
5wiesTIES zae may

editorials4

A llewliewstew WAY WITH A WILLwilt
tehtee wisconsin legislature hashns un-
derdepdee consideration a bill providing
that willswilla mayinay bebie admitted to pro-
bate during the lifetimelife of the tes-
tator the michigan legislature
hashab already passed a measure viwihh
the same provision it is a new de-
parture in legislation but wowe think
it laIs likely to findand favor and be fol
owed in many states of the union

scandalslj which cocosurur through
contests over willavilla of decedeceasedasad per-
sons

per-
sona are greatly to be deplored and
there seems to be no better or more
onnofflelentefficient remedy that the michigan
planplarl
it provides that any testator may

by application to the probate court
have his will admitted to probate
and his capacity tested at any time
after it is madendeade the heirs and
other interested persons are
cited after the application to
appear before the courtco urt and
a hearing Isia had in which any
objections to the sanity of the testa-
tor or other alleged causes of inca-
pacity may be made and deter-
mined when the court has
decided upon the capacity of the
testator and that the will has been
made without fear fraud impor-
tunity or undue influence a decree
maybomaybemay be issued and thiathis when re-
corded and attached to the will is of
the iamebamesame effleeffectct as though made
after the death of the testator and
cannot be assailed on the ground
usually selsei up by discontented heirs
relatives or legateeslega tees

the quarrels which take place
among relatives of decedentsdece dents over
propertypr bequeathed often in plain
and simple terms leaving no room
for dispute by honorable and unself-
ish claimants aroarc so frequent andarld
disgusting that a remedy likoilko this
comes as a boon to humanity
and like moatmost laings which are new
and useful the wonder is that it
was never thought of and made
practical before

so far as we have been made ac-
quaintedquain ted with the measure it upap
peara to us an excellent one it doesdoea
not require that wills ahaushall bobe prov-
en before the death of the testator
but only that they may neither
does it render compulsory the dladiadis-
closure of the provisions of the will
the persons to inherit must be
named of coursed so that all may
have the opportunityopp of declaring
objections to the capacity of the testeb

to make a will but the ex-
tent to which they will be benebenentfIttedted
or otherwise by the document need
n oabe brought to light until after
the death of the testator then all
chances to break the will by alle-
gations of insanity or incapacity will
beatbe at an end and the scandals of
that kind now so common will beba
avoided

every now and again we read of
casescased where a decedent is declared
bybehlahishii children or other heirs to
have been of unboundunsound mind simply
because he left his property in a
way or
clentment to meet their expectations and
administer to their avarice durinaduring
hlahis lifetime if anyone bad intimated
that he was insane they would havehav
resented it as an insult butbat as
soonboonboonasas his body toia out of sight in
scrambling for hlahib property they
forget all claims of kindred and
decency and drag before the public
gabgaze things that belong only to pri-
vate life and distort them into
evidences of idiocy or insanity

the new measure seems to have
the great merit of making these
unseemly disputes and this dagracedlgrace
ful kind of litigation to a groatgreat ex
rent impossible it will no doubt
be opposed by some off the legal fra-
ternityternity as it will render lawsuitslaw suitssuitsaults
less frequent and do away with
some opportunities for fat fees but
we think that it will be provedapprovedup
by the beavbest class of lawyers and
will recommend itself to the gen-
eral public legislators in all the
states and territories will do well
to examine into its provisions and
see if it Isia not wisdom for them to
go and do likewise

UTAH CO

we so seldom bceree any thithingng at all
favorable to the majority of thothe peo-
ple of utahatah in a ban francisco paper
that we are surprised at the fofollow11

ing which we clip frotrofroitzhefromithethetho riiarifa
ri tcalifornia

ifftit is one of the anomalies of mor-
monism that the only great success
in operationcooperationco which has been I1

achieved in america has been by
thishis hect in utah albeit soeo little Is
known of the matter outside of the
territory that whenshengenwhenGengen barnard
waswab hunting for examples of ameri-
can co operaticoperationri for his book on that
subject he never once thought of
mentioning utah yet eaeachi

ch mor-
mon village and hamlet hasbas its co-
operative0pera tIve and mercantile institution
wherein every mecmeemechanichanlehanie andrind farmer
has a smallemail sharesnare they naturally
all trade with the establishment in
which they wenie interested and thisthid
assures its prosperity at the bamesame
time making it almost impossible
for an outside trader to come in and
compete for this the co
operative enterprises of thetha mor
monsmons are disliked by hethe gentiles
and commonly spoken of aa an il-
lustration of mormon clannishnessclannish
and intolerance

it is true that the religions and i

commercial ideas of the saints work
together very handily the influence
of the church being lentlont to bustam
the cocc operative the latter
teaching and helping to maintain
the solidarityBOlI darity bof the religious
fabric but it would notnoticebe just to
treat mormon co operation as merely
a proof of bigotry and oxeexeexclusiveelusive
nessnesb itif operationcooperationco laIs preached to
working men in other parts of the
world as the most advantageous
type of industrial organization why
should it not be equally commend-
able in utah moreover co opera
tion has been of incalculable assist-
ance to the people of utahn enabl-
ing men of small means to obtain
credit and accumulate property
when they could not have done soeo
in other wayswaya

A poor immigrant from europe
by joining a operativecooperativeco institution
and taking a small tract of land can
get advances and be carcarriedcairiescai ried over
as they say lain thetha agricultural re-
gions until hohohashohnshas had time to make
a crop and get returns it Isia also
reasonable to suppose that the noti-
ceable influence which operationcooperationco
has everywhere else exerted to make
the industrial population fugal and
ssvingbavingving has existed in full degree in

I1 the utan community

THE CHURCH AND ITS
counterfeit

wuWE print todayto day inon open letter to
certainccertain 96 josephJosephitestebleb written by
brother I1 0 littlefield and pub
fished in the utah journal of april
27 we recommend it for perupervperusalsalbal to
all parsonspersons who are interested inili the
ququestioneastlon of the origin in this
church of jhb doctrine of celestial
marriage connected with this
subject are two theories on which
the I1 josephjjosephinojosephiJosephitotorltell movement is based
nam elythe alleged necessity for the
reorganization to the chunhchurch and
the succession of the presidency bbyy
lineage we look upon them as
transparent fallacies and will onnerofner
a few reasons for our vievia ws

the josephite movement is
called the Ite church of

of latterbatten day saints
its very name prepropresupposessupposes what
itsitt members claim that the original
church of jesusjosua christ ofor latter
day saints was disorganized when
did the event takeetake place we know
nothing of any such occurrence
thetha expulsion of the saintssainta
from nauvoo did not
aza the church or its
constitution in thetha slightest degree
if it is claimed that the removal of
the great body of the church from
illinois was its disorganization then
it must have been disorganized sev-
eral timesshaving been forcibly xeie
moved from several places previous
totoilstollsits location at nauvoo butnat it
waswag never claimed in the days of
joseph the prophet that the church

ma-jority of its members waswag drivenfrom Mismissourisouris nor at any time of itspersecutionparee cation and expulsion
when thoghe body of the churchmoved from natiVati it simplychanged its location as it had donebefore the church remaining intactwith its organization unimpaired

the authorities which managed its
afnaafraaffairsirsirb and every essential to
petua Uonnon continued in it and ului
erected and animated it the priest-
hood in all its quorums and councils

excepting for a little geasonceason that of
the first presidency officiateonnicoffic latel1 inthe various callings and duties perporgning thereunto the work of pros-
elytism and gathering went on thespiritpinit that inspired the church atevery previous stage of its
progressS increased rather thanthau

diminished and the hand of
providence was manifested in its
protection consolidation and in-
crease in a more signal manner than
ever before

the persecutions and tribulations
through which itft had passed were
overruled by thothe almighty for its
exceedingg benefit it wasvas elevated
on high the place of itsUs peoplespeopled
defence became 16 the munitions of
rocks 11 bread was given unto
them otheirtheir waters merewereexe made
sure 11 19 the wilderness and the
solitaryEoll taryiary place were made glad for
them 2 it esthitreams brake out and
waters in the desert joy and
gladness were found
giving and the voice of melody

the mountain of the ardaL irdle house
was established in the tops of the
mountains and to ititt came people
from all nations that they might

learnbearn of his ways and walk in wismis
paths and here they were free to
carry out the work revealed to the
prophet joseph and build upon the
foundation which he laid to this
both leaders and people diligently
applied themselves and god work-
ed with them confirming the word
with signs following and giving the
testimony of the truth to all who
received the gospel under their
teaching in every land and clime

there was no break in the con-
tinuancetinuance of the church Neitneltneitherlrwas there any token that the lord
had withdrawn ahihimselfadelf from his
people thetha jo the
word of thehe lord inm commanding
the buildingof the temple atau
vomvow andanaand it you do not these
things at the end of the appoint-
ment yoye shall be rejectederected as a
church with yourour desudead eaithbalth the
lord your god I1 and against all
the certain signs and proofs to the
contrary they gratuitously essertassert
that the lord did reject the church
and its dead but the temple on
the neglect to build which this pro-
visional curse was predicated 3 was
erected by the saints and the ordi-
nances revealed fortor the living and
the dead wenowere administered ththereinbrein
asaasuaa a cloud of witnesses can testify
and even if it had not been fully
completed the church labored on
it faithfully and under
the anost circum 1

stances until the very time whenwhenn
were driven by their

as neyheyahey had previously been drivell
from missouri cut into the bleak
andaud inhospitably wilderness and
as a proviso to this law ot god with
its penalty wovo find in thothe same
revelation

9 verily verily I1 bayeny unto you
that when I1 give a commandment
to any of the bonabons of men to do a

in my name and those sons of
men go with all theirthein might and
with all they have to perform that
work and cease not their dilligencegonce
and their enemies comecoma upon them
and hinder them from performing
that work behold it behovetsbehoboho veth me
to require that work no more at the
handa of those bonabons of men but to
accept of their doc and
cov bee exxie v 49

this Isits good common benseronse sound
justice and the word of the lord it
applies to the case of the temples
which should have been built at
far west and independence in migmis
sourland to every other work which
the lord haahns required or may re-
quire of any of the sons of men
the object of the temple is shown
in the revelation that object was
measurably accomplished the
anoint ings and washings and bap-
tism for the dead and the solemn
assemblies were all attended to in
that holy house many of which if
not all are now repudiated and
scoffed at by the persons pretending
to have reorganized thothe church ananna
who have done nothing towardslevenflaven
attempting to carry out the princi-
ples and purposes of the revelation
from which they make the solitary
quotation that we have here ex-
plainedpla ined

that thourlthetho lord did not reject the
church nor its dead is evident to
those who have eyes to seefee for the
blessings and endowments and
sacred ordinances for both the living
and the dead have boenbeen continued
in the church and have beenbean and
armamm now administered in the holy
places which the lord has permit-
ted hishia people to build in these
stakesstates ofofelonzion the keys and au-
thority to attend to which have re-
mained with the priesthood that
administer here and with them
adonealong f here iuiti the belldsolid substance
of that power and authority and
the pretended reorganizationorganizationre of
something that was never disorgan-
ized has but the shadow of a
shade

the lordlond from the beginning of
the church gave the mostingot solemn

11

and certain assurances to his ser-
vants and saintasaints that the power of
thisthia priesthood wasgas revealed in
the last days and for the last time
that this kingdom should not be pre
availed against but should prprevailevall
that it should grnanot be leftloft to another
people that the heyskeys thereof were
not only given to the presidency
but to the twelve in connection
with the priesthood from the begin-
ning being bent down from heaven
untoonto them last of all it wastwab
never to be taken again from the

earth until the sonsbons of levi do offer
unto the lord an offering in righ-
teousness 31 fear not little flock
said the lord the kingdom is yours
until I1 come the whole tenor of
the revelations in the doctrine and
covenants Isia to the samebame effect avae
these quotations it was under-
stood from thothe first that
bors should bobe dealt with from the
greatest unto the least but the
church and kingdom of god setbet up
on the earth should remainromain no
more to be thrown down for ever

neither did the death of thetha pro-
phet josepheph affect the organization
of the church it would be a poor
system that depended upon the
ilfelife of oneono man or two or threethieo men
even the death of the savior the
head of the primitive christian
church did not affect the organiza-
tion thereof itft continued and grew
and increased as hwhs the latter day
church under similar circumstances
and like the tree springing froinfrom the
grain of mustard beedseed flourish-
ed and spread forth when wa-
tered by the blood of martyrdom
the quorum of the first presidency

was dissolved by the death of joseph
and hyrum but the orof tiletrie
Twelve with itsita presPiespresidentident designat-
ed by rerevelationvelavein tion was inia full force
ancantand1 according to the order of ththe
priesthood was equal in authority
to the first presidency and I1

lyjy endowed with power to build up
the church and regulate all the rtai
taira of the bamesame in all nations
doc and cov sec evil when the

first presidency lais in active exist
enedenod ahethe twelve with all other
muruin and councils axeare under itsils

but when the ant
quorum is dissolved the next suc-
ceeds the church was or-
ganized and the order
of the priesthood Isia arranged with
that grand object in view thus
ththee disorganization of any quorum
or council doesdoets not and cannot dis-
organize the church but each andadd
everyeven quorum may be set in order
againapin under the keys and authority
given for that purpose the quorum
of the first presidency grows out of
thetha Melchi bedeksedek priesthood

ahree presiding high4
priests

chazon by the body arpointedappointed and
ordained to that office and upheld
by the fafaithfalthith confidence and prayer
of the a quorum of the
presidency of the church doc
and coc bee avii ver 22

after the twelve as the presiding
high council according to the re-
velation had been in charge of the
church for bomesome umetime finishing thetho
temple officiating therein and reg-
ulating the work of god in all na-
tions the first presidency wabwas re-
organized accarding to thetha plan and
pattern designated the same
course was repeated after the death
otof president boungoung the position
is impregnable the church con-
tinues itif its earthly head is re-
moved from any cafeo it has vitalityvItallty
and powerpowen to bring forth another
and soeo with any otol ita
parts that it may never perish nornon
be materially affected by the vio-
lence ofcf the wicked the transgres-
sion of any of its officers or memmom
bersbehs change of location or any trial
or vicissitude through which it may
be called to pass

the theory of a reorganization of a
church that has never been and
cannot be is only burhur
passed in absurdity by the theory
that joseph hs sonbon succeeds by
lineage to the presidency of the
church there is no buchsuch thing in
the order of the priesthood if the
eon of the first Prealpresidentdentdont must bucsuo
aeed in that office the principle would
hold good in every quorum and
stalle and ward and conference of
the church and what would this
lead to but the revelation will be
quoted which saysbays concerning
Jjoseph the prophet

eorfor ththisIs anointing have I1 put uup-
on his head that hishla blessing shall
also beba put upon the head of his
posterity after him doc cov
c v 5767

bjes this refer to presiding overovon
the church not in the remotest
degree loesjoes it specify any

ular individual not one itigeneral blebieblessingwing upon Josephgj
predicated like all blbesbea c

and contingent upon the fl1 I1
t

ness and obedobediencelenee of the reciarecia c

but the context showsshobho ws that q
claicial blessing here alluded to I1r e

inheritance in the nauvoo W
from generation to generation E

joseph and his aeed a holhow
afterwards by the faith phipalpai
means and sacrifices of theathelthe it

t
and people whom jojosephs c

after reaping the fruits ot I1
t1

labor for years Isia now t
injure by all thothe means at hbhij
mand

however there are rights otiolk
ilance in the priesthood tath I1

would be the last to betydeddec I1

descends under certain regu 1

from father to sonbon the fit
having prior rights thuathui
priesthood held by a man of

descends to hishia sons born j
covenant thetho alnet born imilwi
claim upon it attenalten complying
the conditconditionionsfons butnut supposes
argumentsargumentla sake that josfjosi
son of joseph smith had
himself worthy of the birikbirt
here Isia the word otof the lord

againawagain I1 say unto you thtin
shall not be given to any oneoneti
forth to preach my gospegospel tlr
build up my church except h j

ordained by somebomesomeoneone who hsibi
thodhoritythorlrityty and it is known tottetip
church that he hasbas auauthorialthorlo
liashas been regularly ordained bgbit

heads of the church doc anda
secbec willwiil V liii 1

and this shall be a lauw
that ye receive not the testei aj
any that shall come before m1
revelations or
this I1 give unto you that yott
not be deceived for verily I1 saji
to you that he that is13 ordains
me shall come lain at the gate saMS

ordained as I1 havohave told you teit
pvcsee v 577

under these befort
son can receive the
by the father or any
all he must be tcalled and ordained lythoteaitrai

to lave
theth church bulbil this claimant
eiaclaclaresresles that there was no chord
ordain him that atvasit was disadiso

jred how did he obtain anatisti
nation under persons ahovhowhai
been excommunicated fronfrom

church for aaiand u11

had no more authority totoddtoedcd

any one than an is
rian again those who pretest

to ordain him never had thenthet 1
1

ity of the Apostleshipand W1

evelliaiialivotof presidency and evelevcic
were not apostates and exeeross
mcants could not bestow thatthamthim
they never possessed hebbhowy
bidesaldes over the church musli
the falness of the
all the keys and powers of the k

which have remain
the churchcharch from the days inanilf
thetheyy werewerd conferred upon thel
phetphet joseph till now butbuibutiI1
never bestowed upon thuethug
sumptuous personspersona who pdtpul

present joseph at the head of f6
counterfeit organization

further it the bonson of thethemld
had proven himself worthy lj
owinglowing lain the footsteps of his fack

had come in at the gate wa
been called and ordained toin ae 15
appointed to the bulnesfuin idtlot V

priesthood held bybyththeerroenro
would not even therltheritatheditorito I1
necessary consequence thalthat
would be called to preside orgow
church relates to B
nood but does not involvedinvolve f
dency priesthood and pream

sireare two different things no

can preside in or over thibthia it0
without thetho priesthood butbul
may have the priesthood wlis
presidency what might I1

been if the son of the
taken thea only legitimate confcods

obtain the keyskeya and powen
holy Melchi sedek
for usua to baysay but the facts s0
he holds neither FrIestpriesthoodhooihood

presidencydencydeney todayto day if he ho
understanding of the doetrifle
priesthood amaa received sa
by his father he would trepta

the fallacy of his claims the

lack of authority in the orgilorp

tion which he waswaa appointed WV

by presumptuous men whomwhonwho tiatha

the prestige of hishia name dodlwo wtheir purposeee and the wide
larity of the cause hho0 refrep
to the grand and gloriousgiordotsdois

lneirl

introduced by joseph the wr
continued by president
now expanding while bongolleonconrlgoll

under the leadership of ff g
taylor whose blood mingled Pf
that of the martyrs in the tra

at carthageCartoarthagehago
take away the two theories

we have herehero explodedexplodedi anandd


