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1116 d the love of god for hisrillpeople11 will continue and abide and they
will triumph in HM might

well my brethren and stsistersaters I1 de-
tre to eneoentourageurage you in the work of

righteousness I1 feel to bless you it Is
the desire of the first presidency that
you may be blessed we wish to bear
with the people in their weaknesses and
frailties we also desire that louwillyou will
bear with our weaknesses and
firmI ties we want to be forgiving and
kind towards the latter day saints we
ask them to be lenient and charitable
towards us the lord wishes to show
leniency towards his children on earth
but he requires of them true repentance
when they transgress or fail in any
duty he expects their obedience and
that they will endeavor to cast aside all
shito to purify themselves and become
indeed his people his saints so that
they may be prepared to come into his
presence be made like unto him in all
things and reign with him in hishia glory
to accomplish this they must walk in
the and narrow way making
their lives brighter and better being
filled with faith and charity which is
the pure love of christ and attending
faithfully to every duty in the gospel
well god bless you all in the name of
jesus christ amen
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I1 feel highly gratified as all of you
must have been and I1 have no doubt
you were at the remarks by president
lorenzo snow to which we have had
the privilege of listening they were
made by a man of god who has spent
the greater part of his life in the ser-
vice of the lord and whose character
toin beyond reproach his whole
course has beepbeen and
unshakenshakenln in the service ofD L

theithe lord we should all be
grateful for the mercy which god has
shown to us in raising up such men as
he hashag called to preside over
us and over his church
men in whose mouths hashaa
been found no guile who have pursued
the path of duty without turning to
the right hand or to the left who have
been true and faithful to every trust re-
posed in them and who have never
flinched in the hour of trial president
snowbonow Is and has been like his predeces-
sors in office a servant of the most
high god and if the people will
hearken to his counsels they will be
guidedaided aright and be blessed of theClordrd in all things

referring to the organization of the
first presidency I1 may say that there
never was a more united spontaneous
and hearty operationcooperationco of a body of
men than the action of the apostles a
few days agoage in the confirmation of
presidentdent lorenzo snow as president
of the church and the selection by him
of mahis two counselors the
tion of the first presidency has been
accomplished sooner than most of the
people anticipated for it had become al-
mostwast an established precedent to wait
torfor some time after the death of the
president of the church before the ap-
pointmentpolut ment of another president when
the prophet joseph smith died the
council of the apostles with president
brigham youngtoung at their head led the
church for some years before the first
presidencydencY was again organized there
was a reason for this after the martyr-
dom at toethe prophet joseph there was in
tenae reelingfooting against the church the
cirit of persecution raged there be-
ing no first presidencyeucy hatred was not
concentrated against any one jsn asjt would tavehave been doubtlessdoubdoubt les hadbad the

first presidency been organized the
twelve therefore presided over the
church until we had left illinois and
come west after the death of president
brigham young again some time
elapsed before the first presidency
was organized at the death of presi-
dent john taylor the twelve again
acted as themthe presiding council

the first presidency was
organized with president wilford
woodruff at the head and thus it
might be said a precedent had been
established and the general feeling
was that no immediate action would
be taken in organizing the first presi-
dency but onan september at a
meeting of the apostles while discus-
sing the necessity for the appointment
of a trustee in trust for the church
the necessity also of organizing the
first presidency appeared clear to the
brethren and one after another of the
twelve spoke in favor of such action
being taken at that time after hear-
ing their views president snow then
arose and stated to the brethren that
he had since the death of president
woodruff felt led to present himself
before the lord clothed in his priestly
robes in the temple and the lord had
revealed to him that the first presi-
dency should be organized and also
revealed to him who his counselors
should be he did not give any ex-
pression to this however until after
the apostles had spoken on the sub-
ject this statement of president
snow was evidence to them that the
spirit of god had inspired the remarks
which they had made and approved
of the work which they had proposed
to do and it caused them to rejoice
greatly for myself it was very un-
expected to me for action to be taken
at that time though I1 was heartily in
favor of it and have always felt that
the first presidency should be organ-
ized as quickly as possible or as soon
as the lord would inspire such action
president lorenzo snow was called of
god to occupy the position in which
he stands today and he will be sus-
tained by the lord as hlahis mouthpiece
to the church and also by his coun-
selors and the apostles and the whole
churchciuch will approve of the action
taken and sustain itif fully I1 think I1
am safe in saying that a thrill of joy
went through the entire church when
the word was sent out that the first
presidency had been reorganized and
that lorenzo snow was the president
although there has not been time to
hear from the diffierent organizations
in the church at a distance still I1 am
perfectly satisfied that this action on
the part of the apostles has been re-
ceived with delight everywhere cer-tainly that Is the feeling of the saints
in this part I1 can say that president
wilfard woodruff shortly before his
decease expressed his desire that
there should be no delay after hisdeath in perfecting the organization
of the presiding quorum the actiontaken was inspired of the lord and
it is a matter of gratification and re-joicingjo that this has been so soon ac
complished I1

it Is wonderful how the church movesforward without a jar or a break in itscourse notwithstanding the departure
of its leading spirits the authority ofthe holy priesthood remains theth keys

with the church the order ofthe priesthood Is maintained and the
revelations of god axeare given through
the designated authority for the guid-
ance of his people nothing that oc-
curs will interfere with its progress or
with the consummation of the purposes
for which the lord designed itftthis authority and the keys
will remain with the church
no pamatteratter whatwhat bilayfilay happen

or who may be taken from us torfor this
is the work of the lord and it will not
be hindered by any power beneath the
heavens what an impressive i- ssonlesson
it must be to the world to see the
church moving thus steadily forward
notwithstanding it has suffereded sosa J

severe a loss in the death of president
woodruff so distinguished and so be-
loved

the lord organized this church tostand until the end men may fall they
may turn aside through transgression
through negligence through failure to
keep the spirit of the lord or from
various causes but the work of thelord will go on it is not dependent
onan man we axeare dependent on the lordbut he Is independent of us and he wmwillaccomplish his own purposes in hlHI
own way and use such instruments asaa
may seem good to him and whichchic1 axeareready for his service we onam our part
should be ready to serve him whereverwe are called upon to labor
should be no jealousies or ting 1

among the latter day saints it wpwar
indulge in envy of any of our brethren
if we are jealous of their attainments
or anyamy advantage that they may have
we indulge n a wrong spirit in ihla vrew
ought to follow the example divgivenPn itUW
by our illustrious president who was rio0o
childlike in Hs demeademeanornOT and who IVws i
so devolddevoid of any feeling of jealousy we J
should be glad and rejoice when the 1
lord bestowsbestons his favors upon any of blehl
servants and when they exhibit galenty
which fit them for hishia ser 1

vice all such men are needed
in the great work which god
has commenced on the earth and which
will embrace within its scope everyeverythingcihir
that is good and great and that win J
elevate humanity

what a great work the almighty taaba
already accomplished with the latterday saints he has taken the weakthings of the earth the uneducated
the poor the oppressed of the varion
nations has gathered them to thesethem
mountains and made of them a people
who have attracted the attention of all
the world how often has derision
been excitedacl ted on the part of our ene
mies when they have seen our ennd s
grants come from various lands AsA
the people came in from the plains
they did not look like very promising
material out of which to make a people
such as we expected to be but the
lord has uplifted this people and dopolished themhem the gospel of the tairajesus christ when strictly obed
elevates men and women it is saidgals
that in the old countries it takes three
generations to make a gentleman thegospelGospelofof jesus christ will make a maa
a gentlemange in one generation it to
wonderful to the observing mind VAU
great changes have been wrought aub
this people in this respect the poor
the lowly and the obscure who havehareobeyed and carried out in their livesliveI1

the principles of the gospel have been
elevated and polished this work toI1
not for the abasement but the
of mankind it is a work of
out of this people god will evolve
nation that will excel in everything
the work will go forward improving
advancing and benefiting mankind andpreparing them for thehe reign of right-
eousness and peace the work of ththelatter day saintsS is not to injure anyaar
of the sons and daughters of god butbat
to bless them and improve their onmitthey should be imbued wath
that charity which Is the purepur love orofgod and of mankind they shouldhelp one another and seek to promote
each othersathers welfare the gospel ofjesus christ has already polished ahm
to a considerable degree and made
them brighter and better in every roxo

it has made many of thethashiningfAilning marks among their felloeiteit will continue to lift them up
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