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before me. Whetber it I8 that of a
man or a woman I do not know, but
its hair is as long, as black and as
silky as the halr of any brunette belle
who reads thig letter., When I photo-
graphed it a few minutes ago, hold-
ing it in my hand before the catnera,
the biack strands hung down almost
a yard below my fist, and the hair
was s0 thick that I could hardly grasp
it all, 'The head is one of the famous
dried heads of the Ecuadorian Indians
who live on the eastern slope of the
Andes, They have for ages adopted
this method of pickling or curing the
heads of thelr ememles, and I have
been told that such a demand has ex-
isted among the {oreigners for the
heads as curiosities that within recent
vears the Indlans have been killing
their friends and relatlves as well in
order to supply it. The Ecuadorian
government has recently passed a law
making it a erime to buy or sell such
heads, and the severest penaltles nre
fmposed on those who engage (n the
traffle. Still, T am offered this head for
$100 in gold, and I could buy several
more at the same price. I don‘t think
I shall take ft. It ts, however, & Wwon-
derful thing. All of the bones have in
some way been taken out of it, and
the flesh, skih and hair of the head
only left. In parting the hair at the
back I see stitches, and it is evident
that the skin was cut apen ha2re to get
out the skutl. The remainder of the
gkin {8 as perfect as it was In life,
only the whole head is so shrunken
that it is not much larger than a base
ball. Its color is perfectly black. The
eyes are closed, the forehead, over
which the dark hair hangs, 18 low, and
the nose is almost that of u negro in

shape. The lips, which were once full,
gepsuous and voluptuous, are sewed
together with long cotton strands,

which hang down llke a macreme
fringe, and the chin has a pronounced
dimple in 1t, whieh, I doubt not, once
smiled at its sweetheart and friends.
Whether its owner was killed by
treachery or In battle Do one Knows,

The method of curing the heads fa
also a mystery. It is sald that n red-
whiskered German camc out to Ecua-
dor some years ago determined to
learn the.process. He went to Quito
and then made his way eastward to
the Indian country. Since then ne has
never been &een, but It {s said that
about three months after hiz disap-
pearance a head beautifully cured was
brought in for rale. It was of a light-
er complexion than the one on m3 ta-
ble and the features were (ierman in
cast, while on the ¢hin was n beard of
the same: brick dust hus as ‘that of
the German explorer. From native
sources I learn that the [ndians cure
the heads after they have 1emoved
the bones by filling them with hot
pebbles and passing them fram hand
to hand, pressing them so carefully
inward that in shrinking they do ot
lose their shape. After this they are
baked In the sand and so trest2d that
they wiil last for ages. The skin of
the neck of this head §s about one-
gixtbh,of an inch thick. Its pretty ears
are about the size of a sliver quarter,
and as I. push back its halr and look
at its closed eyes I almost fear that it
will open them and glare at me.

The most of the Indlans of Ecuador
are semi-cvilized. We have, it {8 es-
timated, about 260,000 Indlans in the
United States. Ecuador has 870,000 In-
dlans nnd a total population of 1,250,000,
the remalnder of the inhabitants being
made up of 100,000 whites and about
200,000 people of mixed races, Or Crosases
of the whites and negroes with the In-
dlans, The whites are the ruling class.
They are the government, the wealth,
the bralns, the Ecuador that we know
in business and in trade. The Indians
are the working population. They are
thriftless and seem to have little splirit
or ambition. Their highest ambitlon of

pleasure I8 vplenty of liguor,

death., They till the soil carry

mountains, and are, in fact, often treat-

them, Only the fewest of these Indians
can read or wrtte, and very few accu-
mulate property. I don’t think the na-
tive Equadorians will ever be a large
consuming class. Thetr wants are few.
A suit or two of cotton clothes, a little
rice and meat, and a cane hut in the
lowlands or one of adobe brick in the
mountains suffice for them. It does not
cost much more, I am told, to ralse a
child to maturity than it doea on the
banks of the Ganges or the Nile.
These civillzed Indians are the descend-
ants of those who were here when the
Spanlards conqguered the country. They
were even then the slaves or the sub-
Jects of the Ineaz, and they seem to be
one of those races whiech, like the fel-
lahin of Egypt, are ever destined to be
subject to nad work for a stronger race.
These Indlans are, with a few excep-
tions, Catholics. They are ruled by the
priests, and a lawrge part of thelr earn-
ings o to the church, It was only
lately that Protestant missionaries have
been permitted to come Intoe Ecuador,
and the few here now are having a hard
time, I met here at Guayaquil an earn-
est young feliow from Denver, who had
recently come out to do missionary
work. He tells me the fleld |ls a8 great
one, but that his reception by the peo-
ple is far from cordial, and that he has
been warned not to go to certaln places
;0 preach, or his life would be in dan-
er,

I have spent some time In looking up
the chances here for American trade.
There are practically no statistics, and
ft 13 hard to get at just what the
trade of the country amounts to. It
probably ranges somewhere between
ten and filfteen milllon dollars a year,
the Imports being less than the ex-
ports. The bulk of the imports come
from Europe, and the artlcles we senda
here are those which we can make
more cheaply and of a better quality
than the Europeans. This is especial-
ly the case with hardware. The Amer-
ican hardware has, I find, a better
standing wherever I have been than
any other. The axes and knives made
at Hartford, Conn., are celebrated
here, and the Germans and other Eu-
ropeans are Imitating them almost to
the trade-marks. They make a much
poorer And cheaper article, and mell
chiefly by their fraudulent Imitation. |
The American flrearms command the
highest prices, and they are also iml-
‘tated. Srhith & Wesdon revolvers, for
Instance, have been copled by the
Spaniards and labeled in large letters.
8mith & Weason cartridges are to be
used with thls revolver. When the
South American customer who cannot
read Emnglish js shown the revolver he
is told that it is a Smlith & Wesson,
i and the above words are shown him.
{ He buye the gun, to find it useless, or
tthat It bursts after a few ghots. The
ganuine American revolvers, 38-caliber,
sell for $36 In silver, swhile the imita-
tlon Spanish-made revolver sell for
$14. The most of the cottons used in
Ecuador come from Breat Britain.
About £1,000,000 wort of English cot-
tons are consumed here every year,
while we do not sell $50,000 worth. If
[ our cotton factors would study the
market and make the goods these peo-
ple want they could easlly get thls
trade, for our cottonsa are better

the “Ecuadorian smile” §a as common | all were plug hats
as the drink of America. They live like | gloves.

dogs and work almost from birth to Here at Guayaqull there are a nym
the | ber of chocolate factories, which gﬂm;
freight on their backs up and down the| up the cocoa beans and make them inte

s

than the English. There are practical-
ly no iron manufactories in Ecuador,
‘and all Ironwork and hardware must
be imported. There are a few water
milia near Quito which weave cotton,
linen and woolen goods, and also a

and|allk hat factory, for the Quito swells

and  black ykiq

the chocolate of cOmMmerce, As to

ed more llke cattle than the animals|lumber, I doubt if there I8 a mo
themselves. They submit to the whites|saw mlill or planing eatablishmen(zem
and nre accustomed to be advised by!the country.

Such boards 83 I have
seen made have been sawed out phy
hand from the logs, one man Btanding
on top of the log and pulilng the

while another below furnishes the foras
for the downward strokes. The mgost

of the lumber used on the coast ang
on this river is brought here from QOre.
gon and Puget Sound, and 1t often gells
as high as 10 cents a foot. Georglia
pine is brought around Cape Horn, g
distance, I judge, of about 8000 miles
All imported lumber pays a duty of
about a cent for every eight pounds
and, in addition to this, one of 20 pep
cent ad valorem. Our chlef exports
to Ecuador are lumber, lard, kerogene
fiour and barbed wire for fencing, The
great disadvantage that the Uniteq
Btates has in competing with Europe
is {n the high freight rates, and in the
fact that the Americans do not drum
up their trade by means of commereig)
travelers, as the Europeans do. France
or England ¢an send goods to the ports
of Ecuador for 26 shillings, or apoug
$6.26 a ton. The freight rate from
New York around the Horn s 271,
cents a cubic foot, or nearly $i2 |p
rold per ton, while the rates Yy tha
Isthmus of Panama are fully one.
third more. The exchange on New
York {8 about b per cent higher thanp
on London. go that the American ex.
porter labors under decided disadvan.
tazes, When an isthmian canal |g
built thiz will be all changed in favop
of the United States, and the trade of
this western coast of South America
will come to us.
FRANK G. CARPENTER.,

HOLY WEEK

The following timely article from the
pen of Rev. Father John Walsh of St.
Peter's church will be read with inter-

est:

The holy week in the Catholic church
I1s a week fraught with tremendous in-
tereat for all Christians. It is eom-
memorative. In symbol and In rey-
erent memory the church recalls the
tragic events which closed the Jife of
her Divine founder. Every day tells its
own story. From Palm Sunday to
Easter the Interval traverses the wide
gulf that yawns between the favorite
and the hated of the populace—popu-
larity and jgnemlny—hosannas of wel-
come And shrieks of vengeance—palm
branches and scourge and crown of
thorns and cross—betrayal and execu-
tlon—ahameful death by the cross and
triumphant resurrection. The victim is
the son of God and God—the execution-
ers the Jewish priests and their ser-
vants, Roman authority coniving and
winking at the -outrage. The injustice,
sufferings and death are self-willed and
voluntarily submitted to. In no senee
was the victim helpless except under
the excess of his own divine love to suf-
fer and die for the sins of men and to

irestOre to them the !nheritance sin had

forfeited. At any moment he pleased
he could have folled Jewish brutality
and Roman acquiscence by force or om-
nipotence or fnviaibility. He came to
dle, he chose to dle, and therefore he
elects to appear and he elects to be the
“Innocent lamb led to the slaughter.’
The growth of the divine tragedy ls
caglly followed. Palm Sunday Christ
enters Jerusalem amldat the plaudits
of the people. With palm branches and
strewn garments they honeatly welcome
Him z2nd give Him royal reception. The
palms of Palm Sunday in the hands of
Christains express the welcome and the



