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THE RED CROSS SOCIETY.

When war was first declared and the
call for volunteers was made the public
pulse was quickened and the hearnts of
the people thrilled more than ever with
Jove for country and the flag, The
youth of the land, fired with patriotism,
were ready to offer their lives, the more
conservative but no less pa'trlotic men
helped with money and supphlies, and
the women also saw a fleld of work
opening for them in supplying wants
and helping In the mamny comforting
ways that only women can. The war
department did not furnish among its
rations the things the volunteer soldlers
had been accustomed to or at flrst
really needed, and complaimts of hun-
ger soon reached the ears of ft.'he sym-
pathyzing women. A meeting was
called and a big entertainment given
for the soldier's benefit, the sum of
something over $700 was raised In one
night and divided among the Dboys,
every one of whom was & hero right
from the beginning. Then huge bas-
kets of fruit and fine edibles were daily
taken to their camp and distributed,
hut th's kind of work was only trifling
in the minds n! some and ¢hey won-
dered how best to help the soldier boys
and assist theirr country at the same
time. A few of the women declded that
by an organlzation greater good might
he accomplished. Accordlngly a call
for a meeting to organize a Red _Crosa
society was made. The call was signed
by some twenty or more prominent wo-
men and esked the publle generaly to
respond. The response was more than
gratifying. Over a hundred women at-
tended the firat meeting and expressed
a desire to organlze a Red Cross so-
clety, but It took some time to get in-
siructions for a thorough and perma-
nent organlzatlon. In 'the mean time
a temporary organization was effected
and work begun. Under the temporary
organizatlon a work room wad opened
in the Progress building and Mrs. Mar-
{an Brooks was placed in charge.

The use of the room was given by
Auerbach Bros.. Chairs and tables
loaned by ithe Dinwoodey company.
Sewing machines by L. E. Hall, and
Afrs. Moritz. Paintlng done by James
Anderson, and prinding by the Star
Printing company. Muaterial for com-
fort bags, scizsors. ink, account books,
and other litte things were donated by
different people at this time. 'I"hreg
hundred and seventy-six bandages an
meventy-one comfort bags were made.
After the permanent organiza'tion, Mrs.
Julia Groo was made chairman of the
work committee and a vast amount of
work was accomplished as the following
report will show--a report as full, com=
plete and satisfactory as the work of
Mre. Groo always is. During the heat-
ed summer months, ahe eut and planned
and managed the making and saw to
the distribution of the many supplies

report contains.

m’i"he Red Cross society began s work
on: the 3lst day of May of ‘thls rea'rs.
Sipee that date it has purchased 36% 3-
yvards of flannel for bandages and has
had esme fannel donated. From this
flanne] has been made 1,116 bandages.
There was sent in July some twenty
bandages from the Payson poclety as
well as about the same number of
eemfort bage. The box from Payson
contained sheets, pillow cases, 16 band-
agesg and comfort bags.

We furnished 306 men with comfort
bags, glving onée o each man who was
enlisted in Utah. 1

After all these men were supplied
with bandages and comfort bags, bw‘t-
tery C, in addition, was supplled with
46 blankets, 3 dozen pairs socks, and 21

irs of shoes.
pal'n the comfort bags were put 1%
dozen buttoms, white and black thread,

wax, six safety pins, pine, needles, and

a fine comb.

To Mlss Barton we sent one dozen
suits of pajamas, towels, sheets, pil-
low-cases, bandages and comfort bags
and the same to the S8an Francisco so-
clety. )

Upder the supervision of Mrs. W, J.
Farrell numercus lunches avere gerved
the soldiers, those passing through the
city as well as our own recruits, The
wants of the inner man were wel]
looked after, as the many remarks,
such as ''God bless the Red Cross,”
"How good you women are,” ete., can
testify. Im all about 3,000 soldiers
passing through the clty were served,
to fine lunches. The winding up scene
of thls most beneflcent work was the
sumptucus and elegant spread at Fort
Douglas on 'the oecasion of the return
to our ecity of the gallant Tweniy-
fourth. Under Mrs. Dewey Richards's
manggement$ numercus entrtainments
for raising funds have been glven,
notably the barbacue at Calders and
the Saltair excursion, while many
ladies, some of them pot members of
the soclety, have given soelal teas,
musicales and lawn fetes at their
homes. Our very able treasurer, Mrs.
Julla Rawllns, reports a total of re-
ceipts and disbursements as follows:
From May 28 to June 16, 1898, received
$158.13; disbursed, $119.60: balance on
hand, $38.68. From June 16 to July 12,
1898, recelpts, $505.11: disbursed, $291.94;
balance, $213.37, From July 12 to Sept.
10, receipts, $494.16; disbursed, $338.19;
balance, $155.97.

This is the treasurer's report up to
Sept. 10, but since that t!me there have
been numerous charfties extended to
the slek and needy famllies of volun-
teer soldlers svhich have greatly deplet-
ed the treasury. The correspobdence
of the assoclation has been conducted
by Mrs. Annie W. Cannon.

In all about one hundred letters have
been recelved and answered. The work
of the recording secretary devolved up-
on Mra. Annie W. Young, to whose pa-
péra we constantly refer for references
of dates and events connected with the
work of the meetings of the general
soclety. .

But for the whole, the work of these
various committees and offl cers, ef-
fieent as they are in themselves, would
be far from the required standard were
it not for the indefatigable and earnest
work o fthe president, Mrs. Priscilla J.
Riter, who has given so Hberally of her
time, means and jabor. In the work-
room, at entertainments, at the sta-
tions where the soldlers passed through,
departed or came, everywhere her in-
fluence and help have been felt, and
equally so has been the work of our two
vice pregidents, Mrs, Rachael Siegle and
Mrs. Annie Adams, always ready, al-
ways willing. The work of the execu-
tive board during the past summer has
been at times arduous, but none the less
willingly performed. Many cases of
sickness and want among the families
have been attended to carefully and
sympathetically. There is no report
trom Dr. Ferguson, the chairman of the
sick eommitiee, but the ladles of the
board have personally taken care of
different cases, and with thelr own
dalnty hands. and from their own well
supplied larders have waited upon and
served these Worthy poor. Conspleuous
among these must be wmentioned our
president,Mrs.Riter,who even at present
ent Is constantly attending to the needs
of one family, and has moved them {nto
her neighbhorhood, that she might better
aee to thelr wants. Our first vice pres-
ident, Mrs. Siegle, has one partieular]ly
sad case under her constant eare and
wateh, and Mrs. Adams and Mrs.
Roherts, :

It has not been the intention In this
paper to dwell at wany length on any
one pereond Or persons’ work, but to
summarize and tell so far as possible
the work Lhat has been accomplished
durlng the summer by the soclety,

There are many others, whose names
are worthy of mentlon, who have given
much time, &5 well as means, to the
soclety. Among these should be men-
tioned Mrs. Lawler, our press reporter,
and the many ladies who assisted in the
workroom, taking turns at the machines
and attending to the constarnt needs of
that department. Thelir names I do not
know, but frequently among them
might be seen Miss Edna Cohn, who,
though on no speclal committee,has ren-
dered great ald in every way, and been
always ready 10 work when needed.
The amount of work completed s suf-
icent evidence of the need of & Red
Cross society, and while it s to be sin-
verely hoped that. the war belng end-
ed, there will be found not only an army
of men to defend the flag, but an army
of women to assist them.
ANNIE W. CANNON.

WAR WEAPONE NO LONGER USEFUL

Col. Theodore Roosevelt killed a Span-
iard with hjs revolver in the charge near
San Juan Hill on July lst. This is ap-
parently the only case In whieh that
weapon was used with effect by either
slde in the whole campaign. Nearly all
the ofticers in both armies. or, rather,
three armies, to inelude the Cubans,car-
ried swords or machetes, yet there does
not seem to have been a single wound
Inflicted with one of these. Thirdly, all
the infantry carried bayonets, but it is
belleved not a hurt made with one of
these was dressed in any hospital, Amer-
ican or Spanish. These three arms were
carried by the thousand; they cost a
grat deal of money; with the ammuni-
tion of the revolver they involved the
traneportatio of thousands of pounds of
weight, and nowadays, especially in a
tropical regiton. the object 1z to burden
the soldier with as )ittle baggage as
possible. To the mind of a Santiago
correspondent of the New York Tribune,
the question asks itself, Why are they
borne? Certainly the primary object of
all three is to wound and to kill”, If in
an &ntire campalgn, in which several
thousand men were injured more or less
severely, the revolver, sword and
bayonet did wvirtually ro execution
whatever, ought they continue part of
the military equipment in aetual war-
fare?

As for the revolver, there are not
lacking officers who think that. on the
whole, it I8 almost as much of an in-
oumberanee as a use. It is well enough
in a military post, and carrles a eertain
welght of authority. just as the sword
does. Perhaps no man, except of high
rank/would want to go into the enemy’s
eountry entirely unarmed. He might he
gent on some duty at night, or encoun-
ter a stray soldier of the other side In
the daytime. The emergeney would
probably never arise, but the feeling of
security given by a good, big pistol
would be worth all the trouble of ear-
rying it.

In the fighting aroung Santiago. offi-
cers were conspieuous [n leading their
men in charges. But as one of them
expressed it, If a commissioned soldier
had time to fire & weapon he was neg-
lecting his duty of observing and com-
manding his men, The charge in whieh
Colonel Roosevellt took part was ex-
ceptional in the way {n which the men
of the diffierent regiments were mixed
up, and in the nearness of a few of the
Spaniards. Anything like hand-to-hand
eonfliets is extremely unlikely in a bat-

tle In which both sides use modern
rifies. Their range is measured in
miles. From 800 yards down, thelr ac-

euracy in the hands of skilled marks-
men Is frightful. They can be aimed
and fired six or eight times a minute.
The zone of fire 1s so large that vietory
ia virtually decided before the revolver
could be used with ucecuraey. p

In the charges at B! Caney and San



