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PREACHER VS SCRIPTURE

A student of the nownew testament
cannot but be struck by toethe variations

in doctrine that are taught
by many men who profess to be
preachers of christianity the clergy
orof this class represented in the vari-
ous denominations pretend to eluci-
date and maintain the teaching the
scriptures yet vary from the expres-
sions of that word and endeavor to ex-
plain away statements of historical
fact contained therein in a manner
that is truly amazing to a thoughtful
and observing person and that would
lead onoone to believe they hadbad a much
higher opinion of the credulity of
their congregations than of their dis-
crimination and intelligence or than
of their knowledge of the contents of

the sacred record an instance of

this class of preaching in a line that is
quite common Is that of the rev J 8
david of the san francisco new
jerusalem church last sunday
evening he spoke on the lords second
advent and the resurrection regard
ing the first division of the subject hebe
said

the second advent is not a descent of
the personal christ out of the visible sky
to jerusalem to reign on a local anand
perishable throne it tois the lords de-
scent out of the illimitable sky depths of
the spiritual universe and his entrance
into the hearts and understandings of
men to reign there the fashionable
phariseesPharisees of the church will not know
of his presence tor he cometa11 without
observation andaid as a thief in the
night

the illimitable skyeky depths of the
spiritual universe isin a rather unique
way to sayeay the least of describing the
place into which jesus ascended
when he departed from his
apostles upon that occasion he was
taken up from the earth and the holy
messengers declared that hebe naddad as
bended into heavenbeaven 21 the messen-
gers further called theshe attention of the
disciples to the fact that they had seen
the lord ascend and beholdbeheld that the
cloud received him out of their sight 11III

the promise WARwan that he should comb
in likeiko manmannerder as they had seen H m
go there was nothing about the 1911il-
limitable sky deaths of the spiritual
universe at that place but among
otherbother earthly appearing things there
was the actual ordinary temporal
looking cloud that hid the lurd from
he disciples view

but the reverend gentleman Is imag-
inative fallacy does not end here he
caysaye the lordlordilordaa dessent is his en-
trancearance into the hearts and understand-
ings otof meumen 2 if that be true and the
statement of the angels be also true
that his descent will be in like man-
nerders 9 with ahls recentascent then
his disappearance was going
out from the hearts and understand-
ings of men and not a mere depdepartureA arture

from this terrestrial field of hishid labors
to the celestial globe on which his
father dwelt yet the apostles sus-
tained no loss like such a going out
would bring on the contrary their
hearts were still so full of thebe christ
whom they recognized as their rebe

deemer and he was soeo deeply en
grafted in their understandings that
they hesitated not to lay down their
lives for hlahis sake As the clergyman
and the angels differ regardingr the
placealace where jesus ascended from and
where he will descend to believers in
the bible must conclude that the
heavenly beings spoke the truth

agafia it is not a dekidescentcent of the
personal christychrist who is it then
the angel said it would be this same
jesus 1 I paul sayssaya it is the christ
who waswaa once offered to bear the
ahassiua of many who should appear the
feconda time and the other apostles
dearbear similar jesua himself
declared that he the son of manID 8as
he was wont to call 1himself shall
come in his glory and all the holy
angels with him the prophets also
assert that he shall stand on the
mount of olives which is before jeru-
salemsalt in anthoon the east thus the scriptures
prociaproclaimlm chat the second advent of the
lord is a personalDersonal descent of the christ
who was crucified and that he should
come to jerusalem but that is not
the lord which the revbev david is
looking for he tells us that wethe being
to whom liehe gives his worship and
adoration proceeds on wholly different
lines

the preacher further sayssay8 the
fashionable phariseesPharisees of the church
will nutnot know ot his presencepreEprea euceence for he
cometh without observation and as a

thief in the night now the scrip-
tures do not say that the second
advent tois without observation
the lord said the kingdom cometh
notdot with observation 12 or with out-
ward show and immediately goes OBoa
to say that his own second coming
shall be so thoroughly with observa-
tion thatthai it shall be as the lightning
that lighteneth out of the one part
under heaven chineth to the other
part under heaven he is to descend
irom heaven with a shout with the
voice of the archangel and with the
trump of god the phariseesPharisees of the
church knew of his presence at his
former visit and were not pleased
thereat so at his next coming they
will be thoroughly apprised of the fact
if not by the light that shall envelop
the earth or the archangelsarchangelIs voice
that shall wake the dead at least by
the flaming fire taking vengeance on
them that know not god 10 and prob-
ably will not enjoy it anyny more than
did their prototypes of old his CL0 do-
ing will be as a thief in the night
that sudden destruction I shall come
upon the wicked and the heavens shall
pass away with a greatnoi seand the ele-
ments shall melt with fervent heatbeat the
earth also and the works that are
therein shall be burned up so larfar as
the second advent is concerned it is
plain from the scriptures that the revbev
mr david and all who figure out an
exclusively spiritual and noiseless
coming are as far from the truth as88
satan is from salvation

As the lord hasboa nowhere ex-
pressed an intention to reign on a
local and perishable throne but is
coming to exercise dominion bletereter-
nally that part waymay be regarded as a
figure of speech introduced merely for

t fleet regarding the other branch of
hishia subject the reverend speaker said ifa

the resurrection that shall attend the
second coming is the emerging or evolu-
tion of spiritual thought out of the illu-
sion of matter

laying aside any question as to
the absurdity otor the illusion
of matter in this connection itmay be said that as christ was the
first fruits of the resurrection and that
he brought that great law into opera-
tion on this earth then itif his resur-
rection was an evolution of spiritual
thought 22 so that of all others must be
for all must go the same way AS by
the unvarying operations of universal
law all men enter mortality so they IY

emerge from it in the resurrectionresurrectson by
a uuniform processa which the redeemereeemer
wrought out the resurrectionresurrectson of
christ was a physical operation his
body was laid lain the tomb and whenwhelk
hefie arose the visitors to the sepulchre 7

beheldbeat ill the vacant place and exclaimed
he is dotDOC here for he is risen as he

said II11 there was no evolution of
spiritual thought about it the lord
arose in the same body in which he
nadbad babore been with the 1 and
ooon appearing to them said beholdhold
my hands and my feet that it is jI1
maseli handle me and see for a spiritirit
bath riotnot flesh and bones as ye see weme
have jl

those who deny the resurrection or
seek to make it spiritual that leIs with-
out the raising of the body of flesh and
bonea not only antagonize thothe scrip
tures but controvert a plain principle
of philosophy resurrection means a
raising or revival to life by the
death of christ there was not a death
of the spirit for during the time his
body was in the tomb he went and

preached to the spirits in prison itt
was the physical body that was affect-
ed by death the flesh and bones that
were laid down itif this body wasas not
revived or raised to life then there
could not have been a resurrection of
any kind this is thothe teachingteachine of A
science of common sense of scripture 4

the proof is positive that such pro
essedeased ex of bible truths as

the reverend gentleman who has been
quoted are proclaiming to the world a
balse theology and a false philosophy
it is no wonder that the condition of
mankind isin so larfar from purity and
haphappinesspinese when their instruction hasbag
been so antagonistic to christian
truth

WHERE THE CHURCH STANDS

the position of the church of jeans
christ of latte rd saintsbatata among the
religiousrellglouB denominations of the world
has always been well defined promfrom
the beginning the lord told joseph
the prophet that none of the existing
churches was the true church but
that it he would remain faithful he
should be instrumental in restoring the
gospel andana build the church anew
antver to be overthrown but to remain aa
the foundation of the millennial king
donadom inID accordance with this revela-
tion the saints claim that the primi-
tive churches were overthrown that
the true gospel was not known for
centuries and that it has again been
proclaimed in this age by inspired
prophets of god

to these statements substantially witbat


