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CLOSE OF THE VOLUMES.

—

We are at the close of another volume
of the Semi-Weekly and Weekly NEWS.
Another nnumber of each will close vol-
ume II of the Semi-Weekly and volume
XVIof the Weekly. Atthecompletion
of thege volumes twenty-four numbers
of the Semi-Weeklyand twelve numbers
of the Weekly will have been issued
gince we took chargeof the papers. Our
stbscribers have had an opportunity of
judging for themselves respecting their
merits, whether they fulfil expectations
or not. From every quarter we receive
the most flattering expressions of appre-
ciation and encouragement. The feel-
ings of many who have felt lukewarm
and indifferent respecting the papers
have recently undergone a great change,
and they now express a strong interest
in them and in their success. The pub-
lication of the DESERET EVENING NEWS
enables usto lay before our readers of
the Semi-Weekly and Weekly News all
the telegraphic despatches, the local
news, selections and leading articles in
greater detail and variety, and at an

earlier date than formerly. This cannot
fail to give satisfaction to our subsecri-
bers. As now published, the Semi-
Weekly and Weekly NEWS present un-
equalled advantages to their subscribers
in this Territory. Besides being news-
papers in the fullest sense of the term—
containing telegraphic dispatches, all
the current news of the day, \?ﬂ%‘f%ﬂ?i

torial articles of great variely and range
—they are also the vehicles through
which the sermons of the First Presi-
dency and Twelve Apostles are made
publie. In their columns will also, from
time to time, be found, such items of
doctrine and ceunsel as the members
and officers of the Church should under-
stand and act upon.

No effort will be gpared to keep the
papers up to the times and to earn a
character for enterprise that will be a
guarantee to our readers that news will
not be allowed to get stale before they
se@ it in our columns. The DESERET
NEWS is the pioneer paper of the entire
Rocky Mountain region. It had an ex-
istence when for twelve or fifteen hun-
dred miles to the eastward.of us there
was not a settlement, much less a paper
published; when to the westward Cali-
fornia had only a provisional govern-
ment and her newspapers. were very,
very few. There are a great many plea-
gant associations connected with the
DESERET NEWS, especially inthe minds
of the older residents of the Territory,
In fact, to' all its readers, it has an
agraanbia and a familiar face. They
can not forget the valuable instruections
and the wise counsels which they have
received through its columns, @ see
no reason why it should not be all that
it has been in the past and still better;

for, with the improved facilities which'

we now have, it can be made in every
wg a first-class paper, ,

o those who live within the reach of
a semi-weekly mail, the Semi-weekly
NEWwWS is a very suitable paper for them
to subseribe for. It contains a large
quantity of reading matter. Its priceis
S perannum. Those wholive in places
where there i3 no mail oftener than
once a week can be best accommodated
with the Week!i NeEws. Its price is
$5 per annum. It is the intention to
have the sermons published in each of
these papers, so that every subseriber
can peruse them. Both the Semi-week-
ly and WVeekly NEWwWS are cheap papers
—the cheapest papers of their kind pub-
lished throughout this entire region.
We hape there will be no delay on the
part of agents and subsecribers sending
in their "names and suabseriptions
promptly. This will greatly aid us in
making calecnlations about what num-
ber to print.

" CHRISTIAN " CIVILIZATION

THE DES

versus CHINLESE MORALITY.

The New. Yotk Herald has received a
telegraphic letter from Hong Kong, in
whiech it is stated that the *‘Christian
authorities’ at Hong Kong have licens-
ed gambling houses, and the Chinese of
Canton have protested. The Herald
makes the receipt of this intelligence
the oceasion for an article which con-
tains a considerable amount of irony.
'After quoting the saying of Confucius,

ERET NEWS.
| |
libel on the Savior. The fruits they |siderable pride in handling and break-

bear give unmistakeable evidence of an-
other origin.
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VIGILANCE COMMITTEES.

| —

At Dale city, so the telegrams of yes-
terday inform us, three men were hung
by a Vigilance Committee, numbering
one hundred men, who came over from
Cheyenne city for the purpose. The
two cities are not very distant from
each other, and probably possess many
features in common. In reading this

the father of Chinese philosophy:—

**Riches and honor acquired by unrigh-

teousness are to me as a floating cloud,”’
‘and reasoning upon it, the article pro-
ceeds:

“It is but natural that the Canton erape

fucius should raise their voices against the
demoralizing fact that
the sanction of the law, Here is a fine
commentary on an atrocious piece of sham.
Our Christendom pulpits are eloguent
against false gods, and missionaries without
number are sent ont to ground the deluded
Orientals in a knowledge of heavenly
things, and here, in the nineteenth century,
those pigtails meet Western enlightenment
with an argument against the degrading
immorality it not only permits but protects,
How, then? Have we no fine texts against
this sort of vice? Plenty, Our moral law
teems with precepts and commands that
declare and threaten on this point, But
here is a little difference. Our civilization
is so fine and high that we wvalue words as
words, and

words are but wind

Too feeble imploments to bind,

Our precepis are preeepis only. We listen
'to the lesson and then do what we like,
while those poor deluded Chinamen are
actually trying to shape their daily conduct
in accordange with their abstract notions of
moral right. Much is yet to be done in
those countries, therefore, and we ought
not to spare our missionary efforts.”

Why is it that, wherever so-called
Christianity goes,results precisely simi-
lar to these against which the Chinese
protest follow? It might be imagined

'that a pure systemof morals, such as its
preachers and missionaries declare it to
be, would bring forth different fruits to
these, But it does not, Visit every
land where soi doisant Christian minis-
ters have gone to propagate their creeds
and evangelize (?) the heathen, and you
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the poor, ignorant creatures lowered by
the perniecious teachings of their visit-

org. Treading on their heels are all the'
vices of their false civilization, which
area blight and a curse to any mnation
among whom they are introduced,

The christianity of this age has been
'of no benefit to any heathen nation to
whom it has been preached. The visit
of its missionaries to a pagan land, is
the sure precursor of misfortune and
evil to that hapless race. .

In proof of this we need not refer to
our own aborigines, to India or China;
but only to the Sandwich Islands. For
vears that group of islands were held up
as the missionary paradise. There
christianity had achieved its highest
tritmph. And certainly missionaries
never could ask for a fairer and more
unrestrieted field for the propagation of
their system and the practical carrying
out of their schemes for man’s redemp-
tion than they had there. The entire
control of the government, the educa-
tionofthe princesand nobles and leading
men of the kingdom, and the dictation
and the enactment of the laws, were all
in their hands. They were virtually
the rulers of the country.
system been anything but a sham, they
might have made the genpiﬂ as attract-
ive as their climate. But misery, deg-
radation and prospective annihilation
are upon and before the people, The
laws which they enforced and the prac-
tices they promoted, have proved the
ruin of the nation. The institutions of
modern christianity hayve crushed them,
and they will soon be blotted out.

The people of this Territory should be
thankful that pseudo-christianity finds
no field for its operations here. It is
true that owingto its absence we have

'i

no number of sanctimonious, devout-|

looking men—we have no churches and
chapels; butneither have weany broth-
els, gambling saloons, and the other
concomitants which flourish under its
protecting wing. If its missionaries
could operate to their satisfaction, our|

philosophers schooled in the lessons of Con- |

gambling receives |

Had their

account, the mind naturally reverts to

the circumstances under which this city
and countr
help drawing a contrast between the
scenes witnessed elsewhere in the earl
settlement of towns, and those whic
| transpired here in early days.

'no organized society to the eastward of
us nearer than fifteen hundred miles.
We were beyond the reach of all law,
'only such as we framed ourselyes. Yet
good order was preserved, life and prop-
erty were safe, and that, too, without
having recourse to Vigilance Commit-
' tees, e have extended our settle-
‘ments North and South; they stretch
| upwards of five hundred miles from one
extreme to the other. In every one of
those settlements law and order have
been paramount. There have been no
violent outbursts; no secretor illegal
combinations; no appeal to Lynch law,
'Men and women have slept as peaceful-
1y and securely in their wagons and
‘tents, until houses could be built, as
'they could have done had they been
'surrounded by impregnable walls.

In the settlement of neighboring
States, Territories and cities the organi-
zation of a Vigilance Committee seem-
ed to be almost the first thing thought
about, It is asserted thatlaw and order
could not be maintained without such
organizations, And not unfrequent-

ter screen and carry out their own
schemes of rascality. The grest and

rosperous city of San Francisco has
Eeen compelled, more than once, to call
Vigilance Committees to her aid, to free
'herself from the dreadful tyranny under
which she groaned. They have become
fashionable, especially throughout this
Western country, and so familiar have

were settled. One cannot |

h |

When this city was settled, there was |

| inform
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ly desperadoes have joined them to bet- |
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ing horses. This is more the case in th
country settlements at the present tim
than in the city, as their circumstance
are favorable to the cultivation of suc
a taste. Any plan, therefore, that pre

poses to make them more proficient i
this business than the one now in pra
tice is likely to attract their attentio
Such an improved system has been a
vertised and widely l%ﬂﬂﬂﬁ!l here of lat
It has been asserted that itisa very e
cellent system of horse-breaking ar
training, and its professor has bes
making a tour of the settlements, it
parting a knowledge of it under an oa
of secresy on the part of the pupil th
he will not divulge it for a certain time
we are informed that the period is fi
ears. Ten dollars is the cost of i
struction for each pupil. Of cours
where a system of this kind is high
lauded there are many who think su
a sum is not much to niy in view of tl
benefits to be deriv rom the kno
ledge of it. Neither would it be, if
were as good as vaunted. But we a
, by one of our leading citizer
from the morth, that it is but little,
any, better than a humbug. He h
conversed with several who have lear
ed the system and he says, there
nothing worth %ayiug for to be learn:
from it. The chief, and, it is said, o
ly thing to be learned is how to hamp
a horse, and by appliances prevent hi
from kicking, &ec.

I’?esuming that this is correct, wea
vise our citizens not to part with the
money so easily to any and every pe
son who may come along and claim
have some great knowledge in his po =
session that will be of vast benefit
them. This is an age of humbug. The &
are thousands of men who make the ®
living by imposing upon the credulii
of their fellow-men. But in this cou
try we earn our money too hard to pa
with it without receiving a fair val
in return.

E. X K 2

C1VILIZATION IN ALASKA.

But a short time las elapsed sing
the press of the country at large teeme™
with gratulations upon the great acqus
gition to American Territory, and ifs
consequent increase in wealth and ir
fluence effected by Mr. Seward’s pur

|

men become with their existence that
thair

remark; they are looked upon as a mat-
ter of course, and acquiesced in as a ne-
cessity of the a ﬁ.cq']?hem may be cir-
cumstances under which it may be
necessary forsharp, severe and thorough
measures to be taken to check crime
and execute justice. But the people
who are compelled to organize Vigi-
lance Committees to accomplish these
ends arein a pitiable condition. In the
most of instances a vigilance committee

afaudfun censes fo excife any )

4

chase of the Russian possessions i =
North America. Immediately after th "
transfer had been accomplished, Con®

gress appointed the necessary office
and troops fo go and take possessior

and hoist the Stars and Stripes, intro
duce the benign ruleof Unecle Sam, an
to extend the blessings of American ci
ilization among the far off tribes o
Alaska. It is but yeslerday, as it were

is but another name for a mob. And,
of all thedespotisms which ever existed,
we think that of a mob the most fright-
ful and odious. Cruel and undiserimi-

'nating, subject to whims and caprices

the most extraordinary, a mob knows |

no law but the prejudices and passions
of its individual members. We have
suffered from their violence, and well
know how dreadful and heartless is
their tyranny. Bat, it is worthy of re-
mark, en passant, that since mobs were
first organized against us, and the peo-
le looked calmly on without condemn-
ng them for their fiendish cruelty, the
nation has been cursed with mobs, and
the disposition to organize them is
spreading! |
When all the circumstances are con-
sidered under which our settlements
have been made in this Territory, ex-
emption from these illegal combinations
and the scenes of violenee which attend
them, is remarkable. Had they ever
existed here, and executed their victims
in the arbitrary and summ style
Erantised elsewhere, whata howl would
ave been raised about the proceedings
of the people of Utah! There have been
some persons who have vied with each
other to see which could tell the most
absurd and blackest falsehoods about
us. They have done this when we have
had a degree of peace here, the equal
of which might be gought for in vain
within the limits of our mnational do-
main, and when life and "property were
most sacredly valued! But what kind
of a character would Utah have had
from them, had Vigilance Commiitees

happy and peaceful Territory would
speedily be transformed intoa pande-
moniunm, Under their fostering care, the
institutions of Christendem, in all their
vilenesg, would soon flourish here. In
this manner would we be christianized,
if they had their way. -'

ruled in every settlement, and perform-
ed their fell work as they do elsewhere?
e .
HORSE-BREAKING AND MONEY-

MAKING.

L9

The young men of our Terrilory are,

\To call such systems christian is afas a rule, fine horsemen,and have con-

gince these changes were set.afloat, anc
already, according fo ﬂu%beut tele r
grams, and news from other sources, the™
results that one might naturally havé
expected are beginning to follow. Ot 3»
authorities are interfering with the cusgs
toms of the aborigines, and creating®
discontent among them by so doing.
Councils of war have been held among
the Indians, and savagé threats, it is
gaid, bave been made by them against
the new comers, It is also reported that
some of the Indians have been shot for
-rﬂfuaing compliance with the regula-
tions of their new rulers. = |
With the advent of this new clviliz-
ation we also learn that a billiardsaloon,
Eamblin g honse and pawnbroker’s shop
ave been opened, and“that burglaries
and brutal fights are not unfrequent.
These signg, which will no doubt soon
be followed by «ll the adjuncts and
concomitants of our advanced civiliz= *
ation! seem to indicate that the pur-
chase of Russian America will not prove °
so sdvantageous as was antieipated,
and may cost more to govern than it is
worth, and that at no distant day )
Alaska, through Indian outrages upon
| “unoffending” whiles, may become as i
fruitful a field for dishcnest Indian j
Agents and Army Contractors, as some
of our Territories nearer home have .
proven in years vast. | B
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CONGREEBSIONAL PR

There must have been some amuses
ment in the House of Representatived
the other day over the remarks of N
Btevens, during the discussion of

Deficiency Appropriation Bill. He said
that some of the members procuref=
under the name of stationery—pantae
loons, shirts, and shaving soap suffi-
cient to last for years; and some of them
had run up a stationery account Ig?
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