THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

RELIGIOUS.

Sunday Services.

Religious services were held at the
Tabernaele, Salt Lake City, SBunday,
Mareh 22, 1891, commencing at 2p.m ,
President A ngus M. Cannon presiding.
The galleries were thrown open and
there was a very large congregation.

The choir sang the hymn commenc-
ing:

Behold, the mountain of the Lord
In latter days shall rise.

Prayer was offered by Bishop Wm.
Thorn.

The elolr sang the hymn:

Sweot ig Lhe work, ny God, my King.
To praise Thy nante, give thanksand sing.

The Priesthood of the Sixteenth
Ward officiated in the alministrafion
of the Lord’s Supper.

COUNSELOR CHARLER W. PENROSE

wayg then called upon to address the
congregation. The following is asynop-
gis of his remarks: It i a great
pleasure to me to meet with the

Saints in this larze assembhiy to-
day. Having been called npon to
address you, | desire to be inspired
by the Holy Spirit, in order that | may
be directed to say something whereby
the congregiation may be blessed and
edified.

Ag a foundation fur a few remarss I
wish to read a few verses of serlptures,
which are familiar to all of us, anl are
found in the gospel according to
Matthew, chapter vi. 3 13.

Thie prayer colitained in this pissage
is commonly eaniled “The Lord’s
Prayer.”> Christ gave it to His dis
ciplea as a patbern or samyple of prayer.
kb was not given to be repeated at all
times, as many Christians hold; nor is
the idea conveyed that no prayer is
complete without these words being
contained therein. The two preceding
vorses pive the reason why our Lird
taught His disciples this form of
prayer:

““But when ye pray, nse not vain repe-
titions, ag the heathen do; for they think
that they shall be heard for their much
speaking. Be not ye therefore like unto
them; for your Father knoweth what
things yc have meed of before ve ask
Him.”

Christ uttered this before Ho gave
the prayer, and at thie close He added:

“For if ye forgive men their trespasses,
your Heavenly I'nthor will also forgive
you. But if yo forgive not men their
treapasses, neither will your Father fur-
give your Lresspages.’’

It seems that many who have aec-
copted the Christian religion and pro-
fess to believe in Christ have often
very far departed from this mode of
prayer. They have forgotten the in-
structions just read, and act ag if they
expected to Le heard because of their
many words. They also use what here
Is ealled vair repetitions. Now,prayer
is not acceptable for its rivetoric. 1t 18
that which cames from the heart, the
sincere sentiment, the secret feeling,
whieh ascends " to our Father and
which He, wliosees in the secret, will

reward openly. 1t is not a multitude
of words and repetitions that are pleas-
ing to the Lord, but the earnest desires
of a humble heart. And this will be
answered, no matter how broken or un-
yrammatical the language maybe. On
the other hand, no matter how flowery
the language of the petition may be,
if it does not sonvey the feelings ofthe
heart. It is not true prayer.

It is a custom among many Christ-
ians to atrive to use the most eloguent
language in their prayers, formulating
them more for the congregation than
for God, as was once said of a prayer in
the Iast, that it was ‘'the mostelvgant
prayer ever delivered to a Baston con-
gregation.”” Now, we should notice
what Christ says on this subject and
pray in secret, that we mmay be re-
warded openly, and when we pray in
public we should pray for the con-
gregation, expressing their desires and
asking for the Ulessings whieli they
need; believing and expeeting that the
petition will be apswered.

T'he Liord’s prayer contains a great
deal of doctrines and many prineciples.
The first sentence is: “Our Father
which art ju heaven.”” Two ideas are
prominent here.  First, we are taught
to address God as our Father. He is
the Father of us all, the author of our
existence, for we sprang from Him.
He is as Paul putsit, ‘‘the Father of
our spirits” (Hub. xii: ), our great
prozenifor, and this not in a mystical
or figurative sense, but in truth and
reality. ‘T'he spiritual fact of our being
has ¢ome from above, while the physi.
cal part has been composed from
the vlements of the earth beneath.
Man is a dual being, having
two natures, aand as to our
spiritun]l n:uture, Godlsour Father as
He is the Father of Jesus Christ, for
He gaid: ‘I ascend to my Futber and
your Father, to my God and your
God,”?

If, then, Gyd is our Father,it follows
that all mankind are brothers and ais-
ters, no matter of what color, race,
blood or nationality they may be. The
great eternal God being the Father, wo
are all brethren in the apirit If pot in
the tieah. This idea ought to be under-
stood by all, so that all may treat each
other as brothers, members of the same
grent family.

Secondly, welearn that the great Be-
ing to whom we nre to pray, has alo
eation,a babitation—*heaven.’’ Usnal
ly, among the Christians, it 18 sapposed
that God 18 n being that fills up all
gpace without oceupylng any room in
1t, that **His centre iz every where and
His ecircuinference nowhere.”” Here
we learn to say: **Our Fatber whlch
art in heaven.’”’? It is not said: “Who
fills both heaven, earth and hell,” but
who dwells in heaven. Bo also Christ,
when He returned to God, sscended
up to heaven. [bere is where our
Father in His personality dwells. He
is 4 being, with individuality and
form, in the likeness of which we are
made. For this reason Paul says we
are not to cover our heads when we
pruy. This idea 1is different from
that generally entertained ky the
“(Christian? world, but it is one of the
fundamental doctriuea of the Latter-
day Baints.

The next seatence is: **Hallowed be
thy name.>?

The name of God 1nust be kept in
sa¢red reverence. Men have no right
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to use it for unholy purposes. Itis a

Iaw that it shall be kept holy, and the

Balints are, many of them, u uder sacred

obligation to keep this law. Itis to

be hoped that they do 80, and are not

among thoee who use the profanity

heard upon the street. The principle

taught in this prayer, notto use the
sacted name jn vain, nor even repeat
it polemnly too often. is illustrated hy

the fact that the name of the High

Priesthood was changed and called the

Priesthood after the order of Melehise-

dek instead of the Priesthood after the

order of the Bon of Gd “in order to

avoid the too fregquent repetition of
the name of Deity. Remember, there-
fore that this name should never be.
taken in vain,

“Thy kingdom1 come.”” There is a
great deal of meaning in these few
words, which many fail to compre-
bend. The words mean that the Iling-
dom of heaven is to come here upon
this earth. Most ‘Christian”® people
expect to go somewbere to enter that
Kingaom, but we are taught to pray
for ite advent here. The saine idea is
conveyed in the succeeding words:
“Thy will be done.in earth, ag it is in
heaven.”> When this is fulfitied, the
kingdom will be here, And it is the
very desiyn of our being here, that the
world shall be prepared and sanclified

until this kingdom extends from
pole to pole and from shore
to shore. The grand object which the

servants of the Most High have always
had in view wag to prepare the earth
fur this happy event. Qur Savior says,
in His sermon on the mount, ““the
meek shall inherit the earth.”” John-
in his glorious vision saw this consum-
mated, when be beheld the great re-
deemed muiltitude who were to be
crowned and reign wiih thelr
Savior in glory on the earth,
He heard the suong of the redeemed
that Christ had raved them by his
blood out of every nation and tongue
and tbat they should roign awith Him

upon the earth. Therefore we are
faught to pray that the King-
dom wmay come, and to labox

that the earthi may be sanctlfied.
This prayer will be fully anawered
when all wickedness has beenn over-
come and 8itan is bound; when there
ghall be no more sorrow, and no more
pain, and no more death, but God shall
wipe away all tears from the «yes of
His once afflicted children and dwell
with them and be their God. Johuw
saw the earth thus sanctifled, and it
app-ared like a sea of glass, mingled
with fire. The same giorious condi-
tion of the earth is prgdieted by thean-
cient prophets, who said that the lamb
and the lion shall lie down together,
the enmity between man and beast
should depart, the sting be taken from
the serpent aud there should be noth-
ing to hurt and destroy, but the earth
should be full of the knowledge ot
God and the reign of righteousness
would be established. When this is
fulfilled, the kingdom will have come,
the will of (God will be done on the
enrth indeed, and Christ will stand at
the bead of the human race, while God
will be “all in all.?”

Did not ail the Prophets of old look
forward to such a time, and did not
our Bavior send his diseiples to pro-
claim that the kingdom was at hand?
He gave o great many parables con-
cerning this kingdom. He compared



