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ot Brother Orson Bmitn
ervat Lo the prope” and
jp tueir character, With
;Tm“lﬁ:::lﬁeve that the tyme la ripe for
Lhe .’mcomphshmem of the purposes of
the Lioru, and Juring his remark~ a
o araérnphﬂ in one of the revela-
lnliul:m in the Doctrine sud Covenants
oame to Y arind, whico I will reau.
Wher s-ndlng some of tne firat
Elders vut 10 ,rench the Qoepel, the
Lora said to themi
pd you oul to reprova the
wrﬁgoglsl'alllﬁ%eir un rightcous decds, and
toooench them of & judgment which ja to

Comae.

And whoso ré
be alsg, for I W
will be on your r
loft,and my &pirlt
and mineangels T

you up. ) N

coiveth you receiveth me,

an‘:l:ﬁ? a;gle will feed you, and clothe
Fou, and glve you monsy. e

And he who feed~ you, or clothes you,

or gives you (noney, shall in no wise

lose his reward:

And hothat d
not my d'uimiple;
mﬁgm:’ggges}eceiveth you not, go away
from him salone b¥ yourselves, and
cleanse your feet 8V8D with water, pure
water, whether iD heat or in cold, and
bear testimony of It unto your Father
whioh is in heavel, and return not again

Alla +

u'iaéb;f;u:matsoever village or city ye

v ige.
enter, do 11k X S cearoh _diligently snd

i wo ubDto that house, or
f zfiiﬂ:tg'es:ﬁ. city that rejecteth you, of
our words, or -your tontimony oonocern-
n%vtge:l ag again, unto that house, or
that viilage or oity that rejecteth you, or
your words, or Your eatimony of me;
For 1. the Almighty, have lald my
hands upon the Dations to scourge them
tor their wickednesa:
And plagues shall
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The remalrks
are of great lut

ecpiveth you there will I
111 go hefore your face: I
jght band and on your
shall be in your hearis,
ound ahout you,to hear

ogeth not these thinge is
by this you may know

go forth, and they
shall taken from the earth unti] T
ha:e :not;mfm;d my work, which shall be
cut short in righteousness. 1

Until all shall kpow me, who remain,
even from the least unto the greateat, and
shall he filled with the knowledge of the
Lord.

And agaln it js written:

And the Bishop, Newel K. Whitney,
also, should travel round about and
among all the churches, searching afier
the poor to adinjnister to their wants by
hombiing the rich and the proud;

He should alsc employan agent to take
charge and Lo do bis secular husiness as
he shsall direct; )

Neveriheless, let the Bishop go unto
the cily of New York, alsa to the city of
Albany, and also to the oity of Boston,
and warn the people of those cities with
the sound of the Gospel, with a loud
voice, of the desolation and utter aholish-
ment which await them if they do reject
these things;

For if they do reject theas things (he
hoar of their [Iudgmant is nlgh, and
i.heir houso shall be left nuto them deso-
ule.
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Qu another nocaelon the Liord sald
lo his rervanta:

Bebold, I sent you oat to testify and
warn the people, and it becometh every
man who hath been warned to warn his
neighbhor,

Therefore, they are left without excuse,
and their sins are upon their own heads,

He that seeketh meearly shall find me,
and shall not he forsaken.

Ahbide ye In the liberty whetewlth ye
are nade f{ree; entangle not your-
selves in sin, but let your bands he elean,
until the l.ord come;

For not many days hence and the
earth shall tremble and reel to and fro as
a drunken man, aud the sun shall hide
his face, and shall refuse to give light,
and the moon shall he bathed in hlood,
and the stars shall become oxceeding
angry, and shall cast them-elves down
as a fig that falleth from off a fig tree.

And after your testimony cometb
wrath and indigpation upon the peopls;

For after your testimony cometh the
testimony of earthquakes that shall
cause groanings in the midst of her, and
men shall fall upon the ground, and
shall not he able to stand.

And nlso cometh the testimony of the
voiee of thunderings, aud the voice}of
lightnings, and 1he voice of tempes's,and
the voice of the waves of the sea, heav-
ing themselves beyond their bounds.

And all things shall he in commotion;
and surely men's hearis shall fail thom;
for fear shall come upon all people;

And angeis shall fly through the midst
ol heaven, erying with a loud voice,
sounding the trump of God, saying,
Prepare ye, propare ye, O inbahitants of
the earth; for the judgment of our God is
come: behold, and 1ol the,Bridegroom
cometh, go ye out to mest him.

It is well to remember, when read.
ing these words, that we are not resd-
ing hlaock letter in some anclent work
about some anoient peopie; hut we are
reading the worde of Glod ae they have
been revesled threugh the Inspired
prophet Joseph Bmith, and Lney apply
Jrectly to the generation In which
we live. Itisthe decree of the Lord
that these judgments shall o through
lbeearth, Wnat for? To gratify andg
plesve the Latteryday Saint-?  No.
Tao gratify any revengeful fee ing that
exiain in the bresst of Guu? No. Such
n thing as that would be unworthy of
the Father of the buman race. Lt
would not he worthy of orlike God.
When a wise parent corrects a ohilu
with corporeal punishment, & it Lo
uratify reve.weful ieelings in the
bresst of the parent? That would be a
very brutish ldea of parentnge. 1 be.
tieve that punishment ehould ,never
be inflioted hy & parent except for the
vorreotion and the reglaiming of the
ohild. Apd I have aiways looked
upon the judgments decreed of Gou
and that have been predlcied, both by
apgient and modern prophets, as
events which shall prove corrective ot
the evlla that exist, and not to gratify
revengeful feellngs in the breasis of
tbe Salnta of God, who may have
suffered at the hands of the wicked,
much less to gratify any revengeful
fuelinga in the beart of our Father in
heaven. Sufferingis the fruit of the
\ransgression of Jaw; and these pre
Jdigted calamities which we call the
judgments of God will be but the
oonsequenoes of 8in.

Ip the works ot jnfidel writers the
flood ie referred to as an exhibition of
orueity on the part of Delty; and their
desoriptions of it have heen drawn oul
in suchis manner ar to cagt reproach
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upon the justice and meroy of God.
And at the first glance it seuma diffl-
cult to justify such a great ealumity
a8 we regard the flood to be, by
whioh the whole race of men was
well nigh eswepl out of existence.
The perple of that generation, how-
ever, had corrupled themeelves almost
past our pomprebensioc. It is written
that the thoughts of their heurts were
ovil continually, and they were curs-
ing thejr p sterity with that inelina-
tion to evll which they hau contragt-
ed by thelr wickedness. They would
have etamped all suceeeding genera-
tisns with their own weaknesscs
and proneness to wrong doing; and
thoee pure gpirits that existed in the
presence of GGod that had not yet
tsbernaciel in the flesh would have
bad to come through that sin-cursed
liueage and would have been placed
ata great disadvantage in thelr pr . bha.
tion, because parentage had a woader-
ful influence upon the formation of
charaoter. Gid kRnew this, and He
knew that if that geoeration of men
wore permitied to coutinue propaugat.
ing their species the resujt would be
that a cutee and not » hlessiog woeuld
be brought upon His children who
lived with Him in bheaven, In justice,
theu, to the untold millions of epirite
that were to come to the earth, the
Lrd destroyed Lhat generatio: cf men
that lived iu thedays of Noah, I see
i that act an act of mercy rather than
orueity. The people in the days of
Noah were cut oft from the carth
that their wickedness might not be
perpetuated jn their chiliren, and a
more righteous branoh ¢of th- human
family was preserved, that the apirita
that bad to tabernagle in the flesh
might have a better parentage than the
wicked antediluvlans, and consequent:
ly & better prospeot of suocessfully ao-
complishing their mission in thies pro-
bation than they would by coming
through a wioked parentage.

80 ip this generation the Lord has
His purposes to acoomplish, and we
ghall find that though there be appat-
eut harghnese in the oarrying out of
these purposes, meroy and justioe wiil
be properiy balanced in the accom-
plishment of God’s des!gne.

But bere is what I would impress
upon you: Wpg have the decree of the
Lord that after the testimony of ki
servants to this generation the calam-

tiee depleted in theee revelatiops
shall atalk abroad in the earth, anu
there shall be the testimeny of
oyciones,, of tempests, of the
BB heaving iteelf beyond fis
hounils, and of earihquakes,
the hearte of men failing tnelm
for fear of the things that are
coming upon mankind. JLook upon
our present condition. ‘There is &

lack of oconfldehoe existing every-
where,eapeoially in regard to fina ecfal
matters, and the hearte of men are
failing them, and everybody i8 won-
dering and speoulating abhout how and
when we shall get rid of cur present
fAnancial troubles. Well, for my own
part I think perhaps we may from time
to time bridge over little difficulties
such a8 those that now ounfront ue.
But wiil they stay settied, and will
the millennium of peace and prosperl-
ty come unon the inbuhjtanis of the
earth? I do. not expect It until the
judgments of God have wccomplished
{their purpose. One of the anecient

.




