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THE DESERET WEEKIY.

tflnd, you could not find the lenst dis-
tnction betwéen the men who have

0 on mirsiens and the men who
have not. God abundantly blesses
His servanta when they return. He
multiplies His temporal blessings
Upen them. They are prospered in
their lands; they are prospered in
their families; they are prospered in
their flocks; and in all thelr operations
And Iahors prosperity attends them.
Thus God witnesses unto His people
that He is able to reward His servants
8nd al] those who put their trust in
Him and serve Him.

What does this show to us? It shows
that it we will give our heartata God; if
e devote ourselves to His service
80d he obedient to Him, we will be

_blessed and prespered as no other peo-
Ple upon the earth bave beon. I
Might extend this slill further and al-
Inde to those who have been lberal in
thelr donations to the poor, who have
fﬂ(_l the hungry and clothed the naked,
4nd who have been strict in paying
their tithing, and aak this congrega-
tioy what have been the results to
those who have done right in these
directions, and who have kept the
Mmandments of God? Have they
Not, in every instanece, boen prospered,
" lenst equal with those who have not
done thene things? I am sure that
your testimony would be that they
3ve been prosperad more than those
Who have besn slingy and niggardly
20d neylectrul of their duties in these
ctions. In this way, brethren and
dlsters, God is bearing testimony to
U8 concerning His work and the re-
“8lta of obedience to His commands.
And it we carry out His requiremonts
our lives, the blessings of the
o8t High will rest upon us in every
frection, In the words of the A pos-
©.Iohn, “It doth not yet nppear what
W8 shali he; but we know that, when
“He ahaj appenr,we shall bg like Him;
d‘;" We ghall see Him ns He §s.”? God
th;‘:lms to make us like Him. Itis for
s fl’lll’]\')mse that He sent us here. It
- Or this purposethat we have been
%8en out of the world. and that the
H‘;"‘Nl has boen revealed. God wants

% children to be like Himself, and

Baylng this I do not mean in a gpir-
Uslized sense alone. There are many
:’e‘[’lpl(s who imagine that we are the

dren of God bacause He is our

Teator, But we differ from all other
pf"“'Ple in this respect. We bellevo that

Y 8re the Uieral descendants of our
sp"_mal Futher; that we are the off-

*UINZ of Digty; that thous aspirations
i 'ch man has, and which cause Him

Perform the mighty works that we

om":‘ 8very hand as wetruvel through-
Kie he earth, are inherited from our
OAl Fathor, They come to us by
arg":“t.or, to use npother phrase, thoy
ity ?Ndjlury. The doctrine of here-
Man 8 Maunifested in the works of
th. We descend from this gront
e who formed the earth, and

t]
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who governa this nniverse. Therefora,

it is matural that man, being His off- |

spring, should bave these glorlous as-
pirations which prompt him to at-
tempt these wonderful worksand te
succeed in carrying them out.

This is the belief of the Latter-day
Saints; and, having this belief, we
should have with it a corresponding
deaire that, when we shail see our
Father, we shall be like Him. If we
have this bope within us, we will seek
to purify ourselyes, even as He is pure,
thnt we may be counted worthy to
come into His presence. )

‘I remember listening n short time
ago to a discourse dellvered by Elder
Penrose from this stand, in which he
alluded to the doctrine thai some
taught concerning every people having
a God to suit themselves. I believe it
has been remarked by a noted infidel
—but it is an old idea— that every peo-
ple formin their own minds an idea of
the kind of God they want to worship.
They clothe him with the attributes
nnd perfections which they admire
and think worthy of worship. The
Indian has his idea of God; the Hindoo
hag hig, and all the various nationas of
the earth have their diffurent idens of
God; each one adepting the God that
agrees with its standard. Thers is, no
doubt, something correct in this. Wa
worship that which we admire, and
oeverything that is admirable pertalnr
to God. Even with our light and in-
telligence we may not comprehend all
the attributes of God, and certainly we
cannot comprehend His greathess,
But we have certalnidens of Hia ghnr-
acter, snd others may have their
ideas, and mny be correct to a certain
extont, just s the Gospel ia beliaved
In, in part, by various peoples. Yon
will find truth in every Iand, among
every peaple, in every form of wor-
ship. You will find it among the
Pagavs. T have found it nmong the
most ignorant people, And I suppose
that if a man were to travel over the
whole world and mingle with the low-
ast human species, he would find somo
remonnts of truth; something that
would be admirable; something that
he could say was good and true. Of
courss, 83 men advance they receive
more truth. This is the prerogative
of those who have embraced the Gos-
pel of the Son of God. This ia the
groat distinction belween us and dther
peoples. We believe in a God of revo-
lation. We belleve in a God who
communicates His mind and will to
His children. And if we seek for it
we beliove that He will reveal Him-
self more and more unto us, and In
grenter and grenter fulness, until we
shail comprehend Him as well as it is
poseible for mortal man to compre-
hend God. We do not worship a
Being that we bave ereated in onr own
imaginations; we worship a Being
who bas revealed Himsel! to us—a
Being who has coimmmunijcated to us
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His character and His attributes, and
rovenled unto us the groatness of His
Godlike character. It wus Docessary
in the very outset of this work
that there should be a revelation of
this echaracter. Up to that tinie,
men for generations had besn ignorant
of the character of God. It was be.
lieved, as many now believe, that He
was 1 Being diffused through space—a
spiritual being, without an eutity or
without a tabernaale. Bnt the first
revelation that was given in our duy,
in answer Lo the prayer of the boy,
Joseph Smith, Jun., nnd seemingly
the most necessary one that comld be
given to lay the {oundation of faith in
the human mind, was the appearanee
of God the Father, nnd His Son Jesns
Christ.

I have heard that there nré some
among us who contend that Jesus is
the Father, and that there is but one
Father, misropresenting and misin-
terpreting the words of divine reveln-
tion contained in the Bible,the-Book
of Mormon and the book of Doctrine
and Covenants. This is a (allacy and
a fnlse doctrine. Thers were two per-
sonnges appeared unto Joseph Smith,
Jun.,—God the Father, and His Sovn
Jesus Christ. Whatever errors had
oxisted, whatever doubts had pre-
wailed vp to that time concerning the
boing of God were swept away,
never to roturn, from the minds of
;hose who believed in that revelation
it that time. God was then uuder-
stood to be the Being who walked in
the Garden of Eden and spoke with a
voice; whose inger was scen by the
brother of Jared, and whom the
prophsta declared to be the Being thnt
He is. This testimony came with
powar on this occasion. Thevefore,we
are not in the position that infidels ns-
sert that other peoples are. The infidel
agserls that they who worship any
being as supreme worship a beingof
their own creation. We do not do this;
for,as I have said, in the very outset
of,this work the Father and the Son
were revealed in ine/Mable glory, and
they were scen by nortal man, and
his testimony stands on record today,
corroborated nnd sustained by the tes-
timony of others who hnve siuce seen
the Lord Jesus Christ, and who are
living witnesses that He lives, nnd
that He is indeed the Son of God, and
>ne of the two porsonages that form
the Godhead. In this respeet, as T
have said, we differ from other creeds
and peopler, and our faith husa firm
fonndation. It furnished unte thoss
who belleved a foundation for thelr
fnith, and they exercised that faith-
until it developed into knowledge.
Among the Latter-dny Saints there is
& knowledge concerning the person-
age of God. We have some conoep-
tion of Him. Wa know that He is 2
Being of tabornacle. A remark sug-
geats itsolf to my mind which I heard
a fow days ago (rom one of oar



