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looking FORWARD
looking forwardforwardl looking forwarforwarddl
who can natures huou
we would readremi the mystic future
and the secrets none may tell
porfor a moment backward glancing
Mingled thought our memry stirs
of wethe dreams that cheered our childhood
flattering hopes of future years
how thosetheseyears rolald round in contrast
to our early brilliant dream
but thIrth lr lessons harshly taught us
now doth providential seem

so our childhoods fairy future
shall return to us no more y
wllwillh a freight of pain and pleasure
it bathhath the eternal shore

lelysafely the past shall slumber
weary years your work is done
ye may run thetilo race appointed
bestrest and peace your toll hath won

stillg iiiili with hopes untiring pinions
trustingly our thoughts will soar
looking foforward ever forward
As they did in days ofyore

trustingly for lack ofknowledge
oaceonce we dreamed of future days
trustingly again we meet them
with our hearts attend to praise

for we know whateverwhateer the future
shall ofjoy or grief unfold
it shall be in loving kindness
by a fathers hand controlcontrolledcontroldroidld

oh illshis will doth prove most gracious
when his frown seemsbeems most
and itis better far to trust him
moromore than all wowe hold most dear
friends that now we fondly cherish
may our kenderestten derest feelings wring
but 1 well atis well we know not
what the coming years may bring

well accept the lot assigns us
hour by hour and day by day
striving with our mortal weakness
lestlost perchance our footsteps stray
naught wowe fear but selfupbraiding
for its tortorturestureetures who can bear
many woesboes our will can conconquerquor
for the rest the lord will careme
thus well look for ever forward
to a future calmcalin and bright
knowing that the eternal goodner
oyerOverrulethulrith all things right
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in standing up to address you this
morningt I1 trust I1 shall have tiletiie assis-
tance of your faith and prayers that
myiny mind may be led to dwell upon
those points of doctrine that may be in-
terestingte and strengthening to us under
tiieuuie present circumstances it is with
very peculiar feelings that I1 stand be-
fore my brethren and sisters at home
while I1 was broadabroad preaching the gos-
pel and mingling with my brother
missionaries from this land and among
uuiethe saints in other countries I1 felt a de-
gree of freedomfreedom and easecase in trying to
instruct them inconsequence no doubt
oflod knowing that it was my calling
which had been laid upon inme by the
servants of god to impart to the peo-
ple buchsuch instructions as I1 might be led
to give by the spirit of god I1 have a
dindifterentdifferent fooling when I1 am at home
among my brethren and sisters in zion
I1 feel as though there was some need of
ramy7 sitting still to listen still I1 do not
feel to shrink in the leastleas degree from
thetile autio and responsibilities god has
seiansefan fit to place upon me

I1 rejoice exceedingly in the knowledge
god has given to me that this is his
work that he has established it never
more to be thrown down and that it is
his mind and will it should roll forth
and increase until it fills the whole
oarthearth I1 know there are a great many
blows entertained upon this point by
the people abroad and they indulge in
a great variety of opinion respecting
thuthe latterbatter day saints in the valleys of
utah A great many opinions have
beenheen hazarded init bygoneby gone days respect-
ingln our future fate some have imagin-
ed that it needed but a short time to
elelapsealsoaiso and a few changes to take place
andallandaliandund allail that would remain of this work
would be found on the records of the
historian that is it would fall to pieces
and pasapass away forever and therowtherothere wouldouid
nolabe even a remnant left of it many

uthe saints doubtlessdoubt lemleas recollect thati that were entertained relating to

the prophet joseph it wasawas supposed
that the whole kingdom and the stabili-
ty of it depended upon his life and that
itif hohe could be removed and his influ-
ence destroyed ordr his life taken from
him that thetho system called mormon-
ismismal I1 thatgross delusiondelusionaldeluslonasas they term-
ed it would tumble to pieces and the
adherents of the system would scatter
abroad throughout thetile nations no more
to trouble them acting upon this
view they sought his life for years and
at last they were successful in destroy-
ing illshis mortal tabernacle but theytiley were
disappointed for they soon discovered
that it did not accomplish the end they
designed still thetile spirit that prompted
them to seek hisbis life stirred them up to
endeavor to seek the lives of those who
had stepped forward and taken hisills
place and who were seeking with the
same diligence which he had manifest-
ed to establish the work of which chehadhe had
laid the foundation you know with
what perseverperseveranceperner eneeeneo they have striven
from the beginning to the present time
to do this it is unnecessary for me to
reiterate in your hearing this morning
the various attempts that have been
made from the days of thetile prophet jo-
seph until now how unceasingly they
have endeavored and with
cityalty and craft they have sought to bring
their wicked plans and bitter malice to
bear against the work of god to sap its
foundation that it might cease to in-
crease in thetile earth not only have we
had these things to contend with from
those who never were associated with
us fandlind who knew nothing about our
principles only as they could gain a
knowledgeo of them from casual obser-
vation butgilt we have had to contend
with apostates those who havellave been
numbered with us whowiio professed to
have received a knowledge of the truth
as we have received it who had receiv-
ed and officiated in the holy priest-
hood who had borne testimony hun-
dreds of times to the great work which
our father and god has established in
the earth yes added to the efforts of
those who have never been numbered
with us we have had tilethe efforts of aapos-
tates

os
to contend with we have had their

malice to encounter we have had their
deep laid schemes to counteract and if
there has been anything that has been
disagreeable connected with our history
from the beginning to the present it
has been more especially found in the
opposition that we have had to meet
from the hands mouthsmonths and pens of
those who have been once numbered i

with usu this lashas been bitter and
most disagreeable to our feelings at
least I1 can speak individually for my-
self in this matter it has been some-
thing that liashas been exceedingly pain-
ful to me to see those whowilo formerly
called themselves our brethren oppos-
ing the work of god with all thetile enve-
nomed hatred that you could imagine
an evil spirit to be possessed of seelbeelseekingbeekinging
the lives of those men whom they for-
merly called brethren and associated
with on terms of friendship every
species of slander has been circulated
by them and they not only have sought
to llyilylayliy plansplaus for the overthrow of the
worwork 0off god but they have sought to
disseminate erroneous views to destroy
in the minds of the people confidence
in thetile authority of those whom god
haslias called to stand at the head of his
church this list of enemies is a very
long one and they have not been idle
they have arisen one by one timetinie after
time and have sought with all the abil
ltv tilatheythoy possessed to destroy the work
of gogod but there is an assurance
which those who are living their reli-
gion have and which theythem ever have
had from the beginning0 until thetilo pre-
sent time an assurancee of which men
cannot deprive us that god our hea-
venly father has decreed that his work
shall stand and that those who have
received his holy priesthood and are
endeavoring to magnify thetile same shallbhail
be borne oilolf triumphantly over every
opposing obstacle this is a glorious
consolation for those whowilo are living
faithfullyf in christ jesus it is some-
thing that is calculated to cheer the
feelings of the saints and make them
feel happy in the midst of the various
afflictions and trials and adversities
they may have from time to time to
pass through

it is interesting for us to contemplate
the history of ththetho0 people of god in the
days in which we live to inymy mind
this subject is full of matter it is fruit-
ful with suggestions and with happy
thoughts I1 love to look back upon the

i history of our people I1 love to contem-
plate the path that we have trod I1 love
to reflect upon the many difficulties and
the many trials that we have overcome
in the PS

pastast1 through the power of ourgod seoseeee on every hand a disposition
manifested by the enemies of tiiethe king-
dom of god to lay hilares for the feet of

his servants but it will be as it has
been their efforts will bobe overthrown
the recollection of the history of the
difficulties
pastast and the manymany scenes and trials and
difficulties we hahavee had to pass through
as a people and from which we have
been delivered by the almighty arm of
our father and god inspires us with
confidence onoil this point and encourages
us to look forward with renewedrenew d assassur-
ance

ur-o
day which god has prom-

ised when we shall be delivered entire-
ly from the power ofour enemies when
they shall not trouble us when the
glory of the lord and the terror also of
the lord shall blbe manifested in zion
insomuch that the wicked will nolnotnot
eemecame unto it tilethe contemplation of
these things causes me to look forward
with renewed assurance to this glorious
day that I1 know as well as I1 know
thateliat I1 stand hereliere will dawn upon usits as
a people and that too before very long

I1 have heard at various times a great
many talk about the difference betweenbetween
the church cowand tilethe days of thetho pro-
phet joseph there is a class of people
who seem to delight continually in
dwellendwelling upon the glory and happiness
odtheof thepast whileI1 love to dwell upon the
past to reflect upon past scenes and as-
sociations and past teachings and draw
lessons there is nevertheless
to my mind as much happiness to be
enjoyed now in the contemplation of
the kingdom of god in the contempla-
tion of tilethe glorious principles that are
taught unto us from time to time as
there is in the contemplation of the past
teachingsi that we have received from
the servantsser aants of god in the days of jos-
eph I1 can see that this people have
progressed and that tiletiie authorities of
this church have progressed from that
time until the present I1 can see that
there has been no stand still with them
nor with the work of god with which
they are identified every time I1 have
returned from missions I1 have seen this
growth in my brethren in president
young president kimball and other
brethren who have been associated with
tbthemein I1 have seen it aas bleas I1 have
seen the growth of my children when I1
have been absent and returned there
has been a mental and spiritual growth
that liashas given me an assurance that
they are continually advancing in the
direction of the celestial kinkingdomdom1 ofgod our father and I1 know tiltylthereere isis a
greater degree of faith in the midst of
this people todayto day than in the days of
joseph I1 can see it when I1 visit the
wardsivres I1 see a spirit of obedience manmail
liesiteratedledted by thothe peoplepepie to the bishops that I1

was not manimanifestedtested in the days of jos-
eph even to him himself as the prophet
of god these things cause my heart
to rejoice because 1I know that not-
withstandingwithstanding our numerous frailfrailtiesties and
weaknesses and notwithstanding our
disobedience and hardness of heart
there is nevertheless a growth and dde-
velopment going on in the midst of this
people there is a portion of the people
at anyrate who are diligently striving
to keep the commandments of god and
are successfully overcoming the weak-
nesses of their nature and that want of
confidence and faith which exists in
consequence of the traditions that have
been instilled into our minds by our
early education I1 recollect upon one
occasion previous to the death of the
prophet joseph hearing him make a
remark from the stand which made a
deep impression upon my mind at the
time he said that if liehe were to reveal
unto the people the principles and the
doctrines which god fiadfladhad revealed unto
himlaim there were men upon the stand thatwouldgouid go around the streets of the city
seekingt to shed hisills blood I1 do nnotpt give
his exaexactct words but the idea 91y I1 was
youngaeyoung at the time and I1 immediately be-
gan investigating my own feelings to
know what doctrines brother joseph
could possibly teach that would have that

my mind although I1 did not
fully comprehend his remark I1 believed
it for I1 believed every thing liehe said yet
not many months elapsed before I1 com-
prehendedended his words for soon after-
wards oneff the
and heard that declaration and whose
name he mentioned went about the city
plotting to shed his blood I1 do not believebelleve
it would be necessary for
to day to be so cautious in advancing
doctrines to this people as bro joseph
was at that time not but what there
are principles and doctrines todayto day
which he liashas to be as careful in advan-
cing to this people in consequence of
our unbelief and hardnessliardilardness of heart as
bro joseph was but the same doctrines
that brother joseph asserted that if he
advanced would lead to the spilling of
his blood can be advaradvancediced todatodayto dayda with
the mostmose perfect freedom by theme ser-
vants of god the people kavehavehave advanc-
ed sufficiently in faithfalth and in the know-
ledge of god to be prepared to receive
subhisuch things from tho servants of god

tlbut there is still a necessity for us to ex-
ert and arouse ourselves that we inaymay
have that faith with god which is ne-
cessary to prepare us for thetho things yet
to be revealed to us

my brethren and sisters the lord hashns
not yet revealed to us all that is to bob
revealed there are many great and
gloriousous principles and truths permaperuapertain-
ing

n-
in to0 exaltation in the celestial king-
dom of god which wearewe are not yet procprodpro
pared to receive we need only reflect
forlor a few moments upon the doctrin
which president young has advanced
already to asureassure us that there is ftit
necessityy for us to arouse on this point
and be diligent and faithful in orderorden
that our faith may increase with god
that the veil of darkness may be rent
asunder and that the light of truth in iteitsit
purity and brilliancy as it existsexiste in thothe
presence of god may shine upon us
that we may be prepared to receive thiathe
truths god has in store for us from
the day that god established this church
to the present thetile stream of revelation
haslias continued to nowhow uninterruptedly
it flows puropure for us to drink at until wpVV
are filled to repletion and if we do noknot
drink it is our own fault the servants
of gobgodgod are not to blame for they hatobaso
been laboring by day and by night
from the beginning with us as a people
to prepare ugus for tilethe great filings that
are at our very doors and that god idin-
tends to perforra in thisthis generation I1
feel the importance of this probablybablbabiy not
as much as I1 ought anda liliii wishish to
nevertheless when I1 seoseesed tilethe great evence
that are taking place at this time among
the nations when I1 view the destiny
that awaits us as a people and the great
things god has in store for us I1 almost
feel as though I1 was a laggard on the
path and too slow entirely for tho
great events that are coming upon abutb
earth the day isis near when a tempietemple
shall be reared in the center stake of
zion and the lord has said riahia glory
shall rest on that house in this genera-
tion that is in the generation in which
the revelation was given which is ulup-
wards of thirty years ago how buclbuelmuch
are we preparedepared for this we talk
about I1itt sing1 about it and delight foto
dwell uuponpon itiit but are we prepared for
this great manifestation of glory in our
midst I1 doubt it very much and it
seems to me that we will have to be-
come more diligent moreinore zealous andanil
more faithful humble and prayerful
than we ever lavehavenave been to be fully pre-
pared for these great events I1 hawhayo
said that the servants of god are not to
blameblaine they will not be to biameblame if vita
are not prepared for these events it is
not because we have not been tataughtu it
is not because we have not beebeenn plead
with not because we have 11not0t had
good examples set before us by birrouroun
leaders the contrary has been the eavcaw
the voice of god through hisliis servants
has been pleading with us from the be-
ginning until now it still pleads with
us the servants of god stiltstill uatia
their bowels of compassion yearn over
us as does those ofot the lordlonbearnthey aab
filled with great desire to see this people
walk up and obey all the laws of god
and nothing grieves them so much aaas
to see the people negligent careless and
indifferent in the performance of their
duties disobedient to counsel and dis-
regarding the duties and requirementsrequiremennemente
of their holy religion men talk abortabout
revelation I1 said a few moments aap
that men compared the present day
with the past and compare it unfavora-
bly when I1 look at what god habhag
done for us up to the present instead of
there being room for unfavorable com-
parisonsparisons between the past and the prare
sent I1 am pleasingly astonishedastoastonishednishel at
what has been and is being done axt

haslias been one constant stream of revela-
tion from that day to tillsthis readbead tho
discourses of thetiie first presidency aiaalaaidand
the twelvetielve and you will see that they
are filled with revelation with lightlight
with knowledge with wisdom adand
with good counsel unto this eoplepeople
have this people ever seen Xthe dayay
when the counsel of gods servants ilashag
not been sufficient to guide them in the
midst of difficulties no we neavnever
have there has not been a dinglo
minute that this people has been lefileft
without the voice of god there has nosnotn
been a single minute since this churan
was founded to this time that abojbv
power of god has not been plainlyplaine
manifested in our midst I1 rejoice to
this I1 rejoice in it exceedingly bo
cause I1 know that god is still laboring
withith his people and that his power
has been manifested in the earth for
the accomplishment of his great andefglorious purposessesseg

when I1 look back and think upon
the condition we were in at the time wowu
left nauvoo and were driven into wetn
wilderness at the point almost of oar
enemies bayonets and then notice
path we haxohayo trod from that day to thiutuistilitaij


