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ago thisthin thing hasbaa become so fre-

quent as to give occasion for remark
by all good and honorable people
among us we view this thing with
regret this sinful practice of sabbathawingbreaking has increased to an alarming
extent of late I1 was going to say
through a looseness of the laws I1
trust the latter day saints will not
foilfall into such bad habits but will re-

member the words of god bearing on
the same wherein he says
forasfor verily this is a day ap-

pointed unto you to rest from
your labors and to pay thy devo-

tions unto the most high we have
been promised that by keeping the
commandments of god we will be
blessedlessedJb we are refreshed both in body
and in mind by attending to our duties
on the sabbath day much more so than
by pursuing any other course I1 speak
from experience from my youth up

0 too the present time I1 have never
missed a public meeting of the saints
when it was possible for me to attend
neither have I1 engaged in any labor
I1 have been a hard worker all my life
I1 think my friends will give me credit
for being ahard worker mentally I1
have needed rest and have
got that rest by attending meeting
many times I1 have ausufferedered from
fatigue through overexertionover exertion yet my
waybody and mind have been refreshed by
coming here this is the experience
of very many by attending our meet-
ings it brings us rest and is
thuthis toin a fact as all those attending
meeting can testify who come to
serserveve the lord

A great many of our people seem to
think there is no pleasure in coming to
meeting and why because they
do not take a course that tends to give
them pleasure As we all know there

in serving god and keeping
kusHM commandments tonstens of thou-

sands take more pleasure in taking a
diffiedifferentrent thereby bring eonon
demnatioiD upon themselves we have
atoao right to give way to our passions
or seek pleasure in this direction
though others do this we should
listen to the whisperings of the spirit of
god which teaches us to serve
him we should reverence him
inan our words and acts and seek to
carry out his purposes in our lives
bod toin pleased with men and women
who practice self denial with those
who overcome their evil inclinations
with all those who live lives of purity
and this we shoshouldauld do every day and
WWalso seek to do good to our fallen man

whatever our proprofessionfenion may be

let us seek to live according to the
light that god has given us and we
will be acceptable to him the sincere
methodist the sincere presbyterian
the sincere episcopalian and the
sincerecincere catholic are acceptable before
godCW so far as they live according to
the light that he has revealed to them
1I have known good men not of our
hurchchurch pray to god and he has given
themteem a portion of his spirit this
waa according to their faithfulness and
good desiresdesire through their determina-
tion0n to do that which was right in the
eyes of god and before their fellow
men he has blessed the sincere mo
haledan and the beaheathentheD io fact god
has blessed all according to their faith-
fulness and diligence in keeping his
commandments and striving to do
right by their fellowfel meD

Ak6

the lord holds us my brethren and
sisters to stricter accountability be-

cause of the things that he has reveal-
ed to us in the everlasting gospel he
hashaa restored the gift of the holy ghost
and all the other gifts of the gospel as
they were enjoyed in ancient times
he has descendedcondescendedcon in his great
mercy to speak from heaven to man
upon the earth and committed to man
his work he has restored the spirit of
union and of love which produces
great happinesshappi new he has organized
his church according to the ancient
pattern with all the offices with all
the authorities with all the powers and
with all the blessings that were en-

joyed anciently by his servants and
his people we are held accountable
as we have received the greater light
the highest laws we have received
and obeyed the gospel in its falness
and in its purity but if we treat
lightly the knowledge and light
which god has given us our losslose
will be far greater and our punishment
more severe than those who know not
the truth we will be beaten with
many stripesstripe while those who have
not received the gospel will be beaten
with but few stripes where much is
given much is required this is the
cuecase with us any desire we may
have in righteousness god will bestow
upon us you cannot think of any gift
or blessing that he will withhold from
us for our good you latter day
saints know this I1 can speak my own
experience I1 know as you do that

i godgoa hears and answers prayers I1
know that he bestowsbestons blessings upon
his people according to their circum-
stances and real wants and sustains
them he opens up the way before
them makes their paths plain and
cheers and sustains them in the midst
of trials difficulties and afflictions
he is working in a wonderful way
and is taking care of his people
though we are in the midst of various
difficulties and seem to be environed
and though it may appear to some there
is no way of gettingetting out at the present
time yet gollgod tois near and is guiding
this work audand it will go forward ful-
filling his purposes as spoken by the
mouths of all his holy prophets con-
cerning it no man or number
of men can hinder it in its progression
all the metrmen in the world combined
could noldonot 10lo it after a while men
will begin to understand that this is
the work of our father in heaven and
will let us alone

my brethren and sisters let us ex-
hibit in our lives that our religion is a
practical rellreligionglov that it enters into
all the details of our daily actions and
means a good deal with us it is es-

sential that we should have something
different from the world something
nobler and better we are in many
respects a different people from the
world we should have different mo-
tives from theirs for the reason that
we are in a different condition to them
brother grant has spoken of looking
out for ourselves and the accumu-
lation of wealth and not to use
it for self aggrandizement but
be governed by highbih motives I1 look
for the time to come and expect to see
it when a great deal of wealth will
roll into this community because of the
probity and honesty of the latter day
saints because they can be trusted to
do that which is right and not take

advantage of their neighbor I1 say
the people of the nations will turnlurn
their eyes to zion and admire the
good qualities developed in the
latter day sainte and enter in-
to dealings with them therefore
the latter day saints should do
nothing to injure their credit their
name nor the kingdom of god the
time will come as predicted when all
those who will not take up their sword
against their neighbor must flee to
zion for protection they will bring
their wealth with them this predic-
tion was made a great many years ago
but it will have its fulfilmentfulfillment

another prediction was made con
corning the barofwar of the rebellion and
the breaking out of that war in south
carolina As long ago as 1832 this
prophecy was made and many of our
people scarcely knew what to think
because it was not fulfilled earlier than
it was it was twenty eight years
afterwards before this prediction
was fulfilled it seemed as if
it would never be fulfilled
but it came to passpan and
brought sorrow and misery to many
souls it plunged this nation almost
at one time into the abyss of ruin the
lord has said that the day will come
when all those who will not take up
the sword and fight against their neigh-
bors will be compelled to flee to zion
this prophecy will be fulfilled those
desiring peace at this time will come
to zion for personal safety and for per-
sonal liberty zion will be the only
placealaci where peace can be found on the
earth and people desiring peace will
come here and bring their wealth with
them in order that it may be put in a
place of safety but this question of
wealth tois a simple considera-
tion with the latter day saints
when compared with the value of
mens souls the wealth of the world
is perishable but the souls odthe chil-
dren of men are eternal our alinaim is
to labor for their salvation to do every-
thing in our power to hasten on the
work of redemption to induce men to
turn to god and listen to a beneficent
father and not reject him through
the allurementsallure ments of satan it is our
duty to warn the children of
against existing evils to endeavor to
incite them to walk in the paths of
righteousness and give heed to the
spirit of god a portion of which is
planted in every human breast for their
benefit this spirit teaches the differ-
ence between right and wrong every
soul receives some portion of the holy
spirit and this is what we call con-
science if men commit sin they
grieve that spirit and by grieving it
and continuing in this course such per-
sons are plunged into wickedness and
bring destruction upon themselves

our duties as latter day saints are
to seek to save the whole human fami-
ly especially those souls which god
has placed in our keeping and do all
we can for their salvation I1 pray god
to bless you my brethren and slaterssisters
and to lead us constantly by his spirit
in the name of jejeusus amen

an old infidel farmer near lebanon
mo sneered at the bible miracles to
his pious neighbors during an ap-
proachingpreachingproaching thunderstorm and that in-
stant a bolt of lightning set fire to his
field of ripe wheat and destroyed it
root and kernel


