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household would be vastly improved by
Aunt Jane's housewifery.
ours lor a seat in Congress,
HeLEN M. GoUGAR,
Lafayette, Ind.
“\What isthe result of the advent of
women anywhere? It is attention to,and
performance of, the business in hand,
whatever it is. It would be the same in
Congress. Incidentally, the result, so
far as men are concerned, would also be
better attention to business; less time
given to the congressional bar; and tewer
= of the tactics and appearance ol a bear
garden." ks. J. C. CroLv.

It would seem that a glance back-
ward would be helpful in this attempt at
forecasting the future. What has been
the result of mixed assemblages of men
and women; the miners' camp and ali
pioneer life? Did the adveni of women
there demoralize? Did it impair the
atmosphere, marally, religiousiy, so-
cially or econ¢omically? Did it retard
progresst

if wotnen bad not gone, what would
have been the result? The churches—
were they better without women? Has
their presence there been demoralizing?
Have they hred disorder? Have they
readily entered into iniquitous and
tricky plans? Have they been easily
bought and sold? Are they costly ele-
ments in the churches? Would the
churches like to dispense with their
presence?

"1f women had not gone, what would
have been the resull? Schools—Have
women students demoral zed such
schools, colleges and universities as
have admitted them? Has the standard
been iowered, and the curricuium made
easier to suit their inferior capacities,
and enahle them 10 keep abreast with
their classmates? Perbaps the class-
mates themselves would be the more
correct testimuny in this matter. The
experiment is comparatively new and
has been fraught witn difficulties; we are
willing 10 submit it to a twenty years'
trial, and then decide ‘the resulis.’

“Where wuomen are members of con-
‘ventions, do they disturb or lower the
tone of thoughtandaction? *We have no
way of judging the luture but by the
past 'and judging by the past. what are
we to expect, if women should come 1o
Congress.” CLARA BarTON.

*No buman being can answer intelli-
gently such a question in a few words.
One result is certain; it would esiablish
tor the first time in the history of the
race a republic where equal justice to
all citizens of the state was a fact and
not a mere glittering theory. It would
be for: the first time a government ol
the people, by the people, tor the peo
ple, insiead of a government of men, by
men, for men, as it is 1oday. It would
result in removing the stigma of unfair-
ness for men. He who is not willing to
give an equal chaoce inlife to every
other human unicis a coward who has
yet to learn the meaning of jusiice and
fair dealing. It would result in proving
thait men can be manly.”

HeLEN H. GARDNER,

Boston, Mass., October sth.

"The result would be that at the first
sessiun they would vote the country into
a war—in which the men would have to
do the fighting, Yet I have oiten
thought i would vote to let women
vote.”’ W. E, CHANLLER,

UJ. S, Senator lrom New Hampsnire.

“It would depend very much on the

kind of women. If they were disciplin-
ed parliamentarians, philosophic think-
ers, trained debaters, students ot history,
acquainted with political economy, ac-
complished in oratory, and exempt from
all the Incidents of maternity, the result
might be beneficent.” F
Joun J. INGaLLs.

“My eatly and intimate acquaintance
with women has taught me that she is
always to be trusted, and is oftener right
than men are.'’ Yours truly,

D. B. HENDERsSON,
Member of Congress from Iowa.

“She would take the official cath,draw
her salary promp:ly,strive to win a good
seat in the lottery held lor that purpose,
and then would be of some account or
ol no account as a legistator, just as her
brother is.

‘‘With indusiry, ability and character
she would be valuable, without those
qualities she would only be useful on
roll call and then only after being told
how to vote.' Yours,

. G. CaNNON,
Member of Congress Irom Illinois.

“The Lord only koows.”
J. C. Burrows,
United States Senator irom Michigan.
"The presence of women in Congress
and all other legislative bodies could not
fail to be of excellent eflect. Such
scenes as disgraced the closing hours
ot the last Congress would not have been
possible had there been bonorable wo-
men among the memhers of both
houses. The objectionable female
lobbyist would disappear were there
dignified women on the commiltees to
which they now appeal.”’
LiLLiE DEvEREUX BLAKE.
“The women would have more of the
fup if they went to Congress, but "let
come what may,’they are going there,
and before long. Some oi us who be-
lieve in making the most of everythiag
good, believe in fit, too, and say ‘speed
the day.'*
MARY FAIRBROTHER,
Editor Woman's Weekly and Woman
Suflragist, lrom Nebraska.

“‘No one can predict the result until
the experiment be tried.

*'Justice demands the trial, and ab-
stract justice can safely trust the conse-
quences."”

Mrs. LoulsA SOUTHWORTH,
Woman Suffragist, from Ohio.

“If women went to Congress, among
the results would be better English,
better manners and better morals dis-
played by that body.” Yours truly,

MARGHERITA ARLINA Havmum,

“When men aud women work together
as servants of the peopie {not as spoils
seekers and toolsol corporations,) it wail
have a good effect upun both, making
men purer and women stronger. t
would give us mare just legisiation and
a nobler commonwealih.*

FraNCES ELDREDGE RUSSELL.

“Since men and women, working to-
gether harmoniously in the home and
other relations of life, secure .the best
results for humanity, it is reasonable 10
suppose that when working upon a foot-
g ot equality and freedom, similar re-
sulis wouid follow in that larger home—
the state, Women rmrght make mis-
takes. Men do; but their combined wis-
dom would reduce themtoa minimum ™

ZersLDA G, WALLACE.

Assuming that this implies woman
sufirage, ev.«ry child in the country

|
would bave a Food common school edu-
y

cation and thus be ;qualified to be a
citizen of the United States and of the
state in which he or she lived.

The liquor traffic would be abolished
by the national Constitution properly
amended and entorced by appropriate
legislation,

The American home and the Ameri-
can home market would be protected
and preserved.

Congress would become a genuine
good government club, and the problem
of the ventilation of the ball of the
House ot Representatives would be
solved without expense to the country
by the exclusion of the use of tobacco
in all its forms.

Things geperally would be about as
they now are, only cleaner and better.

HeEnry W. BLAIR.

Ex-U. 5. Senator from New Hamp-

shire.

"In my judgment, the result would,
viewed irom every possible standpoint,
be beneficial in all respects. The public
morals of Congress would be improved,
its legislation would be elevated and
liberalized in tone and character, the
rights of one-hall of those comprising
the citizenship of our country and now
unfortunalely and unjustly deprived of
all voice in making both legislators and
laws, would be better protected than
they now are and an actof long-delayed
justice would be done to this disfranchis-
ed class of our fellow citizens."”

Joun H. MiTcHELL,
U. S. Senator irom Oregon.

*“The question involves a groundless
speculation. The women of this coun-
try, as a mass, do not desire to become
members of Congress; with few excep-
tions, they do not even desire to vote,
nor to perlorm military service—these
two public duiies naturalty being attach-
ed to each other. But il such conditions
were changed; if, with the eleclive fran-
chise, representative duties were impos-
ed upon women, from my experience in
legistature I should say the result would
he the deterioration of Congress, and
the moral degradation of such of the
gentler sex as become members.”

THomas Dun ENGLISE,

Member of Congress from New Jersey,

and author of *‘Ben Bolt.”

“Women do not need to goto Con-
gress 1o have their rights protected. [
cannot imagine anything that would be
more ipjurious, more detrimental to the
moral influence and solid status of wo-
man than for her to descend irom her
exalted place in the esteem of the best
manhood and the most devoted and
enlightened sentiment of all ages unto
the low and demoralizing plane of
politics.”’ PaTRICK WALSH,

United States Senator froni Georgia.

*[ do not know but a Congress made
up solely of women would be an im-
provement, but do not think one com-
posed ©f both sexes a thing to be de-
sired.” Respectfully,

MicuaeL D. HArTER,
Ex-Congressman from QObio.

“I do not believe that it would have
any appreciable influence on the trend
of legislation if a few women were in-
terspersed among a much larger num-
ber of men, I would not attempt to
say what the effect would be if 1hey
were in the majority."”

IsiDok STRAUS,

Member of Congress from New York.

Frank G. CARPENTER.



