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DOING THEIR DUTY.

WE are pleased to see the City Coun-
cilora elected by the People sianding
up for reasonable taxes and economy in
public expenditures. That was part of
the platform on which they were
elocted,

It must be evident to all close ob-
pervers that the estimates for expense
for the current fiacal year were largely

exaggerated, and thal provision
s  beiug made for funds that
are Dot needed. It 18 much
more evident to the ordinary

taxpayer that the valuation placed
upon property is most exorbitant,
especially copsidering the depression
in the renl estate market. Much prop-
erty 18 being assessed considerably in
advance of what it would feteh onn
forced sale. The rate fixed, under
these conelderations, 1n beyond what {e
vecessary and reasonable, and the en
deavor made to reduce it will be ap-
proved by the majority of our citizens.

Itlaakreat nity that one member
of the Coungil i still absent from his
post. We have no douht he is reason
ably detained, but nevertheless his
presence would have been valuable on
weveral important occasions, Last
night his vote would bave mnde a ma-
jority in favor of 8 reconsideration and
the Mayor’s vote tv defeat it could not
have been cast.

It will be seen that on the ques-
tion of economy and low
taxes, ns against extravagance and
heavy public burdens, the dividing
line ia drawn by party, the ““Liberal”
members holding up the latter, while
their opponents maintain lhe former,

The opprersed taxpayers ought to un-
derstand this, thoroughly, If they
want exorbltant taxes, great expendi-
tures, unnecessary offices, bigsalaries,
wlith few public improvements and no
pew public buildings or enter-
prices, they should hold up the
¢-Liberal’” factlon and the ‘‘Lib-
eral”  adminlstration. Apd as
another evidence of f‘Liberal’* ip-
fluencer and eflects they should note
the undeninble fact, ithat values in
we! estate bave declived with the

prevalence of ““Liberal”” control and
1tfluence.

We hoj e thePeople’s City Councilors
+ i1l keep up their efforts to carry out
the principlies on which they were
rleeted, and that they will not be dis.
couraged. If they do their duty they
wit] stund approved, whether they
are suncessful or not. Do what 18
right,” ete,

CERTAINLY WHY NOT?

“Tugr News insisis that we shall prove
what wo assert, that is, that polygamoua
marriages are certainly celebrated in this
Territory. There are some things we
know that we cannot prove.” ‘

Certainly. We dolosist that some
proof shall be given for assertions like
this, which appear from time to time in

the Tribune:

“We know that theTemplex InSt.George
and Logan are being used &l (bhe time for
the celebration-of polygamist marriages,”

We sny emphaticully that the writer
of that sentence does nol know what
he pretends. We Bay it is totally falae,
We challeuge him to prove what he
says. Is there anything unreasonable
in that? Would any gentleman
who elaimed to know of thinge alleged
to be continually occurring st given

plucen object to Leing asked to give his.

proofs? When a person who seems to
take delight in spreading false -reports
to the injury of the people among
whom he lives, declares that he &nows
certaly things, whirh nobudy else
knows and of which there ls not the
allghtest perceptible evidence, shouid
he not be required to prove what he
saye or stop his everlasting lying?

““There are eome things we know
that we cannot prove.” Wans there
over any more cownrdly attempt to
excuse a mallcious libel? If n decent
person has reason to belleve romething
that he cannot prove,he will either hold
his peace about it until he obtalns
evidence, or say he bdelicves it, not
make direct nssertion® which he connot
subatantiate,

All the surmisings about past oc-
currences which the Tribune hazards,
would not Justify its present atatement,
eveu if they were true, which they uare
not, We do not think the writer who
claims to koow about polygamour
marriages, e ven belicves that they are
takiog place. There is not anythiog
existing as a ground for such belief,
and knowing (hat, every day, state-
ments are made in the Tribune which
are jntentionally falee, we have
reason for our bellef in regard to the
present subject.

Ifthe Temples at Logan and 8t
George are being used nil the time for
“sthe celebration of polygamist mar-
riages,”’ surely one cage cal be proven.

We are certnln that they are not being
uped for that purpose, and therefore we
are equuily certain that ne who claims
to know that they are, and will not
make any attempt to prove what he
asserts, i8 merely ranting for an evil
purpose, and Is undeserving of notice,
to pay nothing of respect.

-— -

HOW THE “IRIBUNE—" RETRACTS.

Everypopy 18 familiar with the
cowardly sort of urchin who, when
caught ina Lad uct, tries to escape
punishment by implicating some
other boy 1o kis guilt, nnd who illogi.
calty pleads, in justification for lying,
that ‘Johanny drowned the cat.*
That is the sortof craven, who 18 now
trying to dodge the damaging proofs of
his meanness and mendsaecity in the
editorinl columns of the Salt Lake
1ribune.

We have given a plain statement of
the facts in relation to the bogus**Bish-
op West’”? letter, and traced its way
itto Tenneesee, where it stirred up the
populace to such rage that
they bruially murdered five men
and mutilsted an aged lady in o Sap.
balth meeting of Latter-dny Baipts,
We have furnished names and datep
and particulars. They are too plain
and conelusive to be nvercome.

Now what is the reply? Simply
columnes of billingsgate and falae
churges against other people. Tirades
of abuse, o few partial facts mingled
with wholesnle inventions, and an
exhibition of lmpotent rage, in the
Janguage of the coarse and brutal blagk.
guard.

Itisof no use., If all the untruths
rattled off by the column in the
Iribune were statements of fact, they
would not change the proof® we furp-
Ished, nor form nn eXcuse for the
course of the Tribuns, por make
“American gentlemen’? out of vulgar
and venomous lumps of meanness and
mendaacity.

The Tribune claing that when the
discovery was made that the “Red
Hot Address’’. was a forgery it made
afrank and full and fair retraction.
That 18 about the only thing in its

column and 8B quarler of wvity.
peration, that is to the point,
And that s not true, When
the proofs that the * Address’?

was bogus were made so positive that
there was no chance for denial, the
Tribune pretended it had been imposed
upen, but also claimed, that the address
wns made up from “Mormon? set-
mons, and said:

“There was notna thiog In that bogns

sermon whieh has nol been taught in
the Tabernacle harangues."

That Is the kind of ‘“‘apology?’ that



