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looeLOOK AFTER YOUR LAND
TITLES

IFir people wish to secure to them-
selves the lands upon which they

ruuthruathil fhi V useure all
duhdun diligence to comply noihwith the
laws according to which they masmaj
havellave the titles vested in them-
selves AS hethe1the 11 government
holdss the public domain chiefly for
thetile benefit of those citizens who
are disposed take it up accordingr to
tpthe laws it follows that no one can
have a secure title to anyeny portion of
such landlaud except as obtained
from thetho government according
to establish legal provisions it
matters not what a man has done
to improve a aleca of public land
heranherauhe can notnet own it except by com-
plying with the laws in force per-
taining to the same many of our
citizens outside of cilycity limits have
taken up government land under
the preemptionpre emption or the homestead
laws and thesetheae laws must be com-
plied with or title to the respective
lands can not be had by the set-
tlers are these facts properly con-
sidered by the settlers on such lands
in this territory if they are not
laudaudhud titles affected thereby are
worth little or nothing

if a man homesteads a piece of
land it is a matter of primary im-
portance0r tancetanco to him as respects hisraland1d that he comply with the laws
governing the case andi unless he
complies with them in fltimetimome he does
not comply with them at all and
consequently he risks losing his
title and hisbis claim and all the im-
provementsprove ments he has made on thothe
land

it seems teto us that a large num-
ber ofsettlers on the public landlands
llelieneeded stirring up to a realization of0
the situation in which they and
their landslandh areate in this regard at
the present time we are credibly
informed that homestead aapplinar
tibbs made seven years ago are
running out or expiring at the
land office in this city at the rate
of twelve every day the time
originally allowed by law was five
years which waswaa subsequently ex-
tended two yearsyeara making seyenseven
years in all and with many of the
homestead applications and en-
tries in the land office mi this
eitycity time for perfecting the
titles hasbasl run out and with
others it is running out daily
at the rate named without the
applicants having taken the steps
recrequired bylawby jaw to secure their ti
viemxiem the people need stirring up
inhi regard to these things because
after the time named has expired
they have no legal claim to the
lands they have entered and im-
proved it matters nothing what
expense or labor they have put
upon the lands when the time
named hasbas expired thetho claims of
the settlers amount to nothnothingingi
the land reverts wholly to the
government and any other person
may go to the land office and enter
itkor himself while the dilatory
settlers lo their lands as well
as all their improvements thereon

if the settlers have their own in-
terest at heart they will look after
these things and proceed acat once to
comply with the brovprovisionsalonsrions of the
lawslaw so that they inyinsmayrny obtain for
themselves the titletitie 3 to the landslauds
they have reclaimed cultivated
and improved and not see them
with all their improvements go
into the lihandsands of others who have
not spent a dollar on them elthercither
in money or labor

there is a small pamphlet pub-
lished at the NEWS which
contains the homestead and pre-
emption laws audand other material
laws affecting the settling of pub-
lic land up to date which all per-
sons concerned would do well to ob
talu so that they may have a proper
understanding of what they have to
do in order to secure a government
title to their lands which should
be done without any unnecessary
delay

MARRIAGE
CONTRACT

idislilsIT Is well known that people lecogrecog-
nizednfaed under the term of free iovlov
ersera do not believe in marriage by
state or ecclesiastical laws but
holdhoid thattalat it should be considered
Vass merely a private contract be-
tween the man and woman con-
cernedeerned the boston herald of

january stateselates that mary
florence hull daughter of moses
hullhuil an avowed free louisr who
demands that all marriage laws
hhallbhail bobe repealed and that panties
may be allowed to marry and
divorce themselves underaandera general
law of contracts has contracted a
marriage of that private couPou tracitract

sort with horace alvinalyin Johnjohnsonsoll fta
ieatherleather storestoro clerkdork U thoa fannaannr
name of hullnuil aljohnsonlinson ffromrom
which it may be presumed that
mary Is the best business man of
the it rm yet the twowo members de-
clare that they are very happy and
contented

the following is given as the con-
tract between the two

BUSINESS AND CONJUGAL CON-
TRACT BETWEEN FLORENCE HULL
AND noraceHORACE ALVIN JOHNSON

we whose names are hereunto
affixed do on this twenty sixth
day of december idia the year one
thousand eight hundred and seven
ty six of the christian era enter
into a business and conjugal con-
tract the firm to be known as hull
and johnson

we rezardregardre ard ourselves as in eve-
ry sense of the word equal part-
ners promising to strive to treat
each other under all circumstan-
ces as becomes such we promise
that we will not try in any other
way than by advice or persuasion
to control the actions of each other

believing that neither church
nor state has any business with
our affairs we propose to live our
own lives without referencei totui ei-
ther

el-
ther furtherfarther than if necessary to
give security to the common-
wealth of massachusetts that our
children should we be blessed
with offspring shall bobe at least aaas
well cared for as are a majority of
those born in legal wedlock

we further concontracttract thabthat when
mutual love shall no longer justify
our conjugal union we shall part
giving the as little trouble in
our parting as wowe havohivoh ivo in coming
together

the above document was read
before sparkya partyparly of friends and their
opinions asked concerning it the
remarks made were in the way of
approval andaadandnada ad good wishes mary
and horace then stepped forward
and signed tho contract this party
was atal the residence of moses the
father a sort of farewell gathering
previous to the old gentleman mak-
ing a journey to vineland N J
where helie had been summoned to
appear in court to answer to thethu
charge of practicingpractising what hohe preach-
ed

TO PREVENT fraudulent
votingbiting

THERE are a numberdumber of ferierpersonspersonasonssong in
misthis territory who makomake profess-
ions of great regardt for the purity
of the ballot but who wbwhenevereneveri
they get the chancechaleo to handle the
vatesvotes are not correspondingly re-
markable for practical regard for
that purity ratherbather have they a
reputation for encouraging voting
early and often by the less scrupu-
lous of their own partisansparilapartiaans yet
these very immaculate characters
make a great outcry every now
and thentheu about the practice in
this territory as required by law
of numbering the ballots cast andand
argue sophistically that a secret
ballot is the great cure all for alleg-
ed impurity of the ballot that Is
for illegal voting

it happens however that the
secret ballot is a common institu-
tion in the states but notwith-
standing that fact complaints of
illegal voting are much more fre-
quent and loud there hanihanI1 they area re
in utah so much so that from
different states we heahearr of a grow-
ing inclination to fafayonfavorvonvor the system
of marking the ballots in some way
similar to that which iais provided
by law inlu utah in order to secure
9greaterreater purity to the ballot A
short time ago the report came
that a change of this kind was
strongly advocated in ohio and
now a similar indication
from old connecticut as willwili be
seen by the following extractuni
the caption placed at the begbeginningnning
of this article fromfroin the bridgeport
conn standard ot feb 2 an

influential republican paper

the mormonscormons have a very sim-
ple way of preventing ballot box
stuffing and also of ascertaining

which are tilethe votesvates if
any are cast and it is tiletl
requirement that each vote bilut id
be numbered and the name of the
person casting it is recorded in the
pellpelt book opposite the number ifit
any illegal votes are cast they can
be easily descovediscoveredred and thrown
ououtt if instead of recording the
name of the voter liehe should bobe re-
quiredaired to write his name on the

all those who cannot read
andwuaand writwrits1 would bo from
voting lili any man bolea

1 on an
other man s name the forgery
could be easily detected by the evi-
dence of the man whose name was
used or by a comparison of hlahia real
signature with the falsefaise one if
fictitious names were used by re-
peaters it could usually be shown
that no such voters livedjived in that
district and generally we think
this method is the simplest and
surest of any possible provision to
secure the purity of the ballot box
the only objection to it being that
sometimes men would be afraid to
scratch their tickets or change their
party from fear of onniendingoffending some-
body or of hurting their own inter-
ests directly or indirectly still a
little strain upon some weak nerved
persons would be much more than
compensated for bybv the security
that this method riviesgives for an honest
vote

0

THE JEWISH restoration
PUBLIC interest haslas been consider-
ably excited of late upon the sub-
ject of palestine and the increased
number of jews residing there the
last few yearsyeara and mamymany of the
public journals have their say upon
the matter the london spectator
has the folfulfollowinglowing

A curiouscarious rumor is afloat for
which we do not vouch that the
porte in its eagerness for money
has offered to sell the hereditary
paspahalicshalle of the holy land to any
candidate accepted by the jews in
return for a loan the transaction
would be oneotie of the most singular
in history but it is not beyond the
range of possibility palestine
needs nothing buttut irrigation and
trees and though the jews dislike
agriculture fellaheen blimmBlifflelentsufficient
might bobe attracted from Eegypt
the restorationution of the jews athwith
lord Beaconsbeaconsfieldfield for first king
would bobe an incident romantic
enough to satisfy even the imag-
ination of the author of Eiroelroelroyir 3 11

THEtele ELECTORAL bOrAcommissionMISSION

THE creation of thetile tripartite plural
electoral returns commission was
hailed by many asas the ram caught

T

in the thicket thetho providential
means whereby the vexed
dennial election question was to
be settled on its merits and conse-
quently to thothe general satisfaction
and the republic saved from the
prognosticated disunion civil war
and aDanarchyarchy homosome persons hohow-
ever werewire not quite so50 satissatisfiedniefied
that the dechdecisionslonsions of the commis-
sion would be generally acceptable
and notanot a few regretted that mem-
ber

mem-
bers of the supreme court should
be thus dragged into the mire of
politics from which it was general-
ly held that their high judicial offi-
ces were tacitly understood to be
aloof it was further anticipated
by various people that it would be
impossible to preserve the commis-
sion from partisan spirittandand lean-
ings in which the judicial mem-
bers would more eror less participate
the ermine even not being suffi-
cient to preserve them from the
contagiousness of partisan compa-
nyD Y

sotso far the action of the commis-
sion has rather favored the views
of those who were dissatisfied with
it for in the votes and decisions
of the commission to the regret of
many of the nonpartisannon partisan public
and also of many of the partisan
public the partisan spirit has been
apparent votes and decisions being
evidently of a strictly partisan
camcharacter and within strictly parti-
san lines

it Is unfortunate that buchansuchsueh an
impression concerning the comcommismis
alonalou should go out and still more
unfortunate that therotherethere should be
any foundation for such an impres-
sion forpor unless it is removed it
will do0 no credit to the members of
the supreme court who compose a
portion of the commission nor will
it increase the public confidence in
the impartiality of their future
decisions on the bench in their own

corrigcourts if the supreme pourtiousbourtPour justius
tifetittitee have been kept entireentirelylv
out of the electoral squabble it
would have been much better but
as most of them are in the commis-
sion it is certainly a desirable thing
that their decisions and votes as
mememberscemersmers of the commission be
kepthept as free as possible from parti-
san spirit or even the appearance
of anything of that kind

U nors
A new york paper says the

greatreat chestnut tree in the tuiiTuiltuilerieserieserles
gardensbardens hashag buds on it perhaps

so all the live treestreed lain this vicin-
ity have buds on them

rev dr J E edwards a
methodist in opening thothe virginia
state senate lately I1invoked the
aid of heaven in getting this crazy
tottering government out of its
present dilemma

the new york police author-
ities hold that every congregation
of personspersona on street corners that
does not disperse after duodue warning
must bobe taken into camp at all
hazards as corner loafing iaIs too
great a nuisance to bobe tolerated

the boston transcript thus
states the case between theodoreTneodore
thomas and the centennial city

philadelphia is a very nice city
it has very nice candy very nice
ladies very nice terrapin soup very
clean white marblemarbie doorsteps and
the frentfront window curtains all have
two tasselscassels and a fringe on the bot-
tom edge and yet philadelphia
has no ear for music

A large vegetable market at
edinburgh has been turned into a
promenade concert garden

AA new york paper says
justice bradley loves to sit up all

night over a mathematical prob-
lem he has a temper like an iso-
sceles triangle

beecher claims to be a welsh-
man with a little infusion of new
england blood irehe says he had an
ancestress three or four generations
ago who was a fullfuli blooded welsh
woman

11 offenbach in his amerlameri
can reminiscences says it mustbustat
be confessed that there areate no wo-
men more charming than the am-
ericanserierlcans first thaythey are pretty in a
proportion wholly unknown in
paris out of a hundred women
who pass by ninety are attractive
besides they know howbow to dress
themselves their toilette is per-
fect in taste full of tact and truly
elegant one would think they
had comocome from worth

the cincinnati times of feb 1

I1 says lancaster hodges 0off
brownfield maine was years
old last wednesday and he sham-
ed many young men the other day
by his scientific dancing of irrioneyloney
luskmuskA and fishersfisher hornpipe

thiethiotho asserts that
insanity follows religious revivals
as surely as su bieringsuffering follows war

some people are never satis-
fied the new york sun com-
ments thus on the fifteenth member
of the electoral cocommissionin mission joe
bradley our president maker to
this complexcomplexionfon we have comocomecome at
last

it is statedslated that there are
twenty four presbyterian churches
in thetile indian territory connected
with the southern assembly with
sevensevea ministers only onone otof whom
is a whitemanwhiteman one a coloreda man
and the remiemremaindera inder indiansjrthe weather in london and
I1inin much of england has been very
moist and warm causing an epi-
demic among horse sr and in the
southern counties the extraordin-
ary mildness of the winter hnshaa
caused an uncommonly early de-
velopmentvelopment of spring flowers and
other spring vegetation

it is america that sends all
the worst storms to europe and thenew york herald says fortu-
nately for us no extradition treaties
iuin force give european govern-
ments any power to send them
back to us again 21

whom did miss marymaryeE
knox marry is19 a question that Is
agitating putnam county new
york mary saysbays john A merritt
was the man that he called for her
iuin a carriage that they drove to-
gether to the clclergymanergy mans house
and were married oaon the night of
november esth last that she came
home and john drove away and
she did not see him afterwards ex-
cept as hahe was driving by john
says he was not the bridegroom
it iais suggested that george knox
brother of tilethe bride personatedpersona ted

merritt the clergyclergymanman iaIs
as to whether merritt or knox or
another manmad behe has seen idokostre

ththea bildebridegroomgroom whom ilehe
married to marymarys but he thinks
neither of them does altogether

the following purports to be
george francis trainstraina last card

Ascas I1 receive no callers talk with
no adultsadult make no speeches visit
no theatrestheartrestheatres concerts lyceums or
churches enter no hotels restaur-
ants courts or public places see no
hiterbiterinterviewersviewers attend no dinnersdinners
ball or private parties maklamake no
calls give llo xmas23 aa presentpresentsss make
no charitable donni lonz attend no
weddings or festivals shake ho
hands belong to no club society or
party court no sympathy ask no
favors need no money desire no
friendship seek no office have no
wish possess no aspirations there
iaIs no necessity of any one havhaving1 n
my address letters pimplylimply ddi-
rected

1

new york city will reach
me

the washington star of
february 2ndand says senator thur-
manman is a great sunnsuffererberer from neilneu-
ralgia during the past ten days
behashe has scarcely slept at night I1 or
been free from pain an hour in the
day

now they term boston the
infidel city think of that 0 ye
puritans andaud children of puritans
pilgrim fathers and pilgrim chil-
dren

grasshoppers are hatchingbatching
out freely in iowa nebraska and
dakota

the chicago timestimm of feb
3rdard says the chicago and north-
westernwes territerii have had several dining
cars built for use on the
division the last of the carscais or-
dered for this purpose arrived heiohero
on yesterdayyestTesterday the chicago rock
island pacific railroad com-
pany are also building some dining
earecare which will be ready to take
the track about the first of may

the texas corpus christchristi
times says owing to the drought
which prevailed so long in the fall
preventing the fattening of cattle
and the growth of grass reducing
their power of bearing the inglem
ennies of the winter many thou-
sand cattle tireare dying daily from
starvation and other causes on
the contrary reports from nebras-
ka are that the cattle on the rangdiranges
are in uncommonly good condition

the boston dostpost says mor
totonn leads the senate only when itif
goes backward 1 1

laramie is spoken oforasofasas likely
to become another pittsburgh

1the now york 27erarderald beks
what would we do ifjr all the the

atres should be closed and then
goes on totb say we rejoice to know
that the area of depressdepressionlorllori which
rested overoner the theatrestheartrestheatres this winterei
is removed and that the public in-
terest in the drama is revived it

the bishop of manchester iiiin
an address in the theatre
wanmanmanchesterchester feb 3 to the compa-
nies of that theattheatrereaudaudand theQueens
made a noble and eloquent dada
fencetence of the stage he said he
was the first bishop of the church
of england if not the first bishop
of christschrisChrlsla church that ever ad-
dressed a congregation in a theatretheatie
hohe ththoughtoetigh t that no one could leave
a good of hamlet or

othello without feeling his whole
nature elevated and strengthened
in 1558 his grace knew macleadMamacreadycready
and in 18651863 liehe mebmet mr charles
kean in canada and heho never en-
joyed personal society more

judge mccuemcgue of brooklyn
thinks a few public trials of divorce
cases would tend to diminish the
number of applications of that
kind and on that ground hohe xejre
bently refused to send a case to a
referee K

even the english sparrows
arearo leaving boston and other east-
ern localities and going west they
hold noisy mass theiu
soar high in the air anaand follow the
setting sun

the farmers around suisun
cal find their newly sown wheat
fields infested by a worm which at-
tacks the kernel of grain before ifitsprouts or soon after it has done so
and a number of fields have been
ruined the same pestpeat destroyed
a crop of grain in sonomabonoma some
years ago1

hard times affect the fashion-
able churches in the states num-
bers of them have that fashionable
incumbrance bonded indebted-
ness and colnesome of them are threat-
ened with foreclosure the total
church indebtedness of churches in
new york is said to bobe 0


