ago. Thia thing bas become eo fre-
quent as to give occasion for remark
by ail good and honorable people
among ug. We view this thing with
regret. Thissinful practice of Babhath
breaking has inoreased to an alarming
extent of late—I was going to say
through a looseness of the laws. I
truat the Latter-day Saints will not
fall jnto such bad habits, but will re-
membet the words of Gud beariog on
the same, wherein He says:
viFor werily this is a day ap-
pointed unto you to rest from
your labors and to pay thy devo-
tlons unto the Most High.”” We have
been promised that by keeplug the
commandments of God we wiil be
blessed. \Yeare refreshed both in body
and in mind by attending to our duties
on theSabbath day, much moresothan
by pursuing any other course. I spenk
from experience. From my youth up
to the present time I have never
missed a public meeting of the Saiuts
when it was possitle for me to attend,
neither have [ engaged in any labor.
I have been n hard werker all my life.
I think my frlends will give me credit
for being a®hard worker mentally, I
bave ofttimes needed rest and have
got that rest by attending meeting.
Many times I have suffered f(rom
fatigue through over-exertlon, yet my
body and mind have been refreshed by
coming here. This is the experience
of very many. By attending our meet-
inge it brings us rest and is recreative.
This is & fmct, as all those attending
meeting cun testily who come to
serve the Lord.

A great many of our pecple seem to
think there is 0o pleasure in coming to
meeting. And why? Because they
do not take a course that tends to give
them plensure. Asweall know, there
18 pleasure in serving Gou and keeping
Hijs commandments. ‘fens of thous-
apds talke more pleasure ln t:_;kmg a
different eourse,and thereby bring con-
demnation upon themselves, We pn ve
no right to give way te our passions,
or seek pleasure In this direction,
though others do this. We sbould
listen to the whisperingsof the Bpiril of
God. whioch teaches. us to serve
Hm; We should reverence Him
in our words and acte, and seek to
earry out Hig purposes in our lives.
God s pleased with men and women
who practice sell-denlal; with those
who overcome thelr evll inclinations;
with all those who livelives of purity,
and this we should do every day, and
also seek to do good to our fallen man.
" Whatever our profession may be,
let us seek to live according to the
iight that God has given ug, and we
will Je acceptable to Him, The sincere
Methodiet, the sincere Preshyterian,
the sincere Episcopalian, and the
sincere Catholic are ncceptable before
God, o far as they live according to
the light that He has revealed to them.
i have known good men, not of cur
Church, pray to God and He has glven
them a portion of His spirit. This
wasgccording to their faithfulneers and
good desirer; through their determina-
tion to do that which was tlght in the
eyes of God and before their fellow
men. He has blessed the sincere Mo-
hamedan and the heathen; in fact God
has blessed all aceording to their faith-
fulness and diligence in keeping His
commandments and strlving to do
right by their fellowmen.
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The Lord holds us, my brethren and
slaters, to stricter accountnbility be.
cause of thethings that He hax reveal-
ed to us in the everlasting Gespel. He
has restored the gift of the Holy Ghost
and ali the other gifts of the Gospel as
they were enjoyed In aucient times.
He Las. coniescended in His great
mercy to speak from heaven to man
upon the earth, and committed to man
His work. He haos restored the spirit of
union and of love, which produces
great happlnese. He hbas organized
His Church according to the ancient
pattern, with all the oftices, with all
the authoritles, with all the powers and
with all the blessings that were en-
joyed ancientiy by Hls servants and
His people. We are held accountable,
a8 we have received the greater light,
the highest laws. We have received
and obeyed the (ospel in its fulness
and in ite purity, but Iif we treat
lightly the knowledge and light
which God has given us our loss
will be far greater and our punishment
more severe than those who know not
the truth. We will he beaten with
many stripes; while those who have
not received the Gospel will be beaten
with but few strlpes. Where much ie
given much is required. This isthe
case with us. Any desire we may
have in rightevusness God will bestow
upon us. You cannot think of any gift
or blessing that He will withhold from
us for our good. You Latter-day
S8aints know this. I canspeak myown
experience. [ know, as you do, that
God hears and answers prayers. I
know that He bestows blessings npon
His people according to their circum-
stances and real wantes, and sustalns
them, He opens up the way betore
them;, makes thelr pathe plain, and
cheers and sustains them in the midst
of trials, "difficulties and afMictions.
He is working In a wonderful way,
and {8 taking care of His people.
Though we are in the midet of various
difficulties and seem to be environed,
and though it may appear to some there
is no way of getting out at the present
time, yet (God is near and is guiding
this work, and it will go forward ful-
filling His purposes asspoken by the
mouths of all His holy Prophets con-
cerning it. No man or number
of men can hinder it in its progression.
All the mer in the world comblned
could not do 1t. After a while men
will begin to understand that this is
the work of our Father in heaven and
will Jet ug alone.

My brethren and sisters, let us ex-
hibit in our lives that our religion is &
practical religion, that it enters intu
ull the detaiis of our duily actions and
means a good deal with us. It is es-
sential that we should have something
differest from the world, something
nobler and better. We are in many
resprcte a different people from the
world, We should have different mo-
tives from theirs, for the reason that
we are in a different condition to them.
Brother Urant has spoken of looking

out for ourselves and the accumu-
Iation of wealth, and not to use
it for self aggrandizement, but

be governed by high motives. I look
for the time to come, and expect Lo ace
it, when a great deal of wealth will
roli into this colnmunity becauseof the
probity and honesty of the Latter-day
Saints—because they can be trusted to
do that which is right and not take

advantage of their neighvor. I say,
the people of the nations will {urn
their eyes to Zion and admire the
%‘ood qualities developed In the
atter-day Saints, and enter ip-
to dealings with them, therefore
the Latter-day 8Sainte should do
nothing to injure their credit, their
pame nor the Kingdom of God. The
time will come as predicted when all
those who will not take up thelr sword
axainet their neighbor must flee to
Zion for protection. They will bring
their wealth with them. Thie predic-
tion was made A great many years ago,
but it will bave its fulfilment.
Another prediction was made con-

cerning the war of the rebellion and
the breaking out of that wer In Scuth
Carolica. As long ago as 1832 this
prophecy was made, and many of our
people scarcely knew what to think
bhecause it was not fulftlled earlier than .
it was. It was twenty-eight years

afterwards before this predletion
waa fulfilled. It seemed as |f
it would never Dbe fulfilled,
but it came to pass and

brought sorrow and misery te many
souls. It plunged this nation almost
at one time into the abyss of ruin. The
Lord has said that the day will come
when al] those who will not take up
thesword and fight against their neigh-
bors will be compeiled to flee to”Zion.
This prophecy will be fulfilled. Those
desiring peace at this time will come
to Zion for personal safety and for per-
sonal liberty. Zlon wili be the only
place where peace can be found on the
earth, and people desiring peace will
come here and bring their wealth with
them in order that it may be put in a
place of eafety. But this question of
weaith 18 a simple consldera-
tion with the Latter«day Salnts
when compared with the value of
men’s souls. The wealth of the world
ig perishable, but the spuis of the chil-
dren of men are eterpal. Qur aim is
to labor for their salvation, todo every-
thing in our pgwer to hasten on the
work of refemption; to induce men to
turn to God and listen to a beneficent
Father, and not reject Him through
the alluremenis of Batan. It s our
duty to warn the chtldren of men
against existing evils, to endeavor to
incite them to walk in the paths of
righteousness, and give heed to the
8pirit of God, a portion of which is
planted inevery buman breast, for their
benefit. This apirit teaches the ditfer-
ence between right and wrong. Every
soul receives some portion of the Holy
B8pirit, and this is what we call con-
acience. If men commit sin they
grieve that spirit and by grieving it
and continuing in this course such per-
sons are plunged into wickedness and
bring destruction upon themselves.

Qur duties, as Liatter-day Salnts, are
to seek toeavethe whole human fami-
ly, eapecially those souls which God
has placed in our keeping, and do all
we can for their salvation. I pray God
to bless you my brethren and sisters,
and to lead us constantly by His spirit,
in the name of Je:us, Amen,

A old infidel farmer,near Lebsnon,
Mo., sneercd at the Bible miracles to
his pious neighbors during an ap-
proaching thunderstorm, and that io-
stant a bolt of lightning set fire to his
fleld of ripe wheat and destroyed it,
root ang kernel.



