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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITHseith
1 JULYTuly 1842

Aillalilearthquake was recently eileitfeitell iuin dumblaneDum blane
cathedral near Corrcoricomroirleitle scotlandulandfland

mondaysmonday august L1 A most disgraceful riot
is reported to have commencedcommented in philadelphia
between the colored and white people which
continued three or four days

wednesday 3 in the city transacting a
variety of business in comcompanypatyeaty with general
jamesjamms adams and others Mignigbrigadieradieradler general
mison law elected major general of the nau
yooTOO legion by a small majority over lyman
IVihylglitight in place of J G bennett cashieredcashiered

thursday 4 in company with 15 others
learnina swordvord exercise with colonel brewer and
attending to ait veriety of business

friday 5 engaged in a variety of bubusinesssiness
and at gingln the evening presided inili the citycity coullcoun
eiltitjl counselor taylor brought forward ai bill to
regulate proceedingsin the municipal court
anderunder habeas corpus the bill was read the first
time and upon motionrnoino lonion arfur a second reading it
was referred i to a select committee namely Aal-
derman spencer andaud t counselors taylor and
william law to report therrontheiron at the next sil-
ting

sit-
ting of council I1

saturday 6 passed over the river to mon
trosel iowa in company with general Adaradamsrisi
colonel brewer and others and witnessed tilehie
installation of the officers of the rising sun
lodgelodgy of ancient york at montrose by
general james adams deputy grand master of
illinois 1 while tilethe deputy grand master was
engaged in giving the requisite instructions to the
masternaster elect I1 had a conversation withawith a numbernumberofof
brethren itini thetiie shade of the huilhullbuildingding onoix the subject
0of our persecution in missouri and the constant
annoyance which has followed us since we merevere
driven from that state I1 prophesied thitth it the
saints would continue to sulterfuffer much affliction
and would be drivendrivell lo10 the rocky mountains
many would apostatize others would be put to
death by our persecutors or lose thetheirir lives in
ponconsequencesequence of disease and some of
you will livealivetoto sgo0 and assist in making settle-
ments and buildhulid cities and see the saints become
a mightylighty people in the midst of the rocky moun-
tains

Ssunday 7 at home through the day
1monday 8 this forenoon I1 was arrested by

thetile dedeputy sheriff ofor adams county and two
assistants on a warrant issued by governor car-
lin founded onaon requisition from governor rey
bolds of ATIV gouriouri upon the affidavit of ex gogov

antior bog complaining of the said smith as
beingg anan accessory beforebegore the fact to an assault

wiwithth an intentlatent to kill made by one 0 crockwellPPR
onoil lilburn IV boggs on the night of the sixth
of mtvM tv AD 1842 brother rockwell was ar
restresirestededatat the same timetima as principal Therthereewaswagwas
DOijo evasion of the officers though the municipal
court issued a writ of habeas corpus according
to thetho constitution of the state article 8 and
section 13 this writ demanded the bodies of

smithinith and rockwell to be brought before
the aforesaid court but these officers refused to
co so and finally without complycomplyingincinz they left
them in the care of the marshal wit hott the
olgaigoriginalfitial writ by which they were arrested and
by aichwhich only they could hebe retained andre
turned back to governor carlin for further in-
structions and smith and rockwell went
about their business

I1 have yet to learn by what rule of right I1 was
arrested tto0 be transported to missouri for a trial
of the kind statedstaled an accessory to an assault with
an intent to kill does not come under the provi-
sion of the fugitive actart when the person charged
liashas not been out of illinois ac an accessory be-
fore the fact to manslaughtereianpian slaughter is something of anall
anomaly the isolated affidavit of ex governor
Bboggs0ggs is no more than any otheroilier mans and the
Cconstitution says that no person shall be liable
totd babe transported out of the stastateP for an offenseoffence
committed within the same the whole is an-
other missouri farce in fact implied power
and constructive guilt as a d anier resort may
answer tilethe purpose of despotic governments but
are beneath the dignity of the sons of liberty
and would be a blot on our judicial escutcheon

I1 received a letter from the post office which
hadbad been broken open and I1 was grieved at the
meanness of its contents r

the city council passed tilthe following ordi-
nanceanca regulating the modemade of proceeding illin
easescases of habeas corpus before the municipal
court

seesec 1I be it ordainedined by the city council
of thetile city of nauvoo that in all cases where
ellyally person or pperson Ashallshailallail at any timelime
lihereafterbeafter babe arrested or under arrest in this city
uunder any writ or process and shall be brought
before the mumunicipal court ofor this city by virtue
ofot a writ of habeas corpus the court shall in
verveveryvery such case have power and authority and
are hherebyrebyteby required to examine into the origin

and legality of the writ or prprocesscess under
which suchinch arrest was made and ifit it shallshailrhaeha il apprpanr to the courts upon sufficientsufficient testimony that
saidtaid writ or process was illegal or not legally
i sued or did not proceed from proper authority
then the court shall discharge the prisoner froniironi

under said arrest but itif it shall appear to the
court that said avrit or process hadhaci issued from
properproler authority and was a legal process the
court shall then proceed and fufullylly hear thepie merits
of hefile case upon which said arrest was made
upon such evidence as may be produced and
sworn before said court and shall have power to
adjourn the hearing and also issue process from
time to time in their discretion in order to pro-
cure the attendance of witnesses BOso that a fair
and impartial uialtual and decision may be obtained
iuin evereveryY 11suchuch case

sec 2 and be it further ordained that if
upon investigation it shallshail be proven before the
municipal court that the writ or process has
been issued either through private pique malici-
ous intent or religious or other persecution
falsehood or misrepresentation contrary to the
caconstitution of this state or the constitution of
the united states the said writ or process shall
be quashed andaud considered of no force or effect
and lliethe prisoner or prisoners shall be released and
dischargedchargedu is

secsee 3 and be it also futfatfurtherther ordained thatthai
in the absence sickness debility or otherether cir-
cumstancescum stances disqualifying or preventing tilethe mayor
from officiating in his office as chief justice of
the municipal court tilethe aldermen present shall
appoint one from amongst themtheia toao act as chief
Jqjusticesticeslice or Presidepresidentut pro temporetematerapore

secsee 4 this ordinance to take effect and be
in force from and after its passage

passed august 8 1842
HYRUM SMITH

vice mayor and president pro tempore
JAMES SLOAN recorder
A disdisgracefulI1braceful and bloody mob 0occurredc at cin-

cinnati this evening in ardaid about the songsangsanssons
souci house

tuesday gingln9 in company with judge ralston
and lawyer powers preparing for thetle return of
ilietilelleilelie sheriff preparedprepared a writ of habeas corpus
iremfromt the master in chancery

wednesday lothe10 the deputy sheriff returned
to nauvoo butgut I1 was absent and bediabedla not see
me or brother rockwell ilehe endeavored to
alarm my wife and the brethren with his threats
iiit I1 was not forthcoming but they understood the
law illin such cacasesses and his threats proved harm-
less

thursday JI11 thisthic forenoon brother william
law entered into conversation with the sheriff
upon the illegality of the whole proceedings in re-
ference to the arrest when the sheriff
lodged thatthai hebe believed joseph was iinnocentdocent and
that governor carlins course which he had pur-
sued was unjustifiable and illegal

1I spent the day at uncleundo john smiths inin
Zarah emla and sent word that I1 wished to see
Eemmamm brothers hyrum smithsmithy william law
and others mithwithith instructions to meet me on the
island between nauvoo and monMoumontroseIonlon trose after
dark emma hyrum william law N K whit 1

ney george miller wiiliam claytonclaylon and dimick I1

B oiloti met at thetha water side near the
brick store and proceededproceedad in a skiff between the
islinds until they arrived near the lower end I1

and thentheil hailed to shore after waiting a very
little while the skiff arrived from the opposite
shore and in it were myself and brother erastus I1

11 derby A council was then held in the skiffs
and various statements set forth inyini regard to theibehe
state efof thinthingsthinss it was reported that thetha gover-
nor of iowalown had issued a warrant for my ampre
I1hensionIP ision and that of 0 P rockwell and that the
sheriff olLeeof lee county was expected down imme-
diatelydiately very strong evidence was also manifested
that governor reynolds of missouri was not ac-
quaintedquain ted withwilh these proceedings that ex gov
arnor boggs hadbad made oath beforefore a justice of
the peace or a judge and that the judyeludyejudge fJ ad
made the requisition and notriot governor reynolds
also that tilethe writ houed by carlin was illegal and
unjustifiable it is absolutely certain that the
whole business is another glaring instance of the
effectseffiects ofprejudicebrej udice against me as a religious teacherteachers
and that it proceeds from a persepersecutingpersecutioncutin spirit
the parties having siunifiedsignified ttheirie ir determination to
have me taken to missouri whether by legal or
illegal meansmeang it was finally concluded that I1
should bobe taken up the river in a skiff and be
landed belowbelov farm so called and that
I1 should proceed from thence to brother edward
sayers and there abide for a season this beingbehrig

1

concluded upon we separated myself and brbro-
ther

0
derby being rowed up tilethe riverriler by brother

dunham and the remainder crossed over to
nauvoo it was agreed thinthat brother albert P
rockwoodRockwood should proceed up the river on shore
unto the place where the skiff should stop and
there light up two fires as a signal for a stopping
I1place after the boat hadbad proceeded some dis-
tance above thetha city a fire was discovered on
shoreshores we concluded that it was the signal and

rowed towards shore when near
the shore one of the company hailed a person on
tiltittie banks but received a very unsatisfactory
answer whereupon we turned about and put ttoa i

thetho channel and upon coming near the middle of
the river discovered two fires a little higher we I1

immediately steered towards the fires and wewere
happy to find brotherbrather rockwood awaiting our I1

arrival we then proceeded through the timber i

to brother sayers house where we were very
kindly received and made welcome judge ral 1

j

ston and lawyer powers departed each forbornefor home
expressing their perfect willinwillingnessgnessguess to aid us in I1

everyever possible manner judge ralston also pro-
mised to ascertain the state of affairs in quincy
and give us the earliest information

friday 12 this forenoon it appeared still
more evident that the whole course of proceed-
ings by governor carlincarilu and others were illegal
after egme consultation with brotherWilliam law
emma concluded to despatch a messenger with
a letter to lawyer powers of keokuk to request
him to go to burlington iowa territory and
there see the governor of iowa and endeavor to
ascertain whether governor reynolds had made
any requisition enon him for myself and rockwell
william walker proceeded to cross thiethe river on
my horse jo duncan in sighteight of61 a number
of persons one chief design in this movement
was to draw the attention of the sheriffs and
public from all idea that I1 was on the nauvoo
side of the river

at night William Clayclaytontort and john D parker
leftietlet nauvoo after dark and came to see me and
found me cheerful and in good spirits

I1 saturday 13 this forenoon brother hyrum
received a letter from elder hollisterHollisteratat quincy
stating that governor carlin hadbad said that his
proceedings were illegal and liehe should not pursue

1 the subject any furtherfarther the letter also stated that
ford the agent to receive meroe from the hands of
thehe Sherisherifffr and carry me to missouri had con-

cluded to take the first boat and start home and
1 that he was going to fetch a force fromfront missouri
I1 all this my friends thought was only a scheme
got up for the purpose of throwing us off our
guardoguards that they might come unexpectedly kid-
nap1 and carry me to missouri

f I1 hadbad sent a request to emma to comecomo and see
me and she had concluded to start in the carbigecarringe
but while it was prepreparingparing it attracted the atten-
tion of tilethe sheriff who kept a close watch of all
movemovementseffs to avoid suspicion emma walked
to sister and wiltedwaited the arrival of the
ciricarriageage which passed off down the river with
william claythisClay toistoil and lorin walker with raised
cuicurtainstalus receiving emma by thetha way without
any discovery by the sheriff when about four
miles down the river the carriage turned on to

i the prairie and passing round the city turned
into thethie timber opposite farm when

I1
emma alighted audand walked to brother sayers

i and the carriage returned I1 was in good spirits
although somewhat afflicted illin body and was
much trejorejoicediced to meet mythy dear wife once more

I1 A report came over the riverriper that there are
several small companies of men in montrose
nashville keokuk ac in search of joseph they
saw his horse go down the river yesterday and
were confident lie was on that side they swear

I1 they will have him it is said there is a reward
of thirteen hundred dollars offered for the appre-
hension and delivery of joseph and rockwell
and this is supposed to have induced them to
make search the sheriff and deputy have
uttered heavy threats several times saying that
if they could not find joseph theytiley would llyliy the
city iuin ashes they say they will tarry iuin tiiethe
city a month but they willwilila11 find himfilm

great freshet in virginia indian murders in
florida and riots in canada are reported in this
days wanwasp

sunday 14 arent the forenoon chiefly I1in1
conversation with emma on various subjects aridand
in leadingtending my history wiwithh her both felt 1ini good

and vveryery cheerful wrote the fofollowinglowing
letter to wilsonwi lsonison law who vaswas officially reported
to have been duly elected to the office of major
general of the nauvoo legion as follows

head quarters of nauvoo legion aumaug 14
afu1842lodiod i

major general law dear Geigelgeneraligenerallgeneralleral I1 take
this opportunityto give you some in
howflow I1 wish you to act in easecase our persecutorspersecutor I1

should carry their pursuits so farfr as to tread up
on our rights as fiemflem born american citizens
the orders which I1 am about to giveriye you iiis the
result of a long series of contemplation since I1
ciyousaw you I1 have come fully Gto the conclusion

flace this last difficulty commenced as well
as beforebelore that I1 never would summersuffer myself to gago
into the hands of the alive and to go
intoluto the hands of the officers of this state isis
nothing more or less than to go into the hands
of the Missourmissouriansianslans for the whole farce has been
gotten up unlawfully and unconstitutionallytiolio nally as
well on the aart of the governor as others by a
mob spirit for the purpose of carrying out mob
violence to carry onoil mob tolerance in a religious
persecution I1 am determined therefore to keep
out of their handsbonds and thwart their designs if
possible that perhaps they may not urge thetile
necessity of force and blood oniest their own
fellow citizens and loyal and become
ashamed and withdraw their pursuits but if
they should not do this and shall urge the arms
sity of force and if by any means should be
taken these are therefore to commcommandFindlind you forth-
with without delay regipg irdleirdieardlessks of life or death to
rescue me outont of their hands andarid further to
treat any pretensions to the contrary unlawful
and aridand as a mob got up for the
purpose of a religious persecution to take away
the rights of men

and furtherfurt lieriler that our chartered rights and
privileges shall be considered by us as holding the
supremacy in the premises and shall hebe main-
tained nothingbothi ng short of the supreme court of
this state having authority to disannul them
ladaad the municipal court bavinghaving jurisdiction inluliutI1

my cacasese you will see therefore that the beece
of the city of nauvoo is kept let who will en-
deavor to disturb it you will also seeeee that
whenever any mob force or violence is used on
any citizen thereof or that belo ngeth thereunto
you will see that that force or violence is imme-
diately dispersed and brought to punishment or
meet it andarid contest it at the point of thetile sword
with finnfirm undaunted and unyielding valor addand
let them know that the spirit of old seventy six
and of george washingtonvasYas hington yet lives and is con-
tained illin the bosoms and blood of the children of
the fathers thereof if there are any threats in
the citycily let legal steps be taken against them
and let no mailroan woman or child beb intimidated
nor sufferbuffer it to be done nevertheless as I1 said in
the first place we will take every measure that
laysjay in our power and make every sacrifice that
god or manroan could require attit our hands to prepren
serve the peace and safety of the people without
collision and if sacrificing my own liberty for
months aridand years without stooping to thetho dis-
grace of missouri persecution and violence andwod
carlins misrule and corruption I1 bow to my
fate with cheerfulness and all dueduo deference iain
the consideration of the lives safety and welfare
of others but if this policy cannot accomplish
tha desired object let our charter and municipal-
ity free trade and sailorsailors8 rights be our motto
and go ahead david crockettcrocked like and layjay down
our lives like men and defend ourselves to the
best advantage we can to the very last you
are therefore hereby authorized and commanded
hyby virtue of the authority which I1 holdbold and com-
mission granted me by tilethe executive of thisthia
state to maintain the very letter and spirit of tilethe
above contents of this letter to the very best of
your ability to the extent of our lives and our
fortunes and to the lives and fortunes of L theithe
legion as also all those who may volunteer
their lives and fortunes with ours for the de-
fence of our wives and children our fathers and
our mothers our homes our grave yards and
our tombs and our dead and their tombstones
and our dear bought american liberties with the
blood of our fathers and all that is dear and
sacred to mn

shall we shrink at the onset nonoinol let every
mans brow be as the face of a lion let hishia
breast be unshaken as the mighty oak and hishia
kilpeknee confirmed as the sapling of the forest and
by the voice and loud roar of the cannon and
the loud peals and thundering of artillery and by
the voice of the rings of heaven as upon
mount sinai and by the voice of the heavenly
hosts and by the voice of the eternal god and
by the voice of innocent blood and by the voice
of innocence and by the voicevoica of all that is
sacred and dear to man I1 let us plead tilethe justice of
our cause trusting inill the arm of jehovah the
Eloetoheem who sits enthroned in the heavens
that peradventure helie may give us the victory
andard if we bleed we shall bleed in a good causecauses in
the cause of innocenceinnocerce and truth and from
henceforth will there not hebe a crown of glory for
us and will notriot those who come after us holdhuld
our names in sacred remembrance I1 Audand will our
enemies dare to brand us with cowardly reproach I1

with these considerationconsiderations I1 subscribe myself
yoursrs most faithfully and respectfully with ac
knowledge ments of your high and honored trustatrusts
as major general ofoathathe nauvoo legion

JOSEPH SMITH
mayor of the city of nauvoo

andd lieutenant general
of the natnauvoo legion of illinois militia

PS I1 want you to communicate all the in-
formation to me of all the transaction as they
aregoniarebre goingtig on daily in writing by the handbond of my
aialdeaaideasdde apcamp As I1 arnam notriot willing that any
thing that goes from my hands to you should babe
made a public matter I1 enjoin upon you to keep
all things in your own bosom and I1 want every
tilingthing that comes from you to come through myiny
aides the bearer of this will be able to pilot them
in a6 way that will not be

piprejudicialreaulau dacial to mvmy safety
JOSEPHjosepn0 EPH SMITH

I1 give the foregoing letter to emma witha
cilacliachargere to aideliverI1 vervey it to general law tomorrowto morrow
after considerable conversation onoil various sub-
jects and partakingparta kingkirg of danierdidimnierer emma accompanied
by brothers derby and clayton started for nau-
voo thetile morning hadllad feenlen very wet and the
roads very muddy it was difficult walk-
ing they proceeded to the river and entered a
skiff in which heythey proceeded across the riverrivers
and then down the side of the islands soon after
they got on the water the wind began to blow
very hard and it was with much difficulty and
aiapparentparent darger that they could proceed but
they continued on and after considerable tolltoil
arrived opposite thetiie city of nauvoo they went
between the islands and crossed overher the river to
montrose As soon asag they landed the wind
abated and was nearly calm brother derby
wanted to return up the river without the addi-
tional tolltoil of crossing to nauvoo they met with br
ivings about togo over to nauvoo they
got into that skiffand left brother derby to return
at his own leisure before they couldconid get over
the wind arose again coniconsiderably but they ar-
rived baresafe home about six iain tilethe eveylneeveneved ineinc
where they found mr powers from keokuk who
had just returned from burlington whilo there
lie aascertained that there was noito writ issued iain
iowa foror me

the people enquireded vlit it was notnc true thaltha


