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PREACHER ¥S. SCRIPTURE. |

—

A ptudent of the New Testament
-aapnot but be setruck by the  variatiouns
therefrom io doctrine that are taught

oy many men who profess Lo be |
preachera of Curistianity. The clergy
of this class, represented in the vari-
ous denominsalions, pretend Lo eluci-|
date and maintain the teashings of the
Hceriptures, yet vary from the expres- t
sions of that werd apd endeavor Lo ex-;
plain away statements of historicai
faot contaiped therein in & ruspoer |
that is truly amaziog to » tnoughtful
and observing person, and that would
leali one to believe they hau a much
higher opinion of the credulity of
thelr conzregations than of thelr dis.
criminatlon and intelligence, or than
-of their koowledge of the contenis of
the sacred record. An instance of
this ¢laes «f preaching in a iine that is
quite common is that of the Rev. J. B.
David, of the Ban Franclsce New
Jerusalern church. Lmst Sunday
evening he spoke on the Lord’s second
.ad vent and the resurrection. Regard-

| tives for His sake,

inyg the first divislon ot the subject he
grid:

The second advent is Dot a descent of
tho personal Christ out of the visible sky
to Jernsalem, to reign on a local and
perisbable throne. It is the Lord’s de-
scent out of 1he illimitable sky-depths of
the spiritual universe and His enirance
ioto the Dhearts and understandings of
men, to reign there. The fashionable
Pharigees of the church will not know
of His presence, ior He ‘‘cometn withont
observation” and ‘‘as a thief in the
night.’

The ¢illimitable sky-deptha of the
apiritual universe> is a rather unique
way, 10 say the least, of Jdescribing the
ascended

place into which Jesus
whet He departed from - His
Apostles. Upon that cecasion He wae

taken up from the earth, and the holy
messengers declared that he pad as-
cended **ioto heaven.’” The messen-
gors further called the attention of the
disciples to the fact that they had seen
the Lord ascend snd behbeld that ¢fthe
cloud received Him out of theirsight.”’
The promise wans that he phould “come
o like manner”? as they had secen Him
go. There was nothing about the $6i].
limitable sky depths of the spiritual
unlverse’® at that place, buf smong
other earthly appearing things there
-wag the actual, ordinary, temporal-
luoking cioud that hid the Lord from
he disciples® view.

But the reverend gentieman’s imag-
jnative fallacy does not end here. He
says the Lord’a descent is His ““en-
“trance into the hearts and understand-
ings of men,”” ILf that be true, and the
statement of the angels be also true
that His descent will be “in like man-
mer”  with jHIls  ascent, then
His dlsappearance was going
.out from the “‘hearts and understand-
ings of men,’’ and uot a mere departure
from this terreatrial field of His labors
to the celestial giobe oo which His
Father dwelt. Yet the A posties aus-
talped no loes like such a golng vut
would briog; oun the contrary their
‘hearts were still so full of the Christ

whom they recognized as their Re.

deemer, and He was so deeply en-
grafted in thelr unuverstandings that
they hesitated not to lay down their
As the glergyman
and the apgels Jiffer regardinyg the
place where Jepus ascended from apod
where He will descend to, beiievers in
the Bible must conclude that the
heavenly beings spoke the 1ruth,

Agald. “It is nota descent of the
personal Christ?”? Who is it then?
The angel said it would be ‘‘this pame
Jesus,”” Paul epays it is the Christ
who ‘‘was once oftered fo bear the
sins of many*®’ who should ‘‘appear the
second time,”’ anod the uther Apostles
pear similar witpess, Jesus Himsel!
declared that He, the S8on of uian as
He was wont to call Hlmseif, ‘‘abail
come in His glory, and sl 1he hoty
angels with Him.?? The Prophetaaiso
assert that He sball stand *ton the
mount ef Olives, which i? vefore Jeru-
paleia on the eaat.’” Thusthe Scriptures
proolaim chat the seconu advent of the
Lord is a personsl descent of the Christ
who was ¢rucified, and that He shouiu
come to Jerusalem. But that is not
the Lord which the Rev. David is
looklng; for; he tells ue that tue belog
to whomi he gives his worship and
adoration proceeds on wholly Jdtiferent
Hoes.

Tue preacher furtber says ‘‘the
tashlonable Phurisees of the church
wili pot konow ot Hls pretence, for He
tcometh withont observation? and ‘as a
thief in the night.?’?”? Now the Serip-
tures Jdo not say that the second
advent i8 without ovservation;
the Liord smid the kingdom *‘cometh
not with observation,’’ ot “*with out-
ward show,”” and lmmedistely goes on
to say that His own second coming
shall be so thoroughly with **observa-
tion’’ that it shall be *‘as the lightning,
that lightepeth out of the ooe part
uader heaven, shineth to the other
part under heaven.”” He is to **descend
iromm heaven with a shoul, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the
trump of God.”? The “Phatisees of the
church? Enew of His presence at His
former visit, aod were pot pleased
thereat: so at His next coming they
will he thoroughly apprised of the fact,
if oot by the light that shall envelop
the earth or the archangel’s voice
that shall wake the dead, at ieast by
the “flaming fire taking vengeance on
them thatknow not God,”’ and prob-
ably will notenjoy itany more than
did their prototypes of old. His cim.
ing wili be as *‘u thief in the nighi,”
that $fauddeb destruction?’’ shall come
upon the wicked; apJ *‘the heavens shail
patsaway with a great noise,and the ele-
menis shall meit with fervent heat, the
earth =also snd the works that are
therein shail be burned up.”> Bo lar a8
the second asdvent i8 concerned It js
plain from the Scriptures thai the Rev.
Mr. David and all wnoo figure out an
exclusively spiritual and nolselesr
coming are as (ar from the truth as
Satan is from Balvation.

As- the Lord has powhere ex-
pressed ap jotemtlon “‘to relgn oo &
local mnd perishable throoe,” but is
coming to exercise {dominion ‘‘eter-
paily,”’ that part may be regarded as a
figure of speech introduced merely for

.gecr. Regardiog the other brangh of
his subject the reverend epeaker sajd:

The resurrection that shball attend the
second cominy is the emerging or evoln-
tion of spiritual thought out of the illn-
sion of matter.

Laying aside any quesiion as to
the absurdity of *‘the illusfon
of matter” in this coneection, |t
may be eaid that,as Christ was the
firat truits of the resurrection and that
He brought that great law ioto opera-
tion oo this earti, theno 1f His resur-
rection was an *‘evolution of spiritua]
thougznt, !’ so that of all others must be
for all must go the kame way, Ag hy,'
the uuvarying operations nf upiversai
law all men enter mortality, so they
emerge from it in the resurrection by
a uniforin progers whigh ihe Redeemer
wrouzht out., The resurrectlon of
Chlrist was a physical operation. His
body was laid lu the tomb, and when
He arose the visitors to the sepulchre
buheld the vapant place and exclaimed
“*He is not here: for He is risen, ag He
gaid.?”* There was Do ‘‘evolution of
spiritual thought® about it. The Lord
arose in the same body ino which He
vad bafore been with the diaeiples, and
on: appearing to them gaid: ‘‘Behold
my hands anJd my fest, that it js [
myseli; nandle me and aee; for a spirit
hath pot fleabh and booes, ag ye ses me
have.??

Those who deny the resurreciion or
aeek to make it spiritual, thet 1s, with-
out the raising of the body of flesh and
bunes, not only sntagonize the Berip.-
tures bul contravert a piaio pringiple
of philosophy. Resurrection means a
raising ot revival to life, By the
Jdeatb of Christ there was not a death
of the spirit, for during the time Hia
body was ip the tomb He went and
‘‘preached to the spirits in prison,”? It
was the physicai body that wag affect-
ed hy dealD; the tleeh and bones that
were Jaid downo. [f this body was not
revived, or raized to lfe, then there
couid not have been 8 resurregtion of
any kind. This i8 the teaching of
sclence, of common sense, of Bcripnure.

The proof 18 positive that sugh pro-
fessed expounders of Bible truths as
the reverend gentleman who has been
Guoted are prociaiming to the world a
ialge theology and a false philosophy.
It js no wonder that the coodition of
mapkind 8 so Jar from purity and
happivess, when thelr instruction hay
been wo antagonisile to QChriatian
truth,

———— —

WHERE THE CHURCH STANDS.

The position of the Church of Jesua
Christ of Latter-day Salnts among the
religloue denominations of the world
han alwaya been well defined. From
the beglopning the lLiord told Joseph
the Prophet that none of the existing
churcbes was the true Church, but
that if he would remusin falthful, he
should be instrumental in rest.onng,the
Gospel and bulid the Church anew,
pever to be overthrown but to reinain as
the foindation of the Millennial king-
Jdom. Ioaccordance with this revela.-
tlon the Baints claim that the primi-
tive churcbes were overthrown, that
the true Gospel was not koown for
centuries and that it bas agaln been
proclaimed in this sage by Inapired
Prophets of God,

To these atatements substaotially but



