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““Can a‘man hope to make a living by
writing for the magazines, Mr. Gilder??
I asked,

“‘A number of persons are now dcing
50,"? was the reply.

*‘What advice would you give to a
young writer who is anxious to suc-
ceed?”

**To always write the very best that is
40 him, and to be rever satisfied with
anything less than his best.”

*-What is the chiet trouble with pew
writers? Why do they not lasip”

“I thiok it is because they wrhe
chiefly for the sake of getting their mat-
ter into print and not to do the best that
is in them. The amateur ofien seems to
think that if his articles can be pub-
lished, that that is all that can be de-
sited He feels also, that after he has
had one or two such publicaiions, the
magaz'nes are open to him, and any-
thing that he may write is good enotIgtl
1o publish, So he dashes oft something
and sends it on the rounds. Ipstead ot
putting all the inspiration, study and
thought 1here is in him info his articie to
produce a work of art; instead ol keep-
ing the matier by him and workiog it
over, he sends it off at the close of the
first draft, content with mediocrity or at
least with much less than the hest work
that is in bim.”

‘‘But sfter all, Mr, Gilder, only a very
few articles are accepted out of those
which the magazines receive.”

“Yes,” was the reply, "that is true.
We can use only between four and five
per cent. of the articles which are sent
to us. The manuscripts which we anou-
ally receive amonnt to about 10,000. We
can print only about 400; 50 you see we
must reject many very good articles As
it is, we buy more than we should.
There is a never-ending temptation 1o
purchase oew matter, ang the result is
that we have a preat amount of literary
capilal stored away upon the payments
for which we receive no interest, and
some of which we shall never be able 1o
use »

“You have been with the Century
since its begioning, Mr. Gilder; will you
please tell me how ithe magzzine was
started?”?

“What is now called the Century
Magazioe,” replied Mr, Gilder, ‘‘was,
during the first ten years of i's exist-
ence, known as Scritner’s Monthiy. It
was fovnded by the Scribners, J. G.
Holland and Reswell Smith, The idea
originated withthe Scriboers. They had
heen publishing an illustrated monthly
under the title of Hours at lome
Then Mr, Sciiboer proposed to Dr, ]
G. Holland that he should come to New
York and 1ogether they should found a
magazine with illustrations. J. G. Hol-
land had been very successful as one of
the editcrs of the Springfield Republi-
can, and his book had had a very wide
sale. The Timothy Titccmb lettess,
which fiist appeared in the Republican,
bad been published in book form by the
Scribpers'and had had an enormous cir-
culation. Holland’s Life of Lincoln had
been very widely read, andso also had his
poem "*Bitter-Sweet.”” When Mr. Scribner
asked Dr. Holland to join himio the
founding of a magazine, Dr Holland re-
plied that he would do so, provided Mr.
Scribner would allow him to choose a
partner., . To this Mr. Scribner consent-
€d, and Dr. Holland chose Mr, Roswel]
Smith, who took a third of the stock,
and became the business manager of the
new enterprise. Before Dr. Hollacd

died, Mr. Smith bought a large part of
his stock, having already bought out the
Scribner interest. The principal work-
ers on the magazine and on St Nicholas,
also became stockholders, The nathe
of the magazine was changed to The
Century.”

I here referred to the editorial feat-
ures of the Century. It is, you know,
the only magazine ¢f the world which
takes sides upon leading questions and
which aims to discuss the great move-
menis in art, science, society, politics
and religion. I asked Mr. Gilder where
this feature of the Century originated.
He replied: [

“There were editorlals in the maga-
zine from the start. Dr, Holland had a
department entitled ‘‘Topics of the
Time,’? which expressed the opinions of
the editor upon things which were up-
permost. We have the same depart-
ment today.”

Do you think such editorials have
much weight, Mr. Gilder?”

I think thal a magaz ne like this can
do a great deal to help along in the work
of reform The Century has done what
it could to bring about an un-parlisan
victory for sound money. I think we
accomplished something in aiding in the
overthrow ot the Louisiana lottery, The
War Series and the Life of Lincoln have
done much to moderate the feeling be-
tween the people of the North and
South, and there are other similar 1hings
I might mention.”

*“%What do you consider the leading
issue before the country today?? I
asked.

"“We believe,” replied the editor of
the Century, *‘that one of the grealest
movements going cn in Christendom is
the growing interest in the goverament
of cities. We are helping to arouse put-
lic sentiment in this maiter. We have
published papers by Dr. Washington
Gladden, Dr. Shaw and others relaung
to it, with a view to increasiop civic pa-
triotism among the people. %Ne are ad-
vocating the separation of cily politics
from naticnal politics,rand we shall op-
pose the political machine wherever it
interferes with civic development.’!

*‘What success are you having?™?

*‘l think,” replied Mr. Giider, “lhat
the pedple are now begioning to realize
that our cities aie behind those of-the
rest ot the world in honest, efficient and
groz:essiue niunicipal goveroment The

0sses have already discovered that
their selfish and monopolistic distribu-
tion of patronage is being interfered
with, and they gre now making their last
aitack upon civil service reform.”

“Do you mean by that, Mi. Gilder,
that the ca§s of bossism are num-
bered?”’

“If by numbered you mean that boss-
jsm is about to die, I would say that I
believe that it will be a long time belore
the system will entirely pass away. [
do think, however, that our people are
beginning to wake up to the fact that the
political machines are mere labor bu-
reaus, each having its respeclive client-
age, the members of which it tries to
keep in official work without regard to
merit It, on the other hand, it 15 said
that the merit system may al!so be called
a labor bureauy, it can be asserted that it
is one working for the interests of the
whole people, and especially :or those of
the poor man *
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THE OVERLAND MAIL.

As Lhe approschibg :Ploneer Jabllee
awakene recolleclloos of soenes and
evente inoldenl to the early hLilstory of
this country,and na the Overland Mail
a0d Pony Exprees are (o bave no spes
clal represeniation in our Jubllation,
perhaps it wlil not be Dointetestiog Lo
recail eome reminiscences of those
times,

{Manoy articles on these subjects ha ve
been writieo by antbors eminsnt In
literature, obtalning tbeir ipapiration
itbroagb tne window of a Palave gar.
The caliow college gpraduste io bie
aeneational and Ifrantic efforts Lo point
a Faber and adorn a tale, has given ua

‘bloodoursling patticulars of somsthing

oe had no ex perlencsa 1o or opportunl-
tles to learn.

Previoua to 1857 our mail facilitles
were menger and ita arrival irreguisr,
eopeoially in the wioter. The deep
apow, \ne absence ol stallons on the
route, provisious »nd feed for acimals
mwaklog it extremely bhazardous Lo at-
tempt the trip. But even Lhese diffl-
caluies wera overcome by Lbe bardy
men who braved theetorme aud perile
attenuing the perssge o! lbe moun-
wein ranges in Lhe winter sesson, often
baviug to drag the mall on rawhldes
for milea over the snow, and the hard-
shipr endured by Charjle Decker and
“Eph’” Hauke ure proverbial smong
old-timers 1n the State.

Io tbe epriog of 1857 Hiram EKlim-
baj)i pecured the conirsCl for carrying
the U. 8. malis beiween Lesvenwarth
anu 8elt Lake Chy anda sub.Jet it Lo
the B. Y, Express company. This
compru¥ equipyed its route with light
wegoe, Mules and berd asnimals,
ereoted elattoue st couvenjent qic-
Lincep, pruvisioned tbem and prepared
fur Enccesstinlly oarrying the malia and
paesengers, They musde bui two or
three trips wheo the poatal sutborities
relpeed to uvelilver the mall to this
company for the reason thatthe mijf-
iary expedition bad b:en ordered to
Utab. The ovntrasol waes taken from
the B. Y. Exprees company and with-
vut suy compsensation to them for
thetr l.es was given to Hockldsy &
Burr, who ocontipued lo oarry the
malle between Jisavenworib and Fort
Bridger until tbe army moved
and tben to 8Sall Lake City. This
concern wans represented here by P,
. Doteon snd George Merrick, Tula
oympanoy dieposed ot ite ronte to Majur
Josa Kerr, McGraw and otheis; Kerr
suooecded by Fiekland as superiuten-
uent and Willlam Asbton 8s ageot of
lbe tiret alvielep, avd toie company
wap soceeded by Rusgeil—Majors aod
aspooistes with A. B. Miller ae ojty
agent **0jd Ben'? Fickland, succeeded
oy Clule ae cuperintendent asd Jamer
E. Bromley,agent of the firet or moug-
taln division wnd the notoricus Blade,
agent of the next division east, Tils
company was goon sheorbed by Jonee,
Oanwrigbt & Co., saud in he winter of
1861.2, Ben Holidey took possession of
tte road witn Col. Eaton as superln-
tendent, Hollday having had s chattje
morlgage on it lor some Lime befure,

The rebellion breaking out in the
spring o 1861, the goveroment became
apprehensiveof danger to tne soulb.
orn overiand rcute, Liabie as it was to
toterruption Irom the confederates,
espeoially in Texas and New Mexico,
any coneideriog 1t of great lmporianve



