thence to passes
through the bitter lakes and terminates
at suez

at the end of a dozen years the
had increased so enormously that a
second canal began to be talked about
and in 1886 the task of widening and
also deepening the existing canal was
commenced by 1896 the canal had
been deepened to 28 feet and widened
between port laid and the bitter lakes
to feet and from the bitter lakes to
suez to feet

since 1886 the timelime of making the
transit through the canal has been
greatly accelerated in that year a ves-
sel took on an average 36 hours to get
through now the average time of pas-
sage does not exceed 18 hours more
over sinsincec4 march 1887 the electric
light has been used to light the way
during the night

the construction of the suez canal
has called into existence two new towns
namely port laid which now has a
population of about and
lia suez which is an older town has
largely increased its population which

now numbers about about
vessels passes through the canal

every year and the canal stock is said
pays its shareholders a good annual
dividend

at p in I1 left Is mailia by train
for cairo the capital of egypt distant

kilometers or about 97 miles from
Is mailia it being night I1 was unable to
make but a few observations in regard
to the country which we passed through
but I1 noticed that the first part of the
route lay through a barren desert land
though following the banks of the fresh
water canal while the latter part took
us through a thickly populated indand
fertile country aapartpart of the great nile
delta part of which I1 afterwards learned
to be the land of goshen of bible fame
kagazig and banha were the two most
important intermediate stations I1 also
noticed the desert village of tel el kear
where the english under general sir
garnet gained a decided victory over
egyptian rebels in battle on friday julyy
7 soon afterwards cairo waswa
taken by the who have si
watched over 1akar egyptian interests
with a jealous eye fearing the
ascendancyancy of french influence which
perhaps is not without cause

on my arrival at cairo at 1030 p in-
i put up at the hotel where I1
appeared to be argayll european or
american guest WK fottrist season being
over for thisibis yewyear
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after enjoying a good nights rest at
the hotel at cobcharok egypt I1
arose early on the morning bjunene ath
1896 and hired a man whiranh a gray
donkey to take me through the city and
out to the great pyramids beyond the
nile I1 left the betat a m
being mounted as gracefully

I1
as possible

on the donkey whawhose seckaeck was richly
decorated with egyptianegyptn brass jewelry
but whose constant abuse of his braying
powers made me perfectly 4disgusted
with him before the day was over his
master who ran behind me and donkey
could talk a little broken english so I1
dispensed with the additional luxury of
a special guide though such a one who
styled himself the guide olof cairo offered
hisbis services for six shillings a day pro-
vided I1 hired a carriage for both of us
which would cost me sixteen shillings
extra Bibelievinglieving in economy I1 decided
to get along with said mohammed and
his donkey for four shillings per day

As we rode through the streets of
cairo I1 saw much to admire and many
things to disgust me most every visitor
to the capital of egypt I1 believe is at
first bewildered same as I1 was by the
novel scenes which crowd upon him
and some time necessarily elapses before
he is able to disentangle his confused
impressions and realize each feature of0
the marvelous picture after awhile
one begins to understand that he is in-
deed in a purely Otioriental city As he
examines its bazaars and passes through
its streets he seems carried back to the
days of antiquity there are a few
straightht and regular streets in cairo but
most of the thoroughfares are so nar-
row as scarcely to admit of two camels
passing abreast some of its bazaars
glow with the richest productions of the
looms of the east its mosques and
minaretsmina are apparently innumerable
and its fountains fill the air with an en-
during freshness many of the richly

i carpeted shops are enclosed in front by
a divan and in the midst sits a venerable
turk or a wealthy arab smoking his
pipe often a splendid of gold
and silver and surveying with com-
placent gaze his costly wares which em-
braces jewelry from paris chibon aesues

frumfrom constantinople tobacco from
dainty muslinsmullins from india keen

bright swords of damascus steel and
rustling silks from the lalandnd of theive
celestialsCelesti als meanwhile the ways are
throngedthronged in many parts and it is often
with difficulty the pedestrian escapesescapeafta
rude jostle from the donkeys which ppass
him very moment laden with sansand
flour water etc or occasionally with a
happier burden in the person of some
egyptian beauty of the harem closely
veiled and attended by watchful guards
jdith my best endeavors to macipmabeut
otherwise the braying donkey that I1 rode
ran headlong against several persons
and also against other donkeys though
wishis master claimed that his donkey
4dafidka d very high in the scale olat good

air as compared with cairo
s in general

clairacarro lies in latitude 30 a21 north and
longitude 3031 16 east on a sandy level
between toethe right bank of the nile stidand
the range of the Mok uttam hills it
was founded eastward of what is now
called old cairo by Tou loun a moslem
governor of egypt in A D 8SM but
was removed still further eastwardura to
it present site by the Fatimite
ed boez in A D ltit rremained
the capital of the

1

rulers until
1171 when the famous usurped
the throne in 1220 iit 6

besieged by the CI1 lain 1250
moosa el ashren wawass dosed bby the
Mame lukes who retained possession of
the city until 1517 whan it was stormed
and catucapturedcapturedred by S selim though
it has lost most of its original im-
portance it is still a prosperous cita
with a population of about
mostly edans it may be con-
sidered as the great centre otof learning
of tr e eastern world its celebrated uni-

e
uni-

versityverosity bebeinging presided over by men of
aacknowledgedknow I1edged erudition and annually
attended by some two thousand
students

one of the most remarkable edifices
in cairo is the cathedral which domi-
nates over the whole town from its
elevated position on a bold ridge of
sandstone its wall are of great solisoliditydiLy
and in some places one hundred feet
in height it was within these walls
that the massacre of MameKame lukes took
place march 1811 and its battle-
ments were crowned by napoleons
victorious standards in 1798 the
cathedral walls were enlarged and
strengthened by mehemet ali who re-
sided here during the greater part of
his reign the prospect it commands is
of a very extensive and impressive
character including not only the city of
cairo with its carved domes and fantas-
tic minaretsmina but the sequestered valley
of the nile with its tombs of the
mameluke sultans the rich deep ver-
dure of the distant delta the sharp
clear outline of the mysterious pyra-
mids the yellow frontier belt of the
desert the meanderings of the tranquil
nile and everywhere a soil that has
been swept by successive waves of
revolution from the days lotof menes and
rameses to those of napoleon bona-
parte when I1 stood on the tapapp of the
high wall by the great bosqmosqueue which


