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I1
BEFOREbeyore sevastopol i janran 28

sunday waftwar celebrated by ann extremely heavy fire otof
musketry between the russians and the french covering
bartles and i the volleys which rolled
through the less massive reports of the continual rifle

practicedpracticeet were asafi heavy as those we heardbeard at the alma or
kennanninkermannIn andyandtand from the numbers of russian infantry
thrown htit ta the it a evident the enemy intend to
dispute11 the small space of groundround between the last french
trench and the broken outworksoutworks of their late batteries
with ththe greatest vigor and obstinacy

possibly indeed orders have been received instructing
the commanding officer to resist any nearer approaches
on the part of the french who have now burrowed up
trenched iglg paralleled and the whole
of the country from the shorestore below the quarantine fort
to the rising ground close to the flagstaffFlag tafftass fort for two
nailes in depth by ovefive or sixsia miles inn length

I1

these works the french have executed under very
heavy fire and continued obstructions from the enemy
shelling from gun mortar and cohorncohortiq nightly sortiescortiessorties
musketry direct attackattacks and the rirefire of outflanking
irom the works

As a general rulesruleruie they are not so solidly and finely
finished as our own works nor are they BOso thickchck as the
more carefully constructed portions of chapmansChapmans and
gordonsGordonsdona batteries but these works are of enormous
extent and ahethehe very slightflightflig lit detectsdefects in their construction
may be attributed to the loose way in which our allies
construct their babionsgabfonsions they are not BO strongly neatly
or carefully made as our gababionsgabblonsbloneionslons and wow have badrbadyhad in
fact to reconstruct a portion of trench and parapet made
for nsus by the french in one of our attacks owing to that
iery circumstance

it must not be forgotten that the successss of0 our first
attack was materially impeded by the failure of the french
in maintaining their orefire and that the failure itself arose
from tte imperfectperfect construction of the magazines
in rear of their batteries and by the weakness of their
works

these defects have bebeenen mademoadroad Lbyy our allies with
rare energy and assiduity their parapets have been made
t f great solidity and their officers now construct their
magazines on the english principle

A magarinemagazine which the french built for us was struck
by a shell thetha other day and the rootroof wawas stit obee0nce desds
troyed fortunately it was not charged this tactfact shows
that even now their workmanship Is somewhat slightsilent at
times in the construction orof magazinemagazines butbt the new para-
pets and earthworksearthwormsearthworks of their advanced attack seem of
extreme solidity and excellence

it Is stated that the new french batteries will open crefre
with gunsgims which will bepe more than twice as manmany7 as
they hadbad on the of october the guns of russian
batteriesbatlat teries lisda the flagstaff fortport are not plainly discern-
ible but the french have counted on two or three occa

fonsy when the enemy openedopener a general firetire about
douchesbouches a feu including the newly erected batteries by
ahethe quarantine fort the storm of musketmusketryy never cearocease
last night uponupon these advanced workworks and the constanconstant
flashes of the heavy guns lighted uptip the skyeky till day-
light

the french replied by small armarms and scarcely rereturnedturner
a connoncordom hotbot many of thellthelitheir guns are as yet masked
but nearly all of them are in posItpositionlonlov and each gun will

xetie provided with rounds of ammunition
the russians have discovered some of the guns and

their firetire hashis been particularly directed spoilupon those pieces
lutbut they have done little damage

it cannot be expected that such an affair as last nights
icanican take place without considerable losslors on both sides
after daybreak I1 he firetire recommenced with great fury and
att about 8 a regular battle was raging in the
trenches between the french and russians

there could not have been iemless than men olfor each
aldeaide firing as hard as they could load andanil pullpall triggertriggers and
the lines of the works were marked by thick curling banks
ofif smoke the farefire slackened on both sides about 9
amiltasimultaneouslybously

it Is said the russians lined the crenellatetrenelcrenel 4 waiwalwalls and
were enabled to rirefire down into the trenchtrenchesex it Is strange
enough that this said wall should have stooddood so long and
so well the last time I1 saw itilandand that was very re-
cently I1 could not see any sign of a breach in itsit though
it Is nearly opposite the french center attack

we further hear that thetha frenchfench drove the russRusErussianslanslant
back and effected a lodgment inside thetheirr first parallel at
a point where it Is partpartiallylilly covered by the angle 040 the
ruins of the flagstaff battery but I1 very much doubt the
correctness of that statement

every night after unusually heavy firing some such
report Is sure to circulate through the camp and now not
a night passes without severe skirmishing or rather
sharp shooting behind the parapets and in the brokenbrokon
ground between the lines

the works are indeed almost into the town and do-
minate its suburbs hutbut thetha ruined houses of these suburb a
vireare ormed into defenses for riflemen and the town
Is almost one formidable batbatteryhatteryteri from the glacispiscia up toio the
ridge over the sea on which the south side cfof the town Is
situated

our own batteries are in very good orderordery and are ready
for the reception of the piecess of artillery which can be
put into them in three nights to morrow night our troops
begin to arm one ablackattack tonightto night the working part 191 s
will begin to place the guns in position in the other attack
and we have a fine battery ready to open on the
which laIs anchored toward the head of the creek near
inkTukInkennanninkermannermann and which has caused us so muchrinch annoyanceannoyanae
lyby berher shellsshell the russians on their gidessidesside have madmydemadee
the heights over InkerInkennannroann bristle with batteries some
of which will probably take our more advanced works in

I1 r vrv rs s or will at least enfilade them if we do not stop
1 their farefire they must have large command of horse

pow T to enible them to draw up their heavy guns and
14 inch mortars into such difficult positions

the french have relieved all our pickets in front of our
righttight attackattacks and our extreme right picket Is now situated
in what Is calledcaned the middle picket ravine this Is a
grat relief to ououroun exhaustedexhausted force

in return for this service which might have bunea
unmaledled to us Aeforo ourOOT commissariat rations a largelarga bodyboey
of the arenfrench army it11 all gm veliveil11 the alnaalua will be

biebleablehie to reopen alrefire with about guns ankanind mortarmortars each
with ammunition torfor 4348 hours sharp firing

it Is to be feared there will be great dIdifficulty in subrob
duing the fire of malakhoffMalakhof and otof the inkermann batter
iesleg butbet the effort must be made and if it failsfalls there
only remains what we hadbad in much greater ellieitlefficiencyclency and
force last november the bayonetbayonettoto do the work

it Is reported that sir john burgoyne recommended the
neule of this simple weapon long ago and thatthab after the
gradual slackening of our tireyfireyfareaare hebe stated that every day
we abstained from its useme would give increased strength
to the enemy and would cost us many additional lives

IloyiohoweverwerverweLver that may tiesbe one week more will test the value
cfallof allail our labors and enable us to form an estimate of thetle
strength of the russian position they have been amusing
themselves lately with shelling the french in the
canCaucanrobertrobert from a nivefive gun battery of0 great strength across
the aya on the brow of the inkermann bight

they have scarped the little road cpup the ravine round
by the ruins to thetiie north bidaside and have thrown up formi-
dable to resist any attempt to get round
the north side by inkermann

the paris publishes letters dated before
paipal januaryJanu arys fromrom which we extract the following

N Y tribune f

the russians have modifiedmodi nnedfled their system of attack
their cortiessortiessorties which were from the beginning and until
list month executed in a slovenlylo venly and irresolute manner
are now admirably conducted in the attack on the
they displayed great intrepidity the snow appears to0
have excited their warlike ardor and recollections
perhaps it Is solely owingewingwing to the change of their corbocra A

mandermanderssp which according to tbtth deserters laIs very fre-
quent

toward 11 on the nightsight of the our advanced
pickets gave notice of the approach of the enemy therethero
were then in the trenches two companies of the
regiment of infantry and two others of the under
the orders at0 commander I1

oarour works are BOso near the russians enon that point that
they came down upon us nearly as soongoon as the news of
their approach with extraordinary boldboldnessnesbynessy their officersofficer
marching at their headbead we coolly awaited them and
when sufficiently close wee charged them with the bayonet
A dreadful mevametee ensued but the Russrussianslansy unableenable to
resist when attacked with a bayonet were speedily driven
back notwithstanding the strenuous exertions they made
to maintain themselvesvesres on our line and penetrate into the
battery the melee continued during their retreat which
does honor to their officers three of whom were killed at
the first rank

raurouyonton will remark probably that ththa account pretty
nearly resembles what I1 already wrote to you respecting
the cortiessorties of the russians they are no longer the memen

nwe bad to contend with at thehe beginning of the alleresbece and
I1 can absure you that we hayehive now opposed to us adver
sarlerarie s not to be despised

moreover our losses indicate the fierceness of the affair
we hadbad two captains aadand several men killed and fieten
wounledltd among homwhom were commander and
twoiwo other officers the commander laIs still I1livingiving which
Is truly miraculous for the upper part of hisbis lunglungs haghat
brenbeen perforated by a bayonet

the russians left 3020 killed in our trenches Theasrhethe assail-
ants

sallrali
formed a strong columncolumns and were supported by a

corps of reserve a0 a novel description that corps com-
posed ifjot men specially chosen for their agility and dex-
terity was only armed with slight but solid ropes at the
extremity otof vich was a running noose on arri int
within reach of0 the batteries and during the engagement
thy threw on our oliolliol i i H eriov lassorda which they handled
with much killskill treytl ey driliaid not eicieneienen spare our wounded
we have been beld this new weapon was usedneed in caucus
ses this may be the case butbat as we are not the half
savage populations of couldcoald not helpheip brand-
ing that barbarous proceeding as unworthy of a european
army publish the fact in your journal

it will be a reply to the fine sentimentrentiment expressed by the
emperor nicholas which we read todayto day in the papera
everything in that sortie wai strange indeed it was
evidently organizedzedsed by a man of creatgreat skill and boldness

those whetswsetseos the secnilarpecnilar arms borne by the
long straight swordssward5 with boinard hiltsblits the nails and
hammers for spiking the guris found in thetheraberIT pockets all
showed that the attack was planned and conducted byty
men who were determined to die or succeed in the at

one of the acers in his despair at notdot beingheing able to
climb on the ran his longlonga swordword through the
babions tu wound the soldiers placed bhend themthern one
ol01 t11ip latter broke the sword lain two with hisbl spades and
then leaping over the par pett attacked the officer nhomhoho
had only hisbis broken sword to defend himself and killed
him no doubt exists as to the worth and rank of the
brave chiefchiet who commanded the coup dade main

the next morning a tagflarlag of truce presented himself with
a letter iromfrom gen osten to general forey in
which he expressed hishla deepest regret for the death of
thatleat atmost officer and requested the com-

mander of the besieging dorpe to give up ibistl body to him
gin forey immediately acquiesced lain his dairedalre and by
the same opportunity delivered to the rusRueglansgians thetha bodies
of twenty eixsix of theintheir comrades who hadhid ntnot yit been
interred

thibibis delivery tooktoatok within the of the
quarantine in the presence of ina oscr of an emeneccentric
charactercl fracteraracteracler whoho spoke french very fiak and said to ausyus

is a shocking work we are engaged intlot what hin-
ders you from taking the town all this cannot amaseanase
youvon for our part we are heartily tired of lwyit what
did hebe mean by putting to uan such questquert ionelonE I1 cannot
tell I1 merely repeat his

the artillery of the place has modified its gringfiring and has
0off late adopted the strange estera of letting off several
mortars at a time this an extraordinary com-
motion in thetha air the plan Is notcot a bad one for it Isto
easier to vold one bomb thanthin ten

since the return of the fine weather the sanitary condi-
tion of the army basbaa sensiblysensBens bly improved the arrival of
an immense supply of winter clocioclothing and leather and
wooden shoes will hereafter protect our soldiers froinfrom cold
and damp one would suppose that we had turks to
command all our men wear the red fez which has beenbun
given to them in lien of nightcaps

they havebare besides received wooden shoes with excel-
lent1 t socks andind woolen cloree thesechese particulars will

afford you an idea of the minute care taken of our soldiers
A largelange argo of charcoal has just been landed at kamearn
leschleach for distribution among the divisions some vessel
laden with firewood have also arrived there the gov-
ernmentern ment you seeyseessee does not let us want for anything

since the night of the we have not heard of noinov
asensen the russians they have only retained posts of ob

in the valley otat the chernay since their lasiiasi
unsuccessful attempt to penetrate by inkermannkennannIn into
Sebastopoly they can only communicate with the annyanni
outside along the roadstead neverthelesseressyelessy from our posi-
tions we can see them regularly attending to their asna
occupations they establish works of dedefencefences carrycarra
gababionsgabblonsions and like us often blow on their fingers to warnam
them

on the of january the first day of the hesslar
yearyyear I1 was standing in our new batterbatteryrj the one wiwc

received from the enenglish and which Is to batter tillthi
tower of malakoffUalakoff whence I1 hadbad a full view between thethi
flagstaff fort and the city ctof thebe fine promenade or01

which the theatre stands
with my long glassclass I1 perfectly beheld five or rixsix femalfemali

figures dressed nearly alikesalike enjoying a morning walkwalks

everybody was anxious to bavehave a peep at them for it ii

now eight months since such a rightbight relieved our eyes
two of them appeared handsome we followed thelitheir
movements with a certain pleasure when they wertwen
accostedas with many demonstrations of politeness by tw

I1 officerofficerssp in whose company they shortly afterward dis
9

3decline of uiehis aristocracy
fromfroin the london cimerime feb 14ig

from ditdifferentterent circumstancecircumstances it came to pass that at no

period since the Itereformjorin bill had the aristocratic familiesfamIlle
obtained so firm a holdbold on office placesplait and patronage aaas

in illefilehe commencement of the year 1851 they hadbad
bedour business for many years without any extraordinary
miscarriage or misfortunems fortune and we were content to leave
them the nieldfield of politics as their peculiar vocation and
monoply but war has always been noted as an unspar-
ing innovatorinnovators the destroyer f conventional respectably
ties and the otof all manner of snugsting and com-
fortablefortable cliques and cocoteriesteries the experience of the
last few months has awakened the people of englaenglandnd
from their dreams of wealth and prosperity from their
traditional selfseit over the naval and military
exploits of the late war and from the supposition that
men invested with high rankrant and clothed with greatpreatgreatpi eatcat omeeodea
arearg possessed of faculties equal to the direction of
affairs whenever there Is more than an ordinary strain
onan the vessel of the sta e our eyes are openopens and we
bebeholdhof1I that we are naked wowe askark for talent sufficient
to conduct great affairs to successful conclusions and in-
stead of talent wawe are affredon ired title and pedigreespedigreedgreesgreeg we
ask for meritmerits and we are offered in exchange high con-

nections orory at bestbests seniority the cold shade of aris-
tocracy Is over us allair and nothing can grow beneath it
except thethed offshoots of the tree itself up to the middle
of november atle country believedbellheil ved itself to have armies
generals statesmen departmentsdemartineits all equal to their several
duties ailall of tlethetltie e very bestlest the world codi afford and
now in the irdieirdleiddle of february in three short month
all Is changed or rather all Is reven ed we have awoke
numnomfrunarum gurour dream of hopeshope prosperity and success to disas-
ter and almaydismaydiimay our generals havebare tined out worse than
useless our ministers something more than incapable
evenyevery public department has been crushed into hopeless
imbecility bybythethe weight of unbending routine and
leolew formalities and enon noria one occasionoccasions that we are
aware of has the right man beenteen selected to fill the taright
place everything has beenticen managedmismanagedmsm to a degree
which if predicted would have been deemed Ircredible
yet so far as the public arearr aware no single official has
yet deinbein recalled and after a weeks interregnum 3 govgovi

has been reconstituted andund only by the
omission of three of its radingleading memennen iberstubers and the pro-
motion of one who is at leist as guilty as any of those
omittedemitted

the people of englandEngli ind have remained quietquitt under all
these things they havehare felt aaas howbow should they not
feel the mortality mwhich has brought mourning to every
hearth they have noted as hew should they not note

the incredible and inexplicable concenturionfulon and stupidity
which lavehave presided over every departments giving real-
ity to absurdities suchguch aras the most extravagant imagina-
tion could never havehare paInpaintedpainterteeted and occasioning miseries
such as thebe gloomiestgloo prophet could never have foreboderforebodedforeboded
whywh the people have been so ionglone silent has been to
most reflecting men a mateer of wonder and agtonaston lemertismert
they feelfeti most acutely tutlut they haehave remained hitherto
passive spectators of the method in which their best hopes
and dearest interests have been squanderedcd and betrayed
perhaps they have cherished a hope that at the meeting
otof parliament allail wouldoud be well perhaps they
have been content to read their sentiments faithfully re-
flected in the columns of the press

whatever be th cause of their silence that cause ex
titshta no longer and we have to look for an expression of
public opinion from one end of this country to the othiatilt r
which will convey to ouroun governing classes a most clear
and intelligible warning that the patience of the nation
Is exhaustedexhausttedid and that the necessity of thtb area

ourexecutive Is to be taken laIs great and para-
mount the enthusiastic meeting at the town of derby
has led the way and the remaining towns of england wilwill
not be slow to follow the cry Is for practical stateman
shipsship for opening a free career to talent for placing our
resources in handsbands equals to the emergency the derby
petitionpetitionersers hold no extravagant or exaggerated language
they declare their confidence in the justlee of the war
they express their humiliation and regret at the disasters
which have occurred they pray fortor a searching inquiry
into their causes and suggest remedies adequate to the
emergency which we have to meet while ministers are
debating howbow to fill up the most important offices with the
least competent persons and considering the claims of
rancraia tl family and of connection of everything except
merit and capacity while the friends of rising young
statesmen of the true breed are indefatigably soliciting
their advancement from office to office the people of eng-
land who care for none of e things are gravelygraera ely tak-
ing the matter into their serious consideration andaind com-
ing to conclusions but little sarfarfavorablecrablecrabie to the stability of
the present governing claciaclashesstes

behave been ready to allow place and patronage to
be lyty a few great families we have meenbeen

content to live in our owncivil country strangersstranger to OFonronnonryn
governmentgovernments excluded from the working of our ownenown J

but it was only on condition that our national
pride should be respected and our interests and positionpostin inin
the great family of nations remain IninviolateTolate ahlith our
aristocracy have railedtailed to secure to us and therefore
the people of england willswillwiil we hopehopes demanddemands in no spirit
of wild and theoretical leyellevelleveling in no spirits of hatred cror
animosity to any portion of0 theth community but in the
spirit of practical reform of an urgent and
grievance that the system which excludes plebeian faient
from high office shallshail henceforth betie discontinued and that
in the army at the desk and in the councilscouncil those men

i shallghail be called to the public servicebervice who are bestbeet able to
serve the public we wish all success to this movement
it has been our painful lotjot to witness more nearly thithinn
others and to obtain more ample information as totot ttetlethe
manner in which this war has been conducted aiat d we do
not hesitate to express the opinion that without an entire
change of system a substitution of youth and energy for
areape and decrepit ude unless someteme plan can be hitbit upon by
which merit shall be the only criterion in the filling cpup of
civil and military offices without in tactfact a complete
abandonment of the claims of wealth of family and of
interestinterests in favor of that higher nobility which the handband
of god hahas impressed on the forehead of every maman otf
talent it Isja vain fortorforusus to continue the present contesacontestcontes4 andadd
better to accept any conditions however ndd
howeverno vever humiliating since no degradation and nno0 humli
batong at the hands of the enemy can exceed
which our own servility and meanness havebave ininflicted andadd
areaie about to inflict upon ourselves

1 A week of railroad sufsufferingfering
mr chesterschester editor orof the kankakee iiicliIII gazette was

among those who werewen on a train of the chacacolca iogo and
mississippi railroad en route torfor springfield dilwinduingetiethetle
late storm the following are extracts from his journal

thursday Janjane 25
at sunset became imbeddedembeddedImbedded in snowenow drittdrift and per-

sons on board of train
3 friday morning

wood allail gonecone commenced breaking up the seats and
other portions of the carsycarsscars fortor fulifail passengers crowding
around the stoves shivering with cold

sunrise enon a vast oce n of prairie wild and stormy
our windows covered with a thick glazing of icekicesice andan thetbe
snow driven into the cars at every crevice passengers
gazing upon each other with anxious faces the cold and
storm too severe to venture far from the car one or two
houses seen mile distant no wood or timber in sighteight

9 am signals of distress messengers gone
out to communicate our condition to the nearest dwellendwellinggr
express agents commence breakingtreating open boxes and dis-
tributing conscans of oysters Gerilgentlemenlemen and ladlesladies camkingcook inylcy
by cutting open one side of cans and setting them on the
stoves nothingnothings even pepper or salt to eat with them

12 rato passengers thirsty no water oyma

cans cleansed with kaow then filled with the sameksames
ay au

placed on the stoves to procure water to drink I1

2
1 osclock pm two men thoroughly muffled in biankblink

etsa appeared on horseback inquiring intoinlo our conditionL riptip
and left on fullfell gallop to provide assistance Foundround afewa fewrew

I1
railroad atlesties to cut for wood the inside of one car seats
and partitions burned up to keep warm conductor
directed the passengerspas to bepinbegin with the poorest car andawl
destroy it for fuel and then the next rather than suffer
suffer with the cold

506 clock children cracr ingins for food some crackers and
cheese arrivesarrive met a joyful reception each oaid

handful of crackers a short allowance of cheese many
unable to get any i

4 pm more provisions buttut not sufficientt for
each divided among the ladlesladies and children finsfirs Xen-
gines gone and frozen up men gone in diffdifferenterent derividirect-
ions lain pursuit of houses our number reduced jeericerdeer
seen on the prairie one man goes in pursuit conductor
reports that he can do nothing more towards advancing
us on ouronn journey two men from the country arnimarrill
with teams the members of the legislature make large
offers to be taken by teams to bloomington one team-
sters offer to take a load to pontiac 13 miles for tedtea
dollars apiece some started on foottoot arrangements made
tor another gloomy night on the cars efforts to make thethe
ladiesladles and children as comfortable as possible the nirefire
in two of the cars putpat out and the passengers crowded
into the remainder for greater warmth an attempt made
to haul one car by oxen back to dwight stationsstation fix
inmilesllesiles bubutt failed much complaining among the pas-
senger9 rp

Sitti rJay morningmornings 9 conductor distributing
some broken fragments of bread and tried cakes amongaicon
the passengers no person allowed to take more thantharl one
piece sants nt for more provisions nearly everything pur-
chased paid for at exorbitant rates passengers at work

snowenow and numbers who have left the carscare aarere
iseverelyse arely frozen members of the legislature very anxiousg

to reach springfield offering almost any terms that may
be demanded to enable them to reach BloomIngtoiltoti no
itamsterhamster willing to risk it have been out in the midst of
the tempest to find teams but failed I1

cigars nearly gone gentlemen smoking very carefullycarefulcareful
U

fyii
the last end until it burns their lips 11

gentlemen begging tobacco to chew are shown littleuttie
wads of it carefully and economically saved and areareanrn
willing to divide

I1 pm no dinner started myself for dwight
station on foot there found A dinner prepared refreshed
myself and started on foot for washington 23 miles dis-
tant three others joined me met two engines from
jolletjoliet about 3 miles from dwight in search of our party
took us on board and plowed through the snow drifts
being well stocked with wood and provisions arrived at
dwight about 7 great excitement among thothe pas-
sengers who had arrived at dwight station at the aap-
pearance

p

pearance of the engines prepared with an additionadditionalal
supply of wood and waterwatery started for the scene of dis-
tress great joy on board the carcars were soon exicextricatedabed
from the snowdriftsnow driftdritt and returned to dwyght statistation I1

supper prepared passengers were seated once more
after a longions intervalsinterval to a supperupper tabbietabie I1

monday momorningruing 9 members of the legalalerlia
tare making arrangements at extravagant prices ta k
through to by sleighs charges twenty ave
cents per milemilc two sleigh loads leave a ququarterarter ofat aa r

hour later and allell i eurn teams unableenable to proceed thathetb
amberg determining to proceed on foot fifaldfaiaxa
ithi efforts to procuree other teams ff


