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tend you could not find the least dis-
tinction between the men who havehate
benbeen on missionsminions and the men who
have not god abundantly blesses
rishis servants when they return he
multiplies his temporal blessings

pon them they are prospered in
their lands they are prospered in
their families they are prosperedredinin
their flocks and in all their operations
vadd labors prosperity attends them
thus god witnesses unto his people
that he is able to reward his1119 servants
udaa all those who put their trust in
aimUM and serve him

what does this show to us it shows
that if we will give our hearts togod if
wire devote ourselves to his service
aadd be obedient to him we will be
blessed and prospered as no other peo
pl upon the earth have been I1

extend this still further and al-
lude to those who have been liberal in
their donations to the poor who have
fed the hungry and clothed the naked
and who have been strict in paying
their tithing and ask this
aton what have been the results to
those who have done right in these
sections and who have kept the

of god have they
lotatt in every instance been prospered

et least equal with those who have not
donene these things I1 am sure thatyour testimony would be that they
have been prospered more than those

ho have been etstingyingy and niggardly
andnd neglectful of their duties in these
sections in this way brethren and
i god is bearing testimony to

na concerning his work and the
of obedience to his commands

d if we carry out his requirements14 our lives the blessings of the
ost high will rest upon us in every
action in the words of the apos

qaa john it doth not yet appear what
we shall be but we know that whenae shall appearwe shall be like himfai we shall seea him as he is god
cleresigns to make us like him it is forthis purpose that he sent us here it14 foror this purpose that we have been
chosenosen out of the world and that the
pa has been revealed god wants
TO childrenchildreh to be like himself andm saying this I1 do not mean in a spir
lalized sense alone there are many

hoopleale who imagine that we are theJb ildrenien of god because he is ourOkestortor but we differ from all otherapleale in this respect we believe thatwee oftae the literal descendants of oureternalal father that we are the offnaring of clety that those aspirations
to

aich man has and which cause him
perform the mighty works that we

0 on every hand as we travel throughoattmt the earth are inherited from our
nal father they come to us by

4 to use another phrase they
hereditary the doctrine ofotherehere

ati
isia manifestedbcd in the works of

we descend from this greatvatherher who formed the earth and

who governs this universe therefore
it is natural that man being his off-
spring should have these glorious as-
pirationspirations which prompt him to at-
tempt these wonderful worksworksandand to
succeedsucceeding in carrying them out

this estheis the belief of the latter day
saints and having this belief we
should have with it a corresponding
desire that when we 9shallall see our
father we shall be like him if we
have this hope within us we will seek
to purify ourselves even as he is pure
that we may be counted worthy to
come into his presence

1I remember listening a short timetj me
ago to a discourse delivered by elder
penrose from this stand in which he
alluded to the doctrine that some
taught concerning every people having
a god to suit themselves I1 believe it
has been remarked by a noted infidel

but it is an old idea that every peo-
ple form in their own minds an idea of
the kind of god they want to worship
they clothe him with the attributes
and perfections which they admire
and think worthy of worship the
indian has hisbis idea of god the hindmo
has his and all the various nations of
the earth have their different ideas of
god each one adopting the god that
agrees with its standard there is no
doubt something correct in this we
worship that which we admire and
everything that is admirable pertapertainsluFt
to god even with our light and in-
telligencetelligence we may not comprehend all
the attributes of god and certainly we
cannot comprehendcomprelend his greatness
but we have certain ideas of his char-
acter and others may have their
ideas and may be correct to a certain
extent just as the gospel is believed
dinvinvin in part by various peoples you
will find truth in every land among
every people in every form of wor-
ship you will find it among the
pagans I1 have found it among the
most ignorant people and I1 suppose
that if a roanman were to travel over the
whole world and mingle with the low-
est human species he would find some
remnants of truth something that
would be admirable somsomethingebbing that
he could say was good and true of
course as men advance they receive
more truth this is the prerogative
of those who have embraced the gos-
pel of the son of god this is the
great distinction between us and ather
peoples we believe in a god of reve-
lation we believe in a god who
communicates his mind and will to
his children and if we seek for it
we believe that he will reveal him-
self more and more unto us and in
greater and greater falnessfulnessneds until we
shall comprehend him as well as it is
possible for mortal man to compre-
hend god we do not worship a
being that we have created in our own
imaginations we worship a being
who has revealed himself to usua a
being who has communicated to us

his character and his attributes and
revealed unto us the greatness of his
godlike character it was necessary
in the very outset of this work
that there should be a revelation of
this character up to that time
men for geuegenerationsrations had been ignorant
of the character of god it was be-
lieved as many now believe that he
was a being diffused through space a
spiritual being without an entity or
without a tabernacle but the first
revelation that was given in our day
in answer to the prayer of the boy
joseph smith jun and seemingly
the momostat nenecessarycessary one that could be
given to lay the foundation of faltfaith in
the human mind was the appearance
of god the father and his son jesus
christ

I1 have heard that there are some
among us who contend that jesus is
the father and that there is but one
father misrepresenting and misin-
terpreting the words of divine revela-
tion contained in the bible chebookthe Book
of mormon and the book of doctrine
and covenants this is a fallacy and
a false doctrine there were two per-
sonages appeared unto joseph smith
jun god the father and his son
jesus chris whatever errors had
existed whatever doubts had pre-
vailed up to that time concerning the
being of god were swept away
never to return from the minds of
those who believed in that revelation
at that time god was then under-
stood to be the being who walked in
the garden otof eden and spoke with a
volesvoice whose finger was seen by the
brother of jared and whom the
prophets declared to be the being that
he is this testimony came with
power on this occasion ewe
are not in the position that infidels as-
sert that other peoples are the infidel
asserts that they who worship any
being as supreme worship a being of
their own creation we do not do this
for as I1 have said in the very outset
orthis work the father and the son
were revealed in ineffable glory and
they were seen by mortal man and
his testimony stands on record today
corroborated and sustained by the tes-
timony of others who have since seen
the lord Jjesusesus christ and who are
living witnesses that he lives and
that he is indeed the son of god and
one of the two personages that form
the godhead in this respect as I1
have said we differ from other creeds
and peoples and our faith has a firm
foundation it furnished unto those
who believed a foundation for their
faith and they exercised that faith
until it developed into knowledge
among the latter day saints there is
a knowledge concerning the person-
age of god we have some concep-
tion of him we know that he is a
being of tabernacle A remark sug-
gestsg aU itself to my mind which I1 heard
a few days ago from one of oar


