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"EDITORIALS.

A NEW WAY WITH A WILL.

Tir Wisconsin Legislature has un-
der conslderation a bill providing
that wwille sy be admitted to pro-
bate during the lifetime of the tea-
tator. 'The Michigan Leglslature
has already passed a measure wih
the same provlzion. Itiza new de-
partare In legislation, but we think
it 13 Heely o find favor and be fol-
owed In many Slates of the Unlon,
The scandala which cesxur through
contests over wllla of deceasad per-
sons are greatly to be deplored, and
there seems Lo >»» no betier or more
officient remedy that the Michigan
plan,

= It provides that any testator may,
by application to the Probate Couit,
have his wiil admitted to probate,
and his eapacity teasted at any time
after it is made, The helra and
other Intereeted perscns are
cited, after Lhe appHeation, to
appenr before the Court, and
a hearing 18 had in whieh any
objections to the sanity of the testa-
tor or other alleged causes of Inca-
pacity, may be made and deter-
mined, When the Court has
decided upon the capacity of the
teatator and that the wiii has been
made “without fear, fraud, impor-
tunlt{) or undne Influence,’” a dee:ee
may be issued and this, when re-
corded and attached {o the will, is of
lbo seme effect na though made
alfter the death of the testutor, and
cannot be assailed on the ground
usually set op by discontented helrs,
raelatives or legalees,

The qusrrels which (ake place
among relatives of decedents over
preperty begueathed often in plain
and simple terms, leaving no room
for dispuite by honorabls and unself-
Ieh claimants, are so frequent zud
disgusting thal a remedy like this
comes as a boon (o humanity,
and like paoat tninge which are new
and useful, the wonder iz that it
was never Lhought of and made
practical before,

Bo far a3 we have boen made ag.
quainted with the measure, it ap-
peara to us an excellent one. It does
not require that wills shall bo prov-
en befora the death of the testator,
but only that they msy. Neither
does it render compulaory the dia-
olesure of Lthe provisions of tbe will,
Thbe persons t> fnherit muat be
named, of gourse, 80 that all may
have the opportanity of declaring
objections to the capacity of the tes.
tator to make a will, Buf the ex-
.tent to which they will be benefifted
or otherwise, by the document,need
n otbe brought to light until afler
the death of the testator. Then all
chanees to break the will” by alle-
gatlons of inaanity or incapacity will
be af an end, and the scandals of
-that kXlod now s0 common wlll bs
avoided,

Every now and agaln we read of
cases where a decedent bs declared
by hia children or other heirs to
have been of unzound mind, simply
becansze he left his property ina
way dlzagreenble to them or insuffl.
clent Lo meet Lheir expectations and
administer to their ayarice, During
hla lifetime it anyone had intimated
that he was insane they would have
resented it a8 an insult, Bat as
soon a8 his body ls out of sight, in
sctambling for hia properiy they
forget all claims of Kkindred and
decency, and drag before the pubiie
gaze thinga that belong only Lo pri-
vate Jife, and distort them into
evidences of idiocy or insanity.

Ths new measure seems {o have
the great merit of making these
uoseemly disputes and this digrace.
ful klad of litigation to a great ex-
rent im possible. It will, no doubt,
be opposed by some of Lhe legal fra.
ternity, a3 It wlll render law-suits
leez freguent and do sway with
some opportunities for fat feea, But
wa think that 1t will be spproved
by the best claas of lawyers, and
will recommend iteell to the gen-
ers] publie, Leglilators in all the
Btates and Territorler will do well
to examine into 1ta provisions and
seo if It js not wisdom for them to
go and do likewlse,

UTAH CO-OPERATIOR.

We 80 geldom ece any thing at all
favorable to the majority of the peo-
ple of Utah in a Ban Franclsco paper,
that we are surprised at the follow-,
ing, which 'we elip from the Ala
California:

%]t ia one of the anomalles of Mor-
monism that the only great suocess
fn co-operation which has been
apghieved In America hes been by
this eect In Utah, albeil so littis is
koown of the matier ontside of the
‘Territory, that when Gen, Barnard
was hunting for examples of A meri-
can ¢o operation for hia beok on thag
subject, he tever once thought of
mentiopipg Utah, Yet each Mor-
mon village and hamlet bas its co-
operative and meroantile inatitation
wherein every mechanic and farmer
has a emall share. They natorally
all trade with the establishment in
which they ate interested, and thia
assures ite prosperity, at the same
time making It almott impossible
for an outside trader to come in and
compete. For this resson the co
operative enterprises of the Mor-
mons sre disilked by the Gentiles
and commonly spoken of ay an il-
lustiration of Mormon c¢lannishnesa
and intolerance.

Itis true that the religlons snd
commercial ideas of the Baints work
together very handily, the influence
of the Church being lent to sustain
the ce-operotive stores,and the latter
teaching and helplng to maintain
the solidarity [of the religious
fabric. But it would not ke just to
treat Mormon co-operation as merely
& proof of bigotry and exclusive-
nesgs. If co-operation is preached to
working men inother parte of the
wotld as the moet udvantageous
typs of indusirial organization, why
should if not be equally commend-
able in Utah? Moreover, co-opera-
tion has been of incalculabla asaist-
ance to the peopla of Utah,in enabl.
ing men of small mesus to obtain
credit and szccumulate property
when they could not have done so
in other ways.

A poor immligrant from Xurope,
by jolnlng a co-operative Inatitution
and taking a small tract of land, can
get advances and be ‘‘casrled over,"”
43 they say in the agricultural re-
glone, pntil he has had time to make
acrop and get reiurns., It is also
reasonable to suppeose that the noti-
ceable inflaence which cc-operation
haa every where elze exerted to make
the industrial population f.ugal and
saving, has exteted in full degree in
the Utan community,””

i word of the Lord in cominanding

diminlshed, and ke Hand of
Providence was manifested in Jits
protectlon, consolidation and in.
creace in & more elgnal manner than
ever before.

The persecutions and trjbulations
through which It bad psssed were
ovarruled by the Almghty for its
excceding beneflit. It was elevated
on high, ['he place of iis people’s
defence became *¢ the muniions of
rocks’; ¢ pread was given urto
them, thelr waters were made
sure *; ¢ the wilderness and the
rolilary placo were made glad for
them*; % streams brake oub and
waters, In the desert ’; ¥ joy and
gladness were found thereln,thanks-
giviog and the volce of melody.”
*Tue mountain of the Lord’a honse™
wad established #5in the tops of the
mountaine” and to it came people
from sl natfons that they might
“learn of Hls ways and walk in His
paths,” and here they wers free to
carry out the work yrevealed to the
Prophet Joseph, and build upan the
foundation which he laid, ‘To this
both lsaders, and people diligent)y
applied themselvee, and God work-
ed with them, confirming the woid
with eigns following and giving the
lestimony of the truth to all who
received the gospel under their
teaching, in every land and elime,

There was no wreak in the con-
{lnuance of the Church. Nelther
was there any token that the Lord
bad withdrawn Himsell from His
people. The “Josephites’’ gnote the

the batlding of the Tempie at Nau-
voo: ““And if you do not these
things at the end of the appoint-
ment, ¥e shall ba refected ma g
Chureh with your desu, saith the
Lord your (dod. ' And against al)
the certain slyns and proufs to tbe

and certain sesurances to Hila ser-
vants and Balnts that the power of
this Priesthood was revealed f‘n
the last days and for the Jast time;”
thatthis kingdom should**not be pre-
valfed against, but should prevall;”
that it should *'nst be left toanother
people;” that the keys thereot were
not only given to the Presidency
but to the Twelve, in connection
with the Priesthood from the begin-
ning, being eent down from heaven®
unto them *last of all.” It was
“never to be taken aguain from the
earth until the sons of Levi do offer
unto the Lord an offerlpng in righ-
teousnesa.” ¢Fear not little Aock,”
aaid the Lord, “the kingdom 1s yours
until I come,”” Tha whole tenor of
the revelations in the Doetrine and
Covenants is le the same effect as
these quointicns. It war under-
stood from the first that transgres.
sors should be dealt with from, the
grealest unto the Jeast, but the.
Caurch and Kingdom of God set ap
on the earth should remain, *‘no
more to be thrown down for ever,””

Nelther did the death of the Pro-
phef Jo-eph aflect the organization
of the Church. It would be a poor
gystem that depended upon the
iife of one man or two o thiee men.
Even the death of tbe Bavlor, the
head of the primitive Christian
Chaurch did not eftect the organiza-
tion therecof; it continued and grew
and increased as has the latter-day
Church under slinliar ¢ircamstances,
and llke the lree springing from the
grain of mustard eeed, flourish.
ed and spread forth when wa-
tered by the blood of martyrdom.

-——._.__:‘_‘-_‘_-_é
nlar indlvidual? Not one, [
general bleesing npon Jaseph, ! °
terity, predicated, like a1l bl
and coniingent, upon the fgu, !
ness and obedience of the regy *
Bot the context showsa that {5 &
cial blesslng here allnded w.]'
inheritance in the Nauveo f
from generation to generatiy] ©
“Joseph and his reed;” a hong;
afterwards by the faith, pui’
means And sacrifices of thy) *
and people whom Joseph’s el
sfler reaping the frulta ofyf
labor for years, s now seekly
Injure by il the means at big
mand. :

However lhereare rghts o
itance in the Prleathood thy
wonld be the lagt to deny
descends nnder certain regu
from father to son, the s|'_
baving prior rights, Thyp
Prlesthood held by & man ¢
descends to his sons born
covenanl, the flret-born hy
claim apon it, atter complyin|
the conditione. Bat sup |
argument’s pake that Jos

The Quorum of the First Preridency
was dissolved by the death of Joseph
and Hyrum, but the Quorum of toe

contrary, they gratmitously zssert
that the Lord did reject the Chureh
and its dead, But the Tempie, on
the negleot to bulld which this pro-
visional curse was previcaled, was
erected by the Baints, and the ordi-
nances revealed for the living and
the dead were adminiztered fherein,
88 & cloud of witnessea can teslify.
And even if It had not been fally
completed, the Church labcred on
it faithfally, incessantly, aud ander
the most geadvantageous clrcum-

THE CHURCH AND II8
COUNTERFEIT.

WE print to-dsy an open letter to
certain *‘Josephites,” written by
Brother 1.,0Q. Littlefleld aud pub-
lished in she Utsh Journal of Aprl
27. Werecommend it for perusal to
all persons who are interested in the

question of the origin, In this
Church, of the doctrive of celestial
marriage, Connected with this
snbject are two theorles on which
the “*Josephite™ movement is Lased,
uamely,the alleged necessity for the
reorganization to the Church, and
the succession of the Presidency by
lineage. We look upon them ns
transparent fallacies, and will offer
& few reasons for our views.

“The “Jeosephile” movement is
called the **Reorganized Church of
Jesus Ohrist of Lutter-day =aints.”
Its very name pre-supposvs, what
Its memberz claim, that the original
Churoh of Jesus Uhrist of Latter-
day Saints was disorganized, When
did the event take place? We know
nothing of any such ocourrence.
The expulsion of the Sainta
from Nauyoo did not disorgan-
izo the Church or aflect fta
constitution in the slightest degrea.
If it is claimed that the removal of
the great body of the Church from
Illinois was its disorganization, then
1t must have been disorganized sev-
eral times,having been forcibly, re-
moved from eeveral places previous
to Its location at Naovoe. But it
wai never clalmed in the days of
Joseph the Prophat that the Church

was  dlsorganized when the ma-
Jorlty of lis members was driven
from Missouri, nor at any time of its
perescution snd expulsion,

When the body of the Church
moved from Naavoo, it simply
changed its location, as it had done
before, the Courch Iemaining intact
with its organization unimpaired.
The authorities which managed ite
atlalrs, and every essential to tts per-
petuauon, continaed in It and ui-
Tected and animated It. The Priest-
bood in all l{s qQuorums and councilg
—exocepting for a little 2eason that of
the Firat Preeidency—officiated In
the various callings and dutiles per-
taining thereunto, the work of pros-
elytism and gathering went op, the
Bpirlt that inspired the Church at

every previous stage of lig

atanees, until tbe very time when
they were driven by their enemies,
58 they had previously heen driven
frecm Mlissourl, out into the blesk
awi inhospitatle wilderness, And
84 & proviso to thie law of (God with
ita peualty, wo find in the same
revelation:

“Verlly, verlly I eay unto you,
That when [ give a commandment
toany of the sons of men, te do &
work in my name, and those sons of
men go with ail their might, and
with al! they have, to perform that
work, and cerse not their dlliigence,
and thelr enemies come upon them,
aud hinder them from performing
that work; behold, it behoveth me
to require that work no more at the
hands of those sone of men, but to
agcept of their offerings.” (Doc. and
Cov. Bec. cxxlv, v, 49,

This Js good common sense; sound
Justice any the word of the Lord. It
applies to the cuse of the Tamples

Twelve, with Its President designat-
ed by revelation, was In full force

aond, according o the order of the

Prieathood *“was equal in authotity”

to the First Presidency, and ex preas-
ly endowed with power Lo **bulid up
the Church and regulate nll the ai1-
taire of the same in sl nations”
{Doc. and Cov. Bec, ovil.) Whea the
itirat Presidency is in active exiat-
enca the Twelve with all other
quuruin- sod counclls are under i
UM el t. But whean the flret
quorum i8 dissolved the next suc-
veeds, Lecause the Church was or-
ganiz=d for prepetuity and the order
of the Priestitood s arranged with
that grand objeet In vilew, Thus
the disorganization of any guorum
or council does not and cannot die-
organize the Church, but each and
every quorum may be et In order
agein under the keys and aathorliy
given for that purpose, The Quoram
of the First Presiuenocy grows out of
the Melchisedek Priesthiood.

trhree Presiding High Priests
chozen by the body, arpointed and
ordained lo that oilice, and upheld
by the faith, confldence and prayer
of the Church,form aquorum of the
Pre-zidency of the QCbarch, (Deoc.
and QOoc. Hec. ovil, ver 22).

After the Twelve, as the Preslding
High Council saccordlng to the re-
velation, had beeu in cherge of the
{hurch for eome time, finizshing the
Temple, oificiating therein and reg-
ulating the work of God in all na-

which should bave been buili a¢
Far West and Independence, in Mis-
souri,and to every other work which
the Lord hon required or may re-
guire of “any of the sons of men.”
The object of the Temple is shown
in the revelation. That object was
measarably accomplished., ¢iThe

suointings and washings, and bap-
tiem for the dead, and the sclemn
assemblies,’”’ were all aitended to ip

tionse, the First Presidency was re-
orgsnised according to the plan and
patiern desigoated. The game
couree was repeated after the death
of President Young., The position
ig lmpregnable. The Church con-
tinues, If {ts earthly head isre-
moved from any cauee it has vitality
and power o bring forlth anoiher,
and so with any of ita essential
parts, that it may never perish nor

that holy honse, many of whioh, if
not all, are now repudiated and
scoffed at by the persons pretending
to have reorganized the Charch, and
who have donenothing towardelaven
attempting to carry out the prinel-
ples and purposes of the revelation
from which they mske the solitary
quotation that we have here ex-
plained,

That the Lord did not reject the
Churchk nor Its dead fs evident to
those who have eyes tocee, for the
blessings, and endowments, aud
sacred ordinances for both the living
and the dead have been continoed
in the Chureh, and have been and
are now adminiztered In the holy
places which the Lord has parmit-
ted his people to build in these
Btnkes of Zion, the keys apd nu-
thority to attend to whiech have re-
mained with the Priesthovd that
administer here, and with them
alone! Hete Is the pelld enbstance
of that power and authority; and
the prelended re-organization of
something that was never disorgan-
iz:d, has but “the shadow of a
shade.”

The Lord, from the beginning of

Progress lucreased rather than

the Ohurch, gave the most solemn

be materially affected by the vio-
lence of the wicked, the transgrea-
aion of any of itsa officers or mem.
bers, change of location or any tria!
or vicissitude through which it may
be called to pasa,

The thoory of & reo;ganization of a
Church that has never been and
cannot be disarganized, ls only sur-
passed in abenrdity by the theory
that Joseph Bmlth’s son sacceeds by
lineage to the Presidency of the
Church. There is no such thing in
the order of the Prieethood. If the
son of the First President must ano-
ceed in that office theprinciple wonld
hold gcod in every Quorum and
#take aod Ward and Conference of
the Church and what wounld this
lead t0? But the revelatiom will be

quoted which &ays, concerning
Joseph the Prophet:

#For this anofating have I pnt ap-
on his head, that his bleseing shall
alsa be put upon the head of his
posterity after him.” (Doo. & Cov.
¢, xxiv, v. 67.) :

Does this refer t0 presiding over

the Church? Not in the remotest
degree. Doe¢n It specify any partic-

son of Joseph Bmlth, had
bimeelf worthy of the ble
here ls the word of the Lord: |
“‘Again I say unto you,th
shall not Le given toany oaxel
forth to preach my Gospel,d
kuiid up my Charsh, exceyt
ordained by some one whohs
thorlty, and it is known |
Oherch that he has authoris:
has been regéllarly ordained fy
heads of the Church. (Doc,eedd
sec, x 11, v il.)
«‘And this ghall be a law
that ye receive not the te
any that ehall come beforew,
revelations or commendnied¥y
this I give nnto yon that you,,
not_be deceived; for vertly [ m
to yon that he that fs ordaks
me shall ecome in at the gatenl
ordained as I have lold you b
(Bee. x1il}, v 5-7.) '
Under these directlons, bafos
son can receive the Priestkoodi
by the father, or any Prlestho;d
all, he must be e
cated and ordained by thoee ¢
knowledged to have winutiy
the Charch. Bat this claimang
clares that there was no Chod
ordain him; that it was dem
jzed. How dld he obtalmay
natlon? Under persons waa|
beten excommunieated from}’
Chureh for transgression, asd:
had no more authority tog
any one than an uabaplizd g,
rian, Again., Thoss who
to ordain him never had ths
ity of the Apostleshipand &
of Presidency; and eve
were not apostates and ex
icante, could not bestow th
they never poscessed. -He [
sides over the Church m
the fulness of the Priesth
all the keyeand powers of thed!
tleship, which have remaim
the Church from the daye fn%:
they were conferred upon thel]
phet Joseph till now, buty:
never bestowed uwpon those
sumptuous persons who pf°
present Joseph at the head of )
connterfeit organization.
Furtiber; 1f the son of the o
had proven bimselfl worthy b

lowing in the footsteps of hisfls.
had “come in at the gateasdll
been called and ordained in£e ¥’
appointed to the falom of g
Priesthood held by the Frophe 1’
would not even then tolow ¥
DEecesRAry OC0nSequencd that |
would be called to preside off
Church. Heirship relates toB
hood, tbut does not involve
dency. Priesthood and preth)
are two different things, M
can preside in or over this (¢
withont the Priesthood, butk
may have the Priesthood '
residency. What might!
een, if the son of the Prop|
taken the only legitimate o
obtain the keys and powenl;
Holy Melchisedek Priesthoodl”
for us tosay. Bot the facts it
he holds neither Prisstho
prasideney to<day. If he bsd
understanding of the doetrine!
Priesthood as received and®
by his father, he would p&
the fallacy of his clalma, the
Jack of authority in the o
tion which he was appointed® .
by presumptoous men who i
the prestlge of his name w*
i
A

thelir purpose, and the wide
larity of the cause hw rep
to the grand and glorions®’
introduced by Joseph the P
continued by President Youof*
now expsnding while conwiis
under the leadership of
Taylor, whose blood minglet®
that of the martyrs ia the
at Carthage.

Take away the two theories |
we have here exploded, and "




