calities to which they were abeut to repair, and
also, 1o lay hefore them the object of the society
1n sending the bibles to Utah. The Legislature
thought preper to appnint,a committee to wait
upon Mr. V., examine his books &ec.; and being a
mewmber of the House, I, with br. F. D. Richards,
was appointed said committee. In the discharge
of cur duties, I remarked to Mr. Van Emman,
who, by the by, received us very gentlemanly,
that the society which he had fhe {mnur {o repre-
sent, no doubt considered us degraded and almost
beyond the reach of Bible fruth. He replied
that they did not consider us so degraded as we
might think they did; but® that 1t was the design
of the sociely to put the word of God into the
hands of every man in the world, Utah not ex-
cepled. I replied, that this was very good, But
however charnitable and benevolent the designs of
that sociely may be, so far as Utsh is concerned,
they have sent us the wrong hool if they wish to
reclaim us from1the belief in and practice of Po-
lvgamy: for insfead of ifs reclaiming us, it con-
firms us in our belief and practice, and no where
conderans ity and, hence, we are conseienfious in
our manner of lif'e, having the word of God which
vou bring us for our standard. Althoueh our faith
and praclice are such as we deelare unto vou, yet
no people. an earth look with greater abhorence

and indignation upon a vielation of the prineiples |

that govérn us than we do. No man or woman
among us, not of our faith, that behaves himseif,
and viclates not our laws and regulations, has
any occasion fo fear molestation. But if he or
she do vielate them and will not desist, I cannot
vouch for his safety, member of our charch or
nof: neither can I enenre his house to stand.

We have had, and still have among us. men who
write back to the Siates glaring accounts of our
characler and conduct, and bitter complaints of
our treatment toward thems; but it would be hard
for them to detail the awful treatment they pre-
tend to represent. We do not often act without
a cause; and one, too, which, with them, we are
willing to meet at the bar of God and answer to
our treatment. We have hLeen unmercifully

forced to come to Utah; but we force noone elsed

to come; yet if they do come, we want them {0
behave themselves, and atfend 1o their own busi-
nees. \We do not consider an officer of the gov-
ernment to have any mose right to commit wick-
edness than any one else; and if he does, he mer-
ils as severe a rebuke, and even more so3 for he
not only destroys his influence and power to do
good, but brings dishonor upen the power that
sent him. I would say to our friends that I have
no hesitancy in recommending the bibles of Mr.

Van Emman. They are, most unquestionably,

a well got up book, aa:d afforded much cheaper
tkan they can usually be boungzht in this place.—
You who want the Bible, I wonld advise to avail
yourselves of this favorable opportunity.

Are the Morinons an industrous people? Every
body says they are, I say we are, and for the rest,
our works may speak. One circumstafice however
1 will mention. Some letter writer, probably of the
corps militaire, thought it deeply *degrading that
the wife of Osson Hyde, chief of dhe Apostles,
should take in washing for a living: but if she
had kept some house other than a laundry, not
necessary to say what Kind, it might have eleva-
ted bher, in the geptleman’s estimation, to the
ranks of Fashionable life.

If this gentleman had ever ascended the Nile,
he would have learned that the native men who
tow and propel boats up that stream in which
fravelers are conveyed, are mostly in a state of
perfect nudity. 'This they do on account of the

exceeding warm weather, and also for couven- |;

ience sake, being as often in the water as out of
it. They do nol wish to be ingumbered witli
clothing.  European gentlemen, traveling with
their families up the Nile, often purchase them

entire suits, not out of any particular regard they:

have for {he natives; but out of specizl regard
for the modesty and delicacy of their families,—

So also some of our good and industrous wives,,

who are not abovedoing whatever is necessary to
be done in their sphere, often condescend, (how-
ever humiliating the service) to wash np a stran-
ger’s linen that he may appear in Moirman sociefy
without being particularly obnoxious. Industry
is our element. - |

Is persevering indunstry a faithful index to all
the crime, debanchery and wickedness with which
we are charged? Men of reputation and sense,
consider! Can such a mass of 'corrupt beings as
we are represented, hang together, pe united and
submit torigid rule and discipline so long—encoun-
ter every hardship and privation that we ‘have,
and still be cheerful and buoyant with hope?—
There may be some little family irregularities oc-
- casionally, butthey are soon adjnsted. Are there
no family dicturbances among otlierpeople? I'have
have often read of the husband mnrding the wife,
and the wife the husband among those who con-
sider it a high erime to have more than one wife.
Thisis a thing of frequent occurrence. But who
ever knew ‘of a Mormon intentionzlly killing any
n_f;.;‘hia wives,or any wife her husband? No one!
I answer again, no onel

All things, now, candidly and impartially con-
sidered, to what conclusion must the unprejudiced
and candid arrive respecting the Mormons? It
seems to me that they must conclude something
as follows: f

There may be those among them both male and
female, who 'do not behave as they ought, for
their net cafches of every kind both good and
bad. The erucible or refining pot is Utah. There
the lieat is raised to-a degree that causes the pure
to melt and sink beneath, out of sight of the cas-

ual cbserver; while the dross, slag or scoria meets’|

every eye, and forms the principal subjects for
our letter writers and numerous Editors fo display
their talents upon, while the pure metal i3 consol-
idated beneath, unobserved and unnoticed; and
yet this dross is a failhful index to the actual
existence of pure mefal near by. May not this
generation have bright and keen eyes, and still
not able fo see:—Ears but not able to hear; and
hearts, yet not able to understand? After all that
has been said, done and written about the Mor-

.

THE DESER
mor
prinlirplq incorporated with them that flows'in a
deep ‘channel which operates upon their hearts
and conseiences, and that prineiple emanate from
God himself? Are there not tangible faets con-
nected with their religion and history sufficient to
warrant this conclusion? Ye juries of pations,
consider well,—weigh the subject impartially,—
remember that life and death are involved in the
issue!  Should there be anexisting doubt in your
minds, yon are bound fo give the accused the ben-
efit of that doubt; and thongh it may not aceord
with popular practice for an atforney to be a
witness in bebalt of his cliedt, yet knowing his
inunocence and justice of his cause—the rectitude
rof his infention, the purity of his purpose and
'the general benevolence aimed at as the crowning
' elimax of his exertions and hopes, T cannot refrain
| from adding my testimony in his behulf.

In the most pious and well-regulated families
o earth, there are sometitnes occeurrences take
l;lar:e of which no member of that family wonld

e proud to speak openlys and which none but a
foolish and silly member ‘would spak. Oua ap-
plication of this simile to the church, I am silent.
| But the bone and sinew{of Morinonism, Mormon
EI‘EH,‘.?.iﬂH, faith, docfrine and practice are tiue as

1 God 1s true. Joseph Smith and Brigham Youne,

1
| .

with as many wives as David and Solomon,
(leaving out the conenbines) are men after God’s
own Bearts—inspired from on high to bring forth
the last dispensation of mercy to man—to remove
the vail of 'the covering east over ail people, and
light up a flame that will eventually consume the
utigodly, amd " fill ‘the earth with the knowledpe
and glory of our Gods aud. the “serpent’’ cannot
cast forth waters enouzh fo put it out.

Gentlemen of the jurys you may shudder for
me on account of ihe iestimony which~I bear,
thinkine that I shall have it 10 meet at the court
of appeals.. 1 am glad that you are thussensitives
and allow me fo remind you, that you, also, will
have it to mee! at the same ftribunal! Therefore
consider it well: weigh the testimony and argn-
ments in favor.of Zion’s canse, in a just and even
‘halance, and a true verdict render; for upon your
verdiect hangs your own destiny for weal or for
woe. With these remarks I sSubmit the case,
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DISCOURSE
By Prest. Joseph Young, Tabernacle, p. m. of
March .E; 1857, S

:

[REFORTED BY JI. V. LONG. |

I am requested to make a few remarks thisafter-
noon, by br. Kimball, It isagainst my principle
to make any apologies, and I ouly have to say for
my preface, that I feel incompetent to address so
many intelligent beings as now’ slt in my pres-
elice,
It is 2 matter of extreme delicaey in my feel-
ings to have to do this. 1 feel to offer my thauks
to the Lord our God, brethren and sisters, for
his favor toa poor- individual like your servant
who stunds before you; I do indeed offer him my
thanks, and feel that I am under an obligation,
and that 1 owe a debt of gratitude to him, that I
am sure 1 haye no language to express, neither do
[ know how to discharge it. Is that all he re-
quires of me? All that he asks is forme to do
that which will seeure my peace and huppiness,
aud that will be to honer him to carry out his
purposes and attributes which he has reveal-
ed, and doing that secures my peace and my
salvation. {
The presumption‘is, in my own feelings, that
this people are desirous o obtain salvation, aud
to be made free. 1'or whosoeyer, the seriptures
say, the Son shall make free, shall be free indeed.
We talk about freedom, we talk of liberty, but
‘who is there that has got that'liberty? Why, suys
one, we live nnder a government of {reedom.—
T'rue,we do. Itissaid that the government of the
United States is the most liberal, in its institutions,
and as for its charter is one of the most liberal that
hasever been brought out by human administra-
tion: Thisis all true; we believe this, but who
among those who live under its administration is
free? .

Does it prove that becange we live undera free
government where many of the institutions of the
goverument are of a hberal character, schools,
public seminaries und colleges, that the freedom of
thought and of the press are tolerated? Finally
where there is every thing that can gnarantes life
and freedom, the very swat of liberty, perhops
none can supersede it; does this prove that the
people are free?

1t is said, by ona of the most enlightened men
| that ever lived, that it is decreed in tho elernal
constitution of things that men of corrupt minds
cannet be free. Their passions form their fetters.
Is this true? Yes, nothing can be truerin the
world, - Just so far ar human beings have the
Spirit of God and have overcome their pussions,
and their nature, I mean appetite, passion,lust and
every thing that is out of the way, then so.- far,
I grant, those individuals are free, and no farther.
That is true freedom. % '

You will perceive when men are angry that
they are chained, when I am unrighteously angry
[ have a chain upon me; I am not free when
under any idol or anything that is not of God, nor
brought by his Spirit. There is tyranny, I am
trammeled,my spirit is chained; [ am not and can-
not be free. Still brethren there is a looking out
to be free. We have freedom of .action ‘and (ree-
i dom of words, if we do right, but we have no
freedom or liberty todo ortospeak that which is
wrong. 2Ty

If human laws could reach far enough to check
the passions of men it would be all well enough,
but you will find that they restrain and curb the
appetites of men no further than they submit
themselves to that law. The Spirit of God reveals
to the mind of man that which will do him good,
but the opposite spirit always assumes to know
better than the Spirit of the Lord, and men give
way to that spirit. Je it se with the Saints?

t is, unless the law of liberty be written upon
their hearts, and then so far as they have that law
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s, Mormon religion, &c., may there not be. a.
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written upon their hearts, and so far as they have
the sanctifying influence of the Holy Spirit within
them, so far they are brought out of eaplivity,and
go far they are free, and-there is no power on the
earth, there is no power in heaven, becanse the
powers of heaven do net want to restrain them,
and no other power can. Itis the Spirit of the

+heavens that inflluences men atvsuch times, and

you may place a man in a dungeon and chain
him there,and he will have no sorrow,the dungeon
will not hurt him, if he has the Spirit of God, he
15 free, Though such a man may dwell immured
in a dungeon he will be as the poet says:

Prisons will palaces prove,
If Jesus will dwe.]l wilh me there,

That is true, for. where an individual has that
power and the angels of God minister to him,
and the light of the heavenly worlds shine upon
hint and roand about him,although you may place
him in a dungeon or in bondage you cannot bind
him, human laws cannot touch him, for itis a
freedom of the Spirit. When the Spirit ot God
writes truth and liberly upon a man’s heart there
is no earthly power ean take it from him, and this
is 4 good thing. 1 ¢an have that within me, and
though I'may be a poor man,l may be in many re-
spects forgotten, yet when I know that God hears

every thing is right and just as it shounld be, I feel
first rate.. T know the spirit that is in men, 1
understand it, and what is it? -

There is nothing, my friends, in the world that
will bring you and I into this principle of subjec-
tion but petting the Spirit of the Lord our God to
dwell with us, to be in us.

- Do you ever ask yourselves the question in-
dividually shall I tie saved? You remiember (hat
the juilor asked that question of Paul and Silas,
said he, “‘What shall [ do to be saved??? It is an
important question; it is one of the 1nost solemnn
:-m;d important questions that can be putto mor-
tais.

There are millions of human beings upon this
planet that are passivg off this stage daily and
where are they going?  They ave going to the
|spirit world, but have they secured their salvation?
Have they heard the proclamation of that angel

-

power ol hig great seal? 'No they are without the
gospel, they have no knowledge of it, and in spite
of allthe Latter'Duy Saints know and ean do,
thev dré so numerous, the mighty masses that
dwell upon this terraqueons globe, and the fow
that are found willing to hearken are such a gmall
portion, that il they were all gathered up together
how many would you have? '
If.2ll the world could hear the gospel this day

the proelumation? And howgpany would there
be out of that number that wounld be valiant, re-
ceive the-Spirit and gather up to Zion? Oulya
mere handful. Then how must this werld be
saved? They will be saved by proxy. The mighly
masses of men that have -gone beyond the vail
have to be saved in some way, &nd they must have
it done by those that are on this side. The Lord
has got a priesthood and that priesthood holds
the power and has sofficient strength to profect
itsell, because we have got to a pluce where ouar
enemies cannot ocverpower us, il we do-right.

Tlhere is gospel enough to save those whe do
not conuit the sin unto death.  Thereare but few
who will be saved by their own works, and there
are and will be but a handful from all nations,
and I will -endeavor to do what? -Why I will
gecrifice all and redeem the thousands of my
kindred and friends, and who knows how muany
thousands I many be the means of redeeming and
Lringing into the company of thut numerdus
throng who will be among the earliest to be brought
forth with the just?

When all power, and the kingdoms under the
whole heavens, with ull the blessings of immortal
life shall ba given to the szintsof the Most High
God to possess for ever aQd -for ever, I will "be

my tithing and T will bear the burdens of the
kingdom:  Let the enemies of truth bring trouble
apon us and Iwill be found among the number that
will be when he reveals his glory and his blessings
to the saints. That is a good presamption, but
when | contemplate the compuny that shall be

mass butthat I shall be saved as an individual,and
when I consider the matler in its true light I per-
ceive clearly that I have calculations to make
for myself thut I may oblain salvation for
myself. .

If ali this eongregation were baptized aund were
happy, what would that avail ms? Notany-
thing, forif I lost my sulvation, I lese my in-
flueuce, Tam lost, and I shall lose your society.
I should not have yonr society long here, if 1

here or pass behind the vail. Now I want to
satisly yon that I can secure my salvation so that
the . enemy cannot rob me of my family, and
that I bave a daty to perform mys=élf. IfIdomy
duty then it is the business of my family to do
their duties individually o a5 to secure all that
pertains to their happiness. '

When I bave done my part, what is the next
step? It is to save and look after somebody else,
aud the Lord will notsuve me unless I look after
somebody that needs assistance, for we have todo
good one to another. We do not do good to the
Lord. He does not call for clothing or cattle,
for all the world is his, the cattle, the gold and all
the riclies of the heavens and of the earth are his,
and we are required to acknowledge his hand in
all things, and to do geod, to prove our integrity to
his laws by, 1ot merely working for ourselves, but
by bringing salvation to others, to our fellow
creatures. 'T'his is what he has put us here for.

In the first place to build ourselves habitations
and make them comfortable, to provide some-
thing for our families, Lo solace them in win-
ter, to prepare for winter that when the snows
rcnme to beal upon our houses, and the pelling
hailstones, they may be comfortable. It is our

me, and that he hearkens to my prayers, aud that |

| who cume with the sound of the gospel, with the |

how many are there that would hear and receive |

saved I seo that I shull not be saved with them in |

were to transgress the law of God, whether I stay |

11

duty also to rear temples to the Lord, and to' rear
those buildings that are necessary for the estab-
lishing of righteousness upon the earth; we
should bring in our tithes so that the Lord's
servants may rear up the temples and public
buildings, and gather the poor from' the na-
tions of the garth, and to bring the meek
from the ‘ends of the earth that they may
receive the blessings that have been: given
unto us; that they may obey the commandinents
which come from the Lord, and that they may
taste and enjoy the blessings and the glory of the
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|world to come, aud be made partakers of the

Holy Ghost, attend to the baptisny for the dead as
well as many other things. 3 |

Our labors, our responsibilities are increasing
upon us, and I perceive that &t this time it is a
very iateresting one in our history; I perceive
that men are taking double families, and I may
say that it is almost universal; and as they are
increasing their families they ure also increasing
their responsibilities, and it is said, that they, or
some of the are doing it without due reflection,
but I cannot judge, perhaps as correctly us some
others, but if 1 may*judge from the fact that
many are assuming those responsibilities with lit-
tle or no means (6 maintain their families, it
may seem that they have fuith, if they are in low
circumstances. It may seem that it is a time of
faith, and it is the time that the I.ord will bulld vp
Zion from the midst of themselves, that her in-
habitants shall increase from the multitude of her
children, those that are born in Zion. Why, I
presume that a child that is born in Zion, in the
fmidst of this people, and that can eleim his birth-
right, his education among this people he will have
as much more power to bear off the kingdam us
such as myself and my brethren tfiat have lived
the best of our diys in the sectariun world. We
have lived and heard our priests so long that it is
a trouble to dive into knowledge of God; it is
difficult to throw back the prejudices we have re-
ceived, und I know of butone course that will do
ity and that is by constantly following counansel,
our file leaders and doing as we are told.

I recollect the time that the prejudices of this
people were much greater than they now are; I
may. safely say thﬁ!heir prejudices are not half
so great as theygw®re in the days of Josaph. In
the early part of this church when Joseph had a
' revelation he would go into the eongregation and
present the matter in such a way as not to hurt
their feelings, for the people could not bear much,
and therefore the prophet had to prepare the way
before he dire introduce any new doctrine, aund
somelimes he had to rebuks them severely, if it
wus some great and absorhing point, before
he could get them to open their minds, and I
was so scanty in my . feelings and my views
that I =said, will the Lord take such a man as
Martin Harriss for a witness? ‘I'hen when I
came (o read the visions of the diffurent glories of
the eternal world, and of the sufferines of the
wicked, I could not believe it at the first: Why
the Lord was going to save every body. After I
had prayed over it and Joseph had explained it I
could see that it was nothing but good sense ac-
compapying the power of Ged., Well, then [
gave it up and troubled mo more about it, and
jus{ so with a thousand other good things that oc-
curred in our first history. The Latter Day
Saints have now got so that they swallow everv
thing that comes up, all the stutute laws that are
given. But I will say that there are laws i’ the
Book of Doctrine and Covenants that this people
have never scanned to this day, but they are
looking out for new revelations, and this is very
good.  The stutute laws aré given unto us,
but we still need the light of the Spirit and the
luw of the Spirit writfen upon onr hearts, aud
wwhen we do not have a statute law and writ-
ten evidence to cover the cass we have in
hand, what we want is the Spirit and the law
thereof thut is or should be written in onr
heuris; the Spirit of God must teach us; and
how should I know how tb act in my family un-

there. Yes,says one, [ Wit'he there, Iam paying|jese I had the Spirit of God? Icould not knew.

How can [ make a demand, proposition or a
requirement of my wives, my sons, my daugh-
ters and those that work for me nulwes I have the
right spirit to do that in? Fcould not, and hence
it is necessary that we have the Spirit, and that
we wallk in the light, as the Lord is in the
Night, and that the blood of the eovenant may
cleange us fiom all gin. This is necessary, and
I feel that I eannot and will not buck out of
my duty.

Drethren and sisters, 1 do not want fo speak
long, for my spirit does not feel like speaking, and
my lealth is not good. T'hope that we may all
obtain salvation, and be with those that have
tusted the power of God, the powers of the world
' to come, and I pray that you may walk worthy
'and be steadfast, for remember that whosvever

' the Son makes free wiil be free indeed, and who-
| soever the Son does not make free no constitn-
| tion in the world will make free.

I know what the jangling and the freedom of
| the world is.

May we have the Spirit of the Lord and walk
in the light as God our Heayenly Puther is in the
light, and have the confidence of our best and
most holy brethiren, aud live so that we will kuew
| that the oracles will sanction all that we do; and
may. we obtain fellowship with all saints, who
shall come from every clime, kindred tongue and
people, that at length we may see the people of
' Zion composed of every kindred and tongue, as
John saw them in vision, when the Lord showed
him the church of the first born, und they had
harps in their hands, and sung a new song.

Brethren and sisters niay God bless you alli—
Amen. * |
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A geEnTrLEMan who had listened to a long,
~diffuse and highly ornamental prayer, was
asked by one of the members, “if he did not
think their minister was very gifted in prayer.”

“Yes,” he replied, “I think it is as good a
prayer as was ever offered to a congregation.”




