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before me whether it toIs that of a
man or a woman I1 do not know but
its hair is as long as black and asan
silky as the hair of any brunette belle
who reads this letter when I1 photo-
graphed it a few minutes ago hold-
ing it in my hand before the camera
the black strands hung down almost
a yard below my fist and the hair
was so thick that I1 could hardly grasp
it all the head is one of the famous
dried heads of the ecuadorian indians
who live on the eastern slope of the
andes they have torfor ages adopted
this method of pickling or curing the
heads of their enemies and I1 have
been told that such a demand has ex-
isted among the foreigners for the
heads as curiosities that within recent
years the indians have been killing
their friends and relatives as well in
order to supply it the ecuadorian
government has recently passed a law
makingmokilig it a crime to buy or sell such
heads and the severest penalties are
imposed on those who engage in the
traffic still I1 am offered this head torfor
SM in gold and I1 could buy several
gioio at the same price identI1 dont think
ishall take it it Is however a won-
derful thing all of the bones have in
some way been taken out of it and
thothe flesh skit and hair of the head
only left in parting the hair at the
back I1 see stitches and it is evident
that the skin was cut open here to get
out the skull the remainder of the
skin Isin as perfect as it was in life
only the whole head is so shrunken
that itft is not much larger than a base
ball its color is perfectly black the
eyese arere closed the forehead over
whichc the dark hair hangs is low and
the nose is almost that of a negro in
shape the lips which were once full
sensuous and voluptuous are sewed
togetherr with long cotton strands
arandwhich hangbang down like a macramemacretae
fringe and the chin has a pronounced
dimple in it which I1 doubt not once
smiled at its sweetheart and friends
whetherhether its owner was killed by
treacheryahery or in battle no one knows
thetche method of curing the heads is

also a mystery it tois said that a red
whiskereded german came out to ecua-
dor some years ago determined to
beglearn the process he went to quito
audand then made his way eastward to
the indian country dined thenthan he has
never been seen but it lain said that
aboutabbat three months atterafter his disap-
pearancepearance ilft held beautifully cured wilswas
brought in for sale it was of a light-
er idolcomplexionI1 e ton than the one on m ta-
ble aejand thette features were betmermanan in
castcaeg while anthete chin was a beard ofif
t samename brick dust hue as thitthat otof
t germanian explorerex lorer fromcrork native

leam
tajthatat the indians cure

t hewf after they have removed
abo bonesi by fillfillingilig thernthem with hot
pebble and passing them from liandhand
to hand pressing them soBO carefully
in in shrinking thethea do biot

I1 hierir shapehape after this they fireare
el in the and and so treat ad thatthailittwillI1 last torfor ages the skin of

therthe neckne of0 this head is about one
inch thick its pretty earsearn

are about the size of a silversilver quarter
anda asad I1 push back its hair and tooklook i

ataar itsto aleiclosedd eyes I1 almost fear that it
wawin open them and glare at me

thea mort odtheof the indians of ecuador
are berol civilized we have it is esee

about indians in the
Uunitedcited states ecuador hashaa in-
dianadoandand a totalajtal population of
the remainderxema inder of the inhabitants being
made up of whites and about

people of mixed races or crosses
of the whites and negroes with the in
dippe the whites are the ruling clamclaas
they arean the gogovernment the wealth
the brains the ecuador that we knowknol
in bulnes and toin trade the indiana
MW0 thete working population they surealre
thriftthriftlesslets and seem tolo wave little spirit
or ambition their highest ambition of

pleasure is plenty of liquor and
the ecuadorian smile to16 as common
as the drink of america they live like
dogsdoes and work almost from birth to
death they till the soil carry the
freight on their backs up and down the
mountains and are in fact often treat-
ed more like cattle than the animalsanimagi
themselves they submit to the whites
and axeare accustomed to be advised by
them only the fewest of these indians
can read or write and very ffewew accu-
mulate property I1 dont think the na-
tive Equadorianslans will ever be a large
consuming class their wants are few
A suit or two of cotton clothes a little
rice and meat and a cane hut in the
lowlands or one of adobe brick in the
mountains suffice for them it does not
cost much more I1 am told to raise a
child to maturity than it does on the
banks of the ganges or the nile
these civilized indians are the descend-
ants of those who were here when thespaniards conquered the country they
were even then the slaves or the sub-
jects of the incas and they seem to be
one of those races which like the fel-
lahin of egypt are ever destined to be
subject to and work for a stronger race
these indians axeare with a few excep-
tions catholics they are ruled by thepriests and a lyge part of their earn-
ings

earn-
ingff go to the church it was only
lately that protestant missionaries have
been permitted to come into ecuador
and the few here now are having a hard
time I1 met here at guayaquilGu ayaquil an earn-
est young fellow from denver who had
recently come out to do missionary
work he tells me the field is a great
one but that his reception by the peo-
ple tois far from cordial and that he has
been warned not to go to certain placesto preach or his life would be in dan-ger

I1 have spent some time in looking up
the chances here for american trade
there are practically no statistics and
it is hard to get at just whatwha the
trade of the country amounts to it
probably ranges somewhere betweenten and fifteen million dollars a year
the imports being less than the ex-
ports the bulk of the imports come
from europe and the articles we send
here are those which we can make
more cheaply and of a better qualityty
than the europeans this is especial-
ly the case with hehhardwaredwade the amer-
lean

amer-
ican hardware hasha I1 find a better
standing wherever I1 have been thanany other the axes and knives made
at hartford conn are celebrated
here and the germans and other eu-
ropeans are imitating them almost to
the trademarkstrade marks they make a much
poorer andana cheaper article and sell
chiefly by their fraudulent
the americanAme Arfirearmsearth commandcon linand thehe
highest prices and they are also imi-
tatedtat smith wesson revolvers foilneinstance have been copied by the
spaniards and labeled in large letters
smithamith wesson cartridges are to be
used with thisthin reVrevolverolvet when the
south american cucustomer who cannot
read english tois shown the revolver he
is told that it is a smith wesson
and the above words are shown him
he buys the tungun to find it uselluselessso or
that it bursts after a few shots the
genuine american revolvers 38 caliber
sell torfor 36 thin silver whitewhile the imita-
tion spanish made revolver aall9111 for

14 the mootmoat of the cottons used in
ecuador come from areat britain
about wort of english cot-
tons are consumed here every yegayear
while we do not sell worth itifauourr cotton factors would study the
market and make the goods these peo-
ple want they could easily get this
trade for our cottons are better
than the english there are practical-
ly no iron manufactoriesmanu factories in ecuador
and all ironwork and hardware must
be imported there are a few water
mills near quito which weave cotton
linen and woolen goods and also a

silk hothait factory for the quito awellaall were plug hats and black kidkigloves
here at Gu ayaquil there are a num-

ber of chocolate factories which grind
up the cocoa beans and make them irtointo
the chocolate of commerce AS tolumber I1 doubt if there is a modernsaw mill or establishment inthe country such boards as I1 haveseen made have been sawed out by
hand from the logs one man standing
on top of the log and pulling the saw
while another below furnishes the force

I1 for the downward strokes the most
of the lumber used on the coast andon this river is brought here from ore-
gon and puget sound and it often sellsas high as 10 cents a foot georgia
pine is brought around cape horn adistance I1 judge of about milesmileaall imported lumber pays a duty ofabout a cent for every eight pounds
and in addition to this one of 30 per-
cent ad valoremvaloreevalorem our chief exports
to ecuador are lumber lard kerosene
flour and barbed wire for fencing thegreat disadvantage that the unitedstates has in competing with europeurove
is in the high freight rates and in thefact that the americans do not drumup their trade by means of commercial
travelers as the europeans do prancefranceor england can send goods to the port
of ecuador for 25 shillings or abouta ton the freight rate fromnew york around the horn is 27
cents a cubic foot or nearly 12 jringold per ton while the rates by theisthmus of panama are fully one
third more the exchange on new
york Is about 6 per cent higher thanon london so that the american exeg
porter labors under decided disadvan-
tages when an lothisthmianmian canal ag
built this will be all changed in favor
of the united states and the trade ottot
this western coast of south americaAr
will come to us
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HOLY WEEK

the following timely article from tlethepen of rev father john walsh of stpeters church will be read with inter-est
the holy week in the catholic church

toIs a week fraught with tremendous in-
terest torfor all christians it is corncom

in symbol and in rev-
erent memory the church recallsrecall ththetragic events which closed the lifelife 0ofher divine founder every day tells itsown story from palm sunday to
fastereaster the interval traverses the wide
gulf that yawns between the favorite
and the hated of the kopulpopulaceice popu-
larity and ignominy hosannahhosannas of wel
come and shrieks of vengeance palin
branches and scourge and crown ofat
thorns and croescreep betrayal and execl
tion shameful death by the cross andalia
triumphant resurrection the victim in
the son of godanagod and god the execution
ereera the jewish priests and their ser-
vants roman authority connivingconiving andaard
winking at the outrage themthe injustice
sufferingsuffer insoe and death are self willed and
voluntarily submitted to inno senoasena
wae the victim helpless except
the excess of his own divine love to sutout
fer and die for the sinssine of men and to
restore to them the inheritance minbin hadha
forfeited at any moment he pleased
he could have foiled jewish brutality
and roman acquiescenceacquis cence by force or 0om-
nipotencenlni or invisibility he came to
die he chose to die and therefore hebe
elects to appear and he elects to be the
innocent lamb led to the slaughter
the growth of the divine tragedy itin

easily followed palm sunday christ
eenters jerusalem amidst the plplauditaudits
of the people with palmpalin findand
strewn garments they honestly welcome
him and give him royal reception thechek
palms of palm sunday in the hands of
Christalns express the welcome andA thi


