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our land this is one of the reasons
whwhy our young men who go away to
corieneollege incur such risks of losingabaztheirair
faith nearly all the text books and the
teachings otof these institutions of learn-
ing not excepting theological institu-
tionseions have a tendency to make the stu-
dents accept as true the modern ideas
concerning the antiquity of man and the
age of the earth

now this church is the repository otof
the truth I1 know otof no other
bation on the earth that is made the cus-
todian of these grand truths which the
church of jesus christ of latter day
saints holdsbolds this is a very important
mission that god has entrusted to us
he has communicated to us these truths
and has borne testimony to them unto
us by his holy spirit men may phil-
osophize and say they can prove that
man lived on the earth more than four
thousand years before the savior came
and that the earth itself was organized
and inhabited long anterior to the time
assigned in the mosaic account sup-
pose thethey entertain this idea and think
they can do0 this it ought not to disturb
our faith we have seen theory after
theory dissipated scientific men are
continually advancing theories and creat-
ing hypothetical conditions only to be
9shatteredinat later on almost every
generation changes its views in regard to
these things that which was believed
fifty years ago is overturned today that
which is believed by the scientific world
today may be upset if things dont
change fifty years hence by new the
ories as unsound probably as those they
displace but this is not our condition
the lord has revealed the truth to us
and the records that we have confirm
his revelations to us

we may be called ignorant and fanati-
cal lorfor clinclingingging to these things but it
is like the rod ot iron that lehi saw in
his vision if we cling to it we have got
something firm in our gra though
the mists of darkness may surround us
making it difficult to see the path before
us we may rest assured that we will be
brought safely through

aside from these evidences however
I1 would rather believe that I1 was a literal
descendant of the almighty and lift my
eyes to him as my father and aspire
to be like him than to entertain any
other belief however well supported it
might be by the evidences of men no
no we have not ascended from any in-
terior order of beings we have I1 re-
peat descended from the god of hea-
ven the creator of the heavens and the
earth the sublime words of this hymn
that we have sung this afternoon are
true

my brethrenbreth renandand sisters we come to-
gether on these occasions to be taughtta ht
of the lord by the outpouring of his
holy spirit upon us and when we come
with this feeling I1 am sure none of us
go away empty how often we hear the
expression 1 I have enjoyed this con-
ference better than any conference I1
ever attended and there is no reason
why this presentspresent conference should be
an exception the lord is willing to
bestow his blessings upon us and to fill
outour souls with light and intelligence
we have heardhe ard this morning testimonies
that I1 consider of the greatest impor-
tance to us too much stress cannot be
laid upon the principle of recognizing
and acknowledging the counsels and
the guidance of the priesthood of the
son of god ohlobi that our eyes could

be open to see and our hearts be made
to understand that which god has done
lorfor us in placing the holy priesthood in
his church if we could but compre-
hend it every heart would swell to its
utmost capacity in thanksgiving and
praise to the god of heaven for his in-
finite kindness and mercy in bestowing
the priesthood upon men in this day and
age in giving unto us the organization
oiof the church and the gospel with its
glorious principles and in giving unto
us men whowho have the authority to offici-
ate in all the ordinances of the gospel
do the servants of god want to lilt
themselves up and become objects otof
adoration among the people do they
want you to bow to them and to do re-
verence to them if there are any
among those who occupy official posi-
tions in this church that have this feel-
ing I1 have not met them my observa-
tion has been that while these men feel
the importance of the priesthood god
has bestowed upon them and have a
desire to magnify and honor it and to
see it honored yet they recognize that
inin and otof themselves they are very weak
and they feel the lack of that ability and
power which they ought to have to
magnify their offices to the acceptance
of god and the satisfaction of the peo
Ppiele you know the president of this
church I1 need not inin his presence
at least enumerate his qualities nor
speak to you of hisbis humility and his un
assuming character you know him
so it is with the rest some may
not have so happy a faculty of
appearing humble in public as others
but in the hearts of these men
there is no desire to exercise any im-
proper authority among this people I1
can testify of this for I1 know these men
and their spirit what then isis it that
prompts them to talk about the priest-
hood and to appeal to the saints to
honor that priesthood it isis that god
our eternal father may be honored
he has bestowed this authority and it is
representative of him I1 and we should
honor it as we desire to honor him I1

know that if this people will listen to the
counsel of gods servants they will be
prospered and blessed and the gifts and
graces of the gospel will be enjoyed by
them to their fullest extent I1 know
that those who have this spirit grow inin
knowledge in strength and in the gifts
of the gospel and are I1 might say
better latter day saints than those who
do not

you take the leading men of this
church not only the twelve but the
presidents of stakes the high council
ors and the bishops and I1 do not be-
lieve you can find in any organization
religious political or social a body of
men so independent so desirous otof hav
ing their own way so firm and so de-
terminedter mined as those to whom I1 allude
take the first presidency those who
know us know what our characteristics
are take the twelve the seven
dentsdens of seventies the presidents otof
stakes the high councilorscouncillorsCounci lors and the
bishops of wards those who know
these men know to a great extent what
their characteristics are these men
generally speaking are men of indepen-
dent thought men that will not bow
lightly to the behestsbehesta of others they
are men that would rather die than sac-
rifice a principle they would suffer
their goods to be destroyed and their
bodies to be burned rather than to bow
to that which in their estimation was not

right I1 call attention to this because
these men are submissive men it is not
because they are easily influenced
what is the cause of their submissionmission
and their obedience it is bebecauseause god
has revealed the priesthood and has re
stored the authority that is what I1
bow to when I1 respect and honor
willordwilford woodruff I1 bow to god who
has chosen him my neck does not
nor never did bow to man those who
know me know that I1 am unbending in
that respect I1 may get along quietly I1
do not like to quarrel but I1 never yet
bowed to irmanan I1 only bow to proper
authority it I1 listen to wilford wood-
ruff if I1 look tolto him to see how the
spirit of god moves upon him if I1 ask
his counsel and take it it is because god
has commanded me god has given
him the keys of authority let anybody
else try it and see what effect their
action would have when joseph F
smith obeys wilford woodruff he does
it upon the same principle we rever-
ence him as the prophet otor god and as
our leader we listen to him and are
guided by his slightest wish it is be-
cause we know that he is the servant of
god chosen by the almighty to fill that
place and that be holds the keys of the
priesthood to this generation on the
earth at the present time I1 can say
truthfully that we strive to consult his
slightest wish and honor him inin his
position because we know that god has
chosen him and who are we that we
should withstand god who are we
that we should withstand that which
god reveals does this sacrifice our in-
dependence not in the least and
these twelve apostlesApost lea are in precisely
the same position when they accept
the counsel of the first presidency they
do it because they believe the first
presidency to be chosen otof god they
may have difdifferentlerent views on many
things but when the first presidency
gives counsel every man that has the
spirit of god accepts that counsel this
does not prevent him from entertaining
his views and expressing them and it
does not detract from his influence

now we do not ask this people to be
more obedient than we are we do not
ask you to do something that we are not
willing to do we have set you the ex-
ample we ask youvou as the lord asks
you to obey the authority of god and
to respect it does this mean man wor
ship does this mean loss of indepen-
dence no a thousand times no there
Is no more independent people on the
earth than the latter day saints they
have proved it they have been willing
to leave everything they had on earth
and even to risk their lives for that
which they knew to be true men
therefore who talk about us as though
we were servile as though we do not
have independence of character as
though we blindly follow a few leaders
are guilty of falsehood we are as in-
dependent as human beings can be but
we know that god has restored the
priesthood and we obey that when
a man takes me down into the water
after believing in jesus and repenting of
my sins and baptizes me in the water
and I1 know that I1 receive the remission
of my sins through that act when a
man lays his handsbands upon me and con-
firms me a member of the church of
christ and confers upon me the gift of
the holy ghost and I1 know that I1 re-
ceive that gift through that ordinance
shall inot respect and honor chatman unto


