THE DESERET WEEEKLY.
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Jove begotten in our hearts for one an-'

other such as exemplifies to the fullest
extent, considering our human frajl-
ties, the words of the prayer of our
Lord and Savior. The love of Kkin-
dred ls oyershadowed by the love that
we have for our brethren and sisters
{n the Church; s0 Is every other love
§p fact in comparison with the love
that the Lord has begotten in the
hearts of those who keep His com-
mandments and do his will.

1 have sald it might be thought pre-
gumptous in many circles for us to say
that we were to be the progenitors of
a new world; but when we consider all
that God is dolng In this direction for
us: when we Bee the miraculous power
that 1s manifested by Him In the gath-
ering of the people together, and in the
uniting of the -people of 30 many na-
tionalities after they have gathered, Is
pot the ptatement consistent, and is it
not plain that the Lord has a great
work for the Latter-day Salnts to per-
form? It I8 evident that He has, be-
cause He s making of the Later-day
Saints an extracrdinary people In many
respects. There is no people on the
earth llke them. In many of the most
admirable features possesed by man
in past times, there Is no peop}e who
are equal to the Latter-day Sainta. I
do not 34y this by way of boasting; 1

in praise of God and that which
olng, and to glorify His name
earth.

We profess to be followers of theLord
Jesus; we profess to have obeyed His
Gospel;_we profess to have done that

hich He has commanded us to do,
wnd we point to the results and Bay:
A e not these the fruits which Jesus
;Aarid ghould attend obedience to His
Gospel and to the keeplng of His com-
mandments? We say to the whole
world, Come and look at us. We are

uman beings, very frail, very weak,
L vy unworthy; but come and examine
very Ui test us by the standard that
?lf'e Lord has given In the Gospel or in
the scriptures, and see if we do mnot

1 forth some of the fruits, at least,
lt); !;gthe Lord said should attend the
prg‘ﬂcm“g of His Gosapel.

1 have spoken of this love, and of the

fon that we have; but there are other
unlon ces. The gifts that the Lord
24 ised to the bellevers are in this
pron:ch_ The Lord has given unto the
Eg‘tlter-day Saints the glfts of His
gpirit There are many gifts given.

‘,’de,,;_. who ,go out and contend for the
E”t of ppeaking in tongues have In
b ny fnstances received that gift, and
nllla have been enabled to Bpeak the
; eyuage of the people unto whom
tang were sent. Many have contended
hey for the gift of iInterpreting
tongues, and the Lord hag heard their

ayers and glven unto tham the gift
E; fnterpretat!om It is a -vell known
tact that wherever our Elders go to
foreign lande to preach the Gosapel,

a

:ll;:r]ealisguagi and preach In it with re-
markable quickness. They
the language in & surprisingly short
time. There are many fnstances of
young men going to foreign linds nnd
being able to declare the Gospel to the
people In their own language and to
understand all that is paid to them
within a fcw weeks after they reach
there. And wherever they go and the
gick apply to them to have hands laid
upon them, and they adminlater that
holy ordinance to them, the sick
do recover, where they are not ap-
pointed unte death—for deaih 13 the
fot of all men; but the gift of healing
{s in the Church, and that gift at-
tends the ministrations of the Klders
wherever they go. The sick are healed
by the power of God; not by the Lower
of man, but through the exsreme of
falth and the bestowal of the gitit of
healing.

I might go op and enumcrate dif-

1t given them to acguire |

nequire

ferent gifts and manifestations that
have been given and that are given in
this Church. Take it, therafore, from
the first principle to the last that has
been proclalmed, and this Church ia
ah exact fae simile of the Church of
Jesus Christ in early days. There is
not a feature that the Church ntf
Jesus Christ pospessed in the d:-ys of
the Savior and His Apostiep that is
]not possessed by this Church. Every-
{thing that was taught then is taught
now—theé same principles, with the
same results. The frults of the Spirit
are manifested. The power: «f God
is manifested. The gift of prophecy
1resm upon the people. 1 might allude
|to a case of recent occurence. There
were two young men chosen at our
recént Conference to flll the vacaucies
|in the quorum of the Twelve. The
newspapers had for a long time heen

"guessing as to who these men
{ would  be. Every man near-
1y that was conspicuaus in

the Church was mentloned, and the
people saw the names that were pub-
lished; but the two that were chosen
had not been mentioned in publie. I
; think the presentation of their mames
| was a great surprise to the bulk of our
| people, tbut I have bheen greatly
"pleased to flnd how many Latter-day
_Saints there were that knew, by the
| testimony of the Spirit of God, that
|lthes:e men would be ¢hosen. There was
one case particularly that was brought
to my attention. During the last spring
; conference at St. George, the authori-
| tles were presented as s customary,
tand one of the brethren sald to pome
| who were near him, “I have an im-
| pression that Matthias F. Cowley's
name will yet be presented as one of
the T'welve Aposties. I know that will
be so, and you can write It down'

Another Instance occurred In Davis
county. One of our leading men there
was talking te a brother of his who {a
an Apostle, and he said he was greatly
impressed with the fdea that Matthias
'F. Cowley would be chosen as one of
 the Twelve Anpostles. Hls brother,
|the Apostle, thought he was mistaken,
10t course, the other thought his broth-
'er ought to know, and he partly dis-
missed 1t from hie mind; but when
the matter was brought before the con-
| ference, he told hia brother suhsequent-
ly that he had not been able to get it
out of his mind, he knew that name
would be prepented.

I was at a fast meeting last Sundaj'

in the ward where T reside. One of the
brethren arose and testifled that
Brother Owen Woodruff had been there
preaching as a misslonaty at one of
the meetings, and he hed told his fam-
fly that Brother Owen Woodruff would
be chosen one of the Twelve. This
was some months before. His famlly
scarcely belleved him, but he testifled
that it would be so.

I have heard of numbers of instan-
ces of this kind among the Salnts,
where the people have had it given
them by the spirit of prophecy and rev-
elation who these two Apostles would
be, and it has filled me, as I say, with
pleasure and with gratitude and
thanksgiving that among the Latter-
day Saints there {8 the apirit of proph-
ecy and of revelation. This spirit does

indeed rest upon the faithful
But a great many do not live
80 as to enjoy . We

exhort the people to meek for {t. It
would be an easy matter to ¢control this
people if they would only live so as to
have the spirit of prophecy and revela-
tion continually {n their hearts. In
fact, they would gnvern themselves,
They would know what wns right, and
they wouid be governed by that which
the Lord would ¢ommunlicate to them.
Hut it 18 a difficult thing to control a

people when many of them
are in the dark and do not
have the spirit with them,
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You doubtless remember the case of
Joshua and Moses. Two of the seven-~
ty elders who had been Belected to re-
cefve a portion of the spirit that was
upon Mosee remalned in the camp
while the others had gone to the taber-
nacle. The spirit of prophecy which
rested upon thosze who had gone to the
tabernacle fell also upon these two
men, and they prophesled in the camp.

And there ran a young man, and
told Moses, and sald, Eldad and Medad
do prophecy In the camp,

And Joshua the son of Nun, the mer-
vant of Moses, one of his young men,
answered and sald, My lord Moses, for-
bid them.

And Moses sald unto him, Envlest
thou for my sake? would God that all
the Lord's people were prophets, and
that the Lord would put His Spirit up-
on them.

That Is the feeling that the leaderns
of this Church have towards the mem-
bers of the Church. You ought not to
be led Ignorantly and Dblndly. You
should be full of light yourselves. You
should understand principles your-
selves., Every man and woman in this
Church, and every child that Is ol&
enough, has the right to this, so that
he or she may know individuaily. Them
we would not have to reprove or warn
you; we would not havce to implore you,
as we sometimes do, to seek for the
Spirit and to know for yourselves that
which is right.

This people are chosen to be prophets.
God has given this spirit to you. He
gave it to you to cause you to gather
from the nations of the earth. He gives
it to you now to cause you to love Zion
and to say, "“Wherever the people of
God are, and whatever may be the
hardships I have to encounter, I wili
cling to them; I wlll he one with them,
in poverty or in plenty, whether the
circumstances he adverse or prosper-
ous.” That spirit comes from God; It
is not given to you by man. The Lord
himself gives it to you through your
obedience to the Gospel of Christ. Each
one of us should Mve Bo as to have
this spirit resting down upon him
and her. 1 ask you, my brethren and
gisters, Where would be the value of
this religion if we could not have the
spirit and power of 1t? We have too
much to contend with to endure ft
without having the compeneation
which the possession of the Spirit of
God glves, We have to endure perse-
cution: our names are c&st out as evil:
we¢ are derided, mallgned, and every-
thing evil is sald ahout us. What,
therefore, 18 our inducement to be.
members of this Church if we do not
have the apirit and gifts of our re-
liglon? If we do not have the love of
God and the spirit of union which the
Lord has promised, we are working
and enduring without anything to sus-
tain us. But the Lord gives to thosa
who live for it His Hely Spirit. He
comforts their hearts and cheers them
in the midst of their difficulty and
their poverty, and He lifts them up,
&nd they rejolce because He Is near to
them and they know it. They Know
that they cannot ask Him for anything
without His hearing their petluon; and
He 18 ready to listen to them and to
give them comfort and peace and
joy far greater than everything else
that man can obtain on the earth. It
fs this spirit that sustained the Saintm
in coming to these valleys, and that
buoyed them un in the midst of the
privations of early days here. Hun-
dreds of thoge who ¢came in would have
dled rather than to have left this place;

notwithstanding starvation stared
themn in the face for A while; they
would rather sterve to death than

leave the people, because they had the
testimony of Jesus., the Spirit of God,
that this was the place for them. It
is this that makes us strong as a peo-
ple. When we are devoid of that



