43

Loefry,

[For the DESERET NHWS,
LOOKING FORWARD.

Looking forward! Looking forward!
Who can nature’s promptings quall?
We would read the mystie future;
And the secrets none may tell,

For a moment backward glancing,

Mingled thought our mem'ry stirs,

Of the dreams that chﬂere&_uur childhood;
Flattering hopes of future years.

How those years roll'd round, in contrast,
To our early brilliant dream;

But their lessons, harshly taught us,

Now doth providential seem,

8o onr childhood's fairy future,
8hall return to us no more,

Wilh a freight of pain and pleasure,
It hath reach’d the eternal shore,

Bafely moor'd, the past shall slumber,
Weary years, your work is done;

Yeé may run the race appointed,

Rest and peace your tolil hath won.,

Sl with hope's untiring pinlons,
Trustingly our thoughts will soar,
Looking forward! ever forward,
As they did in days of yore.

Trustingly, for lack of knowledge,
Onee we dreamed of future days,
Trustingly, again we ineet them,
With our hearts attun’'d to praise.

For we know whate'er the future,
Shall of joy or grief unfold,
It shall be in loving kindness,

~ By a Father's hand control’d,

Oh, His will doth prove most gracious,
When His frown seems most severe,
And 'tis better far to trust Him;

More than all we hold most dear,

Friends that now we fondly cherish,
May our tenderest feelings wring,

But 'tis well! "Tis well we know nof,
‘What the coming years may bring,

We'll accopt the lot assign’d us;
Hour by hour, and day by day;
Striving with our mortal wealkness,
Lest perchance our footsteps stray.

Nanght we fear but self upbralding;
For its tortare's who can bear?
Many woes our will can conquor,
For the rest the Lord will care.

Thus we'll look for ever forward;
Toa future calm and bright:

Knowing that the Eternal Goodness,
Overruleth all things right.

EMILY H. WooDMANSER,
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[REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.]

- In standing up to address you this
morning, 1 trust I shall have the assis-
tance of your faith and prayers, that
my mind may be led to dwell upon
those points of doctrine that may be in-
teresting and strengthening to us under
the present circumstances. It is with
very peculiar feelings that I stand be-
foro my brethren and sisters at-home.

hile 1 was abroad, preaching the gos-
pel, and mingling with my brother
missionaries from this land, and amon
the Saints in other countries, I felt a de-
gree of freedom and ease in trying to
instruet them, in consequence, nodoubt,
of knowing that it was my calling,
which had been laid upon me by the
servants of God, to impart to the peo-
ple such instructions as I might be led
to give by the Spirit of God. I have a
different feeling when I am at home
among my brethren and sisters in Zion.
I feel as though there was some need of
my sitting still to listen; still I do not
feel to shrink in the least degree from
the duties and responsibilities God has
sodan fit to place upon me,

1 rejoice excedingly in the knowledge
(xod has given to me that this is His
work —that He has established it never
more to be thrown down, and that it is
His mind and will it should roll forth
and increase until it fills the whole
earth. I know there are a great many
vipws entertained upon this point by
the people abrgad, and they indulge in
a great variety of opinion respecting
the Latler-day Baints in the valleys of
Utah. A great many opinions have
bepn hazarded in by-gone days respect-
ing our future fate, Some have imagin-
ed that it needed but a short time to
elapse, and a few jchanges to take place,
and all that would remain of this work
would be found on the records of the
historian: that is, it would fall to pieces
-and pass away forever, and there would
be even a remnant left of it. Many
the Baints doubtlesm recollect that

vigsve that were enfertalmed relating to |
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the Prophet Joseph. It was supposed
that the whole kingdom and the stabili-
ty of it depended upon his life, and that
it he could be removed, and his influ-
ence destroyed, or his life taken from
him, that the system called “Mormon-
ism"’,“that gross delusion’’as they term-
ed it, would tumble to pieces, and the
adherents of the system would scatter
abroad throughout the nations no more
to trouble them. Aecting upon this
view they sought his life for years, and
at last they were successful in destroy-
ing his mortal tabernacle; but they were
disappointed, for they soon discovered
that it did not accomplish the end they

‘designed; gtill, the spirit that prompted

them to seek his life stirred them up to
endeavor to seek the lives of those who
had stepped forward and taken his
place, and who were seeking with the
same diligence which he had manifest-
ed to establish the work of which he had
laid the foundation. You know with
what perseverence they have striven
from the beginning to the present time
to do this. It isunnecessary for me to
reiterate in your hearing this morning
the various attempts that have been
made from the days of the Prophet Jo-
seph until now—how unceasingly they
have endeavored, and with whatingen-
uity and craft they have sought to bring
their wicKed plans and bitter malice to
bear against the work of God to sap its
foundation that it might cease to in-
crease in the earth. Not only have we
had these things to contend with from
those who never were associated with
us and who knew nothing about our

rinciples, only as they could gain a

nowledge of them from casual obser-
vation, but we have had to contend
with apostates—those who have been
numbered with us, who professed to
have received a knowledge of the truth
as we have received it, who had receiv-
ed and officiated in the Holy Priest-
hood, who had borne testimony hun-
dreds of times to the great work which
our Father and God has established in
the earth. Yes, added to the efforts of
those who have never been numbered
with us, we havehad the efforts of apos-
tates to contend with, we have had their
malice to encounter, we have had their
deep laid schemes to counteract; and, if
there has been anything that has been
disagreeable connected with our history
from the beginning to the presént, it
has been more especially found in the
opposition that we have had to meet
from the hands, mouths and pens of
those who have been once numbered
with us. This has been bitter, and
most disagreeable to our feelings; at
least, I can speak individually for my-
gelf in this matter; it has been some-
thing that has been exceedingly pain-
ful to me to see those who formerly
called themselves our brethren oppos-
ing the work of God with all the enve-
nomed hatred that you could imagine
an evil spirit to be possessed of, geekin
the lives of those men whom they for-
merly called brethren and associated
with on terms of friendship. Every
species of slander has been circulated
by them,andthey not only have sought
to lay plans for the overthrow of the
work of God, but they have sought to
disseminate erroneous views to destroy
in the minds of the people confidence
in the authority of those whom God
has called to stand at the head of His

8 | Church. This list of enemies is a very

long one, and they have not been idle;
they have arisen one by one, time after
time, and have sought with all the abil-
ity they possessed to destroy the work
of God. But there is an assurance
which those who are living their reli-
rion have, and which they ever have
ad from the beginning until the pre-
sent time—an assurance of which men
cannot deprive us, that God our Hea-
venly Father hasdecreed that His work
shall stand, and that those who have
received His Holy Priesthood, and are
endeavoring to magnifly the same shall
be borne ofl’ triumphantly over every
opposing obstacle. This is a glorious
consolation for those who are living
faithfully in Christ Jesus; it is some-
thing that is calculated to cheer the
feelings of the Saints, and make them
feel huappy in the midst of the various
afflictions and trials and adversities
they may have, from time to time, to
pass through.

It is interesting for us to contemplate
the history of the people of God in the
days in which we live. To my mind
this subject is full of matter; it is fruit-
ful with suggestions, and with happy
thoughts. I love to look back upon the
history of our people; I love to contem-
plate the path that we have trod; I love
to reflect upon the many difficulties and
the many trials that we have overcome
in the past, through the power of our
(God. 1 see on every hand a disposition
manifested by the enemies of the king-
dom of God to lay snares for the feet of

His servants; but it will be as it has
been, their efforts will be overthrown.
The recollection of the history of the
gaat and the many scenes and trials and
ifficulties we have had to pass through
as a people, and from which we have
been delivered by the Almighty arm of
our Father and God inspires us with
confidence on this point, and encourages
us to look forward with renewed assur-
ance to that day, which God has prom-
ised, when we shall be delivered entire-
ly from the power of our enemies, when
they shall not trouble us; when the
glory of the Lord,and the terror also of
the Lord, shall be manifested in Zion
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but there is still a necessity for us to ex~
ert and arouse ourselves that we may
have that faith with God which is ne~
cessary to prepare us for the things yeé
to be revealed to us.

My brethren and sisters, the Lord has

not yet revealed to us all that is to be
revealed, There are many great and
glorious principles and truths pertain-
ing to exaltation in the celestial king-
dom of God which we are not yet pre-
pared to receive. We need only reflecs
for a few moments upon the doctrine
which President Young has advanced
already to assure us that there is a
necessity for us to arouse on this point,

insomuch that the wicked will not
ceme unto it. The contemplation of
these things causes me to look forward
with renewed assurance to this glorious
day that I know, as wellas I know
that I stand here, will dawn upon us as
a !)[euple, and that too before very long.

have heard, at varioustimes, a great

many talk about the difference between

the church nowand the days of the pro-

phet Joseph, There is a class of people
who seem to deli%ht continually in
dwelling upon the glory and happiness
ofthe past. While I loveto dwellupon the
past, to reflect upon past scenes and as-
sociations and past teachings, and draw
lessons therefrom, thereis, nevertheless,
to my mind, as much happiness to be
enjuﬁed now in the contemplation of
the Kingdom of God, in the contempla-
tion of the glorious principles, that are
taught unto us from time to time, as
there is in the contemplation of the past
teachings that we have received from
the servants of God in the days of Jos-
eph. I can see that this people have
progressed, and that the authorities of
this church have progressed from that
time until the present: I can see that
there has been no stand still with them,
nor with the work of God with which
they are identified. Every time I have
returned from missions I have seen this
growth in my brethren, in President
Young, President Kimball and other
brethren who have been associated with
them; I have seen it as visibleas I have
seen the growth of my children when I
have been absent and returned. There
has been a mental and spiritual growth
that has given me an assurance that
they are continually advancing in the
direction of the celestial kingdom of
God our Father, and I know there is a
greater degree of faith in the midst of
this people to-day than in the days of
Joseph. I can see it when I visit the
wards. I see a spirit of obedience man-
ifested by the people to the bishops that
was not manifested in the days of Jos-
eph even to him, himself, asthe prophet
of God. These things cause my heart
to rejoice, because I, know that, not-
withstandsi ngour numerous frailties and
weaknesses, and, notwithstanding our
disobedience and hardness of heart,
there is nevertheless a growth and de-

£ | velopment going on in the midst of this

people; there is a portion of the people,
at anyrate, who are diligently strivin
to keep the commandments of God, an
are successfully overcoming the weak-
nesses of their nature and that want of
confidence and faith which exists in

‘consequence of she traditions that have

been iustilled into our minds by our
early education. I recollect upon one
oceasion, previous to the death of the
prophet Joseph, hearing him make a
remark from the stand which made a
deep impression upon my mind at the
time. e said that if he were to reveal
unto the people the Brincipl&s and the
doetrines which God had revealed unto
him, there were men upon the stand that
would €0 around the streets of the city
seeking to shed his blood. Ido q)ot give
his exact words; but the idea, ' I was
youngat the time, and Timmediately be-
gan investigating my own feelings to
know what doctrines Brother Joseph
could possibly teach that would havethat
effectupcn mymind. Although I did not
fully comprehend his remark, I believed
it; for I believed every thing hesaid. Yet
not many months elapsed before I coimne
prehended his words; for, soon after-
wardsoneofthe men whosaton thestand
and heard that declaration, and whose
name he mentioned,went about the city
plotting toshed hisblood. Tdonot believe
itwould benecessary for President Young
to day to be so cautious in advancing
doctrines to this people as bro. Joseph
was at that time; not but what there
are 11{\1“1:u{;:i;:Jst.-a and doctrines to-day
which he has to be as eareful in advan-
cing to this people, in consequence of
our unbelief and hardness of heart, as
bro. Joseph was: but thesame doctrines
that Brother Joseph asserted that if he
advanced would lead to the spilling of
his blood, can be advanced to-ga , with
the most perfeet freedom, by the ser-
vants of God. The people have advanc-
ed sufficiently in faith and in the know-
ledge of God to be prepared to receive
such things from the servants of God;

and be diligent and faithful, in ord
that our faith may increase with ngl
that the wveil of darkness may be re
asunder and that the light of truth in its
purity and brilliancy, as it exists in the
%!reaeuce of God, may shine upon us,
hat we may be prepared to receive the
truths God has in store for us. From
the day that God established this church
to the present the stream of revelation
has continued to flow uninterruptedly..
It flows pure for us to drink at until we
are filled to repletion; and if we do nas
drink, it is our own fault. Theservants
of God are not to blame, for they have
been laboring by day and by night,
from the beginning, with us, as a people,
to prepare us for the great things thas
are at our very doors, and that God in-
tends to perform in this generation, I
feel the importance of this, probably not
as much as I ought, ::ulti wish to do;
nevertheless, when I see the greatevents
that are taking place at this time among
the nations—when I view the destiny
that awaits us as a people, and the greas
things God has in store for us, I almoss
feel as though I was a laggard on the
path, and too slow entirely for the
great events that are coming upon the
earth. The day is near when a temple
shall be reared in the Center Stake of
Zion, and the Lord has said His glory
shall rest on that house in this genera~
tion, that is in the generation in which
the revelation was given, which isu
wards of thirty years ago. How mug
are we prepared for this? We talk
about it, sing about it, and delight #o
dwell upon it; but are we prepared for
this great manifestation of glory in our
midst? I doubt it very muech, and i$
seems to me that we will have to be-
 come more diligent, more zealous and
more faithful, humble and prayerful
than we ever have been to be fully pre-
pared for these great events. 1 ha
said that the servants of God are not
blame; they will not be to blame, if w8
are not prepared for these events, It
not because we have not been taught; 1s
is not because we have not been plead
with—not beeause we have not had
Fﬂﬂd examples set before us by our
eaders; the contrary has been the case.
The voice of God, through his servants,
has been pleading with us from the L~
ginning until now; it still pleads with
us; the servants of God EtilP intreat us;
their bowels of compassion vearn over
us as does those of the Lord; they a®
filled with great desire tosee this tpeoph
walk up and obey all the laws of God,
and nothing grieves them so much as
to see the people negligent, careless and
indifferent in the pertormance of their
duties, disobedient to counsel, and dis-
regarding the duties and requirements
of their holy religion. Men talk abous
revelation—I said a few moments
dity

that men compared the present
past, and compare it unfavora-

with the
bly. When I look at what God has
done for us up to the present, instead of
there being room for unfavorable come
parisons between the past and the pre-
sent, I am pleasingly aatoniahcdp $
what has been and is being done. it
has been one constant stream of revela-
tion from that day to this. Read the
discourses of the First Presidency and
the Twelve, and you will see that, th
are filled with revelation, with the?
with knowledge, with wisdom, an
with good counsel unto this lpeaplg.
Have this people ever seen the day
when the eounsel of God’s servants
not been sufficient to guide them in ¢t
midst of difficulties? No; we nev
have, There has not been a sing
minute that this people has been lefs
without the voice of God; there has ch
been a single minute since this Chur
was founded to this time that the
power of God has not been plain
manifested in our midst., I rejoice
this—I rejoice in it exceedingly: be-
cause I know that God is still laboring
with His people, and that His power
has been manifested in the earth for
the accomplishment of his great and
glorious pur "

When I look back, and think upon
the condition we were in at the time we
left Nauvoo and were driven into thte
wilderness, at the point almost of oar
enemies’ bayonets, and then notice tHe
| path we have trod from that day to this.




