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THE WAR.

STATE OF THE SIEGE.
[Correspondence of The London Times.)
BEFORE SEVASTOPOL, Jan. 28, 1856.
Snnday was celebrated by an extremely heavy fire of
mugketry .between the Russians and the French covering
parties and rharpshooters, The volleys, which rolled
through the less massive reporis of the continual rifie

- practice, were as heavy as those we heard at the Alma or

Inkermann, and, from the numberc of Russian infantry
thrown I1 t» the worke, it !8 evident the enemy inlendﬁ
dispute the small space of ground between the last

trench and the broken outworks of their late batteries
with the greatest vigor and obstinacy,

Possibly, Indeed, orders have been received, Instructing
the commanding officer to resist any nearer approaches
on the part of the French, who have now burrowed up,
trenched, zig-zagged, paralleled and parapeted the whole
of the country, from the shore below the Quarantine Fort,
to the rising ground close to the Flagstaff Fort, for two
miles in depthy by five or six miles in length.

These works the French have executed under very
heavy fire and continued obstructions from the enemy—
shelling from gun, mortar, and cohorn, nightly sorties,
musketry, direct attack, and the fire of ontflanking partics
irom the works.

A8 a general tuley they are not so solidly and finely-
finished as onr own works, nor are they so thick as the
more carefully constructed portions of Chapman’s and
Gordon’s Batteries. But these works are of enormous
extent, and the very slight defects in thelr construction
may be attributed to the loose way in which our allles
construct their gablons. They are not so strongly, neatly,
or carefully made as our gabions, and we have had, in
fact, to reconstruct a portion of trench and parapet made
for ns by the French inone of our attacks, owing to that
very clrcumstance,

It must not be forgotten that the successof our first
altack was materially impeded by the fallure of the French
In maintaining their fire, and that the fallure itself arose
from tte Imperfect construction of the powder magazines
in rear of their batteries, and by the weakness of their
worke. _

These defects have been made good by our allies with
rare energy and assidnity. Their parapets have been made
of great solidity, and their officers now construct thejr
magazines on the English principle. |

A magazine which the French built for us was struck
by 4 shell the other day, and the roof was 4t once des-
froyed. Fortunately it was not charged. This fact shows
that even now thelr workmanehip I8 somewhat slight at
times In the construction of magzazines; but the new para-
pele and earthworks of their advanced attack seem of
extreme solldity and excellence,

Tt 1s stated that the new French batteries will open fire
with — guns, which will be more than twice as many as
they had on the 17th of October. The guns of Rnssian

batteries Inside the Flagstaff Fort are not plainly disecrn- |

ible, but the French have counted, on two or three occa-
+lons, when the enemy opened a general fire, about 200
houches a few, including the newly-erected batteries by
the Quarantine Fort. The storm of musketry never ceased
Jast night upon these advanced works, and the constant
flashes of the heavy guns lighted up the eky till day-
light. .

The French replied by small arme, and searcely returned
a connon shot. Many of their guns are a8 yet masked,
‘but nearly all of them are in position, and each gun will
e provided with 260 rounds of ammunition.

THE DESERET
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able to reopen fire with about — guns m'mm
with ammunition for 48 hours’ sharp firing.
It is to be feared there will be great diMculty in sub-

Fd:llnl the fire of Malakhof and of the Inkermann batter-

les, but the effort must be made, and, if it falls, there
only remains what we had in much greater eMciency and
force last November—the bayonet—to do the work.

It is reported that Sir John Burgoyne recommended the
use of this simple weapon long ago, and that, after the
| radual slackening of our fire, he stated that every day
we abstained from its use would give increased strength
to the enemy, and would cost us many additional lives.

However that may be, one week more will test the value
of all our labors, and enable us to form an estimate of the
| strength of the Russian position. They have besn amusing
themselves lately with shelling the French in the Reloubt
Canrobert from a five-gun battery of great strength across
the Tchernaya, on the brow of the Inkermann hight.

They have scarped the little road up the ravine round
by the ruins to the north side. and have thrown up formi-
dabie Intrenchments to resist any attempt to get round
the north side by Inkermann.

The Paris Presse publishes letters dated before Sovasto-
pols 22d January, from which we extract the following:
—[N. Y. Tribune, .

“The Russians have modified thelr system of attack.
Their sortles, which were from the beginning and until
last month executad in a slovenly and irresolute manner,
are now admirably conducted. In the attack on the 15th,
they displayed great intrepidity. The snow appears to
have excited their warlike ardor and military recollections,
Perhape it {s solely owing to the change of thelr com-
manders, which, according to the deserters, is very fre-
quent.

Toward 11 o’clock on the night of the 14th our advanced
pickets gave notice of the approach of the enemy. There
were then in the trenches two comnpanies of the 96th
Regiment of Infantry, and two others of the 74th, under
the orders of Commander Roumejoux,

Our works are so near the Russians on that peint that
they came down upon us nearly as goon a8 the news of
their approach, with extraordinary boldness, thelr officers
marching at their head. We coolly awaited them, and
when sufficiently close we charged them with the bayonet.
A dreadful mejge ensucd, but the Russians, unable to
resist when attacked with a bayonet, were speedily driven
back, notwithstanding the strenuous exertions they made
to maintain themselves on our line and penetrate into the
| battery. The melee continued dnring thelr retreat, which
does honor to thelr officers, three of whom were killed at
the first rank.

You will remark, probably, that this account pretty
nearly resembles what I already wrote to yom respeeting
the sortles of the Russlans, They are no lenger the men
we bad to contend with at the beginning of the slege, and
[ can assure you that we have now opposed to us adver-
sariés not to be despised.

Moreover, our losses indjcate the firreceness of the afMalr,
We hadl twa captains and several men killed, and fifteen
woundad, among whom were Commander Romejoux and
\wo other officers. The commander (s stlll Jiving, which
'8 truly miraculongy for the upper part of his lunge has
bren perforated by a bayonet.

The Knssians left 30 killed in ovr trenchee. The assall-
ants formed a sirong column, and were supperted by a
vorps of reserve of a novel description. That corps, com-
posed of men speclally chosen for their agility and dex-
terity, was only armed with slight bnt solid ropes, at the
exremity of which was a running noose. On arrl ing
within reach of the batteries, and during the engagement,

F

The Russlans have discovered some of the guns, and they threw on our ol -1« those lassory which thevy handled
*thelr fire has been particularly directed upon those pieces, | with mmeh skill. They «id nol even gpare our wounded,

Jdut they have done little damage.

1t cannot be expected that such an affair as last night?e
wan take place without considerable loss on both sides.
+After daybreak the fire recommenced with great. fury, and
at about B o'clock a regular battle was raging In the
*trenches between the French and Russlans.

There could not have been less than 3,000 men on each
wide firing as hard as they could load and pull trigger, and
the lines of the works were marked by thick curling banks
«f emoke. The fire slackened on both sides about 9 o’clock
simultaneonsly. _

It 18 raid the Russlans llned the crenellated wall, and
were enabled to firedown Into the trenches. 1t is strange
enough that this said wall should have gtood 80 long and
so well. The last time I saw ft—and that was very re-
cently—I could not see any slgn of a breach in It, though
it is mearly opposite the French center attack.

We have been trld thie new weuapon was used in Cauecus-
ses. Thid may be the case} but, as we are not the hal(-
savage populations of Caucusses, we could not help brand-
Ing that barbareus proceeding as ynworthy of a Eurapean
army. Publish the fact in your journal.

It will be a reply to the fine gentiment expregssed by the
Emperor Nicholas, which we read to-day in the papers.
Everything in that sortle was etrange, indeed.
evidently organized by a man of great skill and boldness.

Those 128808, the pecnilar arms borne by the oMoers—
long, straight swords, with poinard hilts—the nails and
hammers for gplking the guns, feund In their pockets, all
showed that the attack was planned and conducted by
men who were determined to die or succeed in the at-
termpt.

One of the .fMcers, in his despair at not deing able to
climb on the epaulement, ran his long sword through the

We further hear that the French drove the Ruselane | gabions tv woand the goldlers placed behind them. One

back, and effected a lodgment inside their Aret parallel at
a point where it 1s partlally covered by the angle of the
ruins of the Flagstaff Battery; but I very much doubt the
correctness of that statement.

Every night, after unusually heavy firing, some such
report {8 sure to circulate through the ¢amp, and now not
a night passes without severe skirmishing, or. rather,
sharp-shooting, behind the parapets and in the broken
ground between the lines,

The works are, indeed, almost into the town, and do-
minate its suburbs, but the ruined houses of these snbnur! 8
are trrnad into defenses for riflemen, and the town itsclf
12 almost one formidable batters, from the glacis up to the
ridge over the sea on which the scuth slde of the town i=
sitnated.

Our own batteries are in very good order, and are ready
for the reception of the — plecas of artillery, which can be

put into them in three nighte. To morrow night our troops |

begin to arm one attack. To-night the working parti &
will begin to place the guns in position in the other attack,
and we have a fine battery ready to open on the steamer
which is anchored toward the head of the creek near
Inkermann, and which has caused ue so minch annoyanae
Ly her shells. The Russ!ans, on thelr side, have made
the heights over Inkermann bristle with batteries, some
of which will probably take onr more advanced works in
reverse, or will at least enfilade them If we do not stop
thelr fire. They must have large command of horse
power to enable them to draw up thelr heavy guns and
14-Inch mortars into such difilcult positions.

The French have relleved all our pickets in front of our
right attack, and our extreme right picket is now sitnated
in whst is called the Middle Picket Ravine. Thislsa
great rellef to our exhausted foree,

In return for this service, which might have been ex-
tended to nus hefors, our Commissariat ratlons a large boc'y

ol t» latter broke the sword Io two with his spude, and
then, leaping over the par-pet, attacked the officer, who
had only his broken #word to defend hamself, and killed
a2im. No doubt exists-as to the worth and rank of the
brave chief who commanded the eoup de main,

The next morning a flag of truoe presented himeelf with
a letier from Gen. Osten-Sacken to General Forey, in
which he expressed his deepest regret for the death of
¢.hat most distipguished oficery’ and requested the com-
| mander of the besleging corps to glve up his body to him.
G:n. Forey lmmediately acquiesced In hla desire, and by
the same opportunity delivered to the Rusgians the bodles
of twenty-six of thelr comrades who had nut yei been
interred.

This delivery took place witkin the bulldings of the
Quarantine, in the presenc? of an officer of an eccentric
character, who spake French very finently, and sald to us,
¢This I8 a shoeking work we are engaged In! What hin-
ders you from takiug the town? All this cannet ‘armnse
you. For our part, we are heartlly tired of 1t What
did he mean by puttiog to us snch questions? 1 cannot
tell; I merely repeat his expressjons verbatim.,

The artillery of the place has modified it8 firing, and has
of 1ate adopted the strange syalem of letting off several
mortars at a time. This prodoces an extraordinary com-
motion in the gir. The plan isnot a bad one, for It s
easler to avold one bomb than ten.

Since the return of the fine weather the sanitary condi-
| tion of the army has sens!bly lmproved. The arrival of
an immense supply of winter clothing, and leather and
wooden shoes, will hereafter protect our goldiers from cold
and damp. One would suppose that we had Turks to
command. All our men wear the red fez, which has been
glven to them !n Hen of nightcape.

They bave, besides, recelved wooden shoes, with exoel-

of the French army. If all goee well, the Allice wiil be

iend socks and woolen glovee, These pactieulars will

It was |}

EWS.

afford you an Idea of the minute care taken of our soldiers.
A large cargo of charcoal has just been landed at Kam-
lesch for distribution among the divisions. Some vessels
laden with firewood have also arrived there. The Gov-
ernment, you see, does not Jet us want for anything.

Since the night of the 14th we have not heard of nor
seen the Russians, They hawe only retained posts of ob-
servation in the valley of the Chernay. Since their last
unsuccessful attempt to penetrate by Inkermann into
Scbastopol, they can only communicate with the army
outside along the roadstead. Nevertheless, from our posi-
tions we can see them regularly attending to thelr vsnal
occupations. They establish works of defence, carry
gabions, and, like us, often blow on their fingers to warm
them.

On the 12th of Jannary (the first day of the Russian
year), I was standing In our new battery, (the one we
recelved from the English, and which is to batter the
tower of Malakofl) whence I had a full view, between the
Flagstaff Fort and the city, of the fine promenade on
which the theatre stands.

With my long glass I perfectly beheld five or flx female
| igures, dressed nearly alike, enjoying a morning walk.
| Everybody was anxlous to bave a peep at them, for it is

now eight months since such a sight relieved our eyes.
Two of them appeared handsome., We followed thelr
movements with a certain pleasure, when they were
accosted with many demonstrations of politencss by two
officers, In whose company they shortly afterward dis-
appeared.”’

Decline of the Aristocracy.
[From the London Times, Feb. 14.]

From different clreumstances |t came to pass that at no
period since the Retorm bill had the aristocratic familles
obtalned o firm a hold on office, plare, and patronage as
in the commencement of 1he year 1854, They had conduc-
ted our buslness for many years without any extraordinary
miscarrlage or misfortune, and we were content to leave
them the field of politics as their peculiar vocation and
monoply. But war has always beéen noted as an unspar-
ing Innovator, the destroyer «f conventlonal respectabili-
ties, and the overthrower of all manner of snug and com-
fortable clignes and coteries. The experience of the
last few months has awakened the people of England
from thelr dreams of wealth and prosperity, from their
traditional self-gratolations over the nava' and military
exploits of the late war, and from the supposition that
men invested with high rank and clothed with great office
are possessed of facuities equal to the direction eof our
affalrs whenever there {8 more than an ordlnary strain
on the vessel of the Sta e, Our eyes are open, and we
behold that we are naked. We ask for talent sufMclent
to conduct great affairs to success{ul conclusions, and in-
stead of talent we are offired title and pedigrees, We
ask for merity, and we are offéered in exchange high con-
pectlons, ory at besty, senlority. The cold shade of aris-
tocracy 18 over us all, and nothing can grow beneath it
except the offshoots of the tree itscif. Up to the middle
of November this country belicved itself to have armies,
generalsy slateemen, departments, all equal to thelr several
dutles, all of the very best the world could afford; and
now, In the middle of February,; in three short monthr,
all Is changed, or rather all is reverred. We have awoke
from our dream of hope, proaperity, and success, to disas-
ter and dismay. Our generals have turned out worse than
uwselees, our ministers something move than incapable;
every publlc department has been crushed into hopeless
imbecllity by the welght of unbending routine and worth-
less formalities, and on no one occasion, that we are
aware of, has the right man been selected to fill the right
place. Everything has been mismanaged to a degree
which, if predicted, would have been deemed Incredible;
yet, 80 far as the public are aware, no single official has
yet been recalledy and, alter a week?s interregnum, Gov-
ernment has been reconstituted and strengthed only by the
omission of three of Ita leading members, and the pro-
motion of one who is at least as guilty as any of those
om!ited,

The peepleof England have remalned quict under all
these things. They have felt—as how should they not
feel?—the mortality which has brought mourning to every
hearths They have noted—as how should they not note?
—the Incredible and Inexplicable confuslon aud stupidity
which kave presided over every depariment, giving real-
ity to absurditics such ae the most extravagant imagina-
tion could pever have painted, and oecasioning miseries
such &8 the gloomlest prophel could never have foreboded,
Why the people have been so long ellent has been to
mogt reflecting men a matetr of woander and astonisment.,
They feel most acutely, btut they have remalned hitherto
paeslve spectators of the method in which their best hopes
and dearest Interests have been squandered and betrayed.
Perhaps they have cherished a hope that at the meeting
of Parllament all things won!d be well. Perhaps they
have been content to read their sentiments falthfully re-
flected in the columns of the prees.

Whatever be the cause of their silence, that cause ex-

lits no longer, and we have to look for an expression of |

public opinion from one end of this country to the othir
which will convey to onr governing classes a most clear
and intelligible warning that the patience of the nation
is exhausted, and that the necesssity of widening the area
from which our Execulive Isto be taken is great and para-
mounts The enthusiastic meeting at the town of Derby
has led the way, and the remaining towns of England wil!
not be slow to follow.
shipy for opening a free career to talent, for placing our
resources in hands equal to the emergency. The perby
| petitioners held no extravagant or exaggerated language,
they declare their confidence in the Justice of the war;
they express their humiliation and regret at the digasters
‘'which have occurred: they pray for a searching inquiry
| into thelr causes, and snggest remedies adequate to the
emergency which we have to meet. While Ministers are
debating how to fill up the most important offices with the
least competent persons, and considering the claima of
rank, w! family, and of connection—of everything except
merit and capacity—while the friends of “rising young
statesmen® of the true breed are Indefatigably soliciting
thelr advancement from ofiice to office, the people of Eng-
land, who care for none of these things, are gravely tak-
Ing the matter Into thelr serious conslderation, and com-
Ing toconclusions but little faverable to the stability of
the present governing clasqes.

We have been ready to allow place and patronage to
be monopellaed by a few great families, We have been

The cry Is for practical stateman- |

content to live in our own country, strangers to our owp
Government, excluded from the working of our own in-
stitutions; but it was only on fondition that our national
pride should be respected, and our interests and position In
the great family of nations remain inviolate. This our
aristocracy have failed to secure to us, and therefore
the people of England will, we hope, demand, in no spirit
of wild and theoretical leveling, in no spirits of hatred or
animosity to any portion of the community, but in the
spirit of practical reform of an urgent and Intolerable
grievance, that the systemn which excludes plebeian talent
from bigh office ghall henceforth be discontinued, and that
in the army, at the desk, and In the council, those men
Inlull be called to the public service who are best able so
serve the public. We wish all success to this movement.
It has been our painful lot to witness more nearly than
others, and to obtain more ample Information as to the
manner In which this war has been conducted, ard we do
not hesitate to express the opinion that without an entire
change of system. a substitution of youth and energy for
age and decrepitude—unless fome plan can be hit upon by
which merit shall be the only criterion in the filling up of
civil and military offices,—withont, in fact, a complete
abandonment of the claime of wealth, of famlily, and of
interest, in favor of that bigher nobility which the hand

of God has Impressed on the forehead of every man of

talent, It}a vain for us to continue the present contest, and
better to accept any conditions, however degrading and
j nowever humillating, since no degradation and no humi1-
lations uffered at the hands of the enemy can exceed those

which our own servillty and meanness have inflicted, and
are about to Inflict, upon onrselves,

A Week of Railroad Suffering.

Mr. Chester, editor of the Kankakee (TIl.) Gazette was
among those who were on a train of the Chicago and
Missiesippl Raflroad, en route for Springfield, during the
late storm.—The following are extracts from his journal.

Thursday, Jan. 25,

At sunset became imbedded in snow-drift, and 350 per-

sone on board of train.

3 o’clock, Friday morning.

. Wood all gone. Commenced breaking up the seats and
other portions of the cars, for fusl. Passengers crowding
around the stoves shivering with cold.

Sunrise—on a vast oce n of prairie, wild and stormy—
our windows covered with a thick glazing of ice, and the
snow driven into the cars at every crevice. Passengers
| £azing upon each other with anxious faces. The coid and
storm too severe to venture far from the care} one or two
houses seen mile distant; no wood or timber in sight.

9 dclocky, a.m. Flznals of distress. Messengers gone
out to communicate our condition to the nearest dwellings.
Express agents commence breaking open boxes and dls-
tributing cans of oysters. Gentlemen and ladies cooking,
by cutting open one glde of cans and getting them om the
stoves—nothing, even pepper or salt to eat with them.

12 o’clock, m. Passengers thirsty—no water—oyster
cans cleaneed with fFnow, then filled with the same, ard
placed on the stoves to procure water to drink.

1 o’clock, p.m. Two men thoroughly muffled in blank-
hatn, appeared on horseback, Ingniring into our conditivn,
and left on full gallop to provide assistance. Found a few
rallroad ties to cut for wood. The Inside of one car, seats
and partitions, burned up to keep warm. Conductor
directed the passengess to begin with the poorest car and
destroy it for fuel, and then the next, rather than suffer
suffer with the cold.

6 o’clock. Children crying for food—some crackers and
cheese arrive, met a joyful reception. Each one with a
handful of crackers—a short allowance of chees¢, many
| unable to get any.

4 o’clock p.m. More provisions, but not sufficlent for
each. Divided among the ladies and children first. En-
gines gone and frozen up.—Men gone In different direct-
lons in pursuit of houres. Our number reduced—deer
scen on the prairie—one man goes in pursuit. Conductor
reports that he can do nothing more towards advancing
us on our journey. Two men from the country arrive
with teams. The members of the Legislature make Jarge
offers to be taken by teams to Bloomington. One team-
sters offers to take a load to Pontlac (13 miles) for ten
flollars aplece, some started on foot; arrangements made
fcr another gloomy night on the cars; efforts to make the
ladies and children as comflortable as possible. The fires
in two of the cars put out, and the passengers crowded
into the remalnder for greater warmth: an altempt made
to hanl one car by oxen back to Dwight station, riw
mniles, but failedj much complaining among the pas-

BETIECTE,
Saturday merning, 9 o’clock. Conductor distributing

somie broken fragments of bread and fried cakes among
the passengers; no person allowed to take more than one
plece; sent for more provislons. Nearly everything pur-
chased, paid for at exorbitant rates. Passengers al work
shovelldg enow; and numbers who have left the cars are
severely frozen. Members of the Legislature very anxiouns
to reach Springfleld; offering almost any terms that mnay
be demanded to enable them to reach Bloomington; no
t¢ amster willing to risk it; have been out in the midst of
the tempest to find teames, but falled,

Clgars nearly gone; j:enthumn emoking very carefully
the last end until it burns their lips.

Gentlemen begging tobacco to chew; are shown itk
wads of it carefully and economically eaved, and are vn-
willing to divide.

1 ¢’clock, p.m. No dinner; started myself for Dwighi
station on foot: there found a dinner prepared; refreshed
myself and started on foot for Washington, 2 miles dis-
tant. Three others joined me; met two engines from
Joliet, about 3 miles from Dwight, in search of our party;
took us on board and plowed through the snow-drifts,
being well stocked with wood and provisions arrived as
Dwight about 7 o’clock: great excitement among tho pase
sengers who had arrived at DPwight station, at the ap-
[penrnnme of the engines. Prepared with an additional
supply of wood and water, started for the scene of dis-
tress; freat Joy on board the cars; were soon extricated
from the snow=-drift and returned to Dwight Station.
Supper prepared, passengers were seated once more,
alter a long interval, to a supper takle,

Monday moruing, 9 o’clock. Members of the Legisia-
tare making arrangements at extravagant prices to go
through to Blocmington, by sleighs, charges twentv-five
} cents per mile; two sleigh Inads leave; a quarter of a

hour later and all 1@ urn: teams unable to proceed;: the

members determining to proceed on foot; dissuaded from
ity effuris to pmcl'.tre other teams.




