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extraordinary balloon voyageboyage
udestulles an hour for fifteen

1

hourshairs
the balloon voyvosvoyagearrearye

edby4 by proprofessorfeso r wisvise e across thetile
Aatlantict littitid is attattractingmeting very general
attention if successful it will be
the most daring and remarkable
trip of the kind ever accomplished
andangwillwillwiil probably inaugurate a more
ehiebigenerallyefi fally useful eracra ina serial navi-
gationga tion at this juncture the fol-
lowing account of an extraordinary
voyage by balloon which was ac-
complishedcomplis hed during thetile siege of
paris by the prussians will be
hinterfinterinterestingesting it is translated from a
recent number of tilotile courier des
etaneton unis

during the siege of paris great
service was rendered to the
frfrenchuch government by means of
balloon voyages many of which
worewere successfully accomplished the
most exciting and perilous of all
being thetile oneoue tilethe particulars of
which we now present to our read-
ers

it was the 2ath of
rheche governor of paris wished to
send to the government at tours a
despatch regarding a plan to efrece
a union between the army of panisparis
andarid that of the loire but every
avenue to and from the city of
paris was commanded by the guns
of the besiegers and any attempt
opas beyond the ill fated city was

certain death or seizure by the
enemy to him who was foolish
enough to maheiamakomake it thetho only hope
of the governor therefore for the
successful transmission of the mes-
sage was by balloon and orders
were issued to have one iniein readi-
ness

adladi
by 10 at night captain

paul rollerholier being chosen as aero-
naut to carry the important mes-
sage

inowhoiho hour of elevencloven has just
sounded the balloon city of or-
leans twenty two metres high
eighteen in diameter and con-
taininggainin two thousand cubecubicI1c
metresmatres of gas isjs in readiness it
contains besides the requisite num-
ber of bags filled with sand for bal-
last about sixty pounds weight of
letters a cage with sixax carriercarrier
pigeons a package of government
dispatches and the provisions for
the journey captain roller is to
have tor company a soldier
a member of the corps of francs
ti the two men enter
the car attached toio the bal-
loon the word leblobletlot her go is
given and at a rapid rate the bal-
loon rises into the air amid cries
from the beholders of vivo la
franceeranee 11

A favorable breeze was blowing
but the nlnightPht was dark and a lightq
snow was fallingfailing inid a few min-
utes the balloon had reached a
height of about a thousand yards
and as etwas then passing through
a stratum of very dense air several
of the ballast babasbagss were
thrown out they fell it was sup-
posed into the prussian camp for
several shots were immediately
fired but were beyond
the reach of the guns and
quickly reached an altitude of 27-
00 metres over three thousand
byardsyards this height was maintain-
ed for several hours the towns and
villages below being distinguished
occasionally by their twinkling
lights in the intervals between
the clouds through which the bal-
loon was most of the time travel
ing

about half past three the next
morning four and a half hours after
leaving paris the travellerstravellers were
rather startled by a continued and
very audible noise like a distant
murmur which they for some time
fancied proceeded from a railway
train on one of the northern
lines this became more audible
as they continued their journey
and perplexed them not a littlittleleilel as
they listened in vain for the whis-
tletle tthehe invariable accompaniment
of rarailwayliway trains in france as well
as in america

with the dawn of thothe day the
travellerstravellers perceived below them a
light fog in every direction cap-
tain holierroller resolved to descend and
take a view of the situasituation and
discover if possible the cause of
the unaccountable noise which
was still heard A considerable
descent was effected and when
through the fog all below them
looked like deep darkness but as
they were still far too highhigh to ac-
curatelycurately distinguish anything on
the surface of the earth theythoy imag-
ined they were over a large and
dense orestforestrf with eyes strained
almost to bursting they noticed all
around below astug faras theycould see
small whito patches or spots which

theysuppose to bobe half melted sno wV
but it Wwaswabasiael not yet sufficiently lighthi0
for them to be sure what they were
slowly they descended still hearinbearinhearingI1
the murmuring noiseJ which ilallahad
now become boso loud as to cause
them a good deal of anxiety still
watching the white spots or patches
one or both of them finally dis-
covered that they were continually
moving and then the truth flashed
across their minds that instead of
beinbeing partiallyartiartlallyails melted patches of
snow tricythey were foam on the billows
of the ocean then tiletilo noise wagwas
accountaccountedea for it was the murmur-
ing of thetile ever surging waters and
for severalleveral hours they had been
floating over thetile german ocean

when the sun had dispersed the
fog the inmateshigates of the balloon sawsais
what they fancied to be indications
eflandof landlaud at a very long distance tto
the cast the situsituationatioatlo ll11 was a terri
b lo106 one the barometer shovedshowed
that they verowere but a little more
than five hundredbundled yards high A
considerable amount of their gas
was used and the lower part of the
balloon was in a semi collapsed con-
dition while benibefibeneatheathcath themtheril ininaveyevey
direction stretching beyond their
range of vision was a wild waste
of waters

the of gas was
their onlydahly hope of escape from
death and captain rollerholier making
aladden of his companions shoul-
dergersgera mounted thence into the cord-
age of the balloon to close the
escape pipe so as to prevent the
unnecessary waste of gas tilethe
balloon still descended so more
ballast was thrown out but thisI1time instead of throwing away
their sand bags of which theythem
might yet stand in great need a
packet of proclamations to the
Gergermansmanalymanall was given to the fishes
perceiving some ships at a great
didistance al roller resolved if pos-
sible to make a descentdecent near to
one of them in the hope of being
derdesrescuedcued the balloon hadbad been
seengeen by somebome on board the shipsships
andaand a gun had been fired as a bigsig-
nal to thejhb aerial voyagers rtherhe
descent was made with great ra-
pidity and almost before the aero

were aware ofbf it the balloon
was only a few yards from the sur-
face of the water and contact with
a lofty billow almost overturned
the car containing thetho two men
quick as thought they endeavored
to obtain possession of the guide
rope putbut they were unsuccessful
A furious wind tossed the balloon
inin every direction and the men
were covercoverededwithwith foam from the
billows in desperation and with
the hope of lightening thethe balloon
a package of letters weighing 65
kilograms and a number of bags of
ballast were thrown into the sea
this lightened the balloon which
now ascended with frightful rapid-
ity and bore them far beyond the
reach of aid from those on board
the vessels the expansion of the
gas also rendered danger iimminentamine rittit
by explosion but this waswag ob-
viated by agaiagain opening the escape

I1 pipe in a few minutes the bal-
loon was floating at an alti-
tude of 5 metres in a very dense
atmosphere As soon as an obser-
vation could be made it was found

I1 that a change in their course had
taketakenm placeplacer the barometer also
showed that the balloon was des

indicated a continu-
ed escape of gas it was again
necessary for 11 roller to ascend
into the shrouds which he attempt-
ed but found the task exceedingly
difficult because of the intensity
of the cold which had thothorough-
ly

h
frozen the material of whichwhich

the balloon was made the ther-
mometer standing at 39 deg centi-
grade below zero the clothing of
the unfortunate men was also arofro-
zen their hair and beard covered
with a heavy rime frost and they
were suffering from intense thirstt
owinowing to the rarefaction of the air

in spitesmite of their efforts the gas
continued to escape and the balloon
to descend the fog had by this
time cleared awayawayawny and the travel-
ers were struck with the singularly
beautiful appearance presented by
their aerial ship which was entirely
covered with diminutive needle-
like formationformations of ice which glis-
tened in the rays of the sun
like an immense cluster of dia-
monds

they were soon a tlin enveloped
in another dense fofoofoe accompanied
by a sulphurous sulisull abingbiting odor
and a peculiar sound which 11
roller attributed to the whirling
of a maelstrom As the balloon de-
scendedA the travellerstravellers noticed
what they thought might be banks

1 ofor sand and hope again grewstrong
I within them that they wrebeyondbeyondend
neptunusNepNepttunesunesunee domain andard werewee once

moremome floating over terra famia A
new alarm was now experienced
by the rending of a portion of thetile
frozen cloth of their balloon caused
by thetho expansion ofgusof gas M rou-
lier again ascended and opened the
rsafetysafety valve to allow the gas to es-
cape for badly as holie could ataffordtord to
lose itt this seemed to bobe the only
means of avoiding greater danger
whilst liehe was so engaged his com-
panion noticed a peculiarDeculiarcullar motion of
the guide rope thetiie cause of which
could not be explained on account
of tilethe heavy mist but after a close
examination for several minutes
the men were convinced that it hadbad
become entangled in some of the up-
per branchesbranchesofaof a pine tree escape
irom death seemed all but certain
now for they wereveto at no very great
distance from mother earth and
preparations for an immediate de-
scentscent were made the escape valve
was opened and the anchor cast
and inalnain a few moments the car of
the balloon rested in a deep snow
bank captain boulier jumped
out but the leg of the fraticfranc
had become entangled in the ropes
and he could norgetnot get loose

lightened by tile weight of one
of its inmates the balloon began to
ascend al roller seeing the dan-
ger of his companion sprang to-
wards the balloon and succeeded
in grasping a sand bag hanging
from the cancar ho retained his noldhold
on this hoping by hisills weight and
strength to prevent the balloon
rising in this hohe failed but the
ascent was much slower by this
timelime the franefranc timur hhadad got his
leg free and they instantly let go
their hold of the still rising balloon
and dropped to the ground a dis-
tance of forty or fifty feet lucki-
lyy foror them the snow was deep and
they sustained nome injury by the
fall rollerholier sprang to his feet and
seized the guidegulde rope still within
reach hoping to prevent the flight
of the balloon but hisbruised and
frozen hands were powerless to holdbold
it and still containing the letters
and dispatches the cage of pigeons
and worse than all the provisions
of the travellerstravellers it was soon lost
sight of

the first few moments after
alighting from the balloon our trav
ellers experienced a feeling of un-
alloyed pleasure at what they con-
sidered their escape from death
then they began to contemplate
their newnow situation which after
all was anything but a comfortable
one they had been more than
fourteen hours in their aerial chari-
ot

charl-
ot sometimes above the clouds at
others in danerdanendandangera cr of being
in the waves and several times
their lives being in great peril
now at about half past two in the
afternoon of the of november
faint with hunger and almost frozen
with cold they were ina mountain
reregionlonion the snow very deep and no
81signan of human life or habitation
before them at ina little distance
was a lofty mountain peak covecoverercoveredreIrel
with ice and snow and surround-
ing them in every direction was
what seemed to bobe an enormous

11orest they finally resolved to
navelraveltravel in a southerly direction and
theyhey at once commenced their

dreary journey
ththoe snow was fallingin fast and at

every step they took it reached to
their knees their march was
slow and painful and shortly after
commencing it they were startled
by tthe appearancep nce aat a few yards
disdistancece of three largeago wolves
thehe jatterlatterr made no offoffensive de-
monstrationsrations but the sight of the
beasts wawarnedmedbed thothe travelers that
they must adopt measures for their
own safety before the darkness of
night overtook them after a
threethrpo hours march M roller bauksank
down upon the snow completely
exhausted liehe could proceed no
further thethe Ffranefranc who had
beenbech half paralyzed with fear while
in the balloon had seemed to ac-
quire renewed energy upon feeling
the thunderearearth under his feet again and
when his companion gave out he sotset
to with a will to mali-emake him as com-
fortablefor table as tilethe desperate nature of
their circumstances would permit
hohe first made him a kind of litter
of branches of the fir tretree0 upon
which he laid him now fastt asleep
he then took a surveyorsurvey of the vicinvicin-
ity and not far off discovered a de-
serted cabin part of the roof had
giveni way under tiletiie weight
snow but inside was a quantity of
hhayr into the poor shelter thus
afforded hohe helped his companion
and sheltered him as well as he was
ableabiel in the hay roller was sufsuffer-
ing

er
severely from hihungeringer and a

strong fever had set in but hohe fin-
ally sank to sleesleep and for anewafewa newfew
hours he became forgetful of pies
ntt sorrowsborrows in its sweet

franc keeping watch in thetile
meanwhile when roller awoke
holie turned sentry while hisills com-
pagnon dcdo voyage slept

thetho light of returning day saw
them both ready to renew their
journey their first care was to
provide themselves with stout
sticks with which to defend them-
selves if occasion should require
against the attacks of wolves nu mer
ous tracks of which they found anthe
snow in thetile neighborhood of the
cabin they had sheltered in during
the night again theytiley directedd
their way sousonsouthtb ward they had not
travelled very far before they saw
in the snow the tratrackek of ai horse
and tilethe furrows made by a sledge
they followed tillsthis guide for three
quarters of an hour when to their
joy theytiley beheld a cabin half bulled
in the snow before the door of
which stood a sledge loaded with
haybay As fast as their tired limbs
would permit they made their way
thither they entered and found
it a sorry place A hole in the roof
was the only chimney and portions
of the skinsshins of beasts were nailed
over thetile aperturesapertures where windows
ought to have been in one corner
was a bed of hay enclosed with
three or fonourfourir boards and covered
with a skin in another some em-
bers on the hearth still burning in-
dicatingdi that the occupants of the
hut had but recently left by thtiletiloc
side of tietlethe liretiro were a pair of wood-
en shoes and somesoma shelves con-
tained a few plates and dishes of
coarse brown earthenware

other marks ofor civilization were
a coffaecoaleo pot containing some luke-
warm coffee a dish in which were
some cooked potatoes andund a pot of
sour milk the almost famished
men ate a part only of the
scanty and uninviting pro-
visions of their unknown hosts
not daring to eat the whole
for fear of incurring their anger
they replenished the nirefire and
slightly refreshed by tilethe food anand
warmth they awaited with somesonic
anxiety the return of the owners of
the hut they had not towto waitwaltalulonglongiong
for in a few minutes they heardhearod

voices outside and hastily open-
ing the door of the cabin they saw
two men approaching leading a
small horse harnessed to a sledge
bolterroller advanced and saluted them
salutationhis meeting with a kindly
and respectful response A conver-
sation was attempted but unfortu-
nately neither party could under-
stand a word that was saldsaid by the
other by signs and gestures
however the frenchmen finalfinally
seemed to make their hosts underunder-
stand something about their situa
tionand thothe latteriatter evidently fulllull of
sympathy quickly placed before the
unfortunate strangers a plentiful
supply of the best food theytiley
possessed consisting of bacon sau-
sages coffee etc

while the aeronautsaero were eating
one of their hosts examexaminedinedaa pair
of boots which MBolier had diledpulled
onnoff and found thereon the aaddressdress
of the in paris and lie
exclaimed parisnaris parispanis frenchFrenclill I1

this discovery was followed by
hearty handland shaking and greater
cordiality than before M holier
next by means of a sketch which
behe drew made his hosts fully un-
derstandderstand that hebe had travelled from
france in a balloon and our travel
lers finally discovered to their great
astonishment that they were in
norway yesye their unmanageable11

conveyance hadllad actually bbroughtaught
them leagues igau1950 miles fromflom
paris in less than fifteen hours
they welo thentilen at in thetilo
province of Thilemarken and at
the fofootot of one of the inosmostt lofty
mountains in norway

withoutVithout loss of time at roller
hired his hosts who lielio learned
were bi othersbrothers to convey him and
his friend to the nearest village
whence theyaliey departed for

J going by sledsiedsledgescs as far as
Honghon sund and thence to thetho nor-
wegian capital by railway eveevery-
where

ry
the rumor of their extraordi-

nary journey and their almost mi-
raculousra escape from death preced-
ed them and the inhabitants in-
cluding thetho corpocorporationscorporaterationsong of the va-
rious

va-
how places throughii which they
passed accordedaccorded tremthemtem the most
hearty welcome amounting almost
to ovations at Chrlschris tiletilo
most prominent citizens including
the dignitaries of the army and navy
and the heads of the public service
got uup a fetefote in their honor and
a subssuirsubscriptionse for their benefit to
which were invited tietheI1 french
conconsul and all the french residents
oathof thee city

through all the dangers of his
momentous fifteen hours ride be-
tween earth and heaven and
afterwards from thothe peasants hut

in tilethe mountains to the norwegian
capital 11 rollerbolter had retained pos-
session of thetho precious despatch
from the governor of paris to the
government at tours and one of
the first things liehe attended to after
reaching christian ja was to sendtend it
thence in cipher by telegraph

the balloon was found a hundredhu adred
kilometreskilometres to the northwest of the
place the travelers lost sight of it
AT roller presented 14it to the uni

on condition
that it should bobe exhibited for the
benefit of those wounded in the
war for the same object lie also
authorized the sale of illshis porpotportraitrait
and a medal commemorative of his
journey thetile proceeds fromflom all three
amounting to francs which
he subsequently placed at the dis-
posal of the government

in consideration of thetiie dangers
he hadllad incurred and the daring0and fidelity liehe had exhibited in
performing tilethe task assigned him
al rollerholier was made a ellecliechevaliervaliervaller
of the legion of lioHonorandhonoreand an offi-
cer of tiletiie orderorden of st olaf ofor
sweden

A new orienorlenOrleansn s jjurymanu ryman was
asked by the judge if lie ever lead
the paperpapers liehe replied despyes
your honorhonor but if let me
go this time illiii never do BOso anyaby
more

dr mary walker haslias passed
through havana ills on her way
to claim her washington clerk-
shipshiP shebhe stopped at a grocery
store for lunch and was kurpurroundedsurrounded
by the natives I1 who gazed in won-
der at her peculiar costume and
disputed as to whether she was
captain jack or the shah of persia

anali old negro woman in
georgia gives her views on makmakingi ng
cotton she tells bill stone IDde
way day use to make cotton in my
day was neldwidaa plenty ol01

need den an if
you will jest gib me a few biggers
and a good hickry now I1 kin make
any ob dis land about heibeihereheroc fetell
good cotton dat will beat any of

11

two amusing answers of the
son of a western senator at west
point are recorded on being asked
into how many pieces a d dischargedscharged
spherical shot will burst lie re-
plied into two attit least sir I1
should think and on being asked
what were the uses of the vent in
a apiecepiece of ordnance replied after
mature consideration that it
showedallowed the upper side of thetile wungungun
and it was useful to spike it willimithwith 11

why asks thetho world do
wowe have our roofs badly mended
our houses badly built our work
badly donedono in fitlyfifty ways because
americansamericana are too gentegenteelgenieeP to bobe
plumbers and journeymen mechan-
ics at fivefire dollars a day though
thetheyy will clerk for two dollars
Cconsequentlyone we have to put up
with and pay enormously torlor bad
work by tiletilo Ininferiorfeldorfellor halfbalf taught
foreign artlartiartisanqanigani for the best class
having plenty of work at home areaie
loth to leave their country

it is well known that rub-
bing the body with hogs fat has
the effect of reducing the tempera-
ture of the slonskin in scarlet fever frketa of heilbronn directs to in-
corporate one or two grammes of
carboliccarbolle acid into a hundredhuldredhuiahula dred gram-
mes of lard and with this to rub
the whole body excepting the
headlead two or three times a day ac-
cording to the intensity of inflam-
mation characterisingcharacterizingcharacterising thetile case in
hand the effect of thistilis kindhind ot
treatment is to produce a pleasant
feeling of coolness to keep thetilo
skin softer and after each applica-
tion the temperaturetempera tuieture of the skin
falls somewhat the acidgeld
operates to destroy the tawernisgerms and
spores of thetile disease

the dadaysys of summer grow
longeranlongeras we go northward and the
days of winter shorter at ham
burg thetile longest day has seventeen
hours and thothe shortest seven at
stockholm thetho longest day has
eighteen and a half hours and the
shortest nivefive and a half abstat st
petersburg thetile loriglongestwestgest day has
nineteen and the shortest five
hours at finland the longelongestgest has
twenty one undand a half and the
shortest two andandaa half hours at
WandoWand orbusibus in norway tiietha0 day
lasts from the am orof maybas to the
ofor july the sun not getting below
the horizon for thetile whole time but
skimming along very close to it in
thothe north at Spitzspitzbergenbergen tilethe
longest daydw lasts three months and
a half


